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Synopsis of Preeceding Chaplers,
Mrs. Isatel Wepland, a wilow, is threatened
with the Aubtor's prison.  Her chie! eredilor,
Mry. Brimer, suggesis & way out of the dim.
wity, muarringe with an imprisoned debtor,
wha for a paltry sam, will assume Mrs. Way-

land to be the cause of his misfortune |

that he had ended by belleving 1L
| man knew of the Newgale marriage,

| He might talk; If be talked anywhere
| in the town except at the Griapes It would
)
)
|

This

not matter; but this tavern was uscd by

‘"':*: ’;4"“_ alss. He proves to b & 3‘?“: the servants, and any scandal related to
;- ves scnamare, who, through oo fault them would quickly be spread abroad over
e owhn, bhas fallen into dire suaita. M. | ot .

Weyland, n pity, pays bis smull debt, sets | 'h': whole of the world of fashion.

him free, and agrees to marty & Tegro con- i That he had not, so far, spoken, wis
detnned to die in thres days. She then etires | 0°71AIN Decause there was no sign of
In poverty tu country Mfe. but later falls hele- | $Uch a scandal anywhere,

“#2 10 & large fortute and becomes g suclal That he was for the most part, and
quesn te Londom, Here she mests Macnamara, | always in the jatter part of the day,
Eow & Bourshing berrister, who pledges him- | speechless  with  drink—sometimes hait

Ml to her servies, and v most attentive to
bar, 1o the anger of her brother-in-law, Lord
Siratherrick. Mre. Weyland takes ar pe=relary
Allce Fulten, daughter af n {ormer creditor
Ftratherrick learnms of her marriage to the
negro through Mi=s Fulton's father, & warth-
lems apecimen. He then calls upon his sister-
in-law and sttempts blackmat!l, projosing that
5% w him to keep the former crod-
wirt The nomro returns to London, hav-
ing eseaped both the pallows and penal servi

tude In the atlonles. He Backmalis Mre Wey
land, who oalls Mocnamars o her ald H=
tures  deteciive, and sguise. frightvns
Trusn, the negro, Into t belbef that his 1ife
i» In denger Moarnaminra soures 2 valushle
ally in Dwdl, Troao's real wife

(Coprright. 1801, by Dwdd, Mead & Co)

CEAPTER XXVIIL Contipued )

“You did, Doll, you 4id. Suppose 1
was o g to her and to say, "Dull’s his
wife, and the proof Is that she fetched me

a box o the ecar enough
nd off. But we

at, Dwoll™

‘1 pan’t give you my marriags

“No—and 1 don't wan: them
only where and when you wer
That will be guite snough for me

“That was married n
well Church five yoars ago, in the
of July.”

“Five years ngo
In Ehadwell Church
and now fet
lemlous,
be angered
was yvou
that's all right, #sn't tT

"1 supnose she
“"He ha= been there

“He won't g0 there any more, 1 promise

to knock my

Hnes”
Tell me
married

Shad-
month

= ensy 1

in the month of July:

That's enough, Doll,
him that you're
he'm made and he'd
when he's angered—if 1T

dem’t e

because =0,

and

&, replied, sullenly.

you that, and there's to be no sticking
with knlvvs. = there? And no golng to
the housse and calling names? Because
you see. Doll, you'd only anger him the
more, and no glving Information becnuse
you see it would be a terrible thing for
you, of all people 1n the world 1o bring

this mun of youre—all your own—lo the
gallows., You'd never forgive yourseif,
sand bad luck would follow you =il the
rest of your life.”

“No, 1 won't Iny information,
&M to glve him up.”

“She will, she will, when she hears the
truth, there's nothing she will desirs
more than to glve him up. Now, Dell,
the steak o done I'll earry It up and
hark s¢. not & word of this talk. What
he'd o you 1 know As far me ]
can keep out of his way, but I'd rather
not, I'd like to run his arrant= and to do
for him—unill 1 can get a job ™

He carried the eteak on o hot pewter
platier upstalrs to the man Iying shug,

Well" he asked, “have you got the
money T

T've got
you.™

“And vyou saw the

“I've seon the Indy.
-as ever ! smw, HBut

“How dangerous?™

= "Tell the man,” she sayva “that he's
ol to do what he's told. 1 know all about
bim. A word from me will have him
hanged. And tell him that he was not
married 1o me, because he had a wife al-
ready. Dall 4e her name, and he wos mar-
rvied In Shadwell Church, five yours ngo—
in the month of July ' she sayse™

“How did #he koow that ™

“1 can't tell your. That's what she sald,
And here's your money, Five gulneas
she sends vou, You're to make It jast &
long time, ahe suys Divll a bit more
you'll have for a Jong tfme. Gilve mwe a
shilling. 1 wouldn™t rob you: a shililng
is all 1 want for my own trouble. Thank
you.”

“Come and 4drink a bout this evening.”
The negro rattled the colns with the rap-
turous vislons of unbounded rum for him-

But she's

o to

five gulneas—there it is for
ndy 7
Bhe"s a fine woman

she's a dangerouse.””

self and friends. “*Be careful, mate; 1
wouldnt go down, if I was you. They
seem honox lads, but no one can tell
There is talk of a negro monaway from

Virginta: 1 heard people In the street tulk.
ing of & hue and cry., and the reward
It's a pot of money for anyone, mind you.”

“Bo "tis; #o ‘e

“There may be some of those down be-
Jow—but who knows? Brother, If 1 were
you I'd Iay wp here. Ger your drink up
the stalrs—and your supper. Doll will do
that for you Lay up, lay up o bir"™

Bo saying he departed, jeaving Mr.
Truzo to the enjoyment of his stenk and
the apprehension of betrayal, He hnd also
filled the heart of one of Truxo's wives
with jealousy, so that he came away with
the consclouencss of having done n good
morning work nt the expense of n lttle
exercise of the imagination.

As for the negro, be sat alone In his
room, a prey to all the direst terrors—
and drinking contlnuously in order to put
out of slght tlu% narrow courtyard with
which he was already famillar, and the
thoughts of the rriangular tree along the
Oxford road, which rose up before him in
his waking hours and In his dreams.

CHAFPTER XVIIL

Miver next turned hls attention to the
bankrupt then under the hospliable root
of the Grapes, where his hill was mount-
ing at an incredible speed, assisted by
the landiord, who pressed upon hix guest
the finest contents of his cellar. Perhaps
the lawyer had private reasons of his own
for defcating the purposes of the noble
Lord, Isabel’s brother-in-law, from whom
he bad endursd many flounts and inso-
lences such ng 0 man of rank may infllct
upon ote below him In station without
riek of retaliation or retort.
& xencral rale, It might be alleged that
the more worthless a man of quality Is,
elther morally or mentally, the more In.
tolerable i= his arrogance, #0 that & no-
bleman who has nothing but his rank—
nefther statesmanship nor eloguence, nor
service In the army, nor leadership, nor
wealth, nor morals, ror principies, nor
the record of #n honorable Hfe—carries
off his true obecurity by pride and Inso.
lence. In his treatment o Oilver, Lord
Sirptherrick had been especially arro-
guni., because he foresaw the possibillty,
which should be prevented if possible, of
a closer tle than that of friendship be.
tween him and Issbel-Oliver endurea
this Inmience because he was unwilling
to quartel with one so closely allled with
the lady. But, when the occasion arrived,
it was but human and it was natural
that he should seize upon the opportu-
nity In order to defeat the schemes of this
pennlless peer.

It was now certaln that Lord Strather-
rick, out of gratitude to the lady who
maintained him, was keeping this bank.
rupt at his former valet's tavern, In order
to make money for himeelf by professing
to buy his sllence—a scheme truly worthy
of his rece and his ancestry. Now,
therefore, Oliver considered the situation
with some care. It was as follows:

There was a revengeful, drunken crea.
ture who had so often declared Mrs, Wey-

want better proosf than |

Doll, 1 wouldn't anger him., Bo |

Perhaps, as |

Epwechless and sometimes wholly =pecch-
lesr —sremed a8 cortadn safegunard,

That In the morning, whes his mind,
muddled nt best, wns at its clearest, no
one was In the tavern at all. This was

another safeguard,

That he understood, If he could under-
stund anyihing that hi= delightful ac-
coss 1o nll kinds of drink was the price of
Elienee,

That tf he spoke at mll the value of his
sience was destroyed.,

Further—the mun was taken
tuvern by order of his londship

But hia jardship had ne money to pay
for the man's malntenance,

Therefore if lsabel refused to pay any-

In at the

thing the man must be turmed Into the
slreels

| If Lord Stratherrick himself, in re-
venge, =larted the seandsi be would be

tent back to his deserted country houre
by the withdrawal of the allowanos

If Isubwl refured, further, to pay the
Iandlord of the tavern, he might start the
scandal on his own account. The man
had azlready called upon Isabel and de-
manded payment.

On the whole, the only persgn 1o bhe
feared in the business was this landlord,
{g;‘;'t] he. chiefly, to the éxtent of his own
{ bl

Considering, therefore, the whole case
thus presented, Oliver resoleed on golng
bebind his lordehip’'s back and on  dis-

cu=ng the case with Mr. Pinder direct.
He therefore called at the tavern In the
afternoon. Mr. Pinder was In the par-
lor, the room behind the bar, where the
company met every evening. He was
kefitedd at the table, his account books
| before Mim. In an elhow chafr beside tTe
fireplace waz a man asleen. By his purple
chiek, his nose swollen and painted, his
| protruding lips, his hands which trembiled
| In his sleep, Oliver recognized the bank-
| rupt, object of ay much solichiude, “Your
friend,” he observed to Mr, Pinder. open-
ing the conversation “appears to be very
| pear an apopiectic fit. A ewollen neck,
short and thick, a bloated face, shaking
hands—what do these things mean, wr?
He should take care. He s ripe for the
scythe unless 1 am much mistaken.”

This waz obvibusly true. Yei men in
this condition do sometimes so continue
for muny years. It is as if the fatal
thears were always open for them, and
alwaye kept from closing in order that
they might repent and reform, Yet this
man never thought of repentance or of
reformation. He had no pricking of con.
sclenve—his congclence was dead—for the
neglect of wife and children, or for the
ruln he had brought upon himeelf. Hun.
dreds, or thousands, there are In this town
of creatures thus besolted and bemured.
who can no jonger think or understand
or act, and sare mere breathing casks of
drink, to whom small ale is cool and raw
punch is hot, and there !s no other de-
light or longing or desire left In life but
the coolness of the one and the sweet hest
and strength of the other,

“He will do. Let him be.” sald Mr. Pin-
der. “'You wish to speak to me, sir* You
oan do =0 without fear of waking him.”

“If I mistake not,” eald Oliver, “this
is the man concerning whom 1 have eome
to see you, Mr. Pinder. This Is, 1 believe
Mr Fulton, formerly of Ludgate HiIL™

“It Is Mr. Fulton, sir. A most unfor-
tunate and worthy gentleman*

“Of his misfortunes I have no doubt,
Concerning his worth  those who know
him, I belleve, differ in opinion."™

“That's as may be, =ir. You come, how.
*Ter, 1o see me about him ™

Oliver gazed upon the sleeplng man,
whose appearance wae certalnly agamst
him. “He looks like a gentleman of stel-
Iing worth, does he not™

“Well, sir. betore we discourse about
him at all, perbaps you wili kivdly give
me your name and your reasons for call-
Ing upon me.™

“Asx for my name, It Is Macnamara, |
am A Inwyer—of the upper har as yel-
& member of the Inner temgile.”

“What has a lawyer to do
Fulton or with me? [ want
meddling In my affalrs"

“1 come from the Honorable Mrae. Wey-
Innd, a

with Mr
no lawyer

lady whose name you have
heard—whom you have seen—In—connec-
ton with ocertaln proposals of Lord

Stratherick and concerning this worthy
gentleman who Is now asieop before us ™

“Well, #ir, there Is no harm, I belleve,
In acknowledging that I do know her
Indyship by name—and by reputation. and
that | have had the honor of specch with
her, Mr., Falton, however, knows more
about her than 1 myselr.™”

“Perhape. It i also certaln that Mr.
Fulton pretends to more knowledge than
he posseeses.”’

“in what way. sir?™

“In several waye For Instance, Mr.
Fulton credits the lady with being the
cause of his bankruptcey He was ai-
ready bankrupt when he tried to get
payment of a debt not yet due, with the
intention of defraunding his creditors.”

“1 know nothing about that.”

“He also pretends that the Indy was
married In Newgate to a condemned felon
In order to shift her debis to the back
of that creature.”™

“Pretends? Why, she was marricd ™

“He says so. That is one of the points
q.”
Pinder pushed back his chair and
rove.  “Bir,” he sald, “have a care—law
yer or no lawyer, it is certain that the
lady was married in Newgate”

“It 1=, on the other hand, quite certain
that she was not."”

“Then, sir. why 4ld not this gentleman
Issye an writ for the arrest of his
debtor ™"

“First, probably.
wans married. N
wae not his debt.”

“This = n very strange story, sir, very
strange.™

“Perhaps. Now, Mr, Pinder, your af-
falrs as regards this man are, to a cer-
taln extent, in my hands, You keep this
man—Lord Stratherrick and you—in a
kind-of peaceful heaven—the only heaven
the poor devil is llkeély to know., You
keep him In captivity, s0 to speak. You
keep him drumnk, In order to insure his
sllence, which you propose to sell to Mrs,
Weyland, and to keep on selling it as
long as this man shall be spared the end
which certainly awaits him.

“I don’t know, sir, that 1 am obliged
to disouss this business with you.”

“¥You are not obliged st all. Keep
silence, by all means, If you wish. 1
would, however, remind you, Mr. Plnder,
that your friend here has already run up
a considerable bill for drink and mainte-
nance—that if you look to Lord Strather-
rick for payment of the bill you will be
disappointed-—"*

“] do not know that I shall be disap-
pointed. Quite the contrary.”

*You think so. You still look to Mrs
Weyland for the payment of this bill
and for a certaln sum of money, which
you will share with his lordship.™

“Well” Mr. Pinder changed counte-

becnuse he thought she
perhaps. becauss 1t

{and there will be compensation for this

| time.”

nance, “of course my bill will be pald,

posr man ™

“Go on thinking so, If It makes you
happy. Meuntime, 1 can assure you that
Mrs. Weyland will give nothing in com.

pensation—nothing. As regards  your
bill, It will be for you to declde how |
long you will keep him—out of your

compassion and generosity.”
“His Lordship will pay me—**
“From what funds? From what In- |
come? You were hix valet and you know
the clreumstances. Understand, Mr. Pin-
der that If his Lordship gives any trouble

In the matter his allowance will be at
once  stopgwed, You have to deal with
Mre. Weyland, that is, with me, in the
matrer.””

Mr. Pinder dropped his hands and
stared. “Give his Lordship nothing?" he
Ensjeed

“Nothing. Nothing at all.™

"He Informed me that the lady will

glve him all he aske'
“You are acquninted, of old, with Lord

Startherrick. You are also acquainted
with s present circumstances, What
do you think?™"

*"Then—who Is. 1o repay me for my out-
lay on thls drunken hog?

“This worthy gentleman, you mean—
Mr. Pinder, 1 do not know.™
Somaebody will have (o pay, Some-

body shall pay;: if T go to court with 1™

“As you piease. You received orders
from hie Lordship. You canno! make &
noble Lord pay. surely, Mr. Pindgr, you
know so much. His rank protects him’

Mr. Pinder groaned, “If this {2 true="
he began

Iz quite true. I am commissioned
by the lndy to present the facts for your
considerntion”’

“"His blll Is tremendous. No one would
belkeve that o man could run up such &
bill us thi= man has done in =o short a

is

“Hiz appearance
considerable
conceraed.”

“He !5 always drinking. T have taken
him inte the house at the request of my
Lord, and 1 give him the run of the
cellnra—also nt hix request. He doesn't
trouble the kitchen much, but the ocel.
jars, the cellare—why the man s Hke
a sponge. He would empty the biggest
cellars In London in n few months. He
begins In the early moming with purl;
all the forenoon he drinks winge by» the
pint, unless it heer, which he some-
timex prefers (o wine ns cooler to the
stomach. He never eats any dinner,
only calis for what there =, turns it over
on the plate and sends it away and
calls for more drink. In  the after-
noos, as you see, s=ir, he slespe off some
of the drink. In the evening he drinks
punch untll he is speechlesa, when the
boys drag him upstairs and jay him op
the bed. Drunk? He is drunk all day
end all night. He is never truly sober
for an instant.”

“If 1 wanted to speak with him Is
thers not an hour In the day when he
is less drunk thun at other times™

"1 suppose he i« sobered at 7 in the
morning. He wakes In good time, and
he comes downstairs looking about him
for a Jug of small ale ™

“An expensive guest.™

“Well, sir, who ks to pay my MHU™

“That,” sald Oliver, “is the difficulty,
You can hardly expeet Mrs, Weyland to
pay It. seelng that the man = entertalned
solely on the chance of getting money
from her.”

“But sir, if | cannot get the bill paid
I stand to lose n lsrge sum.*

“A large sum. 1 feur so, indeed, unless,
of course, you come to terms With me.™

“What may sour terms be?' Mr. Pin-
der's expressive countenance had a lim.
ted range of expression; it might be
cunning: it might be suspleious: it might
be threatening. It had been all three In
the course of thelr conversation. Now
it began agaln, witn susplelon,

“M¥ terms are not hard. First of all,
the man must be turmed into the stroet™

“If my Bill is pajd he goes out in three
minutes.* Mr. Pinder made as If he
would waken the slesper. Oliver mo-
tioned him back.

“We will come to your blil afterward.
Do not waken the poor wreteh before
the time. Lot him g0 on drinking today.
In the moming at 7 | will cail here and
iry to get speech with him.™

gedems
powers where

to  Indicate
drinking \r

i=

“Certainly, sir; certainly. That can be
dome"
“Very good. Now we come to the bl

Leave out the question of compensation
altogether. Lot me know the amount you
prapose to charge for his drink and main-
tenance.””

Mr. Pinder turned over the leaves of his
book. “lLeodging ot o shilllng a night:
a4 shilllng?" He looked at the lawyer,
“T meant two shillings."

“Dear. Very dear. But go on."

"Foold. Dinner and supper, at two shil-
lings and sixpence each—food for the most
part spolled, not eaten. Flve shilllngs a
day. Services of chambermaid, boots,
pothoy, at two shillilngs a day.”

“Denr. Very dear, But zo on*
“Drink—ah’' there, | fear. you will stick.
Yet the charges at the Grapes are nogori-
ous for their moderution. Eigh shillings
and sixpence a day.” -
“Yes . ¥es, dear,
that 117

“Washing: a new
money out of pocket,
twopence,™
“Moderare, Mr. Pinder, very moderate.”
“Could you belleve It possible, =ir, that
one man could drink =0 much™'
“It is diMeult, indeed. almost
ble. The tots)™
“The tota] s £ 75 1. including yes-
terday.™ Mr. Pinder glanced cur!u;.uti\‘
and anxiously at the lawyer. “As Yyou
say., modernte.

“1 414 not =ay moderate, except for the
emallert jtem Well, sir, 1t is projse-
warthy of you to wrust this man to so
lurge an extent. To return 10 a disegres-
able subject what sccurity have sou for
this debtT No securlty? 1 thought not
Consider again: you have pot consalited
Mrs. Weyland; vou eal upon her and
she warned you. Yet you though: she
might be bulled nnd threatened. You
cannot sue her. You must spread ahroad
Hbels and so Nnd yourself fn a crimingl
court. What will you do then™

Mr. Pinder was stlent. He stood beside
the table with hanging hands and down-
cast face—in silence.

“I don't know,” he replled,
that 1 can de nothing. | had looked to
his lordship—I might have known that
thrl’\"-hi not any man in the world whose
word ean be less trusted than hix. 1 was
his valet and I know him' sir, there s
not o more contemptible person in the
world, when you have taken away his rib-
bon and his star. He will chent and e
and decelve everybody for the sake of a
gulnea.”™

“He hag decelved you In this case, nt
leant, becsause It Is quite certain that he
cannol and will not pay your bill.”

Mr. Pinder groaned. “8ir, I am at your

merey.”
They

very dear. Is

pair of stockings:
four shilllnga ana

Incredl-

“1 own, sir,

“Then we shall come to terms.
are thesé. You wiil say nothing te your
friend here, the gentleman in liquor. In
the consideration of such a part of this
debt as Mrs, Weylnnd may consent to pay,
you will transfer to me—to me, mind—the
debt of the man to you. I shall send my
attorney Lo you presently to arrange the
business. At 7 tomorrow moming 1 will
come here to see him. Perhaps he will
then be able to understand and to speak."”

Mr. Finder administered a savage kick

to the legs of the chalr In which the sleep-
ing man wae sitting.

“Drunken beast!™ he sfid, =0 quickly
may a worthy gentleman lose his reputa-
tion.

CHAPTER XIX.

The Cockpit of Gray's Inn, lying on the
north slde of that venerable Inn of Court,
wag 2 place frequented by Lord Strather-
rick every evening. The is In no
way Inferior to that of the Cockplt in Tol-
hill Fleids, while the company Ix not com-
posed of nohle lords and gentlemen, nor ia
the betting, without which the sport would
be dull and spiritiess, beyond the means
of persons impoverished, delayed or begin-
ning., The place itself is lke a round
tower outside, and within is filled with
benches. which rise one above Lhe other
tound a circular stage in the middle,
which i the place where the birds fight,
The company which assembles at the
Gray's Inn Cockpit every evening Is truly
of a mixed character. For the nolse that
they make, for the shouting, swearing,
fighting and brawling offered up every
evening In sacrifice to the Powers of Evil,
it should be called a rabble rout, but
there are frequenters of the Pit who must
not be clussed with the rabble. Thus one
mny find here decayed gentlemen who
have run through thelr sstate, officers who
have carried His Mojesty's colors over
many a field, Templars and others, law-
yers who love the anclent sport of cock-
ing, tradesmen from the clty, who would
be wiser 10 keep at home and attend to
thelr shops: young merchants, who should
be muking up thelr ledgers; visitors from
the country, anxious to compare the cock-
pits of London with those of their own
towne; farmers and cattle-drovers, skip-
pers of merchant ships, with storles of
cock fights in the West Indles and on the
gold coast; young bloods, mostly half
drupk: butchers In biue, who are alwava
patrons of the sport, craftsmen of all
kinds, plckpockets, footpads, highway-
men and thief-takers: men who come to
bet, and. If they lose, to silnk away, If
they win, to clamor for payment—a mot-
ley and mixed company, indeed. Among
them may be found every day certaln per-
wons of grave and reverend aspect. They
bring with them bags, and In the bage
are birds. They are the owners, breeders
and triners of birds, This is thelr occu-
pation, this thelr livellhood, and the cock-
pit s thelr exchange In which they moke
their money.

Ollver stood In the upper ring for a
while, looking at the scene, with which
he was not unfamiliar., Every Irishman
loves all kinds of sport. It was not the
first tme that he had seen the Grays
Inn cockpit. Now, however, he looked on
with special Interest, because he came on
an errand which concerned one of the
company and not the sport.

Hao discovered hia lordship sitting in the
lowest circle of seats, that close to the
stage or pit where at the moment a pair
of birds was engaged in the duel, which
they love ns much as the men who stimu-
Inte them and fire them. Lord Strather-
rick was watching the combat with face
rapt and absorbed; the peevishness had
gone out of it; his lower llp no longer
proclalmed his discontent; the Insolence
of his pride had gone out of him: he was
transformed Into one whose whaole soul
was still In the sport which had rulned
him. Like nll gamesters, had he recelved
n second fortune, It would have gone the
same wiy as the first. Oillver handly rec-
ognized him, &0 transformed he was. He

saw, further, that the people had
given him the best sent; that
they did not prees upon him or
crowd him—yet (o other gentlemen
they showed no respect a= to rank. In
this cnse they respected—could theso

gamesters but respect?—the man who had
given to the sport by which they all de-
sired to become rich (but never succeeded)
the whole of his estate, and yet remained
the votary of the sport. They also re-
spected the man who had made of cock-
ing the sole study of his life; who knew
all the points of a bird; how to pick out
likely chicks: what to pay for them: how
to breed them: how to develop their fight-
ing spirit: how to feed thoam: how to trim
thelr feathers for the fight; how (o Nx
thelr spure; how to welgh and match the
brds, to note thelr marks and thelr age,
as well as thelr welght and in fighting out
the mailn, to take care that oniy those
birds are matched which fall In or are
proved to be within an ounce of each oth-

When the play was over the latter was
in great good humor:; not only had he
won many gulneas, but he had also proved
:::d:.'n Judgment and knowledge of the

The people rolled out noisily, fighting
thelr battles over again.

1 am proud to lose a few bets with =0
great a cocker as your Lordship,” sald
Ollver politely. ““Perhaps on some other
evening I may be privileged to tike an-
other lesson.'

“8ir, T am here most evenings. The
sport {s my chief amusement.”
“My Lord, I have had the honor of

meeting you once or twlce at a certain
house In Bt. James Sguare.”™ Lord
Stratherrick affected unconsclousnes. At
the house of Mrs. Weyland.”

“Ay, ay, as you say, sir.”” he resumed
at once the cold and Insolent alr of the
nobleman. COutside the cockpit thls man-
neér was hablitual with him. “No doubt,
sir, as you say."™

“My Lord, there s a tavern not far
from here, In Covent Garden. 1 shouid
be greatly honored, and so would the
company, which s chiefly composed of
lawyers, If your Lordship would take a
glass of punch with me. A coach will
take us to the spot In a few minutes.”

“8ir.” his Lordship hesitated, but yield-
ed to the peductiveness of the punch, “I
shall be honored by accepting your invi-
tation,™

After two or three glasseg of the punch
and listening to two or three songs from
the young lawyer In the room, Lard
Stratherick began to show signs of some
cordiality. He was but human. “8ir,"” he
sald, 1 remember, now, [ have met you
at the house of my sister-in-law on sev.
eral occasions, If I am right.”

“Quite right. On several occaslona. Let
me offer your Lordship another glass of
this excellent punch. It is whispered
among ourselves that the liwyer's wig
covers the finest judge of punch, but to-
night we must except your Lordship.”

“Why, #sir, you may do =0, perhaps,
without prejudice, as you lawyers, say
to your legitimate clalms.”

“Mrs. Weyland, If one may mention her
name with the greatest respect In this
company,” Oliver dropped his voles to
a whisper, “yvour Lordship's sister-in-law
is, I am sorry to say, unhappy at this
moment.”

“Indeed? Why?"

“Allow me—another glass. If your Lond-
ship s as good a judge of a glass of
punch as of a bird. we shall be pleased
with your apprubation. The lady's un-
happlness 18 In fact partiy due to your
Lordship."

“How, sir?"

“l am giad of an opportunity—unex-
pected as welcome—of laying the matter
before your Lordship, even In this public
place. Your Lordship cannot but know
the reverence with which Mrs. Weyland
regards the head of her husband’s fam-
fiy.”

“Why, =ir,” thinking of the smallness
of hia allowance, ] was not awnare—"

“Of course, the lady eannot be always
prociaiming the fact. Your Lordship will,
however, remember that her own family
is Inferlor to her late husband’s, which
makes her the more ready, perhaps, to
recognize the respect due to its leader.”

“Pray, sir, proceed.™

“8he Is, then, uneasy becaure she Im-
agines that she has In some way forfeit-
ed your Lordship’'s esteer.

“Ahem'! My esteem.” His Jordship
sipped his glass thoughtfully. He could
not upderstand what was meant, because,
indeed, that esteem for the head of the
family had not of late been marked,

“There are certain passages in the
lady's past history which should be for-
gotten, out of respect to her husband’s
family, They have been misrepresented,
especially by a fellow who Is a drunken
ltar saving your Lordship's presence,
She fears that you bellsve the story
of this fellow and that you may be pro-
tecting him at the risk of her own repu-
tation and the honor of the famliy.”

“There is certainly an unfortunale per-
son—""

“He Is kept at your Lonrdahip’s expense
at a certaln tavern in Jermyn street,
where he employs  his” whole time In
drinking. He has made up a tnle with
which he decelves those who lsten to
him. I would submit to your Lordship
that the maintenance of such a creature
Is derogatory to the dignity of your fam-
iiy.*”

{To bs continuesd )

¢r In welght. These are very | tant
matters, and [t will be confessed that
sinee n cockplt Is frequentéd by those who
live upon the success of their birds, the
presence of an umplre to see fair play and
to tnke care that there shall be no trick-
ery may be at times most useful. This
important function was performed by Lord
Stratherrick, not by election or aproint-
ment, but by universal consent. The re-
speet with which his opinlon was recelved
doubtiess helped to reconcile him to ex-
iquity of his bets and the small amount
of his transactions over the sport.

The company respected him: they all
knew him for*a ruined nobleman: they
took his bets {n shillings with as much
outward show of care as they observed
In their few guineas—higher than guin-
eas the Gray's Inn cockplt rarely goes
For his part, he took no rhare In the
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bellowing and bawiing of the ¢ ny:
he sat in sllence, unmoved even when the
brawl! turned into a fight; or when one
who trled to sllnk out lay half mur-
dered on the floor, or when another who
could not pay was hoisted In a basket
to the roof and there hung up exposed
to the derision of the house. In all the
hubbub, he =at #till and silent, distin-
guished among the rest not only by his
dress and his star, but also by the se-
rene contempt with which he regarded the
elamor around him,

Beslde His Lordship =at a fellow In a
leathern apron, who was a smith, or
craftsman of some kind. Presently Oli-
ver, slipping down behind him, touched
this man on the shoulder, whispered a
few words and placed 1 coln in his hand
The man rose and exchanged seats with
him. Oliver, theréfors, was now sitting
beside the man for whom he came to the
place. Lord Stratherrick pald no heed to
the change? not that he observed noth-
Ing, but it was part of his manner to
ghow no Interest in any of the company.

Ollver watched for an opportunity: the
fight then golng on was not one of those
which belong te & main: It was a by
ficht hetween two young cocks still at
the age when they ean be called stags
and of unequal weights. For some rea-
son the mutch excited the groatest Inter-
est in the house. Everyone was bawling
at once: the nolse was terrific. Ollver,
without reminding his nelghbor that he
knew him, introduced himself in the man-
ner allowed In all sport.

“Inoes your lordship,” he asked. “chose
to her?'

Without taking his eyves off the birds,
this prince of cockers made Immediate
reply: 1 will take 5 to 3 against the
smaller bird."

Oliver,, who knew someithing of the
sport, re"nunuﬂl the ald sportsmain. For,
in spite of the clamor of those who
backed the stronger and the larger bird,
he could see that the other was fresher,
better plucked and of greater spirit than
his antagonist. It was not his business,
however, to display his own knowledge,
so much as to humor and please the oth-
er man. “1 will give you,”” he replied,
“five to two agalmst your bird in half-
crowns.” This, observe, was not only to
offer & bet nearly sure to be lost, but also
to give longer odds. “Five to two, my
Lord? Done.™

He sald no more, and the fight went on,
Alns! Im five minutes after the usual
sparring, felnting, retreating and advane-
Ing, which glves cock-fighting so much
excltement and the charm of apparent
uncertaluty, save to those who know the
meaning of the game and the powers of
the birds, the smaller eock sprang upon
the neck of his antigonist and with a
single blow of his still spur lald him dead.

Then there arose the usual claimor which
wel the lusion of & cockfight,
with the ususl disputes and eclaims of
those who bet.

“Five haif-crowns, my Lord,” Oliver
paszsed them along. "I hope your Lord-
ship will glve me my revenge.”

The ing went on. Oliver betted
with continuous bad luck. In other words,
he showed himself obatinately of the op-
posite oplnlon to that of his Lordship
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