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HOW BIRDS AMUSE THEMSELVES

SWINGS OF THE TITMICE—ANECDOTES OF THE
MOCKING BIRD AND THE LORIES
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to the simpler plays that
the varlous games of ball do in human
itfe. Birds In capltvity show this plainiy.
Parrots and cockatoos are fond of varying
the monotony of thelr I with play-
thing=, bits of chain, glttéring objects,
a featber, a key, almost anything, in-
lewd, they will amuse m=elves with
for hours, and show a 5 gense of
onwerzhip by resenting any other use of
the objects they consider thelr awn,

A tnme mocking bird who had the free-
dom of the house,
of & pafer of ney
Finding this treasure :
he would work at 1t i} he
lnogened the fold, then scize one corner
of the paper In his beak, and with one
flirt send the oesdies In o shower over
the floor, to his grest delight.

Larles, favorite cage birds of the parrot
vy with one another In

hoppine slileways in 2 eolr-
ele, with droll gestures, nodding their
nds expressively, rolling over emd over,
aking hands and many other ghimbois
A noble mocaw, sauys Dr. Karl Russ, and
an Amasoninn parrot played together lke
two pupples, wrestling and tumbling each
other about.
Wild birds nre not less frollesome. J
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A great

| party of crows were seéen by Mr. Long

to play & long time with a bit of chinn,
one Fnatching it and fAying away with 5
while all the rest tried to make him drop
it, flapping their wiags In his eyes 5
in hix face and in every way teasi
When at last they succeeded there was a
rush and a scramble, and the one who
secured it became in his turn the butt of
the party. Hawks, probably mates, piny
together with their prey, especially
snakes. One will fly to a great helght
and drop 1, when his playfellow  will
cateh It before it reaches the grouml
Then the parts are reversed and the sec-
ond one takes his turn at droppir R~
vens act in  stmilar {ashion with sea-
urching, only thiz = a golitary game,
where the hird who drops also does the
citching, doilng It before the urchin
reaches the ground and I8 broken, thus
showing that it is piay, and not desire
to oent

A strikingly human characteristic is
ghown in the play of birds amusing them-
selves at the expense of others—what we
call * sing.”" A party of folly bluejays
were observed in Ohlo engaged In this
game. It was cherry time, 1 a well-
loaded tree fnvited all cherrv-lovers (o
partake. There were busily engnged rob-
Ins, catbirds, red-headed woodpeckers and
otherz. The mischievous blueconts would

| stiay quietly on a nelghboring tree il

l

everybody was absorbed in the feast,
and then suddenly descend apon them with
loud erjes. Of course, the cherry-enters
would be panle-stricken and ! disor-
der, when the fun-loving jays w “nlm-
Iy return to their tree and wa itil all
were back st thelr feast, then repent the
performance,

Tumbling over nd over, or turning som-
erzanlts in the air, i= & popular game.
The black-coated gentry excel in gro-
teaque wing play Ravens looking the
embodiment of solemnity are frollcsome
as boys One curlous performance was
seen by Mr. Selous. While ilying soberly
along, the bird suddenly closed the wings
and rolled over on one side. turning com-
pletely and coming up on the other side,
but sometimes he turned half way
and “reversed” amd came up the way he
started, It was an extraordinary feat,
and the bird proceeded on his way as i
he had dene nothing eccentric. but in a
few moments repeated the sport, and did
so four or Hive Umes In succession, with
stolid flights betwoeen.

The dancing of ostriches and cranes
has often been noticed, but another sort
is not so well known. This is o kind of
“nozing’’ ploy. Here is one conducted by
n dignified grackle. Two birds take their
place on the ground facing. Then togeth-
cr they begin slowly ralsing their h
twisting them comlically from stde to slde,
keeplng their eyes on ench other. Far-
ther und further streteh up the bills til
they point to the sky. and even more.
In this absurd position they stand for
some tigee, then lower them, and all is
over, taling their pleasure serfously, as
thelr countrymen are sald to do, Our
own flicher, or polden-winged woodpeck-
er, indulges in a dignified but comical per-
formance, mostly posing.

The great plover has a grotesque play.
described by Mr. Selous. Toward evening
the birds will begin to run around In
great excitement, waving thelr wings,
lenping into the air and then “pitehing'
about like ships In a rough sea, and
threatening overy moment to dig their
bills intoe the ground. In o,.few minutes
the paroexysm Is past and the birds re-
sume their ordinary demeanor. Another

¢ bird, the kagu, In the London zoological

grounds, carries this frenized piny a step
tarther. and actunlly does thrust his bill
into the ground, and holds it there, kick-
Ing and fluttering with iezs and wings.
The last | shall mention Is a "“kicker,'

{ though not in the newspaper sense. He

is o cassownry, and when the playful e
seizes him he rollis on the ground, with
legs in the alr, more like a monkey than
a great blnd. Then he springs up and
rushes madly about, leaping six feet Into
the alr and kicking everything he en-
counters, with such violence that he often
landx fiat on his back. This Is perhaps
the dyollest of bird piays.
OLIVE THORNE MILLER,
Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. &5
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