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THE ELECTRIC RAILROAD,

Those who are planning to build an
electric line of raliroad up the Klickitat
River from the Columbla to Goldendale
have hit upon the best and surest means
for the giving of transportation facili-
ties to what may be called the “side
districts” of Oregon and Washington.
It has been demonstrated that If regions
like the Klickitat Valley are to walt
upon the coming of standard lines of
raliroad they must wait long. The cre-
ation of such lines is a slow business
Neither the enterprise nor the capltal
for extemmive rallroad projects is easlly
found, and thelr cost makes them, In
many jostances, impracticable from &
business standpolnt.

But the electric read is quite another
thing. It ia lighter of comstruction, it
{s simpler and cheaper to operate, and
it s In a!l respects calculated to an-
ewer the requirements of districts whose
main necessity Is to be brought nto
connection with some through line of
rallroad comparatively at hand, or
with one or anothér of our many nDav-
Igable water courses. For the creation
of roads of this kind, Oregon and Wash-
ingtan have an especia] advantage in
thelr almost universal resource of water
power. We know of ne district large
enough in its productive character to
make traffic for an electric line which
has not a water power avallable for its
operation. Power which elsewhere Is 2
costly thing is here very cheap, or may
be made so, for it now runs to waste
down every canyon and aimost down
every hiliside

The Klickitat Valley s only one of
many slmilar districts which might be
brought into immediate connection with
general markets by the comstruction of
relatively chaap electric rallroads. The
eastern part of Clackamas County, the
Nehalem country and other regions be-
yond number which make little or no
progress under present conditions have
the means of development in thelr own
hanfs if they would strike for rellef
through the relatively cheap electric
road, rather than hope against hope for
the standard road, which is wholly be-
yond thelr reach unless some great cor-
poration may chance to look thelr way
in connection with larger projects. The
electric road is plainly the practical
thing for such communities, affording,
as It does, an abaslutely efficlent means
of tramsportation at relatively small
cost for constructifn and for operation.

There is no more Interesting phase
of sccondary development in the ocider
sections of the United States than the
growth of electric rallway lines, East
and West, they sre epreading every-
where, and very commonly in districts
already occupled by Hnes of standard
road With one break of less than
three miles, It is now poasible 1o travel
all the way from New York to Boston
by trolley lines; and the journey could
be almost Indefinitely extended i half
& fozen directions morth from the last
pamed clty. Right slongside of the
Erie Canal, and of the many llnes of
standard rallway which web over the
reglon of Central and Western New
York, there are many local electric
lines, and all do 2 good business. The
relative cheagmess of thelr construction
and operation makes them formidable
rivals of The standard roads at all
points where they come into competi-
tion; and they are proving to be of im-
mense advantage In the power which '
they exert to reduce and hold down
general transporiation rates,

Chicago is coming to be a center of
electric rallroads rivaled only In s
character s & center of standard rail-
road lineg. There Is scarcely a village
anywhere within £5 milles of the clty
which may not take s cholee of riding
by standard road or by trolley; and It
i# to the facilities which the trolley
Does afford that many of the newer of
Chicago’'s suburbs owe thelr existence.
And something llke the condition at
Chicago i repented in connection with
pretty much every enterprising clty in
the West. At Mlwaukee, Plttsburg,
Cleveland—everywhere It Is the same,

Californla, too, is doing a good deal
in the way of electiric roed building, in
spite of the diendvantage due to Jack
of water power and to the high cost
of coal, which is there the only avails-
ble reservoir of motive power. Santa
Monlea and San Pedro are connected
with Los Angeles by eleciric rosds,
wwhich carry both frelght and passen-
gere, and there are similar connections
between Los Angeles and Pasadena and
other neighboring cities. Oakland has
long been connrected with its suburb of
Heywards by electric road, and it has
been found so profitable that the line
is being extended down 4nto the Banta
Clara Valley =ome 50 miles or more.
The electric road which conpects Ban
Franclsco with Millbrae is al=o build-
ing south to San Jose, where it ls
planned to make it the trunk line for a

wed ' of “elsctric feeders extending
throughout the ecuntry about the last-
aamed town,

Everywhere the electric road is com-
ing into extensive use, not merely as a
means to gvercome Isolatjon, bat in dis-
tricts already served by standard roads.
It thrives alongside the standard road
because It §8 able to do business at
lower raten. Its relative cheapness
makes 1t; within Hmits, a far better
agoncy of transportation for small dis-
tricts than the siandard road, which
must-earn interest upon a large basls
of invested capital. For reasons stated
above, and for many others, the elec-
irie road is especially sulted to the ne-
cossitles of this country, and thelr mul-
tiplication here.ls only & matter of a
iittle time, -

T
HIGHLY BENEFICENT
TITON.™

Relatively new couptries like Oregon
and Washington, whoea development is
dependent largely upon the extenslon
of rallroad lires, have jist now an es-
pecial grievance against the system
which holds the materials of railroad
comstruction at abnormal and unreason-
able p?’ivnn_ One condition, unquestion-
ably, which holds back rallroad enter-
prise herg 1a the high price of steel
ralls, and for this the greal steg] trust
Is directly to blame. We say that the
steel trust is to blame because in mak-
ing & price upon ralls of $28 it is charg-
ing more than the legitimate value of
the product, and more than ploneer
raflroad construction—and all railroad
construction with us Is as yet reiatively
ploneer work-—can afford te pay.
The conditions of the steel rall mary
ket In this country and on the other
side of the Atlantic are extremely sig-
nificant. In our Eastern markets, as
stated above, the current price approxi-
mates $28, while the price of the same
ralis In England, with freight pald, is
only §22 60 per ton. Ocean freight alone
I= §5 11 per ton; so that American ralls
are belog sold in Englaond at $17 per ton
net. The power to thus discriminate
against home buyers and In favor of
forcign buyera rests, of course, upon the
leverage which the so-called protective
tariff puts into its handa. In this case,
as in some others, It does indesd “pro-
tect,” but the results of lts protection
are hardly of a kind to charm the
thoughtful student of public interests.
The New York World, from which we
take the figures above quoted, has still
further Interesting information {llus-
trating the “cinch™ which the stee] trust
holds upon the country, mand its man-
ner of making the most of It. It finda
that 2,000,000 tons of stedl rails are con-
sumed In this country annually, aod
by multiplying this sum by the differ-
ence berween the English price and the
American price, it finds that the trust
I8 collecting from its American custom-
ers 322,000,000 in excess of what it would
gindly acoept from ts forelgn cus-
tomerns.
It will, of couree, be urged by those
who spesk for the steel trust that It
could not profitably sell the whole of
its product at the low price made to its
foreign customera This may be =o,
but even being so, It does not expizin
or justify the wide difference of $11 per
ton between the domestic price and the
foreign price. There are, to be sure,
economies of production in manufacture
upon & scale which permite the sale of
the excess &t & price very far-below the
rate which would be profitable for the
whole product, but la this case the ar-
gument will mot apply, for, while cater-
log to the foreign trade Ly making an
extremely Jlow price, the trust has de-
liberately established a domestle price
which prohibits railroad construction in
large eections of the United States, and
€0 limit= its own home markel, PFur-
thermore, we have in the public record
of tha dividends puid by the trust to
Its own sharcholders proof positive that
the business {2 largely profitable, and
that It would still bé profitable even if
the vast sum exacted from the Amer.
lcan market for steel ralls in exvess of
the price made for the forelgm trade
were eliminated from Its receipts

To be specific, at the last quarterly
mesting of the eombine, held about two
weeks ago, it was announced that the
earninge for the preceding nine months
were §54,779,298, or & sum equivalent to
§14 per cent per annum upon the cap-
ital stock of the company. This would
not s¢em  seriously unreasonable,
though it Is a pretty good business
these days which will net this rate of
profit; but it becomes highly unreason-
able when it ls remembered that the
company s Itself a combination of
highly inflated small compan!es and its
“capitalization™ probably represents
double or three times the monesy actual-
ly employed In the business, and when
It Is further remembered that great for-
tunes are taken out of the earnings In
various forms before the dividend ac-
count is made up.

“PROTEC-

MUST CIT THEIR HAIR AND SHED
THEIR BLANKETS,

Commissioner Jonee, of the Indian
Bureau, has decided that If Indlans are
to be civilized they must conform to
some of the more comman rules of civ-
ilized life in their dress and costomes.
In this view an order has been jssued
to the noble red man to have his hsir
ehorn, 1o cease palnting his face and to
refraln from lodulgence in the sacred
dances, the last of which unfit him for
the ordinary duties of even an Indian
camp. To accomplish the Intent of this
porder agents are directed to employ all
the means at hand—to suspend rations
and other supplies, to ectnfine the
younger Indians who resist In the
guardhouse at hard labor, and by tact,
perseverance and firmness to induce the
old men to relinguish customs that bind
them to barbarism and Its traditions
Furthermore, the blanket Is to give way
to the clothing of Ameriean clvilizu-
tion. Some of the more tractable and
enlightened Indians have voluntarily
given up these adjuncts of nomadie life,
but by far the larger number cling to
the customs and costume of thelr race.

The wisdom of this order is apparenti.
The encumbering blanket and the long
halr of the Indian are not only insignia
of Indolentee, flith and savagery, bul
they are the instruments thereof, Work
is imposeible, self-respect Is Impossible,
cleasnliness Is Imposeible, as long ns
these customs are adhered to: and
without work, self-restralnt and a de-
gree of cleanliness, civilization is Impos-
sible. These indeed constitute its al-
phabet. In Its paternal dealings with
the Indiant it s surprising that the
Government has mot long ago promul-
galed and enforced these simple ele-
mentary rules of clvilization. A Blanket
indian is a blanket Indlan; nothing
more until he eheds his blanket and
gets Into clothes, which, as he walks
abroad, at least prociaim him to be a
humgn  being with an  untramimsled
body. Anticipating sullen refusal or

urdue haste in carrying
They are to rely npon tact
fopce, and in w0 case (0 use

means until milder measures have been
exkausted.  Politieal history does
support the idea that the Indlan
is & tactfu] person, hence It
of “Indian uprisings” are
sequent upon this order, It
for granted that “Poor Lo™ has not been
tactfully dealt with in the aftempt
make him cut his hair, wash the paint |
off his frce and shed his blanket, in the
interest of civillzation.
——

MATHEMATICS IN WAR.

Presjident Roosevell, in his
referring to West Pyint education,
Too much rtress should not be M on
ematics, nor should proficiency
to establlah the right of eniry to u
@'elite. The typlcal American officer
best Kind need not be & good muihematician:
but he must bo able to control Bimslf, to
coiltrol others, and to rhow boldness and fer-
tility of resource In every emourgency.
Admiral Melville, in the current nums-
ber of the Forum, under the title of
“The Mllitary Duty of Enginetring In-
stitutions,” shows clearly that what is
most needed in both the Army and the
Navy are plenty of officers who are
truined engineers. The working of a
fieet of modern battie-ships ha= become
largely a matter of steam sogineering,
80 that Admliral Melville's views con-
cerning his owa branch of the service
will bardly be contradicted, but it is
alsy true of jand warfare when con-
ducted against a highly civilised enemy
armed with modern artillery and small
arms. The engineer will be the great
fagtor in modern warfare whether waged
byi land or sea. The engineering or
mafhematical mind has always been
copspiouous among great commanders,
who have employed it for the accom-
plishment of strategic and tactical
movemsnis. It was the sallent guality
of Napolegn, who was distingulshied for
skill as an artillerist, for his eye for the
strength or weakness of a position and
for hls laborjous calculations resting
on hils topographical knowledge of the
enemy's field of operationa General
Scol§ confessed that he owsd his vie-
tories In Mexico to the enginsering skill
and abillty of Lee, Beauregard and
Isaac 1. Stevens.
The ablest officers of the Confederate
army, Lee and Joe Johnston, were en-
gineer Generals. Grant, who on the
Eeneral course stood about the middle
of his class, ranked as the finest mathe-
matician in his class. Professor Davies,
a4 famous mathematicisa, said Grant
was 50 fine a mathematilcan-that his
real ambition on leaving West Polnt
was to reslgn In a few years and be-
come A professor of mathematics In
some college of repute. Genersl Sher-
man was distinguished for his matke-
matical abllity and knowledge of mill-
tary engineering. Genera! McPherson
and General Schofield, Sherman's ablest
subordinates, were distinguished for
their mathematical echolarships. The
war found Schofield professor of mathe-
matics at 8t. Louls. General Humph-
reys, who succeeded Hancock In com-
mand of the Second Corps of the Army
of the Potomac; General Warren, who
commanded the Fifth Corps, and Gen-
eral Wright, who Jed the 8ixth Corps,
were all distinguished for thelr knowl-
edge of military ergineering, and so,
too, were Generals Mende, Pope, Frank-
lin, W. F. Smith, Porter, 1. 1. Etevens,
Rosecrans, Slocum, Getty and Couch,
Other things belig equal, the goldier
who I8 an accamplished military engi.
neer will beat the General who Is noth-
g but s masier of Infantry tacties,
but of course other thiogs are not al-
wave squal, so0 we sometimes find men
lilke Hancock, Longstreet and S8heridan,
not consplenoue for thelr scholarship
in mllitary engineering, who proved
Lrillisntly successfu] commanders,
But since the days of our Civil War
the Introduction of lmproved riflesa and
cannon has so completely revalutionized
modern war that a knowledge of mill-
lary mathematics is far more Important
and essential to an Army officer than it
was thirty years ago. President Roose-
velt admits that the future naval oM-
cer “must be a fighting engineer.™ It
is equally true of the Army officer who
asiumes to conduct operations of any
importance against a civilized foe. Of
course, If the American wsoldler was
never confronted with aoy more for-
midable enemy than a Filipino or a
Chinaman, he would need vothing be-
yond discipline and abllity to use hls
rifie, but if we ever meet a highly eclv-
lized foe, we shall badly need the mer-
vices of the officer of mathematical
training, the skilled artfllerist and the
fighting englneer, which is exactly what
General Kitchener has to be today in
Bowih Africa, It took 10,000 American
regulares nearly all day to overcome the
resistance of 1900 Spanish regulars on
Ban Jusn Hill, at a cost to us of nearly
1500 killed and wounded., Suppose the
100,000 "Spanish regulars fighting behind
the splendidly fortified lines of Havana
knd obliged us to lay siege to that eilty,
we ghould have soon found out that the
modern Army officer needs above all
things to be “a fighting engineer.”
Granting that the Spanish garrison
could have secured ample supply of
food, Havana might have proved as
costly a nut to crack as BSebastopol
Defended by modem rifles and artillery,
Sebastopol would be impregnable today.
The French storming column that
with diMiculty took the Malakoff in 1858
couid not sposalbly have succeeded
against rifemon who could make their
fire very deadly at half & mile and could
be effective at even & much longer dis-
tance. The capacity to measure the
strength and weakpsss of a position;
the capscity (o construct field defepses
and ghelters from the enemy's fire; the
capacity to protect your awn men while
circumventing the enemy, ia the prob-
lem before the modern military com-
mander, and he capnot solve it success-
fully unless he ls an accompiished ar-
tillerist and 8 skiliful military engineer.
Thirty years ago largd musses of men
conid sometimes earry a line of in-
trenchments, but today this is out of
thie question. The mors men In the cnol-
umn of gssault the greater the loss 16
the attacking party, because the mod-
erm rifle is not only of increased range,
but is & repeatiog gun. The modern
Army officer must be a.man who knows
bhow and where to plant his fleld artil-
lery, and musi be an adept in his
knowledge of the construction and de-
fense of all forms of fleld intrench-
mcnts. The bulk of the modern Army
wiil be mounted riftemen, supported by
trafned feld artillery, and defended,
when necessary, by extemporised fleld
defermes, whose ilnes will need to be
quickly and skilifuily established. No
man can be quickly mades an accom-
piished artiliery officer or military ca-
gineer. Therefore, for modern warfare
there Is need o lay special stress upan
the milltary student becoming profl-
clent In military mathematics a8 ap-

il
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ne"rr remonsirance, the department

plied to artillery, fortification and mill-

m- R LEGISLATION,

Blshop Potter, of New York, in a re-
cent before the Church Club of
that , declared that “wherever pro-

hibition has triumphed It has educated
& race of frauds and hypocrites. Prohi-
bition 1a an imptdent fraud; it is an
impudent failure; it permits the sale of
sarmaparilla with 17 per cent of alcohol
o i, and prohlbits the sale of claret
with only 10 per cent of aleohol in IL”

candidate for Governor of New York,
who says: “I would llke to stick both
my fists In Bishop Potter's face and
what he has sald agalnst the
U, and prohibition. I would
focked In & room with him
out. I would take both him
ord, but not at once, as they
t the best of me." :
lara Hoffman says of Bishop
*“When he opposts prohibition
the part of the rumseller and
places himself on a level with the people
of the saloon, which he champlona™
The intemperate abuse would appear to
be with the prohibitionists, while the
facts and the argument which rests on
the faocts would seem to be with Bishop
Potter, Prohibitlon has been tried In
all the leading states of the Unlon dur-
ing the last fifty years, It has broken
down In Massachusetts and Iowa, The
only states n which it nominally pre-
vails today are Maine,. New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, Kansas and North Da-
kota. Jn cearly all the other states
local option generally prevaile. The
llcense fee s lnrge In most of the states.
The Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott supports
Eishop Potter's view that prohibition
48 a means to the e¢nd of abating the
drink evil is a hideous failure. Perhaps
Bishop Potter was too sweeping lo his
denunciationof prohibition as a “breeder
of hypocritea™; it is rather s breeder of
people puffed up with that kind of self-
righteousness which wvents Itself In
eenselegs vituperation of everybody who
is not a prohibitionist as a “rummy.”
When the United States battle-ship Mis-
eocurl was lavnched at Newport News
on December 28 Miss Marlon Cockrell,
daughter of Ualted Statea Senator
Cockrell, christened the ship, Miss
Cockrell just before the launching re-
ceived this telegram:
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:

made their way In the early years of
the past century over the beautiful wil-
derness to the Pacific Ocean—then, but
for the Indian and buffalc tralis, a
trackless waste.

If, under the Carey sct, these ldeas
may be realized, we should welcome the
perfection, not only of elght, but of any
number of applications for arid land
at our state capital. Individual settiers
cannot reclalm this land, for reasons
thay are obvious. Capital ls required,

sy=stem which Ilnvglves competent
engineering and a great\amount of la-
bar. Private corporatio cannot be
trusted to defend at all points the set-
tler's rights against thelr own ali-ab-
sorblag Interests. To meet these diffl-
culties, which have made the occu-
pancy, In the sense of home-building, of
these vast arid lands Impossible, the
Carey act was framed. Closely scanned,
it became a law, &nd its operations =
far as tested have justified the intent
of its author and sponeors, ,

With spplications covering many
thousand acres In sectlons of our
state, easily accessible snd of proven
fertility, our people will In a few years
witness a practical and conclusive test
of the efMeiency or inadequiacy of this
law,

A very cheap little parasitical paper
priated In Portland says: “Mr. Scott,
s a candidate for Mr. Simon's seat In
the United Btates Senate, is not an Im-
partial judge of Mr. Simon's acts.™ In
the first place, It Is not Mr. Simon's
seat, but a seat belonging to the State
of Oregon, which the people of Oregon
will bave opportumity to fill soon, as
they may thick fit. In the next place,
Mr. Scott Is not a candidate, actual
or possible, for 1t. Finally, The Ore-
gonltan ‘will exercise Its right of judging
as to public men and public measures
without asking the consent of any poli-
ticlan or boss, or of the Ilittle organs
that may be hired for any paltry serv-
lce, As for Mr, Simomn, It the people of
Uregon want to return him to the Sea-
ate, they will have full opportunity to
do so. He now puts himself directly
betore them as a candidate for (hat po- |
sitlon, and asks that a Legisiature be |
tlected on that l=sue. He never has |
| done this before. All hig efforts in that |
behalf hitherto have beem made by in- |
direction. It Is to be a piain, straight
Issue now; and The Oregonian thinks
the people of Oregom have a right to
all Information about it. If, upon full
conslderation, it shall appear that they

Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 25 1901.—Miss Ma-
rion Cookrell, Newport News, Va.: We appesal
o you b the pames of Christian men and
women to use this God-given opportunity te
redeem the name of poor old Bourbon-soaked
Missguri by using water instead of wina for
christening the battle-ship Missourl. Yours ln
Christ's kingdom.
FANNIE J. HENRY, M D.

This kind of Invecation of Jesus, who
both meade wine and drank It, smuacks of
stupidity or mnetimoniousness, and is
probably the kind of stuff that has the
note of hypocrisy in it referred to by
Bishop Potter. The truth s that the
world will not deal with the drink hahit
through sentimental leglalntion, It
will test all legislation looking to the
abatément of the drink evil by a com-
parison of results. Tested by experi-
ment, prohibition is Pomushly discred-
ited in mearly all thejstates of the Unlon,
1t Is not discredi because the people
y did fifty years
was a time when

, politles and the
church were abstemious; there
never was a when there was a
stronger pub on agulnst latem-

Iy used at dinmner,
and visible excess)is sternly frowned
upon as a viclatign of soclal decency
and propriety. And this change has
taken place In twenly years in New
York State, where prohibition has never
prevalled. It ls due to enlightensd pub.
lic opinion. On the other' hand, in
Malne, whenever there s a translent
crusade of law enforcement, the only
result Is that much larger quantittes of
liquar are recelved In express packages
for private persons from outside the
state than before, and that the sales
at the clty liquor agency have besn
trebled,

The interstate business ls done legally
under the lnterstate commerce law, and
“the original packages” decislon of the
United States SBupreme Court makes It
easy Lo obtaln & supply of Hquor amply
sufficient to irrigate the arld stomachs
aof the State of Maine. The conciusion
of the whale matter Is that the princi-
ple of prohibitlon as expressed In
sumptuary laws s a survival of New
England Puritanism; It was a fallure
éven under the spiritual terrors of a
theocratls governmeént; It was a faijure
under the ablest, sternest and most des-
potic of the warrior Plantagenet Kings
of England. It i= a fallure today, and
always will be a fallure, because [ts
creed 1s that “clubs are always trumps,”
when, as & matter of fact, in a country
of absolutely free institutions clubs are
oever trumps; that is, when a law has
no publio sentiment of self-lnterest be-
hind it, that Jaw l= sure to be nullified
and become essentially obsolete. You
can gradually educate the people up to
the level of abstemlousness, but you
cannot legisiate them Into a state of ¢n-
forced tolal abstinence. A number of
eminent clergymen have at last found
out that the best remedy for the drink
evil is not enacted ldealities, sermons
cast (hto statutes; it s the best working
law that the greatest number of people
will fairly support. The public opinion
incammated by the salnts forms but a
small part of the ruling forces of socl-
ety; and this fact muat not be forgot-
ten when lquor laws are made.

E—

ARID LAND FILINGS.

It Is the opinion of Hon. Ethan Allen
Hitcheock, Secretary of the Interlor,
that there is no one question nbw be-
fore the American people of greater
importance than the conservation of the
water supply looking to the reciama-
tion of the and lands of the West and
thelr settlement by men who will actu-
ally bulld homes thereon and coreate
communities,

The question, as thus staled, is a com-
pound one, the value of its solution de-
pending upon the extent to which its
Iatter clauss is carried out. Appllca-
tions covering nearly 200,000 acres of
Arid lands In the eastern section of our
state haye lately been filed at Salem
under the Carey act, the purpose of
which is to insure the settlement of
reclalmed lands through terms and
guarantess that wiil make such settle-
ment possible and profitable to home-
seekers,

Homeless areas, though yellow with
whent at the harvest season, or dotted
with flocks and herds, do not fulfiil the
dream of occupation which has long

desire Mr. BElmon's election for another
term, he will be entitled to It. But let
| us have things done in the open,

I Habitua! druakennes=s

cause for divorce in 35 states of the
| Unlon. It could be extended to the re-
malnder with great justice to women
who cccupy the unfortunate and hope-
less positlon of the drunkard's wife
The Supreme Court of West Virginia
recently declded a case of this kind |
In favor of the wife, the declding Jus-
tlce saying: “No woman is compelied |
to live with that worst of all brutes—
n drunkenn bruie—to the peril of her
health and life.,” While this provision
In any state will not effect the release
of martyr wives who reject all rellef
that comea through the divorce chan-
nel, It opens the door of escape lo suf-
fering women who have a sense of the
dignity and Individusal responsibility of
true womanhood that wil not permit
them to sink thelr own and their chil-
dren's happiness In another’s uncon-
trolled appétite for strong drink. What-
ever may be sald of the scriptural
ground for divorcs, it falls far below
in capacity to Infllet degradation and
suffering upon wives and homes, the
condition known as “habitual drunk-
enness."

ia a direct

-

One point made In yesterday's edi-
torial on the Lockwood primary law
was Incorrect, In so far as based upon
the Idea that the several factions of a
party are to have separate ballot boxes,
There is only one ballot box for each
party, and only one officlal ballot for
each. When the voter calls for a He-
publican ticket, he gets an officilal Re-

-1DOLS IN ECLIPSE.

Two Idols are entering eclipse. They
are the grammar and the dictionary. And
the aacerdotal caste of pedants and pro-
fessors finds its authoritly on the wane.
We bhave reeked with the sweet smoke
of rhetoric for a- long time. The world
has been the vassal of martinets for gen-
erationa.

Thiz i= the reversion that follows every
crystalized religion. The grammar and
the dictionary were gnce deml-gods, be-
cause In them were the rules of good
usage. Whatever was In the grammar or
the dictionary the high priests gpro-
clnlmed as absolute, The questlon no
longer was “"Whence cometh wisdom and
where ls the place of understanding 7™
The martinets answered it. Therefore,
when we sée an apostate like Professor
Bheldon, of Harvard, It ls delightful. He
declares the dictionary Is not Infalllble.
Here indeed Is temerity, which will have
to brave the thunders of a micerdotal !
casie.

If Noah Webster knew how his
cessors have used him, he would
over In his grave. It ls absurd to r«
a dietionary of a living language per

suf-

tarn
ard

ecl.

|
ﬁ
Speech is » Hving organlsm, the standard
of which s usage. A dictlonary is but ‘
ar a photograph. and no photograph Is
perfect except for the Instant it 1s token. I
A pedant, ossified in rule, of courde can- |
not admit this, He has a religlon of cere- |
mony and rituall A violation of gram-
mar or of pronunclation, or a use of a ‘
word contrary (o the code of his morals, I
iz a breach of the peace. With him, the |
rules of grummar and the laws of pro-
nunciation are the shibboleth of lmrbl
lect. Soleclsms and Improprieties are his |
food.

It has come to such a pass that each
suceeeding dictionary makes ite predeces-
sors antiquated, The assiduity of proioss-
ors 1s so grea! that our vecabulary num-

bera, we are told, over 20,00 words, and
Is still spawning with frightful rapldity.
The latest dictionary contains thotsands

of words not In any preceding book. The |
dletionary 1a thas becoming more and
more & museum for curlosa and freaks |
Words and definitions are muitiplled 1o |
lengthen the catalogue. They troop after |

thelr learning s34 Imposing s pos=si{ble, are

| ench other not ln squads nor close array
but In Indian style, o a&s (o Impress
with thelr numbers. For example, in the |
jatest Webster's dietlonary, although the |
verb “run” ls the first that childrén use, |
it is mystifled by a calti af abaut
60 daifferent Intransitive ngs., all
martialed one after the other, and about
30 transitive. Such stupendous research
as this should put even Coleridge to |
shame, who, when he visited ne, |
countéd two-apnd-seventy stenc 1
well defined, and several stink
And the servile intricacles which dle-
tlonaries attempd 1o reach, §0 s L0 Make

set forth In menial fashlo It Is an In-
sult to an average pers s understand-
ing to have his eye afllicted by such
| mass of superfiulty and iteration. Com- |
pllers go lnto etymology with pompocs
ado But Inasmuch as ¢tymology never
did anything but substitute one word for
another, our scholurs seem to be unmua-
zling their wisdom to poor advantage.

When we were chlldréen In school an
error in definitlon, pronunclation or €1y-

mology sent us bounding lo the dictionary,
Since we have grown older, have
learned that, sithough the freight of (he
dictlonary s heavy, It 15 outwelghed by
usags. The luws of dsage are more per-
fect than thoss of pedantry. But for the
tormer, all understanding would be Impos-

we

sible, Human Intercourse |8 based on tac-
itly accepted lawa. One set of them has
made development of speech possible.
This set |s clasaed under the head of
usage. Usage I8 infallible, not the die-
lonary,

As to grammar, any ones who ls ac-

qualnted with other Iknguages Knows that
English arless,

ETh

is pre-eminently

publican ballot, which contalna all the
various regular and Independent tiek-
#ts that have been properly accredited
with the County Clerk. This fact mod.
ifies In an Importaat degree what was
sald yeaterday about the Lockwood law
putting It in the power of the judges
to destroy the secrecy of the ballot.
The voter must declare his party open-
ly, and to that sxtent he is denled the
secrecy Afforded by the Australian bal-
lot at general elections. But he ls per-
fectly free Lo sxerclse his secret cholee
among the various lists of delegates,
This Ig a good provislon. It 15 ln the
Interests of purér politics and larger
particlpation In the primariea

Beth Low has been Mnayor of New
York for more than balf & month, and
yvot he has not purified the elty. Dr.
Parkhurst is both Indiguant and impa-
tient at this unseemly defay in effecting
municipal reform, and advises the
Mayor in an open letter that “‘there
i not much to ¢hoose between a Tam-
many administration that has bad prin-
ciples and a reform adminlstration that
has good principles, but is afrald to ues
them.” This rebuke is intended (0 briog
aboul municipal reform while you walt,
but it can hardly fall to give cheer to»
the defeated Tammanyites, who will sea’
in It the entering wedge of discord In
the ranks of reformers that, driven
kome, will make a gap through which
Tammany will return to power.

There Is eald to he a “pickle famine™
impending, the pickle-producing area of
the United States having suffered from
drouth last season, rendering the crop
short. One might as well speak of pov-
erty in conmection -with a serious falling
off In the cutput of diamond mines as
of famine In connectlon with a shortage
in the plekie crop. There are rome
things in general supply and use that
people oan do without and still not feel
the pangs of hunges or the gsharp pinch
of cold,

Farmers of Easterq Oregon, miners of
Bouthern Oregon and fruligrowers of
the Willamette Valley are rejoleing in
a fall of snow of from two to 10 inches,
accompanied by a ‘temperature below
the freezing point. In the city the
yvolce of the plumber and the fuel ven-
der 1s added to the chorus of rejoicing.
The weather I8 seasonable. Evea the
anxious householder admits this, while
he struggles with the waterpipes and
looks apprehensively at the vanishing
woodplle.

At last the Danish West Indies may
be sald to belong to the United States.
Denmark had no use whatever for the
isiands, and they will be valuable to
ua as coallng and other supply stations.
The price pald for them has aot been
made public, but no doudbt it was all
they were worth,

The classic tonguea had an eluborate
STHIMMAT. We have no Inffections, no
conjugations, no declensions and no gen-
ders of nouns. However, to satlsfy our
pednnts, we have all these. And pedants
lament that they cannot make English
more accord with the classle muolels,

wherens they we!l know that the English
& grammuriess tongue, s more supple and
plustie than any lunguage

We are taught by our mart!
verb sgroes with its subject in number, In
person; that prosouns agres with thelr
antecedenis in gender, number per-
eon; that prepoal take tha abjective
or accusatlve ecase; thuat verb gov.
erns another in the infnitive mood, and
many other things obviously untrue. Eng.
Hah relles on sequence and arrangement,
and on Inflections almost not at all. This
Is what makes English =0 simpile. The
Greek verb has belween 600 d 00 forms,
The English has less than }-M0th as many,
Example: Make makes, made, making.

lead or Hving

noets that a

and

ong

As children. we were put through the
throes of parsing, This {8 as absurd for
Ergliali as for Chinook jargon. Our wise-

pere teachers [asicned upon our memaories
nominative, genltive and accusative cases
and active and passive voloes, Dut inss.
much as our ianguage also conveys thea
meaning of the dative, vocative and ab-
lative. end alse the middle volee, why do
we not load up our language with more
“grammar”? If "l am washed” s pas-
sive, why ja not I wash mysell” the mid-
die wvoice? If “Harry s#trikes Bob” and
““Bob strikes Harry,"” of course it is all
wvery fine to get the young mind tangled
up by teaching that in one case “"Bob™
s pominative, and in the othe¢r accusa-
tive. even Lhough there 13 no visible dis.
tinction. As to our ambitlous teachers,
even although thelr wisdom Is superior
to that of thelr pupiis only I thefr abll.
ity to hahdy with awful grammatioal
**Ah,
snldrMr. Squeers, “and me's the
person " stogular, nominative case,
& with thy verb [t's. nnd governed
by Sgueers undorsipod as & acorn, a hour;
but when the “h* sounded the ‘a’ only
is to be used, as & "aml, a 'art, & "Ighway.”
| And we may fatter agy tenchers who used
| to fret our juvenile duys with the mys-
| terfes of English grammoar that they know
fully as much about it as Mr. Squeers

Pedants will nol get nearer happy ex-
préssiom by enosrusting themisves In a
petty theory. If =peech were vhilolog-
fenl plaything, it might be different; but
it Is an nstrument. Reazon Is the rule
of the English tongue. Adecause this
Is pre-emiinently so. our language has dis-
carded grammar. Bui for o few excep-
tions our words have only form.
Compiicated grammar s not an accoms-
paniment of civilization or of literary
skill, becsuse grammar has always been
growing more simple:
into history, the more elaborate grow the
forms of words and sentences., The human
mind has leamed to express [tself with-
out grammar, so called, John Bunyan
knew no grammar at all This s the
great triumph of English speech. It la
agalogous to the triumph of the alpha.
bet over the idlograms and phonograms
| of the anclent=. One of our children 12
Pyears old can read as well as & Chinese
who has spent his whole lifetime learning
the Chinese charactera

terme, let s pamper thelr vanity,

it's me™
frat

N

ane

The deeper we go |

SLINGS AND ARROWS.

[
The Glorioas Fifth Aet.
Behald the Yawr inveator, whase
there's no doubt,
But who bes oot the common senss o take &
Patent out;
For years and yeara he wears bum clothes, bot
niver makes & moan
Or howl because chill penury has marked him
for her own
Meanwhile the villain's drawing down the
galms frum the davice
Which said inventor worked upon with toll and
racrifice.
It Jooks as If agninet him all the deck was
smoocthly stacked,
But walt amnd see Bim triumph In the glorious
ifth act

genlus

of

Chaserve the smonth young fellow who's a con-
fidential clerk,

Whe's caught hls old emplayer In some mather
shady work.

He takes the cenlsr of the stage to brizenly
demmnd

From that same scared employer his most love-

Iy daughter's hans

daughter speaks to him as

scorn In bher dark eye,

Bot still it looks as if the clerk would land
her by and by.

But st the audience not bank upon that seem-

The “Bir?”" with

ing Efact,
Just wait and see his finish in the glarious Nfth
act

Now look wpon the lady with swell dresses and
a cast

At whoee gapensive wardrobe all the women
stand aghast;

es 1o warn the hero's young and sim-

& wife,

That she » have some polnters of her hus-
band"s enrly life

Arnd Intircates that, though he draws but 14 50
per,

He obve hlew barrels foll of coln on neckiaces

for her.

maniges to rmise A row with admirable

tnct

But mets a fatal knock-out In the glorious Afth
neotl

Ehe

Behold the low comedian, who frequently Is

) ani! has =o visible employment or
support,

Who tells gray-beanded jokes as If he really
thought them new,
And n v falls *o flash coin when the hero's

note

Whoss facuity for helping folks is by the wil-
laln curmed

Wha always happena to foat in just when he's
neaded worst:

king love to the seubrette, and though
you think he's sacked,

Just walt amd see her aqueese him in the glo-
riotis Afth act.

£ dlue

He's

You often think the dramatist has got the
pint s0 mixed
That not & man upon this sarth could aver get
things fixed
The hero langulahes in jall
RWAY,
His property is all burned down, his dnugh-
ters go astray;
villaln wears the gladdest clothes and
smoken the best olgurs,
And evarything upon the singe goes wrong 1o
beat the cars
ut don’t belleve, whate'er betids, the drams-~
tist has lacked
The means to makas sll happy in the glorious
fifth act

his wife is lured

The

»

:

Troables of the Drama.

PADUTAH, Ky, Jan 5—The cltisens
of this place uare highly Indigmant be-
cause a traveling company has insulted

the South by piaying “Uncle Tom's Cab-
In™ The trevolver market haz jumped
several points {p the last six hours, and

| 1s =till soaring.

NEW YORK, Jan, 35.—The cable trusts
are much Incensed at the authorities for
permitting the performance of “A Mess-
age from Mars” which, they say, ls an
infringement on thelr privilegos,

CHICAGO, Jan, 35—The people of Chi-
cago have decided nmot to allow another
production of “Hamlet” In this city, on
the ground that the title of the play is &
covert nllusion Lo the size of the town,

SANTA FE, N. M., Jan. 5.—It has been
learned that *“Arizona’™ is soom 0 be
presented here, and measures will be tak-
on to keep It out of the Town Hall New
Mexico Is a far better state than Arizons,
and a play that is not good enough to ba
named after it i@ not good enocugh to' be
presentod here,

SBAN FRANCISCO, Jan I5.—The major-
Ity of the patrons of the local theaters
have coneented to bring restrainng in-
junetion agains; the nedt manager who
gndertnkes 1o give *“Ten Nights in a Bar-
room™ In this clty. The residents of San
Pranclsco reserve the right to do as they
without being: lectured by tem-
plays.

please,
perance
TACOMA, Jan. 35.—The fortheoming pre-
sentation of “A Hole in the Ground,"” by
1 bunch of hum hams from Seattle, will

not be stazed here, No Insults to Mount
Tacoma of thut character will be tol-

erated Ly our patriotic citizens,

The Cold Wave Flam.
You may call the weather prophet
Names that are both ban! and long,
Tou r rty that his predictions
Are invariably wrong,
His blue fMagz, you're fond of telling,
fhows the wedther will be falr,
vou shudder at the bhanner

Though at every aother foreeast

You sre always wont to scoff;
You will hasten homs ot sansst

And you'll turn the water off,
You will order loads of fuel,

And for Winter you'll prepare,
When you see the Hag is fying

With

the
big
black
square,

There Is snmething in that signal
That betnkend cerinin fate,
You can read in its dark featuren
“Dangerous, immedinte'*
And although 1t's mild as noonday,
And no frost Is in the alre,
You dor’t like to ses that banner
With
the
blg
biack
sjuare
‘—J. J. MONTAGUR

Blind{dlded and Alone, I Stand.

Heien Hunt Jackson.
Bllndfolded and alone I stand
With unknown tnresholds on each hand;
The darkness despans as 1 grope,
Afrald to fear, afrald to hope:
Yet this one thing I learm 1o know
Each day more surely as T go,
That doors are opened, ways are made,
Burdens are lUfted or are lald,
Iy rome great law unseen and still,
Uzinthiomed purpose to fulfill,

"Not an [ oweflL™

wifolded and alone I walt:

Lots seems too bitter, gain too lateg
" keavy burdens In the load
And oo few Belpers on the road:

And Jozy s weak and grief | strong,

And years and days so lupg, so long,

Yet this one thing 1 learn to know

Eath day more surely as I go,

That T am glad the good and Ml

By changeless law are ardered still,
Not as T willL*™

“Not aa 1 will;" the sound grows sweet
Each time my lips the words repeat.
‘Not as | will* the darkness feels
Mors safe than Ught when this thought st
Like whizpored viles to calm and bless
All unrest and ail isne)insss.

""Not an T will,”" betwuse the one

Who loved us first and hewt in pone
Hefore ua on the rosd and stil}

For us must all his love tainl),

“Not as we wilL"™




