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THIS YEAR'S CELEBRATION TO BE THE FINESTKING EDWARD'S $1,000,000 eHTUSTMAS I ENGLAND HAS KNOWN IN THE
PRESENT GENERATION.

LONDON. Dec. 9. Christmas Is going to
cost the King a little over $1,000,000. and
that Isn't the only reason His Majesty Is
said to wish that Santa Claus would eo
away somewhere and take the merry
Yuletide with him. The other reason Is
that, contrary to much that has been said
about him, ho Is hurried and worried and
doesn't get time to have a 20th part of
the fun that came his way when he was
Prince of "Wales.

But In these times of public discontent
and diminishing trade, monarchs have to
"be particularly careful to omit no cere-
monial that will conduce to popularity
and will scatter shekels among the people.
So Christmas 13 to be a wonderful affair
In the royal family this year the biggest
thing of tho kind for a century at least.
3t will be the first real festival of the
present King and Queen, and will be
celebrated as such, although the period
of court mourning for tho late Queen is
not Quite over yet.

A million dollars seoms like a fancy fig-

ure for a King's Christmas, but it is not
arrived at by guesswork. The average
cost of Christmas to the late Queen,
through presents to the family and
irlends, gifts to charity, and general ex-
penses of entertainment at Windsor used
to run to an average of 5500,000 each year,
Ibijt the Queen's celebrations were com-

paratively modest family affairs, whereas
ahe King Is called upon to celebrate his
flrst Christmas as a monarch by sending
out invitations to half the crowned heads
of Europe.

CrovVned Heads for Gnests.
Even the aged King Christian of Den-

mark will come If his health will permit,
bringing most of the members of the Dan-
ish royal house out of compliment to his
daughter. Queen Alexandra. It was hoped
That Emperor "William of Germany would
some over to give further prestige to. his
uncle's party, but he is said to have de-

cided that it would be impossible to get
away. Just now. when the Fatherland
Is boiling with bitterness against England.
It would not be politically healthful for
the Kaiser to come over, anyway. It it
expected, however, that he will send the
Crown Prince. Foreign Ambassadors,
great officers of state and personal friends
of the King and Queen are also to be
invited. An entertainment of so many
elaborate personages means a big expen-
diture.

Gifts, however, will cut the largest slice
out of His Majesty's million. I am told
that the King has just left an order with
a high-price- d toy house in Holborn or
Oxford street for two tons of toys to be
distributed among the children of the
various orphanages in London and the
provinces, and for which the bill will be
about $50,000.

The nyal grandchildren will fare better
this jear than they ever did before. I
learned yesterday that a firm of jewelers
j n Bond street is preparing a miniature
crown, set in diamonds, which will be the
King's, present to little Prince Edward.
T"ie Prince's present to his august grand
father, by the way, will be a gold cigar
cae with a portrait of the Prince painted "ars, usually well filled, arc being
on the back.

A J?500 Tree.
The rojal Christmas tree usually comes

from "Windsor, but the Sandrlngham
woods provide It this year, and a renowned
landscape artist has been engaged to trim
its branches, provide its setting and sug-
gest Its decoration. Aside from the fees
of thlb artist, and from the cost of .the
presents. $5000 w 111 be spent In making this
tree attractive.

The royal Christmas celebration this
year will b a far different affair from
any that was held in Queen Victoria's
reign. Then the family always used to
gather at Osborne. But this year the
King's country residence at Sandrlngham
"Will bj the fcccne of the festivities. Her
late majesty respected ways
with a consistency that was sometimes
called idolatrous, nnd which, during the
closing years of her reign, made some of
the family fortuities rather monotonous.
She was an inflexible autocrat in her own
home at Osborne, and thoe w ho could not
appreciate her methods could not but ad-
mire her peitinacity in demanding obedi-
ence. But King Edward has a taste for
variety, display and ceremony, and spends
2ils money with a lavish hand.

As British ni I'osxlMe.
The King is rather more mllitantly Brit-

ish than any other member of the English
royal family, and to emphasize the fact
3ie has given instructions that everything,
as far as It is iwsible, that is supplied for
the festivities, must be of a thoroughly
British character. The King's own ten-
ants on the Sandrlngham estate are
charged with the responsibility of supply-
ing all the poultry, eggs, butter, vege-
tables and diet so, and a special staff of
butchers will be laid on to provide meat.

Henry Ward Beecher. Ian Maclarcn.
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Foreign markets have, of course, to be
arawn upon to supply wines, and the cel--

j packed
j with the products of the finest vineyards

or Europe. This Item alone will cover
some thousands of pounds. Furthermore,
the $10 000 chef at Sandrlngham is supple-
menting his staff for the occasion with
a number of noted Continental artists In
cuisine. The waiters will be selected from
His Majesty's clubs. Many of
these men are of gentle birth and educa-
tion. It wouldn't be quite accurate to call
it hard luck that landed thjem In the po-
sition of waiters, for some of them take
In over $5000 a year, and It frequently hap-
pens that they bcornfully decline Invita-
tions to wait at fashionable functions or-
ganized by the snobocracy of English so-
ciety. The same clubs will be drawn upon
for cooks and carvers, so that the regular
club habitue who will not have the good
fortune of being one of His Majesty's in-

vited guests will have to put up for a time
with the mediocrities of the profession.
BriiiKrliiKT Out tbe Prince of 1Vnlen.

Although political considerations at
home compel the King to make this '

Christmas celebration unprecedentedly
gorgeous, it Is said that he will figure In
the festivities personally as little as he
possibly can. partly because he Is so driv-
en at present with affairs of partly
because Queen Alexandra dislikes the idea
of much merry making during' the con-
tinuance of a war over which she shows
increasing distress, and partly. It is said,
because the King wants the Prince ol

J Wales to take a more responsible part
In the entertainment oJ Tlslting royalties
than he has done hitherto.

The King, although he claims no dis
tinction as an orator, is a ready speaker,

the

Wales, practice deafness

Life,

work

own, from adds
keen

Mark open
been

with

WHATEVER THE
It has

that across
lectures and

again (but
that have made the the

time and the brought together the
number of the wittiest

of the wittiest of nineteenth

Xv !.... King's private secretao". and KflBBBBHBMBk VmSBBrnMBSSBi MBBpurw- In the afternoon, the great v,J L KBBWBK5?J,.vSi' X. BVHVhwII
1 dinner, graced by the Inevitable baron the King, who will decide BVBKkr IBHHI,. kIBIII

B?
jflBjk

Ci HVBftBVBVHk4BBBFBBBBB

BVBVBVK

I &

'PPNC EDMlkD OF YOPK
AT SANDWNGmrt H0lXS.

i
success Impromptu speaking. His

are disjointed and he over
his syllables. feet, however, he
is an agreeable talker and fond of funny
little stories. In entertaining the visiting
royalties he will have assistance
his handsome cousin nnd brother-in-la-

Prince Charles of Denmark, who has th
savolr faire that the Prince of "Wales
rather lacks.

"While the Prince and PrlnopflK TVnIos
knows what he wants to andsay, says are busy entertaining grown-u- p roy-- lt

concisely and distinctly. The Aincc alties. Queen Alexandra, whose Increasing
however, despite all the makes her rather disinclined to

he has had his recent tour. Is not play the hostess except In small family

ALL THE GREAT MINDS OF OUR TIME
Famous After-Dinn- er Speakers, Leading Statesmen and Diplomats of the World,Powerful Preachers, Distinguished Scientists and Literary Men, Leaders of Thought
In Every Walk of Wits and Humorists Are Represented at Their Best In

"Mark Tvkln." Hamilton Mable. Henry Watterson.

The Greatest Spoken Thought of the Nineteenth Century.
It is no exaggeration to say that here are presented the most interesting, fascinating andinstructive ten volumes ever published. Nowhere else in literature is so full an opportunity affordedtor familiar contact with the best minds of the age and upon such a great diversity subjects, touch-

ing nearly every topic of universal interest during the last fifty or sixty years. These volumes notonly instruct, entertain and delight, but afford a liberal education to those cultivating a close acquaint-
anceship with its pages. the matter of beauty of expression and purity of diction, this may
also be said to-b- e unrivaled. It exemplifies and teaches the beauty and power of the English lan-guage; presents a delightful exposition of the art of clothing the concrete essence of the naked truthin elegant and appropriate garb. The style and diction of these masters are unconsciously absorbedand become our and since is no thought words, the purity of this diction
t0 euty.and Punty of our thought. One may become as clear and as Choate, as inimitableas Twain, as humorous and pathetic as Dickens. Grady could scarcely his mouth withoututtering words as tender and generous as his own great heart. Our style is not our own; it hasformed by our intercourse with others. You read Thackeray Scott a word, a sentence becomesour own and contributes to our style. Every author influences our speech, and so it is highly impor-
tant that we cultivate familiarity the masterpieces of English. It is an exceedingly well-dress-

set of books, and as a permanent guest would bring to the and family an atmosphere of refine-
ment and culture which could not otherwise be duplicated.

VIEWPOINT
This work Is without precedent. no predecessor,
no competitor. Speeches have been Hashed
continents, that have been repeated over
over to never-tirin- g audiences never pub-
lished), addresses famous man,

place these are for
first time, and with them a large
sayings men the century.
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Modern Eloquence Is In the Personal Libraries
(For home reading and solid enjoyment of more promi-
nent men in this country than any set of books pub-
lished for many years. Is Immeasurable utilitya part of the working equipment of hundreds of law-yers, clergymen and others, who regularly, occa-
sionally speak in public.

What a more sensible Christmas gift? Present aset to your household: It will not only create temporary
happiness there, but will prove a permanent advantageyour whole family.
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beef and the vast ChrlMmas pudding from
the kitchens at "Windsor, will come tho
children's hour around the Christmas
tree, at which the Prince of "Wales Is ex-
pected to preside, delivering the presents
and making with each a nice little hu-
morous speech, at which every one is to
laugh. There will be no Santa Claus and
no hanging up of stockings.

Gifts That Are Passed On.
There Is always one queer feature of

the royal Christmas that applies to the
children, as well as to the grown-up- s

and that is the passing on of presents.
Out of the hundreds, and perhaps thous-
ands of presents that the royal children
will receive, they keep only a small pro-
portion, turning over the rest to relatives
on the Continent and sending all others
that are suitable for such purposes to
hospitals and orphan asylums. This Is
true in an even larger degree of the gifts
received by the King and Queen. It Is
estimated that thl? year glfte represent-
ing from a million and a half to two mil-
lion dollars will be delivered at the varl-o- ut

houses of the King and Queen. Judg-
ing by the fact that the gifts to Queen
Victoria used to make a total of some-
thing like $1,500,000. Of these gifts, such
as are of a personal nature are carefully
put away as mementoes of the occasion,
but a great number of them are In the
form of money or orders for food nnd
clothing, presented with the express un-
derstanding that they are to be turned
over by the King and Queen to any chari-
ties they may designate.

And not even this sort of gift may be
presented by any one who wants to win
royal favor. A few days hence a special
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receiving presents from undesirable per-
sons. precautions were redoubled
after the bankruptcy proceedings a few
years ago, the of
the enterprising Ernest to
get a foothold In by means of
extravagant to be distributed to the
poor by the then a

thousand of
have been year

to or
for permission to

been declined.
Is In the Isle of "Wight in

the vicinity of Osborne, the poor
of the neighborhood used to
by the Christmas at the Queen's

will not be forgotten
this year, but It will be the poor in the
Immediate neighborhood of Sandrlngham
who will gpt the rich crumbs that fall
from the Christmas this year.

It is that as this Christmas
is to cost such an unprecedented
sum, an appeal may be to Parlia-
ment to reimburse the for part of It.
Christmas has usually out of the

purso hitherto, but Victoria
had only her to entertain,
whereas a part of the outlay
for the Christmas will be an en-
tertainment of foreign royalties for politi-
cal reasons, and not His Majesty
nas the least hankering for their

be In for the celebration
An of workmen has Invading
the of a

last Summer, to
will be put on receiving and It a reasonably cheerful dwelling.
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She abominated the place, and al-
ways scuttled as fast as she could
to glorious old Windsor whenever she
had duties that required her to be near
town, but did not make It absolutely
necessary to Inhabit Buckingham Palace.

workmen are nearly finished but
all the plastering and painting and

decorating the palace Is damp and the
King refuses to in It is thor-
oughly

If It were possible for a royal and Im-
perial majesty to be anything so undig-
nified, the King would be an unmitigated
crank on the subject of sanitation, and In
consequence Sandrlngham has under-
going an overhauling as well as
ingham Palace and "Windsor. He has

running out every little
to see that tho hnlldfr nrnl nntrnrtnriIt was hoped that Buckingham Palace have followed his Ideas to the letter. And

time
army been

brown barn every
since

staff duty
may never

John

Clark

come

alno will
sent

THE

v$jii

OF

day.
away

now,
with

until
dry.

been
Buck

been there while

heaven help the plumber at Sandrlngham
who should be found abusing the prin-
ciples of as approved by the
King! He had a mighty opinion or
the condition of Buckingham Palace In
Queen Victoria's time, and once observed

Thomas B. Reed, Editor-In-Chle- f.
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that he would rather sleep on a seat In
Green Park beside the palace than in
the most luxurious bed within the place.
Sandrlngham being his own property was
always kept In better condition, but in
preparation for the royal guests who will
be present at Christmas time, and for the
use of the place Summer as a royal
family's principal country residence It is
being put such repair now that It
ought to take as many prizes at an exhi-
bition as- the King's cattle do.

The King has always felt himself to bo
strong, too. In the matter of decoration.
Distinguished have been busy on
the place for months, and the controller
of the King's household has had instruo
tions that no money was to be spared In
making Sandrlngham the equal, from an
art point of of the finest
residences of the Kaiser and the Cza.
But whatever have been the practi-
cal knowledge, or the admitted taste of.
an artist In decoration, the King is not
at all abashed in Insisting on his own way
When his views happens to differ from
theirs. CURTIS BROWN.
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"Eloquence is Logic on Fire."
THOMAS B. REED

Jhe plan and scope Modern Eloquence and the long roster of brilliant men connected with its
inception and preparation make it a work extraordinary interest and immeasurable utility to every one.

Modern Eloquence is an assemblage of gems of expressed thought that have stirred the hearts of the
greatest of centuries; Lectures that have thrilled vast intellectual assemblies in the centers of thought ; After-Dinn- er

Speeches that have broadened the human heart and mind; Eulogies that have melted prejudice,
banished ill feeling, made memories sacred ; Addresses stimulant thought, desire and ambition ; brilliant
bits of humor, wit and repartee; Stories fixing local color and human pathos and interest as if on canvas. It
is the essence of all noteworthy speech of a hundred years itself the expression of all noteworthy action.
Prefixed to the several volumes are introductory articles "The Influence and History of Oratory," by Mr.
Reed; "The History of After-Dinn- er Speaking," by Professor Sears, etc. Following these brilliant prefaces
are contributions from mind and pen of men who have made the English-speakin- g people first in literature,
arts and sciences, and who have taught ideal civic life; men who have directed from the executive chair, the
cabinet board, the pulpit, the sanctum, the bench, the stage, the rostrum, and the printed page.
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MAIL THIS INQUIRY COUPON.
THE OREGONIA PORTLAND.

Gentlemen: Referring to your advertisement of Hon. Thomas
B. Reed's Library of Modern Eloquence, I will be pleased to re-
ceive (without charge) portfolio of sample pages, photogravures
and chromatic plates; al30 full particulars regarding bindings,
prices, etc
Name
Occupation
Street
City and State

(12-U- l)


