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GREATER THAN THE LAW.

What slenifies, on the part of the
Worthern-Great Northern directors, this
sudden rush to cover? Why do they
announce that changes will be made
more in conformity to the desires of
Western Sintes, s expressed through
existing statutes, ufterances of Gov-
ernors and threats of special gesslons?
The amalgamation professes to be
within, or at any rate bevond, the
reach of the law. Its principal men
Jaugh Governor Van Sant to scom, and
assure themselves that they are legal-
1y impregnable. Why, then, this trepi-
dation?

The answer 1s that, while the North-
ern Securitles Company may clircum-
vent the law, It cannot circumvent a
force greater than the Jaw, and that
force 18 the American people. All the
laws and all the Governors and ali the
decrees of all the courts of the Unlted
Stntes will avail these stock manipu-
Intors nothing If the $400,000,000 of their
gecuritics about to be thrown on the
marke! hit the floor of the New York
Stock Exchangs with a duil thud, and
nobody so credulous as to buy them.
Capital Is very sensitive. Though the
combination may be within its legsl
rights, it carpot aford to encounter
public hostility n a move like this,
which 18 successful only to the extent
that it can command the confidence of
the investing public. Thus the “strong
talk™ of the Governors may defeat the
new combinntion as efectunlly as a de-
cree of eourt by causing the publle to
view it with suspiclon. It is scarcely
to be expected that the plans for com-
munity of interests will be broken up,
but 1t is entirely probable that the ob-
noxious “trust” will fall to accomplish
the object for which It was organized.

There is also the well-defined prospect,
through this amsalgamation, of a re-
vival of Grangerism. It is certain that
the Biate Legisiatures have great power
over rallway rates and general control
of corporations—iarger powers, indeed,
than they have yet exercised. And the
euthority of Congress over them,
through its right to regulate commerce
‘between the states, Is vastly larger than
has yet been aesserted through legisla-
tion. The great combinations have pro-
duced an unvest which will very cer-
tainly exert iteelf through political ac-
tion. There are many signs of it. Not
uniikely this question will be forced to
the front in the form of a demand that
the General Govermment shall sssume
the ownership and procecd to the opera-
*tion of the Iinterstate railroads, with
the corollary that the shorter lines,
whaolly within a single =tate, shall virto.
elly become gtate rallwaynm

These idens have been thrown out
widely already as affording the onily
rFemaining resource through which the
rallroads may be controlled by the peo-
ple, Instead of controlling them. It Is
the fault of the great rallroad dictators
that this feellng against the roads is
marting up again. It is undoubtedly
true that any mvesior can buy stock
in as many roads as he pleases and
may become a director In them all
Nevertheless, these vast comblnations
may move the people 1o more vigorous
action for contraol or regulation of the
raliroads than they have yet taken,

LOST OX THE AIR.

The strenvous life which our Presl-
dent has apotheoeized invades some-
times even the sanctum ssoctorum of
the most self-contalned oewspapers,
Meditation hes this disadvantage—that,
while normally conducive to calm, yet
when too long persisted Im it evokes
wrath, Here is the =wéet and solemn
Epringfield Republican. So long it has
brooded over the harrowing case of Mias
Stone that its discontent arises on this
wise:

The long delay in accomplishing the rescus
of Miss Stone is Injuring the prestiga of the
Tinited Siates in all parts of the world, .
The runsom policy must succeed In its kmme-
Giate wbject In order 10 be Justified.

Would that its tons could resch the
State Department, and Mr, Dickinson
and the Amerlean Board and the bloody
bandilts In ths Bulgarian wilds! But
ebullitions of this order seem destined
by unkindly fate o stir no wider ripple
than in the editorial breast, or per-
chance In the consclousness of some
steadfast and srmpathetic reader. The
clarion blast is blown, but all is still
and none respondsa. The alarm gnes
forth, but comes back unheeded. The
bandits will enjoy their ill-gotten gains
tomorrow as well as today, perhaps
with added zest for the delay, and Miss
Btone will welcome releass, even at the
eleventh hour. There is no way to
reach the delinquents whoss contribu-
tions to the ransom did not arrive, and
g for public opinion, it Is nearly as
stable and trustworthy as the waves
of the sen.

How ofter has the agitated sanctum

slopped over on the sea of public opin-
ion, to be discredited. or, even worse,
to be ignored. We call upon the peo-
ple to rebuke the Money Power, or the
awful specter of Militarism, or the Ad-
ministration’s paolicy of criminal aggres-
sion, but they do not hear. In vain we
shout to them about the awful trusts,
the dread sgpecter of ntemperance, the
laxity of parental traloing, the growing
trreligion, the fading Influence of the
home, the desexiog of woman, the eviis
of bossism, the corruption of politics,
the fallure of education. We call upon
them, but they caanot come. They are
marrying and giving in marriags, buy-
Ing oxen, mending nets The prophet
stands In the market-place, but he can-
not be heard for the din of trade. How-
ever, the prophet will not mind. He
will go on trying. He will have done
his duty, and that’s some comfort,

IDOLATRY IN AMERICA.

The demand for tariff revision swell-
ing up from all over the country has
reached the ears of the tarlff worship-
ers.  Thelr answer, volced by Senators,
manufacturers and newspapers, is that
the tariff must not be touched. To do
so would be to Imperil business, and
more yvet It would precipitate a gemeral
tariff agitation, and possibly readjost-
ment. Confessedly there are grave In-
fquit'es and no [ttle Injustice in the
present schedulea, The steel trust, for
one thing., ls charging more at home
than it eells for abroad, and 1t does
this through the ald of the tariff. This
is & case of protection admittedly run
to seed; but we must not aiter the steel
schedule, they say, becauss If we should,
others would come In to point out other
errors and wrongs, and we should be
dreadfully embarrassed,

When, then, may the tariff be safely
revised? Obvicuely, never. For the
time will never come when some cor.
rections will not suggest others. The
longer we walt, the more changes wiil
be to make The question Is accord-
ingly removed from anything ke log-
ical or reasonable consideration. Should
sugar pay 1 cent & pound duty, or 2
cents? B-h-h! the tariff must not be
touched.
cumbrance on all, and a banefit only to
the packing-houses? Breathe oot
word against protection, Is the tariff
on tea no longer needed for revenue, a
burden on consumers and a clog on
trans-Pacific trade? Yea, but if you re-
move the duty on tea, somebody will
want changes on shoes or stae] bliliets or
imitation jewelry.

The tariff, that is to say, s xacred,
It £ not & means to an end, and that
end the general welfare, but it is a
god in itself, to be venerated and re-
ferred to only In tones of religlons awe,
Surely this sort of idolatry cannot pass
current for statesmanship. Surely we
have not altogether lost the art of con-
sidering measures with a view to thelr
merite. We cannot possibly be ready
to abdicate both reason and common
sanse In favor of a sort of blind fetich-
worship more fitted for the Dark Ages
than the twentleth century. These pro-
tests say in effect that, mo matter how
wnjust or infurious the tariff i=s it must
not be disturbed for fear that in right-
ing some wrgngs we shall be impor-
tuned to right others, ;

A defenspe of this sort does nothing
but excite susplelon. It is the resort of
rogues, who must stand together, be-
cause If one ls apprehended all must
go down. It 18 the resource of those
who fear & single ray of light upon their
work, lest unsuspected blemishes may
be disclosed. Buch is not the wise
course for true conservations of busi-
ness and trade. Far better for Ameri-
can Ilnborers and capitalists that the
tariff should be revised by their friends
rather than that Its Inequalities and
mischiel should be allowed to grow and
grow until It is overthrown n reckless
and unreasonlng wrath by hostile the-
orists, bemt only upon realization now
of the ultimate cream of fres trade.

e

ON THE ALERT.

In the general stir In Portland in
regard to matters of public moment It
would be strange indeed were the pub-
lic-splirited women, with whom the clty
abounds, to remaln stationary. That
they have no thought of thus remain-
ing: that, on the contrary, they are
already up and doing, is attested by the
echoes of vigorous intent that have fol-
lowed recent meetings of the Woman's
Club. For some months jeading women,
not only of this body, but of the com-
munity in general, have had in mind
the possibilities that await develop-
ment for beautifying the clty.

A number of ecarnest women have
ralsed thelr wvolees in defemse of our
menaced shade trees, pleading eloguent-
1¥ In the ceme of beanty for thelr re-
tention on the park blocks and resi-
dence streets, or thelr replacement in
cases where unsightllness or decay hnas
followed the injudicious use of the saw
and pruning-knife. Reaching - out be-
yond this, the Woman's Ciub has be-
come interested in civie improvement,
and has appointed & commities to con-
fer with other commitiees representing

Inund’'s advancement, the object belng to
beautify the clty o the wholesome
einpe designated by clean streets, jm-
proved parks, the abolishment of un-
slghtly alleys, the proper planting and
care of uees and shrubbery, the cultl-
vation of odd nooks and comuers wher-
ever they exist, etc.

Effort has not been confined to parks
nor to cities. It has touched school
grounds—barren and unsightly—and
made them places fair to look upon.
It has invaded the officlal domnatin and
made courthouss and jailyards and the
spaces, large or small, surrounding Gov-
ermment bulidings, green and clean and
shady. It has reached out over our
eminent domaln and given us a Yellow-
stone Park: 1t has made of our Na-
timal cemeieries gardens of benuty and
given to many of cur villages certifi-
cates of thrift and taste and culture
which all who pass may read and in-
dorse,

Oregon has not stood still while this
development has been in progress, al-
though little comparatively has been
necomplished., Iits caplital clty shows
many evidences of advancement along
the byways of beauty In the artistically
planted and kept grounds of the State-
house, the Asylum for the Insane and
other public institutions; and who,
passing through Oregon Clty, the old
plosieer town by the falls of the Wil
lamette, has failed to notice the smooth-
ly-shaven lawn and pretty beds of poar-
let geraniums that surroend the County
Courthouse there located? Portland has
not been behind in these matters, as the
City Park, the grounds surrounding
the High School buliding and some
other school bulldings show. But too
little regard has been pald to this feat-
ure of our urban life, and active sys
tematic effort in this direction 1s long
overduc.

it seemma now, however, that the days

the newly awakened Interest In :Pcm.-lI

Is the duty on hides an In-|

of careless, haif-hearted effort in this
line are nearing thelr close. It will be
well, Indeed, if events prove this to be
true. Men may be, and to some extent
necessarily are, prime movers in such
work, but women are valuable s aux-
{liary workers. Often, indeed, they
have taken the Jead and carried to sue-
cess plans that have made the streets
of citles elean, wholesome and beautiful
where before dirt and disorder held
unsightly and malodorous sway. The
women of Portland are awake upon
this question. As before stated, the
Woman's Club proposes to extend or-
ganized effort into the domaln of clvic
Improvement; in a few days a special
meeting will be calied to eee what the
women of the ¢ity can do toward mak-
ing Portiand presentable in the best
sense for the Lewis and Clark Exposi-
tion. Every effort in this line should be
encouraged, both by men and women,
There Is work for all to do, and active
minds are busy with pians whereby It
will be systemntized and pushed for-
ward looking to the best resuits. With
beauty and utility as the rallying ory,
the following of this movement should
be large and {ts achlevement a source
of pride, health and pleasure, to our
citizens, and of appreclation and de-
light to the strangers within cur gates,

WILL IT BE A BARREN CENTURY?

Leading thinkers In both Europe and
America predict that our century will
be barrem in the sense that it s not
likely to add much to the body of great
Mterature or coriginal sclentific kuowl-
edge; that the work of the century will
be exhibited In the triumphs of the
genlus of commercialism and the vast
extension of the domain of applled sci-
ence. This prediction is Iltkely, from the
present outlook, to prove true, but even
if it should prove true, it wouid oot Im-
pench the intellectual power of our
epoch; It would only Indicate that hu-
man thought bas been forced to find
or accept new channels for its expres-
sion. It has become a truism to say
that it is the age forms the man, not
the man forms the age. Macaulay
points out that Dante was but the enor-
mously gifted child of a time of po-

5 | litleal convulsion, that Shakespeare was

in a great measure produced by the
Reformation, even ag was Woprdsworth
and Coleridge by the French Revolu-
tlon. We might go further and point
out that the best poetry of Byron, Scott
and Shelley owed much of its spirit and
currency to the infizence of that tre-
mendous time. Dante was a fléerce po-
litleal partisan, a man of turbid and
melancholy spirit. Had he ilved in our
day, he would have been & conspirator
and revolutionist of the rare quality of
Mazzinl In exlle he wae as stern and
melancholy as Purltan John Milton was
in the days of the Restoration, and like
Mllton his wvolee In exile is that of &
cross between & priest like Savenarola
and a great poet,

John La Farge, the artist, tnkes tha
same view of & far greater and more
versatile man, Michelangelo, whose
name Is falrly enrolied among those
who were kindled something by the suc-
ceszlon or colllslon of great eventa, His
birth took place about the time when
“amid the clash of resounding arme was
heard the click of type.” The culture
of (he Renaissance had just begun; in
his early youth came the discovery of
America; the breaking up of the polit-
leal system of Europe followed, and in
his old age he saw the great religious

issenslons which through the Reforma-
tion changed the wvery definitions of
Christlan thought. Like Dante, Michel-
angelo became a politieal exile; like
Dante, e had a melancholy, haughty
and bitter spirit; like Dante, he be-
lieved profoundly in God and In the
Church of Hiome, and, like Dante, he
was so0 much the child of his age that
he would not have volced himsell as
nobly, powerfully, as he did in any
other tima or clireumstances which In-
vaived lezs passionate falth im a per-
sonal God or less fervent faith ia the
Christlan religlon as expounded by his
church., The production of greal poelry
requires “not an examining, but a be-
leving mind,” and because this is true
Macaunley says that Italy will gever pro-
duce another “infemo' or England an-
other “Hamlet”; that the environment,
the atmosphere, of England and his age
contributed enormously to the supreme
spliration of Shakespeare,

After Shakespeare there is no decent
oame until we reach Milton, and Milton
clearly wns suckled on Bhakespears, for
his “L'Allegro™ Is written completely
in the spirit and expression of Shakes-
peare’s song® that are  sprinkled
throughout or added to bis plays. But
Milton Is a Puritan as well as a poet,
and in his days of spiritual exlle after
the Restoration he writes in a loftier
mood, which, like that of Dante and
Michelangelo Wn exile, Is colored some-
thing by his religious melancholy and
his political despalr. Out of the Res-
toration no great literature could be ex-
pected through Its Jezitimate children
gave the Ilterature of wit and satire,
which plays round the head, but comes
not near the heart; for it was a time
of wsoulless, conscienceiess men and
characleriess women. The quarreis of
Kings, fomented often by their angry
mistresses, with thelr consequence of
rulnous wars, fill up largely the history
of the eighteenth century. The literary
forces that convulse ite conclusion are
those of Volialre and Rousseaun. To the
great Revolution whose seeds they
sowed the alneteenth century owed Iis
poetie lterature. Its so-called humanli-
tarjanism in soclety and politics dates
from Rousseau; its inquiring, if not ir-
revercent, spirit dates back to the Influ-
ence of Veltalre., Rousseau and Vol-
taire were not great men, but they weare
certainly great writers |ln volelng the
suppressed thought of thelr time, When
the influemce of the French Revolution
was spent in England, her day of great
poetry was over with the passing away
of Byron, Shelley and Keats. Al of
Colertdge that is lmmorial was written
befors 1800, and after his radical youth
was over Wordsworth wmtek not seldom

like
An ol half-witted sheep
Which blents articulate monotony,
And indirates that two and one are thres,
That grass is green, Iakes damp and mountains

Btecp,

The age of reform in England lfted
Tenuyson to a level of high poetry; the
age of reform u Ameplca drew forth
rom Loweil, Whittier, Hoimes and Em-
erson some fine lyrics. But since the
clome of our Civil War it cannot be sald
that elther in America or England has
there been any notable addition to the
body of poetic production, mor to that
of fictiom of permanent quality. We
have greatiy added to the body of vale-
able history, biography and sclentific
Nterature, but woe have exhausted our
sentimental humanitarianiem, We have
greatly outworn our popular supersti-
tlons, both in religion and politica We
are about done with Rousseau, but not
altogether quit of Vaoltalre, for we are
Btill irraverant enoneh to vvastizate in

order to understand, We are digposed
to be agnostic concerning matters of
pure faith that are subjects of gpecuis-
tion. A century that has become too
Inteiligent for blind faith in or rever-
ence for anything that does mot rest on
reason and fact for Justificdtion will cer-
tainly not be a poetic age, and the work
of our contery will be the extenslon of
applied sclence to the commercial elv-
fNlization of the earth, Our Uterature of
new poetry and fietlon will be small,
but our historical and political litera-
ture will be Jarge. Like all busy peo-
ple, we shall care for books that In-
siruct or amuse. We shall stll]l read
our Shakespeare, Burns and Byrom with
zest; we shall still read Secott and
Thackeray, George Ellot and Btevenson,
but we shall not puszie over Browning
or revel ja Hall Caine. We shall have
less sontimental religion, but not less
rectitude,

PURGING THE LIST.

President Roosevelt has made another
noteworthy manifestation of his deter-
mination to purge the live body of the
Army of all dead matter by forcibly
retiring Colonel Henry E. Noyes, Bec-
ond Cavalry, from actlve service. Au-
thority for the retirement of an officer
sgainst his will after reaching the age
of 62 Is expresaly vested in the Presl-
dent by act of Congress, but 1t has only
been resorted to a few times within
the last few years. Coionel Crofton
was retired by President Cleveland;
General E. A. Carr was retired by order
of President Harrison; Colonel E, C.
Balnbridge and Colonel Charles E.
Compton were retired by President Mo-
Kinley, and so was General Charles P.
Eagan.

In the case of Colonel Noyes the Pres-
ldent has made no mistake. His pro-
motion to Colonel of Cavalry was held
up by the Senate, with the result that
he was jumped by several officers,
Colonel Noyes was charged at one time
with belng in debt to enlisted men of
his command for borrowed money in
considerable amounts, and It was re-
cently necessary to convene a court of
inguiry regarding certain procesdings
at the post which he commanded In
Cuba. Colonel Noyes graduated from
West Polat in June, 1861, and he was
twice brevetted for gallantry In the
Civil War, ond he became Colonel in
May, 1888

The President evidently thought that
an edocated cfficer whose record at €2
was by no means creditable had been
on the active list long enough, and =so
relired him to maks room for a more
meritoriovs soldier. The President and
Secretary Root are determined that the
older officers who are incapable or phys-
lcally unable to exercise command in
the field shall be forced off the active
list at an early date. Napoleon at St
Helena sald that an officer was worth-
less in the field for any Important serv-
ice after 60. There have been a good
many brilliant exceptions to this rule,
like cur own Scott and Taylor In the
Mexican War, and Generals George S.
Greene and Isanc R. Trimble In the
Civil War.

There have also been some English
Generals, like Lord Roberts, Lord
Gough and Lord Clyde, who displayed
great military energy when consider-
ably past 60. But as a general rule to
go by, Napoleon was right; for the vast
majority of officers are unfit for eff-
clent field service after 60. Napoleon
himself was physically broken dowa In
his 46th year. After the ‘campaign of
1814 his physical energy wWas so ex-
hausted that, while he could plan as
well as ever, his hand had lost ita power
of prompt execution. Napoleon quoted
Massena's fallure In Spain In 1810-11 as
due to the fact that he was prema-
turely old at 52 through rheumatism,
and could no longer ride his horse and
persanally enforce his orders.

DEBTORS AND THEIR DEBTS.

It 1s a sad and suggestive story that
comens from Constantinople anent the
Sultan's birthday, The hours hung
heavy on his hands, the cable says, and
it was & time of sadaness and gloom, be-
cause of the humiliation visited upon
Turkey by France. Alas for the woes
of the poor persccuted and belabored
debtor! When one has borrowed from
every available source, and when upon
the day of maturing paper all avenues
of relief are closed agalnst him, how
dark the face of Nature seems, how
hollow is all amusement, how vain all
mirth!

“Adrian de Maupre, You must pay Jyour
detes ™

“Very true, my lord, but whers &m ] to bor-
row the monsy with which o pay them T
1s & combinaticn of demand and hope-
jess response that has worried men of
jess worldly pomp than Abdul Hamid
owns, and others of even greater finan-
cial resources, Roughly speaking,
everybody Is In debt, and debt may be
a crowe of glory as well as an instru-
ment of torture, Debts that can be pald
when due, or refunded with a smile
from the mortgagee, need take sleep
from no eye or whiten no halr. It ls
only when the crop parches under the
farmer's very gaze, or the market soars
when we are short, or the ship comes
never to land, or sickness incapacitates
or flame devours, that debt becomes o
pightmare and the once bénefactor an
enemy.

The Bultan Is & bad debtor, but It may
not be entlrely his fault, Doubtless he
could save money on his allowance if he
had the will, but who is to give the In-
vertehrate a backbone? Who can make
the profligate esconomical, or the im-
provident thrifty? When the leopard
con change his gpota and the Ethjopian
his skia, then will all our spendthrifts
become misers, and cur bankrupts will
have money to lend. Fortunately the
honest and prudent debtor need never
Iack for friends or a place to discount
his note. Fortunately the way to finan-
cial comfort lles, as a rule, in right
conduct. Be wary of the man who Is
in debt and cen't get out. Bomewhere
In his round of life he has slipped a
cog. Uncontrolled pa<dons, of lust or
avarica or evil temper, have sent his
ship far out of Its course. His own mis-
takes, and mot the hostility of fate,
have made him the prey of rulnous re-
insurance and salvage. The Sultan
doubtiess would enjoy to be out of debt.
But it s equally certain he could not
bear to pay the price. Nothing worth
having comes without self-denial.

In these days of gigantic traneporta-
tion schemes there is occasion for a Mt-
tle surpriee In the new route sald to
have been projected for trans-Atlantic
travel It is no lesse than changing the
American seaport from New York o
8ydoey, on the Island of Cape Breton.
A bridge costling $4.000,000 {8 to be bullt
acrogs the Stralt of Canso, thua con-
necting Cape Breton with the Nova Sco-
tian peninsula. This s sald to be alto-
gether too large a project to find war-
rant In local conditions, apd the ambl-
tious scheme of tuming all trans-At-

lamtic travel that way is to
lle behind the undertaking. time
between New York and Liverpool by
the present route is six days; by the
new lme it would be reduced to four
and one-half days, and the sea voyage
would be reduced from six to three and
& third days, the European landing
being at Londonderry, ireiand, instead
of Liverpool. Between New York and
Sydney the distance by rail is a little
more than 1000 miles, and the rallroad
connections are already reasonably di-
rect. While the shortened sea Voyage
would undoubtedly contribute to the
popularity of the new route, It Is not
to be forgotten that navigation ia that
latitude is fraught with dangers oot en-
countered further to the south. Fogs
and fcebergs are not yet controlled by
the transportation magnates,
t ——— — —————J

Charles Algernon Swinburne has
launched the full proud sall of his great
verse agalnst the enemles of England—
In Germany and elsewheére—who are ac-
cusing his country and its soldiers of
inhumanity in South Africa. He as-
serts that, as compared with the Boers
and the Germans the English are mod-
els of humanity in war. Of Colonel Ben-
gon, recently killed in battle, who had
been accused of cruelty (o nom-comba-
tants, Bwinburne writes:
Nor heed wo more than he what Hars dare pay

Of merey*s holk les left 4

Toward whelps and dams of murderous foes,

whom none
Bave we had spared or fearsd to starve and
slay.

In this vigorous way he out-Chamber-
laing Chamberialn In reply to German
eritles:

Alone as Milton and as Wordsworth found
And balled thelr England, when from ail
around

Howled all
knaves,
Bubiime she stands: whils, stified In the sound.
Each lle that falls from German boors and
slaves
Falls but as Aith dropt In the wandering
Waven
Here, Indeed, 1s a man who “slings
Fnglish.,” Chamberiain's words are but
as sweet milk to EBwinburpe’s wvitriolle
declamation. Swinbume Is the man
who can “hurl back™ at the enemies of
his country.

the recreant hats of eavicus

S8ir Thomas Lander Brunton, a great
English medical authority, ia a recent
address on "Apparitions and Visions™
declared that nearly every one of these
phenomena I8 traceabls to mental
causes. Visions are traceable to a pe-
cullar class of diseases notably epl-
lepsy. In his opinlon the seer of bib-
lical history was only an eplleptic. In
Sir Thomas' opinion, if Mohammed had
been doeed with bromide of potassium
when he had vislons, there would have
been no Koran and no Mohammedism,
for there stems to be little doubt that
the vislons were the result of physical
disrase 8ir Thomas Brunton tells
nothing that is not famlillar to anybody
who ever saw a case of manla a potu.
Glven a case of badly disordered, disor-
ganized nervous gystem from any cause,
whether aleohol, overwork, sleeplessness
or anxiety, and there are always visions
about., This expinins Luther's vision of
the devil, explaing the ghost of Cassar
that appeared to Brutus the night be-
fore Phillppl, explains all the so-called
historleal ghosts. These ghosts are all
like the sights and sounds that plague
the victim of delirfum tremens; nobody
save the victim of the delusion sees or
hears anything. Ghosts like that of
Hamlet's father, which are visible to
everybody within the range of vision,
only exist in fiction.

The saloon-keeper who sells or gives
aleoholic lguor to & minor {8 & man
lost to all moral sense, and should be
ferreted out and the fullest penalty of
the broken law be visited upon him.
When the minor I= & boy of tender
years, the helnousness of the crime 12
Increared, unfortumately, without the
possibllity under the present statute of
Increasing the penalty. Atroclous as Is
the crime of plying minors with drink,
it may be sald to differ in degree, and
surely its most abhorrent stage is
reached when a mere child is the vic-
tim of the liquor wvender’s cupldity or
diabolism. The slatute forbldding such
an act and fixing a penalty therefor
might well be amendad by doubling the
penalty when the victim Is under 12 or
14 yeara of age=. Public opinion would
support the most stringent law in re-
gard topthis matter, which Is to say
tha: the enforcement of such a law
would not be difffcult.

The careless reading of a traln s
patcher's order resulted a few days ago
in one of the most frightful and deadly
rallway collisions an the Wabash road
In the recent history of raliroading.
Human carelessness or lapse of atten
tion is one menacing factor that the
managers of raflroads have not been
able to ellmicate from thelr service,
though they have striven with dlli-
gence and persistence to counteract and
overcome it. Eighty lives are forfelt to
the latest fallure in this attempt, the
enginesr who misread or misunderstood
the order having been one of the vic-
tims. A similarity In the sound of the
names of the siatlons, Seneca and Sand
Creek, led to the fatal misunderstand-
ing that caused this wreck, and sug-
geats at once & danger and Its compe-
tent remedy.

The community may be congratulated
on the compromise of a breach-of-prom-
ise suit that has been pending before
Judge Frazer's court for soms weeks
The detalls of a case of this kind are
both disgusting and demoraliziog, and
should be confined to the “love letters,”
so-called, of the parties Interested, and
the burned, as In o sense, pestilential
matter,

The opening war-whoop of the Demo-
erats in caucus at Washington leaves
little room for timorous Repubilcans to
hope through silence to suppress the
tariff question, It Is the one toplc be-
fore the countiry. It will pot down., He
who runs from this fight will confront it
agaln, and In worse case.

Through [Its prompt subscription to
the Lewls and Clark Centennial, Port-
land has galned the good-will of the
surrounding country. Some of our crit-
fes will perhaps conclude that the en-
terprise was here all the time, and only
needed some trial to bring It out,

Winners of medais at Bulfalo ean
have them by paying for thelr making.
Thia is well enough for firms with goods
to advertise, but a trifle hard on state
exhibits that have already been maln-
taimed Jargely through the seif-dental
of exbibitors,

Cuba can be “free” If she likes; but
the customs unison of the United States
does not extend to other independent
natlooca

TOO ENGLISH, DON'T YOU ENOW

America has always been a butt for
ridicule for prominent men of letters in
England. In the middle of the past cen-
tury British writers could not wrack their
bralns for enmough derision. Dickens,
Basil Hall, Mrs. Trollope, Harrlet Martl-
meau, Lyell, Ampere, Mackay and c¢ven
Thackersy found material for more or
lems captlous critictem. De Quiney |
wrote: “The United States—a great bulk |
of a contiment, that the very moon finds
it fatiguing to cross—produces & rave of
Baroums on & pre-Adamite scale, corre-
sponding In avidity to Its owa enormous
proportions.”

These writers Uttle dreamed that In
half a century opportunity for ridicule
would be reversed. They little imagined
they wers heating the furnmce of de-
rision s hot that It would singe them-
melves, In just @ years American energy,
which they cast the banter at, Is In the
lead of British pride.

Is England going down hill? Are the
jibes of neighbors and Its own pessimism |
yalid? Decadence of the nation has
come to be & mournful subject at home
and an exulting one abroad. Magnzines
and newspapers are full of It. European
writers on the Continent rub thelr hands |
with glee. But in America, a Nation
bound to England
language

and of ocommon political
and soclal sympsathies, the deca-
dence of England, If It has be-
gun. awakens regret. We have never

been able to desist from guarreling with
England. but today we think more of the
pation than ever. A people which hns

viduallsm has solved the grentest riddie
of human progress. Our fault-finding le
a test of cur friend=hip, We don't treat
France, Italy or Spaln so well because
we don’t care to take the trouble

The sapparent decadence of Engiand
comes not from deterforation of the na.
tion. but from {ts fallure up
to date. The reason for this may be
found in Britlsh pride. Pride has made
the British mind all-sufficlent. Whast-
ever I8 not Anglo-Saxon {8 pot worth
while. The British mind Is cooped up
within itself and almost as lsolated aw
its "island. Its individualizm that has
aaved the world seems to be going to
seed. Its methads of business and in-
dustry are far behind the times because
pride has kept it from secelng anytning
better. English methods, which 5 years
ago led the world, are now outdnted. The
wide-awake, far-seelng spirit of half a

to keep

century ago !s succeeded by myople con- |

servatism. Constant vigilance, the price
of Britsh supremacy, has been largely

rejaxed. |

Decline of a natlon begina when it can-
not Jearn from others, Ideas sterilize
unless fertilized by forelgn contact.
China has received the punishment of
insularity. British Chauvinism hns lert
nothing outside England. But whatever
pralses Itself but In the deed somotimes
devours ftself In the pralse.

In the past half century England had
peace. The rest of the world had perlods
of war. Eritish prosperity wos unprece-
dented. The pation had no rivals for su-
premacy. It sefzed Iis opportunitics. Tt
became the workshop of the world, and
the first nation In Industry, commerce
and wealth, Al the world pald tribute
and London was the mart of nations

But now, Hritish spirit, before so buoy-
ant, sinks In pessimism The nation no
longer s dominant in the world's mar-
ketn.  Parllament s no longer the same
exalted body. Fublic mem no longer
command the same publie confidence.
The canker of a bad world and a long

peace seems o have bilghted the national |

apirit. Conservatiam born of syccess and
pride s inadequate for new problems
America and Germany are dividing spoiis
which once were the individual property
of England. Living in a fool's puradise
the Britlsh people dld not see the com-

petition buliding up aroand them. Now
that thaey see If, the century opens
gloomily for them. !
Reformation of old methods Is the

requixite. The old systems of war, di-
plomacy, education and business that
have come down from a past generation
do not meet modern tests Machinery
and transportation are far behind
times. The nation has neglected up-to-
date sclence In sanltation and methods |
of dealing with pauperism. Colleges
eling to the old curricula. The passport
to political preferment is weaith or fam-
ily distinction. Even trade-unionism has
crystalized to a degree where production
fa resiricted, by reduced hours of 1..}»1.-,!
lessened Initiative, and lack of dlrr\‘lh}n|
by employes

the

Insularity !s shown also in the fact|
that Engilsh current lterature !s lttle
known beyond the Channel The Conti-

nent has ceased to find Interest In Eng-
Hsh writers The Nierary Intercogrse
between the Contlnental natlons {3 in
strong contrast Lo this. As & writer In
a late magasine says, Continental Europe
seems (o0 have broken down cthnoiogicnd
barriers to found an intellectual com-
monwealth,

Twenty-flve years ago Intercourse
tween England and the Continent was
coOmmon. But In the last 19 years the
English ditch has been widening. A crnm-
tury ago English studenta, from Colerfdgs
and Wordsworth down, woere followlng
German Idenls. But now Engiand has
shut Itself up within ltself.

The Continent is reclprocally closing
itself to England. Europe used to draw
fts chief Insplration from the “seagirt
fsle.” When searching in the space of
knowledge 1t regularly turmed its intel
lectual telescope on Engiand British
seclusiveness may mean not that Eng-
land s all-suffictent by itsel?, but that
other natlons can afford to gt
without British lessons.

Each yenr Engiand s more impervious
to foreign ldeas. [ts Inereasing insular-
ity allows less and less to percolate from
the outside. “We don't care what for-
eigners think, and If they wish to talk
to us let them learn English.™ But for-
eigners have a world of thelr own. They
don't have to learn English.

Such provinclallsm deprives
thought of wvaricty and fertility. Mind
to progress must expand. Intellectual
protectionists who confine themselvos to
thelr own little worlls lose the power of
critical judgment. No organ or functlon
of the body can be exerclsed along con-
vontional lines and remaln unimpalred.

England Ix, however, far from de-
creplt nation. Thae wall of pessimism
from Its shores is a reaction from optim-
ism. Great Britaln still has the great-
st external and carrying trade and a
strength that defies the envy of every na-
thom. The Eritish character Is plastic.
It will no doubt adjust (tself to new re-
quirements, It ean retrieve liself If It
can get over Its fault of provinciallem,

ba-

along

English

by tles of common |

| Asd murmured In haughty disdain:

SLINGS AND ARROWS.

The Desiruction of the Giants.
The elvven came down lke the wolf on the
fold,
With thoir arma stretching oot for & strong
strangie hold.
Wlth a scowl on each face and & gleam In each
eye,
Foreboding that some obe must weaken or dle.

Like the crest of a hreaker that curis dark and

ETeem,

That team in ite pride ers the scrimmage was
L Lo

Liks a breaker that acatters in spray on the
shaore,

That team went to smash when the scrimmage
was o'er.

For the ang»l of Death hutted into the game,

And, te judee from his haul, he was giad that
be came.

For the halfhark in several sections wos found
in warious parts of the red baitle-ground,
And there lay the quarter and guands i the

ditch,

Eat ne one could teil just which ona was
which,

While. carrying baskets, the streaming-ayed
fricnela

Collected the remnants of centers and endn

And the roolers were sllent, the maldens maan
MOAT,

The tanners wers drooping. the fish horns un-
blown.

Terlen sleven fancers are lowd in thelr wall,
Twiee eleven fond mothers are weeplng and

pale,

And twenty-two harps bhave teen fAtted with
strings,

Api Bt Poter has bought twenty-two palrs of
wings

Getting Used to It
Hamlet lounged on the parapet of the
palace, poffing tentatively at a large, fat
cigar. Horatlo stuck his head up through

| the scuitle to sce what had become of the
given to the world the precept of Indi- |

Prince, and, obssrving his occupation,
gave a well-bred sjaculation of surprise.
“Here, Ham.,” he =ald, “you have EBO
business to be smoking that cigar. You
2 committing a shocking anachronism,
Dot you know that tobaceo will not be
dissovered for three or four centusies?"
| “Can't help it, Rashe," repiled Hamlet,
I"I just got a tip from o sooths=ayer that
1 am golng to be played by Wilitam Gil-
iette some time in the future, and I might
ss well get used to it.”
| Having no desire 1o Tequest the Inev-
itable to go "'way back and =it down, Heo-
| raito sald mo more, but strained his eyes
preering Into the fog from which the ghost
wns nbout due.

A Pralrie Legend.
Out on the blllowy plaips, where the voice of
the penilve coyole
Sounds In & triplicste wall when the sun slow-
| ly sets o'er the prarie,
Saral Mchitabel Jenks, a malden of singular
beauty,
Lived on her gramdfatber's ranch, and was
worshiped by Hannibal Hawkins
Plaln of frature was be, unskilled ln the aris
and the graces
And Irivks of Nalteriag speech that make such
m Bt with the Imdles,
| Whenover he came ts woo the charming and
heautifol Sarab
His runnners were those of the clam, but men
wore so scarcs on Uhe prairie
That Sarah forgave him his face, and accopled
hin silent attentiona.
| Tet these grew up in her heart & vold of gi-
gantic proportions,
And she sighed for the accents af love like the
kind in the worka of the Duchess:
Whispered beneath the pale moon or down by
the murmuring river.
Wards full of “tender appeal™ and fuil of “en-
raptursd emotton.”"

Arcliitmld W. Tirigge, direct from = fredh-
waler college,

Landed one day on the plains In quest of &
new constitotion—

His had been broken by toll of an anluous
kind In the classroom,

Digging with lauwdabio senl i the works of
the clamsical potth

| Boon he discovers] the mald, who was driving

the cowan Lo the pastire,

And struck by her beputeous face; he said to
Limsalf: “See your uncle

Win this unqoaitfied peach with the latest ap-
proved style of woulng.*"

B ke eourtecusly 1fted his hat, took a shy at
the state of the weather,

ftomarsed that he loved to see cows engaged
in such deerp ramination

Then seulfully looked In her eyes and aald
they wers mellow amd Hguid

Having thus lavncked on his theme, he falrly
banked up his quotations,

Bpoke words full of “temder appral.’’ and Joad-
o4 with mighty emotion,

Used all the persuasion of speech which Sarsh

hail mo often kmped for,

somehow ahe falied to be moved, aml

when, out of breath, he concluded,

whiftedd her lavely dark eoyea tiil they met

hin own pasalonate optics,

But

Eh

“Be yom

seilln’ pletur’ frames, mister™

Miss Ssral Mehitabel Jenks was martied to
Hanni*a] Hawkies:

For the necents of tender uppeal and the words

f roraptured emotion

Had  Joob simply great in the bhoaks,
when they wore sarnestiy spoken

They soursisd so atferiy strange that she had
mo choles but to class them

With the slpquent words of the mea who slone
taik thus on the prairie.

All of which yarn goes to sbow that If you
would win out a mabden,

The =afest way to proceed
down to her level,

but

ol

s to wmlk right

The Origin of That Guarr.l

The voung Queen of Holland sat at the
breakfust tabie proudly possed a
enchre Jeck of wheat cakes 10 the Prince
Consort

“Henry,” she asked, while cager hope
trembled on her lips, “don’'t you think
they are just lovely™

and

Hepry s=t hils tecth into one of them
and bravely saught to loak pleasant,
"Very good, my dear,”” he answ

“but, of course, they are not quile equal
to thoss my mother used—""

“You horrid thing!" snapped the Queen.
“léave the palace instantly!™

For this manly retort, gentle peader, is
not for use when the lndy happens to be
at the head of the house,

Got to Have It

Fallln" on the river,

Failin" on the piain,
Days an’® days together,

BEaln an” rain an' raln.
TWind a sadly sighin®,

Clouds & hangin® low,
Dreary, miny weather,

Got to have It, though.

—J. 1. MONTAGUR

Chirago. Bastle and Slouch.

Henry B, Fuller in The QOutlook.

In generai, we live beneath a sky withis
a sky., and our funeral pall, whiie It oc-
casmonally lightens, séldom [ifts sitogether,
Whether the newcomer approaches along
the Wuffs and ravines of the North, or
through the swamps and marches of the
South, or over the wide-stretehing prairieg
of 1he West, the dun trappings of the
Grent Horror show from afar, As hes ral-
ties nlong through perky suburban settle-
ments, or honest truckfarms, or balf-dried
swaled and disheveled swamps, tha horror
growa, Across the wide fieids—-gay with
tha years fowers or somber with jast
yuar's weords—=epoarating the mw huddies
of workers' cottagss, tangles of teiegraph
piics and of trolley wires, iead on the eye
toward ugly, shapeaicées hulks looming
above the dingy horizon—foundries, ele-
vators, machine-shops, breweries, faclo-
rirs, lcehousss—delached notes thal pre-
lude the grent dizcord (o come. Then ave-
nues of tracks, shut In by the shameiess
backs of things and spanned by grimy via-
diucts; arraya of mean streets doggediy
curtained against the sun and resolutely
tighting o the swee: country alre. The
hemrt sinks, the stomach revolts as,
through d4irt, dust, grime, sool, smoke
and cinders the trembling neophyte bumps
and Jars along toward the besmirched
shrine of the two-faced goddess of Busile

af beine too English.

and Slouch,




