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HEN the steamehip Osingwold
arrived recently in the Unit-
od States, and Captain Rob-
erts, its master, reportsd
that about 4 miles south-

Ceylon his wessel had

teamed for two hours through

IMESHEE of snakes, probably most
persons suspected the skipper of having
druwn a very Jong bow. DBut the captain
hiad told only the simple truth, and now
that, owing Lo our new pousessions, more
and more ships will ply the waters of i(he
Inflan and Chinese seas. the world will
learn many new and startling  things
about o feature of animal lfe that hith-
erio has been known practically to only
a Jew,

The first eclentific and official report
that reached the United States of the ex-
istenice of great sca snakes in nambers op
vast ax to challenge credulity was enade
a little lese than two yours ago by Dr.
Goerge F. Beckey of the United Btales
Geological Survey, who ssew a wonder{ul
spectacke while pasging through the Sea
of Jolo. on his way to mgke geological
and mineraiogical investigations for the
United States Government. Between Ce-
bu and Jolo the =hip passed through sea
ennkes for 10 milee, Dr. Becker com-
yutes thet thers were at leas=t B0 of them
10 efrh square mile, ond that Iif the
“sehool” of serpents was us woad as 1t
was long, there must have been 50,000,000
of them.

Ocean Alive With Them.
In thls cese s in the oase of the Osing-
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wold, the set, lterally and exnotly speak-
Ing. was alive with them. Wherever the

might ook snakee were swimming
with graceful convolutions, with heads
and Joug i k= thrust for oul of
the water. (r ne sea-serpent siyle. The |
Oslngwo master computes that :l:uI
aren coversd the snakes that he saw
wag folly ¢ miles lang and 14 miles wide.
A5 In the of the eoreatures scen by
Dir. Becker, thay seemed entirely foarless,
und barely ewam out of the track of the
ship In time to eseape death from the
bow or the eerew, In fact, the Oilngwold
kilie@ many of themn.

This o fenriessness ix a distingulsh. |
ing charocieristic of the sen snalkes, snd
littie 10 the dnnger that Is to
be apprehenied from them, for It often
ieads ok fishermen or swim-
mers, and even to climb the anchor
chalng and through the hawseholes of ves-
soln and te i the erews. And ss the |
hite of overy of the 0 known varic-
ties 1= abaolutely fatal, there Is no [ittle
the Ereat ocean
by them.
thing, when they are seen
al all them in hilge numbers, be-
couse they are grogarious and swim and
hunt in sreat s=chools. When there i=s a
particuiarly tempting form of food any-
where, they apivar to be able to discover
the fact and they will surround
thelr and untll nothing 1= left
Being so raporcious, It happens perjodical-
Iy thut they are forced to leave a worn-
ot huhting ground and seek food else-
whore, and under such clreumstances $t
i= that they ssrn oocasionnlly by
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Fifty Koown Varieties

There ars @ known wvarieties of these
freaded creatures, all clnssified under the
general titie of Thanatophidis. None
them Is sbie to Hve anywhere except is
ooeum water., Even In brackish rivers and
estparies they die altes 5 few dayve. and
when cast ashore they succumb as surely
as does a whale Every variety and sub-
viriety is ns polsonous as the cobra or
the bush Africa. Indeed, with
the exception of these two land serpents,
there I8 no =nake an dry Jand that Kills

of

sier of

=0 swiftly and as terribly as do the =sea
=nalkes

Owing o thelr fats! weapons and their !
case and celerity of swimming, there are
enteiles  that  destroy
enough of them 1o make any impression |
wre, The great East Indian |
1= them to some extent. but.
ows the danger that threat- |
is guarry, the huanting i= done
with much

not kil many snakes
in a day, He } g over the swimming
errpents untfl he gets a chance to scize
one with his talons Just behingd the heag. |
Then he hicks ke with his
DL siening 1o ctl off the venomous Juws.
If he falls, he drops the snake and fHes
uprwand = ¥ possible: Sharks
eitack the snakes also. It s supposod
thut rough. fAle-like af |
this fish i= an armor against poison, Man
i= mn “nemy
but he does nof hupt
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them on purpose,
killed by the fishermen
earh year no srstematic fight
aguinet the things, aund, as they
are very productive, their numbers ln.-
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Beauntifol as Deadly.
¥ are as beautiful as they are dead-
Coleridge made no misuse of
e, when he made his anclent

podth
mariner sa3

Beyond the shadow of ithe =hip
I writhed the wittvr snukes
They moved in teacks of shining white
Antd when ther rearwd the sifisd Nehe
Foll of In hoary Qokes &

of the ship
tched tholr rich attire:
Ereen and volvet black
led and wwam, and every track
fask of golden fire.
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nd earpet snakes, 15 clud g briu-

tifully ns nre almost all the Thanatophl-
diin. Banded, striped, speckled, blotched,
green, ollve, vellow, blue and black, they
seem the most beautiful things that the
eye can hope to see, as one watches them
‘swimming and colling” far below the
surfnee in the glorlous transparence of
the desp blue Indian Ocean.

No man who has not see¢n them can
form «ven a conception of thelr grace
and mgility. When they are swimming
at an ordinary rate of spead they appear
to undulate all over. They do nmot wind
through the water a= doex an e&l. Their
method of progression reminds the be-
holder raiher of the locomotion of a cat-
erpillar, with the difference that It Is far
more graceful, and that, as their bodies
move and twist, colors play over them as
they do on the buack and sides of dol-
phing. But when they dash at prey at
full speed they move ke an arrow, with
their heads and necks thrust stralght
before them, If they are swimming under
the surface, or, if they are darting along
the top of the water, with thelr heads
elevated just far enough to clear the
crests of the waves.

Immesely Powerful Tails,

When they are racing along thus thelr
sole means of locomotion is thelr broad,
paddie-shaped tail, which is pecullar to
all the s=en snakes, and forms the only
striking difference betwesn them and the
ordinary terreostial serpent.  This paddle
is nzed like a steamer's screw and hes
immenee power. Bent gldeways, it will
stop the snake Instantly, as Iif the crea-
ture had snchored suddenly. Indeed,
when doging or Tesiing over reefs and in |
the sea caves that are common In the |
coral banks, they hold fast to rocks or|
bottom with these broad talle, and will|
often sway thus for hours in calm weath- |
er.

The horrer with which they are regard- |
ed in all the lands that border the seas
in which they dwell has excellent reason,
a¥ there are no cases on record of recov-|
ery afier thelr bite. Most of the vietims
are Malny and other native fishermen and
shore dwellers, and pbysiclans rarely get
to the victims. Statistics are not
kept in that part of the world, so It is|
not poesible to ascertsin even approxi-
mately how many persons are killed each
vear. But travelers know that there s
hardly a fishing village that has not lte
tale of death to tell whenever it 1s vis-
fted.

For a time, sclentists were Inclined to
the bellef that the deadliness of the bite|
was due not to a venom ke that of land !
snnkes, but to some property that cnusecd f
blood polson, as does the bite of many |
{ishes that are not polsonous in them- |
selves. But the cese of a eallor on the |
British warshlp Algerine, coming, as it /|
naturally did. under the careful observa-
tion of medical men, proved that the
snnkes are directly polsonous, and that
they carry fangs charged with venom just
Uke the cobra,

An Usniuncky Catch.

The Algerine was lyilng In front of
Madras, when a school of brightiy-col-
ored snakes suddenly rose almost under

|0

| fore,

| Investigation and found the snake.

prickl!ng_.__bu_rn_ina_'__ggnsatlml.

the leel and began to hunt fish,

The sallors caught a big one, measur-
ing about elx feet, and drew it on deck.
None of them drenmed that the creature
was polsonous, but It snapped at its
canptors so fiercely that luckily’ they
fearsd to touch [t untll at Iast a young
gunner =elzed It. It turned and bit him
in the Index finger of the right hand. He
cut the serpent’s head off with his cut-
inss Instantly, and, after examining the
bright bedy for swhile, he gave it to
one of the shipmnates, who skinned It

The gunner went below s&nd ate his
bregkfast about half an hour later. For
some time he felt no pain or discomfort
from the bite, and, Indeed, did not glve
it & second thought, ag the flesh had
hardly been broken by the fine, needle-
ke teeth. But he had been on deck
again Jeks than two hours when he gud-
denly beeame slck and vomited. His
pulse began to weaken almost at once,
and finally it became intermittent. Still
he did not suspect that he was suffering
from the effects of the bite and, thore-
did mot even mentlon to the sur-
£ con who attended him that he had been
bitten.

The pupiis of his eyes began to dllate
and cold persplratlon appeared. Hils faco
sssumed an expression of intense anxlety,
and the surgeon became convineed from
the symptoms that the man was suffer-
Ing from a violént polson. He begnn an
A
native who happened to come on board

fdentified 1t as being one of the palson- |

ous sca snakes,

By that time the victim's throat had
become paralyged and the edges of the
tiny wounds were swollen and had begun
to darken. Soon the swelling extended
over his entire right side, and his neck
and face became spotted and blotched
with dark purple and gray. Twenty min-
utes ufter the dizcoloration had appeared,
it had spread over his entire body. Deuath
ended his sufferings four hours after he
had been bitten.

Another Cawse.

The next case to come under the obser- 1

vation of surgeons also occurred In the
port of Madras. The enptaln of a mer-
chant vessel was bitten by some unknown
creature while he was bathing. The pain
wis so slight and the two small wounds
Were s0 petty, looking hardly more serl-
ous than fly stings, that the man belleved
that he had been bltten by a small crab
and paid no further attention to it.' He
dressed letsurely and went to the house
of a friend for dinner.

After the meal he played with the child-
ren of his host and sang songs for the
company, Now and then, later in the
evenlng, mns time passed, he noticed a
over his

- -

whole body, but it felt rather pleasant
than otherwise, and did not aiarm him |
in the least. His friends took occasion
several times to remark that he was
looking particularly well.

Three hours afterwards he returned to
his ship, and he had:shardly touched the
deck before his Hlm CAME unaccount-
ably stiff and his tongue grew so thick
that he could not make himself under-
stood. He took some brandy, nnd when
that falled, the ship's doctor prescribed
medicine for him. When this produced
no effect, & Burman sailor suggested that
perhaps the captaln had been bitted by
a sea snake, On examination the doector
found that the two tiny wounds were
angry and purple, and he Instituted dras-
tic treatment at once, but the victim
dled within 7L hours after belng bitten.

Young Kannka Next Vietlm.

Near Ralne Iseland, in the Torres Straits,
& young Kuanakn, while diving for pearl
ghells on & reef, was bitten in the fore-
finger by a banded snake that shot up
from the bottom ag he plunged In and at-
tacked him without provocation, He dled
within 48 hours, afler having suffered
torment.

In Sigavl Harbor a black-and-white
banded snake bit a Fortuna Island boy
who had leaped on a submerged rock
where the creature had been lylng., The
lad jumped Into the water at once and
swam ashore to be treated by & natlve
snake doctor, but he died before morning.

Sir Jossph Fayer and Professor Russel]
permitted a five-foot sen snake to blte
a bird. It dled in four minutes. A sec-
ond bird, bhitten by the same snnke, imme-
diately afterward, died in 10 minntes. An.

other sngke killed a bind within seven
minutes.

Then the Investigators teassd p sea
anake till It bit a soft-shell turtle In the
mouth, Five minutes afterward the tur-
tle began to scratch the bitten spot, 8ix-
teen minutes mfter that it wns parnlyzed
completely, and In 14 minutes more 1t
dled. A second turtle succumbed In 46
minutes. A tree gnake died (n 30 minutes
after being Dbitten, and a toad fish was
kllled within 10 “minutes.

The sea snakes live entlrely in the open
ocean. They do not even ascend rivers
Thelr favorite hunting grounds are the
wide ond deep arms of sea that separate
the lslands of the China, Indlan and South
Paclific seas, They do not often haunt the
shores, but remaln at gome distance from
Innd, Thelr scale-covered nostrila and im.
mense Jungs glve them a foremost place
a® highly organized predaceous creatures,
and there ls probably no flsh that ean
excape them, even though armed with
spines and thorns, for they swaliow thelr

prey head first and appear to be both-

ered not at all by.any amount of spines
or sharp fins,

Being so active and strong, adult spect-
mens are not taken often, and most cap-
tures are lmited to young ones, Russell
and Sir Joseph Fayrer found by experl
ment that oceanle snakes can live only
two or three days, as a rule, when away
from the open sea. Fven in & brackish
pool, with plenty of food, specimens died
within that time, although they were left
carefully undisturbed, One lived 10 Jays,
but none of the otheérs showed such ten-
noity. The snakes can hardly move on

NP T cake s

. & bit and biting savagely and blindly in
| ail directions, they He still until they per-
| 1sh.
| 'Thelr range Ix great. They are found
throughout the Indian and Paclfie Oceans,
| from the Cape of Good Hope and Madn-
', gascar to the western shore of Panama,
gnd from New Zealand to Japan. They
are especianlly plentiful betweesn the
South China and the North Australian
coasts, and particularly ‘on the Great Bar-
rier reefs, where they find plenty of Hish,
and where, consequently, they muy be
seen almost always.

The waters apound the hot Andaman [si-
ands are favorite grounds for them, and
theyjadd to the delights of that red-hot
British ssttlement for convicts, where de-
genernte savige dwarfs lle In the bush
patlently awsalting o chance to send a
palsoned gart out of their blowguns at any
man whg strays from the fort, while cen-
tipedes, scorplons, land snakes and ven-
omotng Insects furnish anything In  the
lethal line that the others have over-
looked.

Other witers that are particulariy hon-
ored by the oceanie serpents with thelr at-
tendance are the Bay of Bengal and the
geas around the Nicobars, Moluecas, Ti-
mor and New Gulnea.

In all these piaces it Is an wawritien law
that a sen snuke must be killed whenever
possible. But, as the flahermen usually
go out in extremely narrow apd cranky
ernft. they more frequently are glad to
escape nlive themselves, when they hap-
pen to find a ot of serpenta In their nels,
instend of fish,

The creatures have been known to sufr-

When
Ve

i ¥

varietls
ntrict
polxon
Many
old ones ofte
ful growths of
other sea
a patch of weed as
them

atliraclts

are o

algne and barm:

forms, so t

helps v

even
But the soakes do not depend on wiies

for thelr food, They hunt lUKe hounds,

often forming a great circle of miles in

clrcumference around a spot thne ts Ailed
fth prey, and graduaily as

they devour the flah

lasts for weeks until the

part of Lthe sea i

then that seame

ke 1l

af the

apps

unscapecting Ush

mous schools
Roberts,

of the difterenl
phinae are the
the other spécies,
are comparatively

Osingc
1)
more comm
they have |
rmail, with b

o

In
compressed toward
tho paddle-itke
are seales that open and shut
n the

are heavy the forepe
the and,
tall, Over

{ polson teeth are front
Juw and ar
them are
the lower jaw are the selzing
which the prey s held.
A bheautiful apecles ls that of the pela-
One of this family,
dark brown v

fine,

mids, hyvdris bigoloT

has

akin, =0
Along
from the
" ol

anad the tafl Is marked wilth
£ darker

n Ivet-like
show
the helly,

coloring of the
lemon yellow,
glowing spois
tints.' This sonke
along the Pnelfic
The pelamides

b

and hbiotches
Conat ¢
lew.
soakes that have ¢

The bandod rux
foc There are 14
predominating color Is «
back and a dell
1 yellow on
binck bands run along thelr entire e

Flaturus, | blul=h
greenish black
sulphur yeilow o
from to &
promine ¢ in
anakes look
along far bel
bright yellow
is a deap,
thence hackward

as If it were a cap.

the fut
bright
CATTyY
show
thie
dart
hava
Jver

that extonds

of

on nral

that
maKe

3
water

stripes
11l

=

i3 when they
» surfnce

amd jaws.
ok apot,

Lop

e

t the thy hend

e

snakes are permested with &
which remains with

they pres

smell,
after

&N have Ieen

dry land, and, after wriggiing around ' round fshing-boats ihat attacked them |

——

(Continmoed from Pirst Page)

selected Judges and clerks of election,
after which they procecded to vote for o
il set of siate officers. The returns
were sent to the Secretary of State, as
thuse of Baker County. The votes were,
Of course, not counted as the electlion was
heold in Wasoo County, and np provision
had boem made for the miners to vote,
Homentekers arrived doring the Bum-
mer of 1822 from the Willamette Valley,
XNevadn and Callfornia, and they settled
along the Powder River. Most of these
newrcomeres from the South had started
for the Balmon-River country, and they
were surpriesd to find & settlement on the
Powier., Among them were: Hardin
Estex, Fred DI, John P. Bowen and
Oothers who became prominent citizens of
the county that was subsequently estnb-
lishod. Soon. afterward Anthony Web-
dell, Jerry Bhea and John and Stephen
'.\!t"i"a'.r: came, All these men are well
rememberdd by the old-ilmers, Willlam
. Packwood and Ed Cranston arrived at
the camp In June, with a pack of goods,
and orgunissd the first store in Eastemn

e,

e

e et e,

B i et

e,

Oregon, Flour and bacon sold for 325 per
10 pounds, and other things sold propor-
tionately high. v
_Up w0 this time no attempt had been
made to bulld a town, with any system
or regularity. On June 13, 1862 however,
a conference was held by Willlam H.
Packwood, Ed Cranston, George Hall and
others, and it was resolved to lay out a
town, te be called Auburn, A sireet was
located next day, from Freezeout Guleh to
Blue Canyon. Lots were staked out, and
the men then assembled to elect & Mayor,

The chalrman of the mesting conducted
the election, The candidates were Willlam
H. Packwood and E. C. Brainard. The
chairman sald: "Packwood, stand on that
log!*" Mr. Packwood did so. Polnting to
&nother log, the chalrman sald: *“*There's
a log for you, Brafnard.”

An Oregonlan started townrd Pack-
wood, orying, *'Come on, Oregonjans.
Here's the Weblfoot candidate!” A Call-
fornian answered by saying, “Bralnard
is the candidate for the Tarheela!” and
be moved towsrd hls man.  The Califor-
nians were in the majority, and Mr.
Brainard was made the fOrst Mayor of

——.

what was then the only town in Eastern
Oregon. The new Mayor was kept busy,
and, In less than & year, recorded 1291
mining claims in Blue Canyon dlstrict.

Next followed the most important step
that was ever taken by the people of Au-
burn—a step thst was far-resching and
whose [fifluence ig felt in Baker City to-
day, It wae the Inauguration of the cele-
bater Auburn ditch, This canal i close-
Iy allled with all the placer mining that
was ever done In the sectlon; It made
agriculture possible in Powder River Val-
ley. and for years has been the only
source of watsr supply of hundreds of
ranches In the eastern part of Oregon.
It was purchased less than three months
ago by the munickpality of Baker City
for $10,000, and s now the best and most
considerable source of water supply for
that thriving town.

W. H. Packwood' and Ira Ward se-
cured the services of & surveyor named

Goodrich, from Californla, to determine’

how the waters of Salmon, Marble, Ml
and Pink Creeks could be brought to
Griffin'e Gulch. Goodrich reported a plan
and on August 30, 1862, the Auburn Water

e

Company was grganized for the towyg of
Auburn, Wasco County. The stockholders ,
were: G, H, Abbott, Henry Fuller, J. J.

Willlams, Ira Ward, W. H. Packwood, |
A. C. Goodrich, Issac 8mith, Georgs
Berry and Benjamin Chateau, The his |
tory of the Auburn Water Company would
make a book In Itself, but suffice it to
eay that the diteh It bullt has been, the
most Important factor In the development
of the country through which it passes,

Denerted Anbarn.

Little now remalns of the town of Au-
burn bhut & memory. The hillaldes are
coveraed with the ruins of old houses, and
the few remalning cabins that were once
occupled by the goldseckers are now In-
hablited by the Chinese who work In the
placer dlggings. Yet, at one tlme, Au-
burn was a city of 000 souls. It has
passed into history, and the people have
moved away or have ajed, In its place
has sprung up Baker Clty—the metropolls
of Eastern Oregon.

Many Interesting stories are told of the
1ifp of the miners in Auburn and Griffin's
Gulch. Somea of these are amusing; oths

ers are not. Bnmo are humorous; some

ara fllled with heart Interest, while oth-
ers are deeply tragie, There were births,
deaths, marriages, lynchings and trims
by drumhead juries. There were court-
ships and elopements and soclety wed-
dings. Amid all the hardships of life In
A minlng camp, romance was not un-
known.

Among the first settlers of the town of
Auburn was a family named Sykes, which
came from Missourl. Paterfamlllas Sykes
had a daughter, a gluntess, n regular
Amazon, who wore n tow-linen dress and
went barefooted in the Bummer time, A
yvoung miner named Bowen was In love
with Bykes' girl, and Sykes girl was In
love with him, Sykes, however, had
other views for his daughter. Sykes was
ambitious and wanted a wealthy husband
for his daughter, and he kept a weather
eye out for hi= own Interests:

Among the visitorg to Sykes' house was
a teamster of middle age, bard looks and
totigh character. ‘But he was the reputed
owner of mines of fabulous wealth, and
he was in love with Sykes' girl also,

Bowen was told that his visits wers no
longer desired. IHe began to pine away,

——————
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y and “let concealment, llke a2 worm In tha
bud, feed on his damask cheek.”
- Boys Take a Hand.

The boys noticed the change and ascer-
talned the reasom. A committes Was ap-
pointed to stralghten things out, Tha
spokesman sald to Bowen: “Do you love
the gal?T*

“Yos," eame the reply.

“Does she want you?”

Yt .

“Wall, put up 10 gallons of
you shall have her.”

All the arrangementis were kept secref]
and a marringe license was procured. On
the eventful night, two hanly miners
plcked up the glrl at her father's cabin
and ‘bodlly carried her down the astreet 0
the publle square, where she was sur-
rounded by 1000 miners and was married
to the man of her cholee, by a Cuatholie
priest from The Dalles,

The flrst marriage, howaever, to occur
in Auburn, and, consequently In Eastern
Oregon, was amicably arranged. The par-
ties thereto were Mr. and Mrs George
Hall. Mr. Hall was afterwards Sherill of
Baker County, and Mrs. Hall !s now the

whisky, and

: Ing goods,

1 Baker City, Or.,

WHERE GOLD WAS FIRST DISCOVERED IN EASTERN OREGON.

e e,

propriciress of a hotel In

The second marriage was that
Willnm H. P ind Miss
| Mr. Packwood was then engnged In sell-
as well in mining, and in
forwarding the construction of the cele-
brated Auburn h. Miw OB
the first gchool scher In
kept & school In
wis erected by contrin
from the
Witnensed by 1000 People.
marringes
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The

solemnized October
Father Meserle, the
Catholle missionary at The Dalles, com-
Ing over to perform the ceremony,
was witnessed by more than a thousand
minara,

No aervunt of Auburn, Griffin'e Guich
or Baker County ls complete without men-
tlon of Duvid Cittlefield, than whom thers
wns no truer, braver pioneer. He now
resides In Baker Clty, but he has o fine

‘runch on the Powder River, within &

wis
FELrS EEO0,

Jusg,28

which

stone’'s throw of the scena of his early
| gold-fipding experienced,

J. W, HEADEN,
October I3, 1ML




