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F OS ANGELES, Cal., Oct. 13. An
air of mystery pervades each of
the little Islands in the scant
archipelago off the coast of Cali-

fornia. San Clemente Island is
etrewn "with enormous prehistoric mortars
and pestles, and here and there are nu-
merous evidences that z. giant race lived
there before the Portuguese navigator,
Cabrillo, sailed for conquest up the coast
of Alta California in 1542. Santa Catalina

' is indented by many strange caves, weird
grottoes, where one may see remains of a
race of fishers and artisans with shells.
San Miguel Island has been the scene or
titanic erosions of Ice, water and sand.
The grotesque pillars that lift themselves
above the island level, the winding caves
that twist from the shores into the heart
of the Island, and the roaring gulches and
canyons denote a spot rich, in possibilities
ior both scientist and dreamer. Santa
Cruz Island is used as a pasturage for
thousands of sheep, and it, too, is full of
absorbing interest regarding extinct races
of Aborigines. The Smithsonian Institu-
tion scientists have gathered tons of

jCtone, shell and bone utensils and per-
sonal ornaments from Santa Cruz.

Most Mysterious of. All.
, But San Xlcolas Island has by, far the
most abundant evidences of a "tribe of un-
usually tall and strong people who must
iave vanished almost night. Of all
the California archipelago this is the most

' mysterious.
that the islands knon

on the Pacific Coast as 'the Channel Isl-
ands are but from 3 Oto 30 miles out in

'the blue of the ocean, they seldom are
visited. Every few years an exploring
expedition goes to them tor a season or
scientific study, but, with the exception or
Santa Catalina a famous Summer resort
for California and an-
glersa half-doz-en visitors do not land at
any of them once a year. Today the isl-

ands remain as lonely and desolate as
they were long before the first whlteface
lealled up the coast SCO years ago. The
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Oct 7. The
annual report

of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion contains an unusually
large number of articles of

popular interest, perhaps the most re-

markable of which, in some ways, is
vivid account of the looting of the

Summer Palace, so called, of the Chi-

nese Emperor, near Pekin, on the
occasion of the expedition undertaken
against China by France and England in
1860. The writer, Count D'Herisson, acted
as secretary and interpreter to the French
commander. General Montauban, and,
in view of what has occurred within the
last year, his narrative offers abundant
confirmation of the time-wor- n saying that
"history repeats Itself. Curiously enough,
"however, no note has apparently been
previously been taken in this country of
xhe fact that such a record existed.

The Summer Palace had been abandoned
by the Emperor, Hien-Fon- g, on the ap-

proach of the allies, and measures were
taken by General Montauban and his
English colleague, General Grant, to
guard it against pillage. To Count D'He-
risson, as a Frenchman, it recalled in
many respects the palace at Versailles,
built by Louis XIV a resemblance which
he explains by the Influence of the Jesuits,
who had maintained an almost semI-so- v

erelgn state at Pekin until the suppres-
sion of their order In 1773.

For the" splendor which he found with-
in, the enthusiasm of Count D'Herisson
can hardly find adequate words. "There,"
he says, tpeaklng of one of the outer
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races which occupied them are as much of
a mj'stery as ever, and so far science
baffled in the effort to determine what
sort of folk these aboriginal settlers were,
how they lived, what they believed, and
especially hpw they suddenly and com-

pletely disappeared from the face of the
earth.

The University of California, at Berke-
ley, now about to begin the most thor-
ough exploration ever made of San Nico-

las Island, which lies .60 miles off the
coast of "Ventura arid Santa Barbara
Counties.

Reminders of "Lost Race.
As far back as the memoryof any per-

son in Southern California runs, hundreds
of white skeletons have dotted the valleys
and hillsides of San Nicolas. Strange
utensils of serpentine sandstone and stea-
tite are found there, among the human
bones, and the Island and Its inhabitants
have a history so curious that It Is diff-
icult of

In 1535 the Pranclscan padres In the San-
ta Barbara Mission, learning that there
were "but 16 of the strange and almost
extinct Indian race then living there, de-

termined to rescue them from the Island."
They went over In a sloop and succeeded,
as they thought. In getting all on board.
At the last moment an Indian woman re-

turned for her. child, and one of the fre-
quent storms of the Channel Islands
springing up, the sloop was 'driven away
without her! The sloop went on the 'rocks
of Point Conception and all on board were
lost.

Sixteen years later Captain George er

and two men went from the coast
on a sloop to hunt sea otter oft San Nico-
las. On landing, they were, like Crusoe,
astonished to find human footprints In the
sand. They saw no one, however, and a
storm, compelled them to put to sea.

The Sole Inhabitant.
It was two years thereafter that the ad-

venturous captain, revolving In his mind
the sight of the footprints in the uncanny
Island, determined to go and discover and

precious stones and fine fabrics presented
by tributary Princes, and all that the
Kings and Emperors of Europe had sent
to Hien-Fon- g and Ills predecessors, all
the bric-a-br- and curiosities, as well as
all the goods which the simple-minde- d

merchant, wishing to obtain rights in a
port, subtracted from his cargo to pro-pltla- te

the sovereign. Everything was
preserved with care and equally hon-
ored, from cloth of gold ornamented
with pearls, which had come, perhaps,
from the Sublime Porte, up to a doll that
criedi 'papa' and 'mamma' which a Mar-
seilles captain had taken from his little
daughter at Christmas and carried to
China to 'grease the palm' of the chief
Mandarin. Tills multitude of treasures
had overflowed the private apartments of
the sovereign and his wives and spread
itself into these immense cathedral hails.
The spectacle was at once
and dazzling dazzling from the richness
of the articles, from their
number and variety."

But this magnificence wds as nothing
compared with the splendors of the
throne-roo-m itself. In a small oratory
to the left of the throne, for example,
the walls, the ceilings, the dressing ta-
bles, the chairs, the footstools, were all in
gold, studded with gems. Rows of
small gods In massive gold were carved
with such wonderful skill that their artis-
tic value was far beyond their intrinsic
worth.

On supports of jade were two pagodas
'Of enameled gold, "as large as combine,"
with seven superposed roofs, from each
of which pear-shap- pearls hung like
many bells. In another oratory, resem-
bling the interior of monstrance, were
gathered all the articles for the Em-
peror's daily use when occupying the
throne-roo- m his tea service, his cuds, his
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bring over the lonely woman of whom he
had vaguely heard. Men accompanied
him, and at length they saw on the surf-beat- en

shore a woman, with long, tawny
hair, dressed In a queer garb of colored
bird skins, and scraping with a bone knife
the blubber from a seal.

They surrounded and approached her
stealthily, and although suddenly con-

fronted, she did not appear in 'the least
afraid, but smiled, and then falling on her
knees, prayed to the sun-- . She offered no
objection when, by signs, she was. made
to understand that she was" to go with
them in the boat.

They reached Santa Barbara across the
rough sea, and the first thing the- - Indian
woman saw was Dr. S. L.. Shaw, now M)

years old, and yet living there, riding a
horse. She had never seen or heard of
any object like it, and, thinking "the man
and horse were one.she knelt on th,e shore
and offered her devotions to it.' Two
weeks afterward the last inhabitant of
rock-ribbe- d, tempest-tosse- d San Nicolas
died from eating food to which she was

and which had been, fur-
nished by her rescuers, and the curtain
fell on her race forever. '

In speaklngof that death at a meeting

pipes, the bowls of which were gold or
silver, and the long-tube- s enriched with
coral, jade, rubles, sapphires, and littletufts of many-colore- d silk; his ceremonialchaplets of rows of pearls as large as
nuts. Here also were his speaking trum-
pets of silver gilt, which he used at times
the better to impress his- audience.

"I shall not attempt to portray," says
Count D'Herisson, "the wonder artd ad-
miration of the 'barbarians' who pene-
trated Into these precincts. Involun-
tarily we spoke in low tones, and began
to walk on tiptoe, on seeing before us
such a profusion of riches, for the pos-
session of which mortals fight and die,
and which their owner had abandoned in
his flight as indifferently as, a citizen
closes the door of his house, leaving his
mahogany bureau exposed to all the
chances of war. All was so natural, so
familiar, so commonplace to him, that he
did not even try to save these treasures."

In the rooms of the Empress, the walls
of the closets of the secretaries were fur-
nished from top to bottom with pigeon-
holes, In which, one above another, like
files of lawyers' briefs were red boxes of
old lacquec of Pekin, wonderfully en-
graved in Intaglio, containing ornaments,
necklaces and bracelets in pearls, in jade,
in precious stones, tiny rings for feminine
fingers, and huge ones of jade for men
when they drew the strings of their bows.
Other boxes were crowded with artistic
objects, with mateilals to b transformed
Into Jewels, with' unique specimens of
transparent jade, of rock crystal, of milky
jade, of moss agates, of uncut diamonds,
of precious stones still in their .natural
state.

"On opening any one of these boxes,"
says Count D'Herisson, "It appeared to
send out sparkles and sheaves of light.
Beyond, great wardrobes of old lacquer

of the Southern California Medical So
ciety the other;, day, Dr. Walter Lindley
said that, If the woman could have been
spar.ed a few years of life, a story of, one
of the strangest races 'that ever lived In
the Southwest, and that had had no con-

tamination with the whites, might have
been learned. The woman, known as the
"Lone "Woman of San Nicolas," has been
the subject or a .score of romances arid5
poems and food for g. lot' of philosophy on
the Pacific Coast for years. .

San "Nicolas la 10 miles" long and, four
miles wide at the widest point. Its to-

pography shows a nearly level plateau,
with an elevation of dOO to 1000 feet. Two-thir-

of the surface is covered with
' drifting sand, and the remainder grows a

i species of nutritious grass and moss, on
which a thousand sheep find pastjife. Sev-

eral springs have been discovered, but
their water is slightly brackish. Of late
years the Island Is raroly visited, except
by sheep-sheare- rs and who
make annual 'trips In schooners, fishing
smacks and Chinese junks.

The only safe landing ground at San
Nicolas Is at Coral Harbor, a pretty cove
formed by two sandstone arms thrust out
from, the main barrier of thershore. The
entrance Is but six or seven yards across,
and the wat,er within is placidasa lake,
and sufficiently deep to float a vessel of 20(

tons burden.
On the bleak, silvery strip of beach im-- -

mense white pelicans are to be seen at
almost any season of the year, promenad-lp- g

with stately dignity. On the approach
of a boat they 9pread their heavy, point-
ed wings and vanish over the rocks. Furt-

her" up the shore" of 'the beach there is 'a
dilapidated shearing shed and a weather-
worn shanty belonging' to Chinese

who haunt these lonely cliffs-durln-

late Summer and Fall.
Nothing more desolate than the general

set Into the walls contained the garments
of the Empress, both those for daily use
and for ceremonious occasions enough to
dress from head to foot 10,000 Princesses'
from the Arabian Nights. Everything
was silk, satin, damask, fur, with em- -,

broideries sometimes as delicate as spi-
der's webs, sometimes as heavy as those"
on bishop's copes."

But it Is necessary to pass to the
Count's story of the loot Itself. It began,
it appears, according to the most ap- -;

proved psychological formulae. The Gen.
.erals had given orders to remove the
articles of Value and the'
work had been begun. The troops

iFrench, English, Arabs, Sikhs,. Chinese
coolies, cavalry, infantry, and artillery
thus had an opportunity to estimate the
value of the treasure ' which the palaco
contained. And thefe was some natural
grumbling. Suddenly It was learned that
a mob of Chinese pillagers had scaled a
wall on he other side, and must be
turned out There was an alarm of fire,
causing the pbvlous thought, "These Chi-
nese will cabbage everything," or "The
rascals are going to biirn everything".,"

The action followed the thought a mad,
Indiscriminate scramble In which every
man endeavored to seize what he could.
"What could the general or his officers
do?" asks Count D'Herisson. "Absolute-
ly nothing. If they had tried to stem

.the torrent, they would have been swept
away by the rush; ,they, would have com-
promised their Influence and reputation,,
and with itthe future of the expedition.
With us, as with the English', the Gener-
als had only one thing to do, to shut their
eyes,

"It was one.pf those psychological mo-
ments in military life when, as Count yon
Bismarck said later, the artificial regula-
tions as well, as armies disappear, leav
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appearance of the Island can be Imagined.
As far as the eye can trace there are in-

numerable circular depressions, showing
where primitive dwellings once stood. Not
a vestige remains of the materials used
in the construction of these rancherlas.
Hundreds of shell mounds, are scattered
about, and they are found to consist of
astonishing numbers of shells of mol-lusk- s,

the bones of eVery species of fish
found in the channel, skeletons of seahj,
sea elephants, whales, sea otter, the island
fox and various aquatic birds. Without
question these animals were used for
food by the' tribes that once thronged-thes- e

boundaries. There are
can'ne skeletons, several of which

Indicate a specie's of bull terrier. Judging
frcm the immense quantities of dead land"
mollusks everywhere, there must have
been' a time when the Island supported
luxuriant vegetation. Of 'all this naught
exists today save a few stunted thorn
bushes and here and there a cactus for-
lornly reaching Its grotesque arms out of
interminable sweeps of sand.

All Sorts of Utensils.
. An examination of some of the mounds
discloses all sorts of curious utensils,

'Stone cooking pots, water ollas, mortars,
pestles, drills, and fishhooks,
shell beads, charm stones, pipes, pups and
a few arrow he'ads, spear points arid
swords made of "bone. The absence of
many weapons proves the peaceful attrib-
utes of the islanders. Small imitations
of boats and fish, carved from crystallized
talc and serpentine, also "show a rudi-
mentary knowledge of the art of sculp-
ture.

In many places conical piles of small
black pebbles contrast oddly with the
white land. In some instances these are
closely packed in abalone shells. No trace
is seen of the "brush pens," in which the
lone woman of San Nicolas for years

LOOTING OF CHINESE IMPERIAL SUMMER PALACE IN
.ASHINGTON,

comprehension.

unaccustomed,

systematically,

bone'needles

ing primitive human nature In all Its
credulity and absolute surrender to Its
free Instincts. Such- - moments occur at
two points In the history of- - armies in
overwhelming defeat and In supreme vic-
tory, and at such times there are no long-
er regulations or authority."

From the very first moment. It 13 amus-
ing to note, the French soldiers went on
the theory of each man for himself, while
the English systematized, the pillage, ar-
riving in squads, like gangs of workmen,
wltn men carrying large sacks and com-
manded by officers, who
even brought with them jewelers' touch-
stones, with which to test the quality of
their oooty.

"I was simply an onlooker," rays Count
D'Herisson "a disinterested, but curious
spectator and I enjoyed jthis strange,

vision. There was this ant-hea- p

of men of every color, of every race,
this entanglement of individuals from ev-
ery nation on the earth, swarming on this
mound of riches, hurrahing in all the lan-
guages of the globe, hurrying, smuggling,
stumbling, fallng, picking themselves up,
swearing, cursing, exclaiming, while each
carried off something. I say It looked like
an ant-hea- p, crushed under one's" foot,
where the terrified workers fly in every
direction, one with va grain of wheat,
another with a bug, another with an egg.

"There were troopers, their heads buried
in the boxes of red lacquer belonging to
the Empress; others, half smothered in
the folds' of brocades and of pieces of
silk; still others, who had placed rubies,
sapphires, pearls, and rock crystals in
their pockets. In their hats, 'In, their
cloaks and who hung arpund their necks
strings of great' pearls? Othera carried
off clocks and dials In their arms.

''The sappers of the. engineers had
brought their, axes and broke up the
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found her only shelter from cutting wind
and sand. Nature, ever unmindful of
the individual, long since merged the
superhuman efforts of this courageous life
Into the universal fate of an entire race.
Indeed, every foot of this strange Island
Is eloquent of the extinction of an almost
unheard-o- f people.

A trip along the west coast of San Nico-

las Island qver a vast extent of shell
mounds sPts one to wondering how It was
possible for a limited population to con-

sume such prodigious numbers of mol-lusk- s.

In fact, the infinite variety of
mollusca on San Nicholas is said by biolo-

gists not to be exceeded by any other
known region of equal area. The shore
line is of course sandstone, burrowed by
the pounding surf Into fantastic alcoves,
bridges, columns and caves. .

Xature's Handiwork.
Sometimes these savage cuts form rude

effigies bearing a surprising likeness to
living creatures. One of the most con-

spicuous is the exact counterpart of the
neck, breast and body of a bird, with
an alert, hooded head. This piece of na-

ture's sculpturing must be 40 feet long,
and, beheld from a distance, it looks quite
as perfect as If fashioned by mah. There
are hundreds of photographs of this freak,
of nature sold ell over California.

Going westward from this gnawed, surf-bashe- d

wall, the ground makes a gentle
descent to a wide mesa, terminating In a
steep escarpment. The atmosphere from
this elevation Is so dellclously clear that
the eye ,can readily distinguish the peak
tops of all the Channel Islands, several
of fhem being 4.0 miles away. ' Immediate-
ly at one's feet there stretches away a
dreary desert of stupendous barrenness.

A singular characteristic of the place
is heaps of the bones of whales, their
arrangement and packing so systematical
ly correct as to have withstood a cen-

tury's sweep of winds over this exposed
point. But one human skeleton has ever
been found in this part of the Island, and
Its bleache'd, dismembered aspect was In
keeping with the driven desolateness of

furniture to secure the precious stones
with which they were encrusted. Thero
was one smashing a lovely Louis XV clock
to secure th face on which the hours
were marked with "crystal figures, which1.
he mistook for diamonds. Now and again
the cry of 'fire' was heard. Everybody
rushed out, letting everything fall, and
extinguished the fire, which was already
licking the precious wall, by heaping on it
silks and damascenes and furs. It was
like a dream of a hashish eater."--

When the Count returned to camp, af-
ter an agreeable adventure In rescuing
27 ladies of the Emperor's harem, night
was falling. The men came back loaded
with "booty, bearing the most heteroge-
neous collection of artiptp from silver
saucepans to 'astronomical telescopes and
sextants a prodigious mass of material
which It would have been Impossible to
carry away.

Count D'Herisson noted one curious
fact. "Nothing," he says, "temps , sol-
diers like clocks and other objects con-
taining mechanism. Now, the Chinese,
like all Oriental people, and like all peo-
ple with whom machinery Is still In a rudi-
mentary stage, greatly admire mechanical
articles, especially of the amusing kind.

"From time immemorial our sovereigns
and officers of customs have turned this
mania to good account, and have sent or
taken to them all the curious inventions
of opticians, of and of manu-
facturers of automatons. It will never
be known how many musical boxes, toy
organs, clocks with complicated chimes,
alarm clocks, rabbits with tambourines,
panoramas, clocks turning windmills,
crowing cocks, climbing monkeys, singing
birds in brass cages standing on pedestals
which are wound by turning a key, me-
chanical flute players, monkey violinists,
trumpeters, players on the clarinet, and
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the spot. The merciless blast had piled
the sand dunes all about, but spread no
kindly drift over this "rough sketch of
man."

All atound are the casts of roots of trees
In the shifting sand, ranging from coarse
fiber to several Inches in diameter. These

are all Intact, the wind
having swept them clean of the loose
earth. They yield a metallic ring When
tapped with a rock or shell.

A still more remarkable feature of this
desert Is a sparse stone forest, the broken
columns or trunks of trees composed of
Indurated sand, i

At the extreme west end of the Island
there Is a colossal precipice 1000 feet In
height. Us cbasmed and slltted face
softened by a luxuriant growth of emer-
ald moss and lichens.

The most grewsome of all the sights on
this strange island Is to be seen on the
broad plateau, on the south side of the
Chinese Camp, at Coral Harbor. Here
acres of the naked sand are littered with
hundreds of disjointed skeletons, and pre-

sent the most reckless illustration of-- the
"ground plan" of humanity that Imagina-
tion can picture. Measurements have
been made by several scientists of the
thigh, leg and arm bones, and literally
bushels of skulls and other parts of the
human frame have been brought to Los
Angeles from San Nicolas for Investiga-
tion.

The general opinion Is that the phy-
sique of the Indian race that swarmed
once over the island was much larger
than that of any civilized race of the pres-
ent, and that some of the aborigines must
have been 7 feet 3 Inches tall. The skulls
of the extinct tribe often measure several
Inches more around than the large skulls
of today. Many skulls found lying about
on the Island show that their possessors
must have suffered death from a club or
blunt batttle ax. No one has ever yet
found a skull on San Nicolas that show3
marks of a bullet.

There are many collar bone3 and shoul-
der blades broken and crushed, which
would make It appear that their owners
were slain with some such weapon as a
war club or bowlder. Scientists say that
the favorite weapon of the Aleutian sav-
age tribes a century or more ago was a
club or fcludgeon, and this fact fits with
the stray tradition that the Aleut came
down and completely destroyed the origi-
nal Inhabitants on the Channel Islands
about the year 1570.

HENRY G. TINSLET.
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even, whole orchestras of monkeys seated
on an organ, little tightrope dancers, walt-zer- s.

and so on, were found In the Sum-
mer Palace. The rooms of the empress
and of the women were literally overflow-
ing with them.

"Part of our soldiers were wide-a-wa-

and part were but overgrown children
the latter In the majority. The clever
ones had supplied themselves with jew-
els, the coined money, and the dollars,
bonbonnieres, snuff-boxe- s, dishes of gold,
and collars of pearls. The others had
been' principally tempted. In the midst of
unheard-o- f riches, by these mechanical
toy3 of European origin, all of which
had been most generously left them by
the Englishmen.

"Therefore, the second night that we
passed near the Summer Palace was ex-
citing, Insensate, head spflttlngv 4 Each
trooper had his bird, his music bor, his
monkey, his clock, his trumpeter, or his
rabbit. The clocks struck continuously,
in every tone, at all hours, now and then
accompanied by the sad snap of a spring
broken by inexperienced hands. Multi-
tudes of rabbits playing on their tam-
bourines formed a bass, accompanied by
the cymbals of monkeys playing four
thousand waltzes and quadrilles, together
with a3 many music boxes, which domi-
nated the cuckoo clocks, sweet notes of
the flute, the nasal notes of the clarinets,
the screeching of the cocks, the notes of
horns and cornets, as well as the hearty
bursts of laughter coming from the easily
amused crowd. It was a nightmare."

The pillage lasted two days, when, by
the exercise of a little tact. It was
stopped. A few days later the Summer
Palace was burned, by order of the Gener-
als, "as an act of public and authorized
vengeance for the murder and torture or
members of the allied forces'


