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CHAPTER XIV.

The unewer to the above important
guestion was speedily forthooming. Down
through the flowering shrubbery, among
pagofas, tomples snd quaint lttls Bum.
mner houses with brillisnt-tiled roofs, Cap.
tsin Fang ied his companions. At the
bortom was & ralsed wall clustered with
techouses, and wide marble stepe @ropped
0 a spacious landing place nearly level
with the water. Here were moored a
dosen bosts of variows description—some
Junk-shaped, with tny cabins and gay
ewnings: some with crimson and purple
selix, mnd mome fashioned like Venellan
gondolas. One of the number—a small,
round-bellled craft, fitted with a palr of
vars—Captaln ¥ang detached from ~iis
ring.

*“This will serve your purpose,” he maid
to the iads, “and it will not be misscd,
since 1 mlone know how mmany boats are
ke=pt bhere,” He pave A revolver each 10
Dan ang Alet, and them produced from
under the folds of his clothing two tight-
iy rolled purcels. ““Tie these about your
bodies,” ho directed. ‘They contain caps
and iooge blue biouses such as are ordl-
nurlly worn: you will nol reguire them
¥et, I, Ind=td, you hive use for them at
all. “The wespens are loaded, but you
are on po mccount to discharge them wiie
you are within the limits of the Forbldden
City; such are the Emperor's orders.™

The Cragon-soidier, en alert figure of
watchfiulness, hod stopped half-way down
the iterracod path, Captaln Fang's eyes
were talsed to him for a moment, and
then he turmed and polnted scross the
fake,

“You
Nght ™
of the

peregive yonder speck of yellow
he went on, "It shines fram one
high towers that stand on elther
slde of ihe maln western gate of the For.
midden City. Full over to the far side of
the water, hide the boat carefully and
sook st the bare of the wall 100 yards to
the right of the tower, where the light
elinen, You will find a knotted rope dang-
ing down, snd by the ald of that you
must climb siugly to the summit of the
wall and lower yourselves on the ouler
mile. At the bottom 15 a mosat to be
crossed, and then you will be within the
lmperial Clty.

A Jow, clear whistle came floating down
and the next instant, from the

side of the hill, n sweillng clamor
of volces was distinetly heard.

“"Mhey are sexrching for yon in this di.
rection” excinimed Captain Fang, “Quick,
be off?™”

“Things are geotling unpleasantly hot,™
suld Alec, ng he jumped into the boat
and picked up the oars.. “Come =along,
oid chnp.”

“We're all right now, unlesa they follow
uE Ly water or cut around,™ remarked
Iwan, when the lttle craft was receding
from the lundlng stalrs. *“Bot what wor-
ries me the mopsl I that wall; I confess
1 dou't like the joulk of L™

The boat, driven by quick, nolscless
strokes of the oars, glided on and on over
the oalm, doep surface of the lake. They
were 000 in among the islands—exquisite-
Iy beautlful spots, embowared In follage,
and esch conlaining & grotto, & temple
or s quaint itte villn. The wake of rip-
pling water danced farther and farther
behind, snd presently the fugitives, look-
ing back from a consldernble distance,
saw Mghts moving at the landing stage
they hod recently left. 1t wax mot long
now until the boat touched the opposite
gide of the lake, and having dragged It to
s Teedy hidlng-place, where It was not
ety te be discovered, the lads went on
for a short distanoe.

Except for the dull raitle of guns they
could hesr nothing. The wertern gate,
with Its lofty towers, was directly in
front of them, and by steering a dlagonal
course to the right they esnerged from
the gurdens nt the bas# of the wall. They
had calonlsted well, and it was a great
rallel 1o their minds when, after a brief
search, they found the knotied rope dang.
Jing within resch out of the darkness
overhead Doubtless this was Capiain
Fang's doing, though how he had man-
aged It could only be surmised.

Viewsd at close renge, the wall of the
Fortildden City, by reason of its extreme
height, was not exuotly resgsuring to the
lads. But fortunately it did mot present
e sheoy surface. It had a slight upward
plope, and the bricks of which It was con-
siructed were patched, with ragged and
decayed places.

“Tt will take some climbing.” =ald Dan.

“Well. we've got to do it, and the sooner
the better™ Alee replied *It may mot be
s Alfficult, after =ll; there seém to be
plenty of footholds. I'11 be the fArsl.
When your turn comes take it cool and
snve your breath. Here goes™

A moment luter Alec was three yards
ubove the pround, a vague object fading
fnto the gloom. Then, breathless snd ex-
hapsted, he baulied himsell over the stone
coping and stood erect on tue summit of
the wall,

For & brisf second Aler's eyos swept
the view, nn@ then, hending over, he gave
2 low whistie. We grasped the rope and
found it taut

“Coming™ he whispered loudly,

“Yes, I'm on the way,” was the andible
response Trom the depths.

Dan's progress was laboriously slow. To
the Ind above, walting end watching with
fas-boating heart, it seemed a painfully
long Interval! uniil the dark, swinging ob-
jeot grew wvisible aguinst the purplish-
gray surface of the bricks, It advanced
tnch by inch, with now and then a full
#top that thrilled Alec with terror.

“Can you do ItT" he oalled down.

The reply, if there was ohe, was ntifled
by n hoarse shout from somewhere Iin
the gardens of the Imperial Palace; by &
guih of footsteps through the trees and
shrubbery, Another shout; more wlces
JoineZ in the Aevilish clamor.

"Keep your nerve, for Heaven's sake!™
Alec begped, frantioaily. “Hold tight—
dont let go! Faster! Faster!™

The shouting Increased. The Eweying
figure ceame closer, hesitated then mount.
tef with a rupld spurt, Alec hauled on
the rape with all his strength, reached
for Dan's arms and caught it and with
a (desperate effort pulled him to and over

the parapet

“GBrace up! TYou'll need all your
etrength,” he sald, sharply.

“Thank God! I'm bere™ Dan gazped.

Li

["I was surce I would tomble 111 bave
my breath directiy. I4 Sheng and the
others are below, They miist have been
lurking thére on the gulet without lights,
and they saw me when I was half-way
up the wall'

Alpe gearcely heard the breathiess, in-

artitulate words, nor did he, for tha mo-
ment, pay any heed to the nolse that
wts ringing from the direction of the
nearcet watch tower. The rope—ths pre-
clous rope—was all he thought of. He
selzed hold of it and felt a realstance at
the otker end, Too late! His heart sank,
But no; & desporate jerk, and the man
bhelow lost his grip. Up eame the knotted
| coils, yard by yard, tumbling llke a snake
over the coping. A pistol flashed and
roared down at the base of the wall, and
s bullet sang viclously by Ale¢’s head.
s, "I'll bet the Tiger dld that," multerad
Dan. He glanced to onu side and cried
out in hoarse alarm, “Look! jook! We're
in for It now."

Dan's frishtened excinznation had been
prompted by the discovery that two men,
who had staried well in advance of the
others,” were. running tlofg the top of
the wall, They were already half way
between the towers and the spot where
the fugitives stood.

Alec @id not hesitate a second; at once
his mind grasped the iingle siim chance
of escape that the sltuation olered.

“The rope,” he cried, as he sllpped
the noosed end and tossed It to his com-
panion. “Fasten it en the other side and
lower yourself., Don't wait far me, 1
must stop these twd chaps, or It will be
all up with both of us*

The two Chinesy soldlers who had dis-
coverad the lnds and were shouting eag-
erly to thoss bohind; drew rapidly near,
their rifles as yet carried in loose grip.
They c¢ame within 20 yards—10—elght.
Then Alev's big revolver barked lke an
angry cur, and the foremost soldler was
down In a writhing heap, with a bullet
imbedded in some vital part of hig anat-
omy. Crack! agein. The other man epun
round, dropped his rifle, and clapped his
left arm to his right. Then he turned and
bolted with & yall of dlsmny.

The lad jammed the smoking plstol into’
his belt and ran to the parapet, where
the rope was swinging from the knob of
stone. Dan, who hud been walting for
his friend, Immediately began 10 de-
soend.

“Don‘t stop,” he urged, “The rope
Eirong enough to bear both of us"™

It will have to be,'" Alec replied, “for
I'm coming now. Look sharp'™

He swung himsélf Into the gulf and
vanizhed beneath the coping, Down the
plucky lads went with scarcely the space
of & yard between them, heedless or
rough bumping nnd stinging hands—down
the precipitous face of the wall, knot by
knot, twisting and spinning diszlly, and
catching what foothold they could on the
the rough brickwork. Above the edge of
the parapet grew dimmer agalost the
starry sky: below, the flooded ditch lay
calm and glaasy.

On End on. Half of the distance cov-
ered—iwo-thirds, Exclled cries rent the
air over head, and the savage Chinese
soldlery crowded to the rim of the wall
Firearms were throst downwardl. Crack!®
—orack, crack!—erack! The bullets whis-
ted and hummed.

“Drop!” panted Alec,

Elmultaneously boih lads let go of the
rope, shot through 20 feet of space, and
piunged with a tremendous splash into the
moat. The depth of the water proved
thelr saivation. They went for under,
camie to surface unhurt and etruck out
for their liven, *

Side by eide they swam on, amid &
perfect hall of lead that ralsed spurting
white jets In & circle around them, But
they struggled unscathed through the
deadly shower, and climbed the granite
embankment at the far side of the moat,
The next instant, watched breathlessly by
the baffied rufllanz on _the lofty top of1
the wall, they had faded like shadows
into the darkness that shrouded the Im-
perinl City. . o

*The worst Is over,”" gasped Dan.

“Or still ahead of us' Alee replied.

The profpect was now decidely more
enocouraging. Hours of weury tramping
ind of ceascless vigllance, a dark =and
perilous detour of miles—in the shuape aof
thres sides of & square—through the
northern part of Pekin, found the fug!-
tivea toward morning in the eastern and
more familiar @istrict of the Tartar City,
and at no great dlstance from thelr old
hiding-place in the hollow wall of the Im-
perial City.

They had avolded many dangers on the
way, ¥él the worst perils were reserved
for the time when they were nearest 1o
friends and safety. They bore cautiously
on to the sontheast, by deserted sirects
and desolate burnt areas, and they wers
within half & mile of the northeast cor-
ner of the legation quarter, with the great
east gate little farther off to theélr left,
when they became aware, by the nolss
of shoutlng and the fiazhing of torches,
that they were almost gurrounded by
bodies of the enemy.

*The Tiger i3 on our
Dan exclalmed.

“No; 1 don't belleve these fellows mre
thinking of us at all,” Alegs replled.
“But while they are about we can't get
through, We had better stop where we
ars for the present.” :

A likely-looking refuge wors close at
hand—a partly-burned misston butlding,
whose roof had fallen in between still.
standing walls end piilars. Ths lads
crawled deep Into the maze of charred

is

track agsin'

and twisted beams, and found a hallbw
gpace where they could streich them-
aseives full length. Rest was delicious
after thelr fatiguing adventures, and an
overpowering drouslasss bégan to steal
upon them,

The day was well advancs when the
lnds woke from slumber—woke suddenly,
a5 i from & bad dream, with a chilling
sense of evil that es quickly materiallzed
into a very real and imminent peril, for
A man In Boxer garb was kneeling at the
edge af the ruin and peering with a fiend-
ish grin into the nstwork of faillen tim-
bers,

*"Mow Chang!" Alec sald, hoarsely.

**And he sces us! gasped Dan.

It was Indeéd Mow Chang, the Tigers
crafty leutensnt. Hearing the startled
voices, and knowing %hat hils eavesdrop-
plrig was discovered, the ruffian Sprang
to his feet, and made off, shouting loudly
as He ran. .

*He'll be back directly with a lol more—
perhaps with L{ Sheng,” exclalmed Dan.
“What are we going to do? Is there &
way out behind?"

“None; there is no use to try It,” Alec
answered, despairingly, as be looRed back
at the closely wedged beams and tiles,
The debris was as impenetrable to right
and left; the only exit was that In front.

For & moment or two the lads listened,
The surrounding city was humming and
buszzing llke an angry beehive, echoing
to wild clamor and din, to the blare of
trumpets, and the brazen beating of
gongs. The cannon of the allles thun-
dered and crashed, and It was almost pos-
eible to distinguish the cheering of the
plucky iittle Japanesp soldlers who were
victoriously storming the great eaat gate,
Pekin's long-postponed hour of retribution
was at hand,

“The rellef force must be within. the
walls,"" declared Alec. "I belleve the
stege Is ralsed. If we atop here In this
death trap we'll be slaughtered like rats.
What do you say Dan—shall we make a
dash for life, before it is too late?"

*“I'm with you,” Dan assented. *'Come
along, and we'll try to—""

The sentence froze on his Ips. It was
already too late for flight: Outside of
the ruined mission buliding appeared all
at once n half-score of Boxers, armed
with swords and lances. They danced
about Hke inhuman flends, and gazed with
hungry, wolllsh eyes into the debris,
where they could vaguely percelve thelr
intended victims,

“KIil the forelgn devils!" thed welled.
“Off with thelr heads! Sha! shal" -

With some difficulty, Mow Chang, who
was one of the party, allayed the clamor.

"“Lenve this to me,”" he sald in & per-
emmory tones to his companions; and
with that he called loydly to the lads:
“Come out and surrendér yourselves, and
you £hall not ha harmed: LY my ances-
tors I swear It! The fighting is ended, and
we will lead you to your friends.,"

Do you suppose wo are such fools?"
Alec replied. ““We know you better than
that, you lylug dog. We shall stop whera
we are unil our friends come for ps.”

Beeing that his cunning ruse had falled,
Mow Chsng threw off the mask.

“Go In and take the forelgn devils!" he
screamed, foamlpg at the lips with rage.
"“Drag them forth! Slice them to death by
inches!"”

There was a brief period of inaction.
The capturs of the fugitives promised to
be netther safe nor an easy task, and the
matter was hastily discussed.

“They'va got uws tight and fast,” Dan
eald bitterly. “It's hard luck. And re-
lief #o neat!" -

"Wa can give a good account of our-
selves before we go under,) Alea replied
through his clenched teeth, "and by
heavens we'll do 1t, too. We haya 10
shots belween us—don't waste onbk of
them. Watch sharp! Hers they comel"

Like two grim bulldogs the lads walted,
each with his revolver gripped in his
right hand. They had cleaned the weap~
one and cartridges after the wetting they
recelved the previous night, and cldaned
them effectively, as the result was to
ehow.

The passage into the ruln narrowed at
the farither end, but was falrly wide at
the mouth, Three ugly visaged Boxers be-
gan to crawl into it, two abreast and ona
behind. Bang! went Alec's revolver, and
there was one foe the less to contend with,
Bang! bang! Dan had fired twice, wound-
ing one of the surviving ‘rufilans in the
head and pinking the other in the chest.
Howling with pain, the latter quickly
dragged himeelf back, and was hauled out
of range by hils comrades. Two lay dead,
w ghastly and repulsive sight, within the
cavernous jaws of the burrow.

The powder smoke wreathed slowly up-
ward amid the jagged beams, The Box-
ers, who had not looked for nrmed resist-
ance, were paralyzed for & moment, and
did not show themselves. Then, after
venting their fury in diabolical wells, half
a dozen of the red-sashed miscreants,
whose numbers had Increased, darted into
the open and let fly with thelr lances,
The leng. lithe weapons hurtled Into the
pussage, some Jodging half! way, while
severel penetrated the timbers behind
which the lads timely screened them-
selves. : X

It was thelr turn now, and ths guick
barking reports of the two revolvers
seemed to shake the whole mass of de-
bris. One Boxer fell dead, and another
crawled away with a bullet in his thigh.
The rest fled, but not untll Mow Chang,
who bad hithérto been Invisible, had ex-

—
i

posed timselt for n brief second. It was
long enough for & ball from Alec’s re-
volver to lodge in his left shoulder, and

sight. -

“I wish I had killed him,"" muttered the
Iné. “By Jove, Dan, do you know
there's really & chance for us, after all?
The advantage is on our side, and if we
can keep these devils at bay a littls
longer, help may reach us from the lega-
tions or from the relief force.”

“Then we must be sparing of our ammu-
nitlon,” sald Dan. "“How. many shots
have you left?"

"'Only one," Alec replied.

*And I have two. It's little enough be-
tween us.'" He put an arm out and se-
cured & couple of the Iances. “Thess will
serve us," he sald, “when our revolvers
are empty.”

But the cheering ray of hope was of
brief duration; it vanished almost as scon
as it was conceéived. The Baxers, now
strangely silent, were not Inactive. They
wers faoving about®briskly, as was shown
by wavering shadows on tha sunlit sur-

with & yell and an oath he reeled out of
-

them. Mr. Thomas Cat saw a long body
streich up toward the top of the water,
gd a great black jaw seize ome of ihe

h.

"My, what a corking big fish!" he sald,
and dived In the watsr at {t. It was not
a fleh but Mr. Blacksnake, who was also
fishing,

He was about six fest long and almost
ge thick as Mr. Thomas Cat, so when Mr.
Cat caught him, there wag a pretty live.
ly time. Mr. Blacksnake thrashed around
in the water and finally wound himseif
dround Mr. Cat and almost squeezed him
to death, but Mr, Cat bit and scratched so
hard that Mr. Blacksnake unwound him-
self and tried to get away,

Mr, Cat waa glad enough to let him go,
for he was campletely exhausted with the
struggle under the wateéer, and almost
smothered for lack of air, He crawled
out on ths bank and felt of his ribs very
carefully to see If any had been broken
by the squeeding he had racelved. He ap-
peaired to be all right, and so he plcked up
his string of flah and atarted down stream
toward another good piace.

“That was & powerful fish,” he sald, "1

’

I'VE GOT AN AWFUL LOT OF TOYS
THAT PAPA GAVE TO ME;

GOT MORE THAM ANY OF THE BOYS,
‘CAUSE I'VE BEEN GOOD, YOU SEE,

1'VE GOT A LITTLE CROCODILE
THAT RUNS ON WHEELS AND BITES,
“THE OTHER TOYS DON'T LIKE HIM
'CAUSE THEY THINK.HES RUDE
AND:. FIGHTS.,

I'VE GOT A LITTLE SOLDIER THAT
I WIND UP WITH A KEY,
HE WEARS A GREAT. BIG SOLDIER,
HAT
AND DRUMS HIS DRUM FOR ME.

AND THEN'T'VE GOT SOME FUNNY i
THINGS,
ALL RED AND BLUE AND GREEN;
THEY WALK ALONG ANDFLAP THEIR
WINGS,
THE FUNNIEST EVER SEEN. - {

A LITTLE MOUSE WITH LITTLE
WHEELS,
A LITTLE MAN THAT WALKS,
A DONKEY THAT KICKS UP HIS HEELS
AND ALWAYS, ALWAYS BALKS.

THE

I'VE GOT A LOT OF LITTLE MEN,
ALL PAINTED WHITE AND RED,
] THINK I'LL.MAKE A _HOUSE FOR
THEM
AND PUT THEM ALL TO BED.

ERER

s

face of the street, and of a sudden honrsa
and triumphant shouts arose, Then the
hissing ecrackle of flames was heard, nnd
fittle red flashes leapt Into view amid the
tangled beams to right and left of the
mouth of the burrow. >

“They have fired the place!” gasped
Alec, ""God help us!"
“The flends!” crled Dan. “Can they be

cruel enough to roast us to death?"'

The horror of the fate that threatened
them—that seemled Inevitable—held the
lnds spellbound and speechless. A min-
ute passed., The flames ate deeper into
the dry timbers, constantly darting forth
thelr angry tongues in fresh places. Thick,
yellowlsh smoke poured along the passage,
hiding the Boxers, who were yelllng wina
delight outside.

“I'm suffocating!” panted Dan.

“S80 am I, Alec eried. I can't stand
this; give me the sword for preference,
Come on, Dan; we'll rush out and tackle
them. There's a ghost of a chance of
our geiting through—"'

“Lizsten!" Dan Interrupted eagerly.
“What's that?"

{To bea continued.)
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Why Cats ‘
Dislike Water.
1 The Surprising Piscatorial
Advenlure of Mr. Thomas Cat
(Copyright, 1001, by the author.)

Afr, Thomas Cat was one of the most
fashionable gentlemen that lived In Ani-
mal Land, and he prided himself In glving
very aselect dinners, as well as providing
the very best food for hls guests. One
day three of his cousing, Miss Pussy Cat,
Mlss Maria Cat and Miss Tabby Cat, came
to see him, and as they were only going
to stay ons day, which happened %o be
Friday, he detérmined to glve them a fish
dinner., He was a great swimmer and
could dive llke a fiash. He never used a
pale and lne, but stood on the bank and
threw the balt on top of the watér; then,
as the fish crowded to the top to eat It,
he would gelect the largest, spring Into the
water and grab it with all his claws. He
seldom falled to cateh the fish, and then
he would go to another part of the river
and commence all over agaln. He sald
thls was much better than fishing with a
pole, for you could always be surea of
catehing the largest fish of the lot by hls
method,

Mr, Thomas Cat started out very early
on Friday morning s0 as to be sure (o
catch plenty of fish in timeé to eook them
properly. He soon arived at the river
and got out his bait. He fished for quite
a while and had splendid loek, catching
more than he had ever done at one time
hefore. He folt very much pleased with
his skill as a fisherman; indeed, but one
thing was lacking to cemplete his satls.
faction, and that was & very large fls}
to place in the center of the dinner ta-
bie, for he had not caRught any above tha
medium size, He had gone further down
the sirdam every time he caurht a fish,
and finally he had reached a place where
the water was very deep,

Mr. Bilncksnnke. -

"“There should be some whoppers In
here," snld Mr., Thomas Cat to himself,

and he threw some pleces of balt into the
river and in o moment theré were ssveral

fish. crowding around and nibbling at

don’t think T will ever dive In that place
agaln, I am not greedy ancugh 10 want ish
of that size. Why, he was large enough to
supply a dozen familles with fishballs for
a week!”

Mr. Mad Tihartle,

He soon reached another invitlng spot,
and, casting his balt upon the water,
walted for the fish to come to the sur-
face. Beveral appeared In 8 moment, one
very much larged than the rest, and Mr.
Cat dived for the large one at once. It wag
not a flsh at all, but Mr. Mud Turtle, who
was dolng some fishing on his own ac-
count.

Mr. Cat landed upon Mr, Turtle's back,
and was very much surprised when he
found that he could not stick his claws
into the shell. He bit at it and clawed
with all his might, but this only mada
Mr. Turtle so angry that he étratched out
his Jong neck and caught Mr, Cat by the
tall. Then he sank to the bottom, pulling
Mr. Cat with him.

Mpr. Cat struggled with all his might,
and just 88 he wns almost drowned, he
flew around Hke a perfect cyclone, drag-
ging Mr. Turtle with him, like the. tail of
& comef, Round and round they went, and
this made Mr. Turtle s0 dizzy that he et
g0 of the tall he had been biting so hard,
and Mr. Cat struggled to the ahore.

“That was & Narrow escape,” sald Mr,
Cat, as he sat on the bank examining his
tall to see If it was much hurt. “I think
I will go further down the river, where

the fish are better bebaved,” Mr Oat was
very determined and brave, but If It had
not been for his three cousing and his °
pride as a fisherman, he would have given
up and gone home,’ d
Mr. Mink. .

Ha went down stream with his string of

fish and soon found another good §
Here he threw In his balt, and, as bet
the fish came to the top at once. “AD, |
tehre s a beauty,” sald Mr. Cat, as he saw
a great fat form gliding along beneain |
the surface. “T'll flx that fellow In a
minute,” and In he dived. He caught this |
tima not a fish, but Mr, Mink, who wus
also fishing.
_ Now Mr., Mink was as large as Mr, Ca:
and a great Aghter, but as Mr. Cat couid
not see very well under water, by could |
|

not tell the difference, As soon as he felt
Mr. Cat clawlng his back, Mr 2Mink lost
nis temper, snd turning mround he did
some clawing, too. They fought so hard

that the water lookal as If were bolling -
but Mr, Cat was desperate by this time,
and he nearly killed Mr. Mink, They | ®—— a
clawed and bit in a shocking manner, und . ]
the only thing that saved XMr. Mink's iife Ants in {
wis that he could hold his breath upder | ) -
the water much longer than Mir, Cat -Luim:u_ ) Fatal Strife.
s t finally had to stop fight-

and so Mr. Cul ¥ f “Reds” Wage Most Merciless
being drowned, { Warfare on Black Opponents.

When ha crawled out of the water he | ) Ppone e
was a sight. His bathing sult was torm S :

to ribbons, and he was so bitten and
clawed that he looked as if he had been
through a sausage machine,

“There, that geltles I8, he sald, as soon
828 he could get his breath, “When fish
begin to act as they did today, It = time
for me to Keep out of the water. It was
bad enough to have one tle knots around
me and another try to pull my tail out by
the roots, but when they commence 10
grow claws lke that last one who tried
to eat me alive, It Is entdrely too risky.”

Mr. Cat had to borrow a four sack to
wenr from Mr. Hog before he dared to go
home, for there was hardly enough lelt
of his bathing sult to make a hands
chief. After all, Bs couslns—Mli=s P
Miss Maria and Miss Tabby Cai—
just as well pleased with thelr fish din-
ner as If Mr. Thomas Cat had caught
& whale, but when he told them of the
dreadful time he had had with the thre
last fishes, who tried 0 eatch bim, they
declared they would never go Into the
water again., and they have never done
g0, Ever since, ciats dlallke the water
and they even hate to get thelr fest wol,
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ing aod swim to the bank to keep from
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HOME-MADE GYMNASIUM.

Every Doy Can Have One, If Ile Have i
Attle or Shed.

A gymmasium Is supposed by moat boys

to be a room fitted with a large number
of appllances for exercising In various
ways, and those appllances cost a great
deal when you buy them, and, therefore,
are out of reach of most of our reade
Bull, any one of you can have a gymna-
slum, If you have an attlc or shed which
vour parents will sllow you to use, d
botter still, you can make the exe
yourself, and they will not cost you an
thing.
W Get two stralght hickory saplings, Just
Yong enough to reach from the floor of
four atfle to tha celling, and from thres
to four Inches thick. Peel the bark off | I
ecarcefully and shave off all of the [ittle
Jumps with your jackknife: th let the
poles =tand and dry thoroughly for a
week.

Get four blocks of wood, each
two feet square and six inches
Cut holes in the centers of these bloc
ends of "

the worst of L,

T

many were Kllled ef buth
about
thick appeared,

were guining
just large encugh to hold the £ began to swarm down
the hickory pole=. Pot one of these blocks into. the nest of

the Llnck
on each end of both poles and nall them ) ’
to the floor of the attle or shed, and to | of red
& beam overhead, =o that the poles are P
perfectly upright nud about two £
apart, Then your gymnasiom Is com-
piete,

The exercise which wyou should do the
most and which will do you the most good
is the most aimple 60f all. Stand
your fect belween the poles, griusp them
firmly with your hands a little lower than
ths top button of wyour coat, lean baek
as¥far ne you can, and then draw your-
self slowly forward, without movipg your
feet, untl] your shoulders tou i €
Repeat this for 50 times at first, but
you grow used to It, Increase the number,
Tt will develop your chest and Arms
greatly.

You can do a large number of tricks

will

came oul

anta

et rs.  Oco
tack g red an
red
Lo
him dead
| would

the li

The

roabber would

black

and exerclsea upon the poles, such ns
“skinning the cat" and going up the
poles hand over hand with your fect
polnting upward. In fact, the poles wiil

answer almost any purpose for which the
varioua exerclses In a fully equlpped
“gym" are Intended

CHEN
the 3
anits

Fram a Doy's Essay on Water.

These extracts are from an original
say on water, taken from the Phlladelphla
Inguirer: Ome or two of the writer's (deas
upon the subject are sirikingly novel. For |
inatance, he divides all water into four |
mab-headings—rain water, soda waler,
holy water and brine, |

“Water,” says a youngster—it's a boy,
of course—"ls uscd for n. good many
things., Saflors use water to go to sen on.
Wates la a good thing to fire at boys wiia
& squirt gun snd to catch flshes In."* But
the strangest of nll uses for water 1z this:
*Nobedy,” he says, “could be saved from
drowning If there wasn't water to pull
them out of." This reminds one of the
boy's essay on plns In the ecurse of
which he sald that pins had saved many
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Coming and Golng,
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Said the coviovs boy to the coy little girl !

)Rs the leaves fluttered doton in the breeze,

"Oh.Why do yov blush? and the maiden wephed-
“To see the bare Limba o the Ereest”
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