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HURSDAY ISLAND, Torres8trelt,
South Pacific Ocean, April 10—
Germany is rapldly spotting this
part’ of the Pacific with her pos
essions. She s giving ww nDames
%5 her differcmt properties, S0 thut
ope will soon nesd a Teotonlc dlctionary
2o know where he 18, Just north of Tor-
Tos Biraits, on the other side of British
New Guines, §= Kulser Wilhelm's Lard
Thizs 1# ihe German section of New
Guines, the largest sland of the world,
The great collection of islands to the
eastwan] which was onos known as the
Xew Britain Archipelago is now the Bis- |
gnsrck Archipeingo, and Instead of New
Britsin and New Ireland we have Neu
Pommern and Neu Mecklerbarg,

The Germans now own the Admiralty |
Isiends, They heve renamed the Duke of |
York Isiands Neu Lagenburg., They haove
long owned the Marshall Islands, and In
150 bought the Carolines, the Pe-
Jews and the Ladrones of Spain for somo-
thing lke §,000.00 hey would have in.
tloded Gurm in the bargain hed we not
taken potsesslon of it in our settlement
of the Spanlsh-American War, and they
are stll looking about for everything
loose. All tglands I have mentioned
are now governed, In connection with
Ealser Wilbeim's Land, and altogether
they form what may be called Germany’'s
colonial island empire of the Puciflc.

they

Haofser Wilhelm's Land.

I+t me first give some new informa-
tion abou! Kalser Wilhelm's Lend. Tha
sountry is slmest unknown, and & vist
part of ¢ W yot unexplored. The Ger-
mens have thelr sclentific parties and
survering expeditions scattered here and
thers over it. but the interior will] long
remain untrodden by white mel.

The country is better known as German
New Guines It forms the northeastern
guaTter of that isiand, having been under
the rule of the Germans for ths past 17T
years, Umtil 1880 {ts government was o
the hands of the German New Guinea
Company, but the administration wae
taken over by the lmperia] government
about two yesrs ago, snd all appoint-
ments now come from the Emperor him-
sxif. The material developments are all
still in the hands of New Guinea
Company, which contre the trade not
only of the mulniand, but of the islands,
and whish has stesm and ssiling vesstls
mmoving from port o port

Ealser Wihelm's roper 4 about
one-third e large ans the whole German
Empire, &nd itz German population Is
dust I3 souls. It has, in addition, abou
W60 natives and five other Europeans,
80 FOU Can #ee the land is by no
sgmeEnE Overorowde The seats of gov-
ernment gt prosent are the town of Bte-
phensort, on Astrol and Her-
bertshobe, on the Neu Pom-
INETIL

HBeapurces of the Colony.

Not far back of Astrolabe Bay are
Bismarck Mountaine, which are now be-
fng prospected Tor gold, and that so suc-
cessfully that mines have recently been
apened, though I am unal to =ay any-
ghing ax to the ut. Cocoaput groves
1o the extent of 36,000 acres have been sot
out, and thare are jantaticns of
coffee, cotto rubber:

One of the I atwer
helm's Land Ie nt the scuthenst, off Huon
Gulf. Here there & good harbor, and
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lated. The Iand is wooded along the
coast, but further back it consists of
rolling plaing, which are dotted with trees
.and are a= green as an Boglish park,
Tha New Gulnea Company has a station
here, and the netives raise horses and
cattle.

SBome of the land i= irrigated by the
natlves, who use tubes of bamboo to carry
the water from one level to ancther, and
to dlstribute it over thelr little felds.
They are natural farmers, and ETrow
yams, sweet potnoes and bansanas, and,
of late, Indian corn. A great deal of the
work ls done by the women, although
toth women and men work on the plan-
tations of the New Gulnen Company.

The best products s0 far have been cot-
ton and tobacco. There are several cot-
ong about Astrobale Bay, one
of which, near Konstantinhafen, recentily
produced 18000 pounds of cotton from
25 seres, or an average of 30 pounds per
ncre, The wages pald on the planta-
tions range from $1 to $2@0 per month.
The best workmen come from the islanda
of the FHismarck Archlpelago, and the
New Gulnea Compuny 6 using some im-
ported labor from there, There are plan-
tations alsp in the archipelngo itself, the
largest being in Nen Pommern, where one
mat hos 0 aperes In coffee and cotion,
and where the Hamburgh Plantation
Company Is sald to be growing coffee suc-
cessfully.

Queer Sabjects of the Kalser.
The German Emperor has some rare
birds in his colonial aviary of the Pa-
cific. The natlves of Kaleer Wilhelm's
Land are, if anything, wilder and more
savage than those of Britlsh New Guinza.
There ars thousands of them who go
naked suve for s breech clout of bark
for the men and a short petticoat of
woyen grass for the women., Along the
ext@me northern coast there are some
tribes which go #ntirely naked, with the
exception of a shell nacklace and a few
bird of paradise feathers which they stick
fn their halr. Some tribes paint them-
seives in stripes of white, md, yellow and
biack, and some ecar themselves with
fiints and slss by buming, much as the
Japanese burn (hemselves with the moxa,
I have photographs of native houscs
recently taken fn Kalser Wilhelm's Land.
Many famllies live together, and many
of the houses are of enormous slze. They
are freguently bullt apon plles, a platform
of poles belng first constructed, a skeleton
framework bullt upon this and mats of
woven leaf or grass fastened to it. The
mats &rée 50 arranged that they can be
rulsed or lowered to keep out the mosqul-
toos and fles, which are exceedingly
troublesome. In other purte there are
honses bullt in the trees, to which the
people retreat in times of danger.

The different tribeg are frequently at
wir wih one another, and the misslon-
aries tell me that they have a system of
vendetts which goes on between tribes
and wvilleges, and which often lasts for
years., Cannfbailsm exists In some locai-
ities though not to a great extent. The
British heve observed ft among the peo-
ple slong the Gulf of Pepua, and it is
also found in Northern New Guinen

“The ordinary food of the natives is
about the same as that of the Bamoan
Islands, Lhelr chief dlet belng yama, taro
und bananas. In German New Guinen,
gtrange enough, the natives are nuatural
beer drinkers. They make a liquor by
chewing the root of the kava plant, and
fermenting the spittie-soaked mixture.
After awhils 1t becomes intoxicating, and
fs then u=ad In ceramonial feasts, Both
sexes chew the betel nut, but, as a rule,
they do oot drink intoxicating lquors. In
British New Guinean It is agalnst the

={iaw to eell Intoxloating llquors to the

|
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natives, and any ona who does so ls sub.
Ject to a fine of §160 or more,

The islands of Blsmarck srchipelago
have some stranger tribes than those of
New Guilnea fitself. On one jsland, ac-
cording to my best authorities, the glrls
mre kept In cages from the age of 6 or 8
¥oars until they are morried. Tha cages,
made of wicker work, are sct up Inside
inrge houses made for the purpose. The
girls are only teken out once a day to be
wnashed, but otherwise they are not per-
mitted to get cutside the wicker. Thelr
food is handed through the bars, and
they move about at times llke caged lions.

These cages are under the charge of the
old women of the tribe, who see that the
girla do not fiirt with the passers-by or
the peepers-in. The young men have the
right to look at the cages now and then,
and probahly after making proper pres-
ents to the watch guards and the parents
of the girl, they can woeo the malden
through the meshes of bamboo.

I am told the girlse do not suffer In
health from their imprisonment, and that,
notwithstanding their seclusion, they
make very good wives and, later on, are
by no means averse to having their daugh-
ters caged up as they were. The girls
mature veéry rapldly In this hot climate.
The marringeable age §s 11 or 12, and al
16 a girl Is an old mald.

In Neu Mecklenbarg.

Tha Island of Nen Pommern Is 30 miles
long, and Neu Mecklenburg perhape 1%
mlles shorter, with a width, on the aver.
age, of about 15 miles, Both Islands are
more or less rolling, Neu Mecklenburg
having the Sehleintz mountains, which
rench a helght of 70600 faat.

In Neu Mecklenburg the people of each
village are divided Into two classes, and
marriage batween the classes s strictly
prohibited. If a woman marries outside
of her class, the punlshment §s death, and
{f a man, he suffers a heavy fine. The
women and men go naked. Cannlbalism
is common, and both human beings and
pork are cooked for food, all other kinds
of entables, it & sald, being eaten In a
raw state, The people llve In small huts,
which are of a bee-hive shape and sur-
rounded by bambopo fences. The young,
unmarried men have clubhouses where
they Uve together, and the girls, as T have
sald, are confined In cages.

A littls to the enst of the Blsmarck
Archipelngo are the Solomon Islands,
which untll 1589 belonged almost entirely
to Germany. The uppermost part of the
chain, including some of the larger Is-
lands, 18 stlll German, and under the of-
ficlale of Kaiser Wilhelm's Land.

The principal island In this group is
Bougsainville, which = bigger than Porto
Rico. It Is a mountainous country, hav-
ing two voleanoes, which are constantly
neotive, and one mountaln of an altitude
of more than two miles sbove the Bea,

The natlves here are of the =ame race a8
those of New Guinea, and they are quite
ax savage. In most cases the men go
noked, snd In some of the islands the
women do not wesr clothing untll they
gre married, and after marrlage they
have but Httle. Still both sexes are fond

GERMAN SUBJECTS FROM THE [

QOUTH SEAS.

of ornament. Men and women plerce
thelr ears, the holes Iin the lobes being
gradually stretched until they are as blg
around as a napkin ring. Among some
tribes the nose is plerced and a long
pin or bone or shell worn through it
Necklaces of Shell,

Necklaces of shell are common, and
bracelets and chalns of beads and shell
are frequently worn.' There ls some tat-
tooing, and the secars made by burning
the moxa are considered flne ornaments,
There are clubhouses here as in New
Cluinea, but the people generally llve In
huts of different sizes, those of the chlefs
being lnrge.

These peopla are also eannibals, and
head hunting is the profession and pleas-
ure of o part of the young men. FPoly-
gamy s practiced, and some of the chiefs
have as many ns a hundred wives, They
are, to a certain extent, farmers, and
ralss bananas, yams and taro. They are
good fshermen, And gather shells and
pearls for sale,

Along the coast of these jslands, and
especially about New Guinea nnd In Tor-
rea Btrait, one of the ehlef businesses
is guthering and shipping beche de mer,
the Egigantle sca worma or slugs which
nre 50 much prized by the Chingse, rank-
ing with birds' nest soup and sharks" fins
&8s one of the delicacies of every celestial
fanst. .

A large part of the shipments of beche
de mer are from Thursday lsland, There
are companles here which are engaged
In the business. employing hundreds of
men. They use bhoats of five or dlx tons
each, and travel from place to place gath-
ering the sea slugs and preparing them
for the market. They are caught by div-
ing, the best divers coming from the
various Islands, some from the Loulslade
group, some from the Bolomon and some
from New Gulpnen. Bome are men and
some are women, the latter being pald as
little as §1 25 a month. The men dlvers
often recelve as high as $ a month, but
on the average about § i The wagea
are often pald In tobacco and clothing
instead of money.

Cunenmbers of the Sean.

The beche de mer are called the cu-
cumbers of the sen because they look mo
much llke cucumbers as they le In the
water. Theéy range In length from one
foot to four feet and from the thickness
of your wrist to that of your calf, They
are found upon the ceral reefs and are
pleked off at low tide, or are obtainad
by diving down to a depth of from 12 to
18 feet. The fishermen collect them in
sacks and carry thom to curing statlons,
where they are bolled, cleaned and lald
in the sun to dry. After that they are
carried to the smokehouse and smoked
for 24 hours. They have now shrunken
to the length of &lx Inches nnd Jook like
well-cooked Frankfurther sausages. They
ara next bagged and shipped to China.
The best of them will sell here for 500
a ton, and the exports amount to many
thousandg of dollare a year,
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sloner of Fisherles, W. Baville Kent, who
has recently made ‘a special study of
the =ea worms, saye they live on the
foreminefera or microscopic  shell anl-
mals which are found in great quantl-
tles In the waters of the coral rocke
Each slug hns hundreds of litile feelers
about its mouth with which it brushes
the roocks and draws the food from them
ints its throat. It might bsa better to
gay that each sea) worm his hundreds
of trunks® corresponding to tho=e of an
elephant, save that they are of infini-
tesimal size, and that with each of them
it plecks up Its food mnd puts it in lts
mouth.

There are different varieties of beche de
mer, the red and black bringing the
highest price, There are some kinds which
are not worth the gathering, and of these
oneé {5 known as the cotton fish, because
It ejects n mass of white, cottony etuff
npon anvthing that selzes It, the stuff ad-
hering with extreme tenacity to all It
touches., The matter elected = 5o strong
that there Is talk of making cement
from {t. It has also some of the proper-
tles of rubber, and It s a
whether 1t might pot be used for similar
purposes,

Shark Fins at 500 a Ton.

Another Chinese delicacy which s
found In and about Torres Strait 1is
aharks"' fine
Reef and about New Guinen are flled
with sharks, and they can be caught by

the hundreds, Their fins are eagerly

L

question |
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The waters of the BArrler | ¢h,¢ they seem to be more ¢

bought by the Chinese, who will pay
much ax £800 a ton for them.
shipment here sold at $88) a ton,
the reports of the Ausirallan
ment I gee It sug ted that the Indusiry
be encouraged. The Ans are dried In the
ety and then bagged up for shipment.
In cooking them nfter the Chiness fash-
ion they are first bolled

in several waters and

washed unt!l perfectly ¢

there |2 another bolling

and

Gavern-

and wervad

m.

then stewed in a
critb ment and u Httle T

T am surprised at the number of isle
ands scatiersd over this part of the
gloehe, The South Pacific Ocean 1s pop-
pered with them, and I shall be traveling
in and out among the lands for weeks
on my way io Java. From the steamer,
ns it UHes In the Thursday Island har-
bor, & half dozen island groups are
sight. To the right s Horn Isiand,
where the Austrellans are now mining
for gold. Closs by and below It Iv tha
Princa of Wales Island, which gives Ibe
name to the Torres Stralt group. A Ht-
tle further over is Booby Island, and to
the northeast Murray Island, Darn-
ley Island and others.

Each of theee l2lands has Its own curl-
ous people, wo, In many coses, are not
unilke the aboriginies of Australl
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“OLD STITES,” OF SCOWTOWN, AND BENNY,

s 2B)

Bemny, who saw It only through

lears,

duller.

beesme gradually oon.

prious 1 was belng observed. Down

on the ¢ scow bene hun, In the lee of

a heap of nondescript rubbish, luy a yel-

dog wWho magpurded him with honest
. &
ssthetic eyes. The dog, when he

stiracted 2 oh

Tow
und =ymj
T ved that he
estienlion, knowlisdg
sive wag of hie tuil and s slight UL of the
right ear,

Then
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any word
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mb o W
cannot ocome 10
it & kis
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Beuny oo He rose and made
his way gang plank, and the dog
rose, too, strotched himsell and came o
meet him. The boy laid his hand on tha
dog’s bend, and the dog renched up and
Yeked his cheek. Thus the bond of a
lasting friendship was sealed between

eI, When % returned from the
snill, a rtie 1 he found the two hud-
died together in the shelter of the rubblsh

the hoy, in his
Jninity as
¢ done, an invitstion

h nim. It was as if
. My dutles do not permit
these premises; therefore, I
1 will conglder

favor me with

Yuile as

_-n

hesp.
voung "un!" he cried. *What
' here?
dog sprang up, and, advancing,
nosed his mester's hand. Then he went
back to the 14, looking from one to the
otheér in mute appenl, He wax clearly in-
terceding for the le stranger.
“Oh, 1 see; ypou've got company, Cub.
Well, vome in, come !
He pulisd open the door and fumbied

sbout In the haif lght for the matches

and kindling; soon be had a fire golng In
the rusty stove.

Stites was not partewlarly fond of chil-
In fact, he knew little or nothing
them. His own childhood was so
far in the past that he had well-nigh for-
it. He enterinined a vagus notion
that hoy= were a bad Job. Perhaps he
jullegsd them by the particular lot that
had tried to drown Cub in hls puppyhood,
But the big, innocemmt eyes that were lted
to hi=, and the snd, thin face, with the
tear staing on the cheeks, touched some-
thing within that Stiles would have known
witg his hearl, i he had been In the icast
given to analytical sentiment.

When the tomnto can thet served as
teakettle and teapot In ome was on the
stove, and the lamp, inclined to smoke
and smelling strongly of kerosene, was
lighted, he turned to the child, who was
shivering in the corner,

“Come up to the fire, young “un,” he re-
marked; “come up to the fire! set down
on that box there nnd dry off. You're wet
as a water rat. Where do yon live?”

*Nowhere,”" replied the child; *mot
now."

Btites paused in the act of taking the
fryingpan from Its nail behind the stove,
“Nowhere?" he echoed. “"Ain’'t you got no
Tolk=T"

The child's lips gulvered, but his brave
volce answered steadily. "Only mother,
and—and she's dead."

Stltes was uneducated, without hope,
ambition or desire, meanly clad, and
housed In a kennel; but—

“Look here, youg ‘un;: you're setiin' too
cloEe o the stove. Move back a blt or
you'll burn your Jjacket. Now, Iif you'll
tend this skiliet while I get a pall of wa-
ter we'll havé supper. Cub, here, is aw-
ful bungry. Aln't you, old chap™

Cub thumped the fiocor with an assent-

dren.
about

golten

AUTO STAGES ON FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORH

drawn by horses,

MOST FASAIONABLE AVENUE OF COUNTRY'S METROPOLIS TO HAVE UP-TO-DATE OMNIBUSES,

For years New York's most fashionable thoroughfars—Fifth avenue—has been infested by Elllott—8hepard omnl-
bunes, of an uncompromigingly uncomfortable and Inapproprints design,
automotor stages of the Iatest and most luxurious model, of which this Is a sample.

Now It s o have

Ing
little, damp knes besids him.
master saw, thongh
see, how the child
creature for comfort. 1
be outdone by no dog."
himself, as ha bent over d
scow to dip up his pall full of water,

When supper, served in tin plates upon
the stove hearth, for there was not room
for a table, wns disposed of, the visilor
eating dellcately but hungrily the
rough fare, Btites casually remarked:
»Sesin' (t's so wet tonight, and Cub
there's a-pinin’ for ecompany, I reckon
you'd better stay where you are tiil mori-
in'. ‘Commodations ain’t much to brag of.
but,” he polnted to the doubtful-looking
bunk nailed up agilnst the wall, “"such as
they be you're weicome 0 ‘em."™

“Thank you,” teplied the child, simply.
He fell to stroking the yellow head at his
knee. “The man sald I could sleop in our
room topight, but I'd rather pot. Tomor-
row they're golng to take me to the
‘Home." ™

“*The
home?"*

“I don't know. I guess there ls but one.
It's where they take boys when thelr
mothers dte.” The lps trembled again,
but the volce went on bravely—*"Boys,
vou know, who have no piace to go to and
nobody to care""

“0h,"” sald Stites, slowly.
I've heard of such places” He was silent
r long time. The fire crackied in the
stove, and the rain dripped from the eaves
with a melancholy tinkle,

“And where,” he sald,
“did you live belore—she dle

“At number & In Blank's Row,” 1e-
turned the Iad. “We Hved the back
room. upstairs. Mother sewed for Cash's,
We had almost enough money saved up”

tall and laid a friendly paw upon the
And Cub’s
med

Lo

he not
lemne
aln't & goin'
he muttered to

the =

of

“Mome'™ repeated Stites, "““What

‘L see, I see.

saftly, Inst,

at

naother
% something ln his r
wits hardly
eyelashea were wetl.
moved abaut,
srowdad room in order and nxin
grs on the bed.
“Young "umn,”
boy Ufted his head

in

and

he

ell
Ay
1 reck
ahack ain't m
s room far
can belp Cub talks care
I'm at work at the mill

us i

to live here?™

repliad

Then he added timidly,
LISCHEN 3.
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Fou over
I'm dreaming of you tonlght, sweothears,
Ard the mist o'er my eyes seams (o fnde;
The moon's gpentle light
In hurchyas? plays
On a gravey that bas long besn made
C. LAYTQN.



