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THE METHOD OF PHILANTHROPY.

Those muiti-millionaires who have
®ums of money to glve away are re-
minded by the New York Press that
there are in this country colleges, uni-
versities and libraries sufficient for all
present needs; but that there are not
enough habitable amd comfortable
bomes in the citles for families who
want no charity. but are willing fo
work and to pay for what they get,
Improvement of the conditions of life
for these vast numbers of people would
not be a charity, but philanthrapy In-
deed, The scheme might be made self-
supporting, under efficient snd honest
administration.

And the Nebraska State Journal pre-
sents a further practical suggestion,
These men who do not know what to
do with their millions might, it well
#ay¥s, putl ln reservolr systems at the
headwaters of our mountain streams,
for Irrigation of the great arid coun-
try on the slopes of the Mismouri, the
Flatte and the Columbla. Such a work
would call nto existence & new popu-
lation of many miitlons, to occupy and
till & vast country now practically un-
inhabitable. It would furnish them
with opportunity for healthfu] life and
self-support—the greatest boon , that
man can bestow on hie fellow-man.,

Ox the gther hand, the way in which
Camegle and Rockefeller are giving
away their millions will not reduce the

of population In the cities,
BOr open new opportunities for self-
heipful subsistence In the country. It
Wwill not relieve the pressure of the
struggle for lfe, but will aggravats it
—since It will merely intensity exieting
conditiona. It 15 mockery to offer uni-
versities and libraries to a people who
have small opportunity or none to earn
iheir bread. But give them a chance
to earn thelr bread, help them to make
canditions wnder which they can attaln
to healthful existence through their
own labor, and they will then find
Ways to gel education, through fndivid-
ual effort, through public organization,
or both.

We fully belleve these great unlver-
wity and Hbrary schemes, Instead of
belng heipful to the masses of the peo-
ple, will have the effect of drawing the
lige of separation more widely between
e » of widening and deepening the
chasm between them, of dividing those
who may be able to make pretensjons
to education and position etill further
Zrom those who are foreed to toll in the
Jower walks of life. Thers never ought
to be a schoal, a college or a library
that has net been called Into exlstence
by a spontaneous want. Help, indesd,
may often be recelved by such with
advantage, but every one in this world,

i rthe individual or the community, ought

1o work for what it gets. To help one
1o help himself 1= the fundamental law
of & sound phllanthropy: and to create
jconditions under which a people may
help themselves and pay for what they
(Bt 18 the only way (o offer them means
of real Improvement. There is noth-
ing that requires so much considera.
Hon, as to It wisdom, ns any scheme
of benevolence, large or small; and
there Is more to be done for the human
race through works like those recom-
mended by the journals we have quoted
than by creatiog unlversitles and
libraries In places that are suppied al-
ready. or for those who do not need
them, Make comditions, or assist In
making them, under which a people can
work and live, and that people will do
the rest,

The tragical death of John C, Leasure
ends & life of great activity and per-
sonal ambition, combined with a sin-
#ular lnck of steadfast purpose. Cover-
Ing a space of forty-seven years, it
represented many vielssitodes of for-
tune and unbounded but to a certain
extent purposeless energy. Not! natur-
ally of n despondent nature, Mr. Legs-
ure’s self-inflicted death represented the
aglimax of utter despondency. With an
ardent love of home and family, he
drifted from piace to place without se-
curing & permanent foothold. Essaying
politics, he falled to reach his desire,
and thereafter secemed to lose his moor-
Ings to his profession, and In a degree
to mbandon his activities. The skeich
of his life as written by himself is the
plain, unvarnished story of one who as
boy and man was posseseed of a rest-
Jesz =pirit, boundless energy and every-
hing necessary for success in life ex-
dept fixity of purpoe. The leeson con-
Veyed by It Is one that boys and young
men may scan with profit, since the
industry and ambltion so simply de-
ploted therein ars worthy of emulation,
while the wreck of his hopes In the

politieal maelsirom, leading to despair
a#nd death, conveys a warning which
they may do well to heed,

SCRIFTURAL ADAPTATION,

It Is a familiar ethnic dogma that the
Jewlsk people have no mythology. The
iden has been developed with especial
pains and attractiveness by HErnest
Reman, with hils customary solicitude
for brilllant effect, and consequent im-
patience of exactness. To a certaln
extent the doctrine i{s undoubtedly true,
That i=, we have notl In Hebrew litera-
ture the.array of gods and goddesses
that fummish forth the history of old
Greece and Home. There is a sharp
line of distinction between the best of
men, Abraham even, Moses, Elijah,
and the supreme figure of Jehovah,
who, however he upon occaslon ap-
*peared upon the mount or In the burn-
ing bush or chasing Moses through
the streets, never descended to the fa-
miliar and often discreditable reiations
sustained by pegan divinitles to the
children of men. Doubtléess Renan Is
correct, also, in ascribing this Hebrew
peculiarity to the exalted religlous na-
ture of the people and thelr superior
spiritual discernment.

Nevertheless, so uniform is human
nature {n lts constitution that the dis-
tinetiveness of Hebrew development
may be exaggerated, and ne knowledge
widens and deepens, racial histories
onee nccounted miraculously differenti.
ated are seen to approximate. And If
we take mythology in its broad sense
aés the record of a people's myths, wWe
ghall find evidences already, which time
will undoubtedly multiply, that the
elmllarity between creation and deluge
legends of Babylon and Judea, for ex-
ample, extends also to the fleld of
mythology aﬁyd especially of allegorism.
Bome useful hints on this score are sup-
plied In an nteresting article on “alle-
gorical Interpretation,” cootributed by
Dr. Louls Ginzberg to the “Jewlsh Cy-
clopedia,” the first volume of* which has
Just issued from the press of Funk &
Wagnalls, Dr, Ginzberg resents the
imputation that allegorism was strictly
Hellenle; and in his demonstration to
the contrary he uncovers a vasl array
of evidence, which, raticaally Inter-
preted, goes far to establlsh the natural
rather than & miraculous formation of
the Seriptures.

The origin and reason of allegorical
interpretation, as It has distinguished
all literary peoples, conslst, accord-
ing to Dr. Ginzberg, in this: When-
ever the literature of a people has be-
come an inseparable part of its intellee-
tual poessession, and the ancient and
venerated letter of this lterature Is In
the course of time no longer In conso-
nance with more modern views, to en-
able the people to preserve thelr alle-
glance to the tradition, it becomes nec-
essary to make that traditlon carry and
contaln the newer thought as well,
Allegorism s thus In some sense an In-
ciplent phase of rationallsm, As soon
as philosophy arose among the Greeks,
Homer and the old popular poetry were
aliegorized, There being scarcely a
people which underwent such powerfu]
religious development and at the same
time remained so fervently atiached to
{ts venerable traditions as the Jews,
allegorism became of necessity a prom-
Inent feature ln the history of their
Iiterature.

How allegorism la its simplest form
hns fastened on the minds of the pres.
ent generation can readlly be recalled
by the most casual observer of Biblies)]
eriticism. The days in which God made
the world Rre !magined to be epochs
of time. The $#00-0dd years of Methu-
selah are Intérpreted as urative ex-
pression of some more credible lifetime,
Allsgorism 1s probably all that saved
Solomon's song from belng thrown out
of the canon, and the violence that has
been done to the fine old falry tale of
Jonah and the whale s of contempo-
rary activity. This method of inter-
pretation, however, Dr. Ginzberg shows,
s very old, Hosea seems to have begun
it when he explained Jacob's bout
with the angel as an affalr of meatal
gymnastics; that Is, of prayer, No one
need doubt that the original story had
in mind an actual physleal encounter,
The book of Danie]l supplies another
Ingtance, when It Interprets Jereminh's
prophecy of the seventy years of exile
as sevently weeks of years, n order to
glve hope of redemption from the con-
temporary tyranny of the Greeks. The
Alexandrian Jews early established o
school of sllegorical Interpretation, In
order to defend thémselves from the
derision of the Greeks at some of the
crude Bible narratives, As the Greeks
read the philosophy of Pythagoras and
Plato Into the pages of Homer, so the
Alexandrian Jews, with exemplary
zeal and mgenulty, uncovered Athen-
ian phllosophy also in the hexateuch
These instances could be multiplied al-
maost indefinitely from anclent times all
through the Middle Ages until today.

| The book of Hebrews s continually

seelting for mystical interpretations of
Old Testament passages: St. Paul tells
the Galatians that the story of Sarah
and Hagar !s sn allegory, designed to
teach the difference between spiritual
freedom and bondage; John's gospel
constantly puts Scriptural passages to
allegorical use, and Justin Martyr alle-
gorizes the Old Testament entirely

| away, while holdiag to the New as ab.

solutely historical,

Let the thoughticss smile, if they will,
at these laborious contrivanoces of rellg-
jous. zeal. ‘The purpose behind them
and the good they do cannot be pader-
stood without comprehension of the
burden laid upon the sericus soul and
the solemn pressure of duty upon the
prophets and apostles of all ages. The
fire of truth and eagerness to serve
that burned in Tyndall, Darwin or Vol.
talre, destroying old errors, s the same
that sent Moses to the dellverance,
Isalah to the backsiider, Paul to the
Romuagms, the Jesults to the Iroquols and
Livingitane to the heart of Africa. Not
for deception or for amusement did
priests write out the law, or prophets
tell of terrors to come, or psalmist
sing or seribe write down the remnants
of old masques and llturgles, or Peter
tell of the transfiguration or Mary of
the risen Lord.

Never from lfw of cunning tell
The thrilling Delphle oracle.

What uniderlay this allegorical Inter-
prétation of old stories, once belleved
Hterally, was a consuming desire to
save the present generation from its
error end Its sin. The need pressed
upon the devout eoul with awful real.
tty, and he struggled to supply the an-
swer to that need, the dream for the
mystie, the creed for the reasoner, the
code for the man of action. Tn the light
of modern discovery snd criticism wa
gre aptl to think of those herole labors
as pitiable delusion, or with the arro-
gance of materiallsm to condemn them
as wicked mventions. But the wise
man knows it i not sa. He sees In
thém all that same devotion to the race
that today the man of science shows
In his strife with error and hig endeavor
to lift man up from depths of ignor-

far back as the days of Hosesm were
one in purpose with our highest Biblical
scholarship. Then began to be recom-
nized, what we are even now so slow
to see. that It is the lotter which killeth,
the spirit that maketh alive

WEAK SPOTS IN THE PORTLAND
PUHLIC SCHOOL COURSE.

The question of text-books for the
public schools of Oregon has again been
seltled, for a term of years, and this
tme, In the main, as it seems. gatls-
factorlly 8o to those vitally coneerned.
The changes involved render, 1t is sald,
a revision of the course of instruction
In the grammar grades of the Portland
schools necessary; hence it {8 proper at
this time to call attention to some of
the weak gpots In the course of study
that the puplls of these schools have
been pursulng for some years past.
Perhaps with the text-book material in
hand the Clty Superintendent has done
a5 well as he could in the arrangement
of the course fn past yenrs: but It is a
notable facl, and one easily verified by
A comparison of results, that puplls In
the public schools of some other locall-
ties go over ground in #ix years that
it requires eight years for the puplls
of the Portland schools to cover, More
surprising than this fact ls the further
fact that even at this lelsurely pace
many toples are “cut out” of the grade
work that are treated in ‘the text-
books. This is notably true in arith-
metie, mental and written; so lament-
ably true. indeed, that the drill in men-
tal arithmetic Is consplcuously wealt,
&8 any one can prove who cares to put
the average pupll who has “passed the
grades” to simple tests. .As to the drill
In written arithmetile, ask any pupll
“ready for the High School” to work an
example n bank dlscount, and he will
reply, “"We sklpped that"; ask him to
find the difference (n time bhetween
Portland and New York, and he will
answer, “We skipped longitude and
time"”; ask him to extract the cube root
of a number, and he will probably re-
ply;, “Oh, I will learn that when I take
up algebra in the High School.”

It will be remembered that at the
competitive examination held in this
city a few weeks ago for admlission to

the Naval Academy at Annapolis
eleven condidates entered, Of these,
three were from schools outside of

Portland and elght had attended the
schools of this city. As everybody
knows, the boy sent down from the Ba-
ker City High School was the successful]
candidate, while the lad who took sec-
ond honors was from the Woodstock
echool.

Running over the list of questions in
written arithmetic we find that there
was one problem glven in each of the
rules asbove cited g8 having beéen
“skipped™ by puplls In our grammar
echools, That Is to say, no boy whose
knowledge of mathematics had been
guined solely in the grammar schools
of Portland could have passed the ex-
amination in arithmetic which these
candidates were required to take, for
the eimple but all-sufficlent reason that
he could not even have stumbled at a
golution of three of the problems given,
having RAhd no instruction whatever In
the principles involved.

Then in the matter of geography.
Puplls who have passed the grammar
grades of the Portland public schools
know ao little about this sklence that

ing about it. The reason is not far to
seek. They have not had competeént
text-books upon this very essentiai
branch of comumon school education,
while the study of such as they have
had has been dropped midway in the
preseribed course nnd has not been re-
sumed. Fancy the utter humiliation of
bright boys who took this examination
In not peing able to make a respect-
able showing In geography! There was
but one excuse, but it was a valid one—
“l never heard of those places,™ said
one, referring to the requirement to lo-
cate certain cltes and Islands: and
“We never had anything llke that in
our lessons,” sald another who *‘stood
high” In geography as it was taught,
but was mystified when confronted by
a simple question in regard to the
“rainiess regioms of the earth

Ig It not suficlently clear from these
citations that some of the prime essen-
tinls In a common school education
have been tripped over lightly in the
Portiand public schools? Is it not ap-
parent also that boys from these
schools were handicapped In the com-
petitive examination to which reference
is above made by glaring deficlencles
in the course of study prescribed for
them therein? The Oregonlan refers to
this matter at this time In specifio
terms, not In a spirit of fault-finding,
but with the earnest desire to promote
the best Interests of the very large
cless of our youth whose educational
opportunities are coofined to nttend-
ance upon the public schools. It seéma
that opportunity to remedy these de-
fects hag come through the change In
text-books rendering oecessary the re-
construction or readjustment of the
Fcourse of study in the public schools.
This being true, the above specifica-
tions &re believed to be timely,

HIS HUMOR KEPT LINCOLN SANE.

The recent death in obsecurity of R.
H. Newell, who under the pen name of
Orpheus C. Kerr satirized the incom-
petency of Genera! MceClellan in his
“Letters From the Mackerel Brigade”
recalls the fact that among those who
found momentary relief from the terri-
ble burden of the Civil War in the
perusal of the rough ground humor of
that day was Abraham Lincoln, who
shocked Charles Sumner, Richard H.
Dana and the majority of the vigiting
clergymen by reading to them passages
from Orpheus C. Kerr and Artemus
Ward. Humorigts were searce in those
days, and the few we had were lUttle
read save by sarnest men ke Lincoln,
who suffered so much night and day
with anxlety that they felt It necessary
to mental sanity to laugh, to whistle up
their apirits In the awful graveyard of
American goldier dead that grew wider
and wilder evéry day of the long and
dreadtul confllet, Lipcoln, like all men
of deep sensibllity, was a genuine hu-
morist, a man of wit and wisdom, of
sense and feellng. In all great and seri-
ous things he was a man of grave
mind, and yet he never lost a chance
to mingle wit with his wisdom. His
saving common sense was always
warmed and tinted with feellng; the
jogle of his head was marrled to the
moral sweetness and light of a heart
that was at onoe tender and true, Lin-
coln was a powerful reasoner and an
acute logician. and yet he had much of
the soul and temperament of a poet
and a humorist. In such men mirth
and melancholy march side by side,
and when they do not, madness casts
aot seldom the grim shadow of its not
far distant approach.

Absolute self-repression is not good
for gifted men of great natural sensi-

giunings of allegorical Interpretation as

they may be sald to know almost noth- |
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and Limcoln doubtiess felt it was
od for him, so he told stories and
when his great heart
to break, and Intenge ecgo-
’ fly destitute of humor, like
r, and Intensely aggressive, Im-
} administrators, like Stanton,

undeérstood that Lincoln often
smiled to call sttention from the fact
that his  dark., deep-set, melancholy
eyes were full of tears; that he laughed
and jested in public becauss events
were too solemn to be wisely commu-
feated by solemn looks and words of
1 alr, On one occaslon at a Cabi-

extract from one of the ‘“Letters From
the Mackerel Brigade,” the famous de-
of McClellan's game of check-
ers, during which his admiring friends
were promising & wonderful move that
would redeem and win the game, when
it seemed hopelessly lost, Lincoln's
laughter over this description of the
miiltary checker-player who is always
promising & declsive move and finally
makes it only to give away the whole
n Stanton so much that he
poured forth a torrent of profanity
subsaquently in his private office over
the imbecility of & man who was able
to “laugh at & funeral” A friend told
Lincoin of Stanton’s language. and he
sald In substance, with great gravity
and earmestness of manner:

“Yes, they all, from Stanton down,
say that I am a shallow, heartless
eynle, because I tell stories and read
these humorous sketcheg of Orpheus C.
Kerr and Artemus Ward, but I tell you.
my friend, during that terrible Winter
of 1862 and the Spring of 1863, which
Include our awful repulee at Freder-
foksburg and Hooker's costly defeat at
Chancellorsville, I seldom closed my
eyes at night, thinking of the suffering
and sacrifice of our brave boys in the
Army, and the grief and anxlety of the
people behind the Army. 8o severe was
the stress of my feellngs, because of
my great responsibllity and because of
the gloomy outlook of the dreadful
Winter and Bpring, when It was black
defeat at the East and bloody, barren,
blundering vietory at the West, that 1
believe I would have become o helpless
victim to melancholia, to the point of
mental paralysis, had it not been for
my native gense of humor, which en-
abled me to find occasional relief and
distraction for my surcharged sensibil-
ity and Intense anxiety. They made me
Izugh in spite of myself, and helpad to
maintain the fleeting serenity of mind
and tottering sanity of my soul"

This was the substance of Lincoln's
explanation and defense of his hablit of
taking refuge In humorous anecdote
and mirth-provoking eatire from the
gloomy pressure and stress of terrible
events. Poor Newell never fulfilledshis
early promise; he became the husband
of a beautiful and gifted woman of

lite, the actress Adah Isaacs

Menken, and his married life was short
and unfortumate. Since the Clvil War
he had done nothing worthy of his first
fame, and for many years had lived in
obscurity. His memory wlill only be
rescued from complete oblivion because
it iz part of Lincoln's history that he
found rellief from sorrow and mental
health for disaster in reading the
“Mackerel Brigade" lettars of Orpheus
C, Kerr. Compared with Dooley of our
day, Newell was utterly Inferlor in
of wit and subtlety of humor,

. Do would have been lost in
days of Civil War, for the people
in° too/ grim & mood for such

We cen laugh with Dooley over
small, distant war lilke that with
Spain and In the Philippines, but in a
great clvil war that came home to our
doors we would not tolerate a Mr,
Daocley with any more patience than
we endured the brutal cyniclsm of
Brick Pomeroy, who wrote of Lincoln's
murder that “"Old Abe went up like a
rocket and came down like the stick.”

gl’
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SUICIDE AND SANITY.

An officer in an Austrian Hussar regl-
ment has killed himself because of hu.
miliation at the loss of his ear, which
a drunken brother officer had slashed
off with his saber. This sudden act of
self-destruction was not due to insan-
ity, for the sulcide had just proved his
sanity by shooting twice with his re-
volver at the cruel, drunken fool who
had #o heartlessly mutilated him, He
took his life probably because he had
been educated In & school of “military
honor™ which made |t impossible for
him to hold up his head among his fel-
lows after enduring such an Injury.
The incldent is of Itself trifling, save
as an [llustration of how slight a thing
may provoke one apparently sane man
to take his life, while other natures
counld not be driven by any degree of
mental or moral torture to an act of
self-destruction. The differéence of de-
cislon under such circumstances would
largely turn upon a question of tem-
perament, early educatlon and environ-
meut. While It is difficult to conoceive
of an officer of the American Army de-
liberately alashing off a brother offi-
cer's ear in a At of drunken bravado,
It g still more diffieult to thlak of an
American-bred man being driven to
suicide In consequence of so gross a
mutilation,

An American officer very llkely would
have shot his assallant to death on the
spot; guleide from humlliation he cer-
tainly would not have committed, even
if he had spared his drunken comrade’s
life, but in foreign armlies there seams
to be a code of milltary etiquette which
eflucates an officer under certaln oir-
cumstances to sulcide, £0 much fa the
capacity to commit sulcide a matter of
temperament that the sulclde of a Fred-
erick of Prussla, or of a Napoleon, un-
der ndverse circumstances, would not
excite any surprise, It would be the
logical thing for a man of utterly self-
ish ambition, who had risen very High,
to do when he had fallen very low with
no hope to rise again. But the suiclde
of a Hampden, a Cromwsll, a Wash.
ington, would be a surprise. It would
be 80 much the unexpected thing that
we ghould suspect genuine lnsanity,
for all these men stood for something
far higher and nobler than self, and all
was not lost if defeat, capturs or death
ensued. But to men of low alm, selfish
purpose and unscrupulous personal am-
bitien suleide would be the natural
thought when defeated, because with
the material prizes of life gone, life was
no longer worth llving, They. are ke
misera parted from thelr goid, and sul-
cide is the natural refuge of such fell
apirita.

There may seem to be small cholcg in
sulcides, but It Is neither logleal nor hu-
mane to treat with comparative (en-
derness the memory of & person who
committed sulcide because of loss of
property and worldly honors and then
to sneer at a sulcide as especlally con-
temptible because he died of grief for
a woman. To & man of refinement and
reflection, while & decent, sober young
fellow who died because he had lost hls
best girl would in no sense be a hero,
nevertheless, other things belng equal,

there would be a greater feellng of ten-

derness for his memory than for the
fellow who took his life, yelling Ilke
Shylock chiefly for his lost ducats, The
man who weakly dies for so impalpa-
ble a thing as the lost love of a woman
is probably at least as humane a per-
#80n as the man who dies just because
he has jost his dollars. A dollar can be
won that is quite as good as the dollar
loat, but one woman unfortunately is
not just as good as anotheér to many
men aot otherwlse weak, wicken or
worthless. England’s greatest naval
hero made a fool of himself for a
worthless, vulgar woman, and probably
would have promptly committed suicide
it he had lost her in time of peace, In
war time his passionate patriotiam and
intense thirst for glory might have di-
verted his mind from self-destruction,
Montaigne, a great French writer of
the gixteenth century, defended sulcide,
and even eo calm and judiclal & mind
as Goldwin 8mith in our day does not
distinctly argue that sulclde |s a &in
but rather that it is a grept weakness
and folly, But the greatest moral phil-
osopher of antiquity, Socrates, and the
greatest moral phllosopher of modern
times, Shakespeare, always speak of
suiclde as & sin, a transgression of tha
divine law. Sentimental writers of both
sexes jdeallze the suleide not seldom as
the world's crippled, wounded and
beaten—

Whose youth bore ne fiower on Its beanches;
Whose hopes burned In sahes away:
From whose hands slipped the prize they haa

Frasped at;

Who stood at the dylng of day

Unloved, . mlone.

But this s not the philosophy of the
grand old Greek who held sulclde to be a
transgresaion of the divine law of ocur
maoral belng which forblds any man to
dodge his duty by committing an mect
of the grossest mora| cowardice. Boe-
rates deemed sulcide a sin “because we
are placed on earth as soldiers at a
post, and we ought not to quit our sta-
tlon without permission from the gods.™
The obligation to makes the best of
himself within the possibilltles of moral
conquest, endurance and accretion we
call character Is felt by all men of con-
sclence, and sulclde Is the violation of
this obligation by the evaslon of the
burdens, discipline and responsibilities
of life. Socrates and Bhakespeare both
felt that suicide was a sin, since It Is
In violation of the divine volce within
we call conscléence, Bhakespeare
makes the dJdesperate, love-distracted
young Romeo *“shake the yoke of In-
auspicious stars from this world-wear-
fed flesh,” but he makes the sober-
minded Brutus talk of suicide under
protest, saylng:

1 4o And it cownrdly and vile,
For fear of what might fall. mo to ent
The term of life: holding myself with patience,

To siay the providence of thost high powers
That govern us below.

“Our Imperiled Sabbath” was one of
the themes presented yesterday to the
conslderation of the “Leaguers” now in
convéntion in Ban Francisco. It was
conceded by the minister who presented
the theme that the churches are los-
ing ground upon this polnt. and he
urged every one present to make “Sab-
bath observance one of the distinguish-
ing marks of Christianity.” Since
doubtless all present, except perhaps
press reporters, were strict observers
of the Sabbath, the appeal will be as
bootless a= are the stereotvped exhor-
tationa of the good women of the W. C.
T. U, to their members in convention
assembled to lives of temperance and
sobriety. The Balvation Army Improves
upon, this method of reform endeavor
by carrying whatever message ¢ hae
to people who need it. That Is to say,
“it calls not the righteous, but sinners,
to repentance.”

A movement has begun In Italy for
the restoration of the death penalty for
murder, which ls now punished by soli.
tary confinemnt of the most cruel de-
scription. The punishment of solltary
confinement has existed in Italy for ten
years, and the general opinion is that it
Is infinitely worse than death. Officlal
figures show that of every 100 convicts
so punished 17 commit sulclde and 19
g0 mad. Previous to the abolitlon of
capital punishment only 22 of every 100
murderers condemned were actually
executed. Of the three anarchist assas-
#ins who attempted the life of the late
King Humbert and were sentenced to
solitary confinement, two are manlacs,
while the murderer of Humbert has
committed sulcide.

Norman J, Colman, Sscretary of Ag-
rioculture under President Cleveland,
sAays the drouth has caused more losses
to the farmers of Missourl than “all of
the devastation, the burning and sack-
ing and pillaging of the four years of
the Civil War." He says that in all of
his fifty years of residence in Missour]
he has “never known such deplorable
conditlons among the farmers through-
out the state as exist at this time"
Might it not be possible to Induce &
goodly numbér of the people of Mis-
souri to turn their faces from this
black pleture to the blooming fields and
prosperous conditions of our Northwest
Pacific States?

The Philippine Commission shows
the highest wisdom In relegating back
to mllitary rule such pertions of the
archipelsgo as have proved themselvea
unfitted for civil government. Having
seen their mistake, the Commissioners
are prompt to correct It. But neither
thelr frankness nor thelr wisdom wiil
attract the observation of the antl. All
he cian see In the news will be occaslon
for hilerity that the insurrection is not
over, and that with good luck the ban-
dits will be able to kill a few more
Americans,

At Duncansvlile the noen-union miners
sennt word (o Shalfer asking If they
shouldn't strike. The answer was that
they might If they were organized, and
thelr Immediate prayer was for some-
body to come over and organize them.
All of which casts a somewhat, lurid
Ught upon the pious pretenses of the
trust magnates that all they were con-
tending for was for protection of the
non-unlon men against the emissaries
of organigation,

Mr. Morgan avows that the only basly
of the strike llef in sentimental reasons
of the strikers. "That 8, they want thelr
union recognized. But is It & sentimen-
tal or other sort ofyreason that impeis
the stesl kings to deny that recogni-
tion? ™ Bentiment, Mr. Morgan, has
played a not Inconspleuous figure In
more than one war, political as well as
Industrial. It is a thing., however for-
elgn to trust circles, not to be reckoned
without,

Bryan ls determined to force a third
ticket in Ohlo, which means, in all
probability, Republican success. It
tends to corrogborate the wild tals that
Bryan has always been in friendly un-
derstanding with Hanaa. If Bryan
really wants to do the best thing for his
party and himself, he will come out for
the Columbus platform and harmony,
and profess a willingness to serve In the

WHERE ROLLS THE OREGON.

Onece In a while we hear It dropped In
charter discuspion that we cannot in jus.
tice hind the future with franchises more
than A generation long. But if long
franchises are not advisable It iz for roa-
sons of expediency and public economy.
The notion that one generation has no
right to bind a succeeding one i about
as old as Mount Hood, and llke that
mountain hes spent Its voleanle force.
Although Jefferson shared in the notion,
the Constitution of the United States has
been the fundamental lnw for sevaral gen-
erations, and will be for many more.
Although the generation which framed
the Oregon constitution has nearly passed
away, we govern ourseives by the same
instrument. The Mugna Charta, the
charters of the Stuarte to the American
colonfes, the Petitlon and Bill of Right,
and many other Instruments ail bear o
strong Influence on the present. The gen-
eration which founded the Clty of Fort-
land tled It down to this one spot with-
out consuiting us whether we wanted it
f mile more to the morth or mouth. {3
preseribed that we should travel by the
lines of Washington and Morrison streets,
although we might have chosen easler
Erades. We have left to our descendanta
the legney of a eity hall and water deht.
Our grandfathers have left to us in his-
tory the laws of natlons and the greatest
facts of sclence, which we must aceept
whether we would or not. Moet {mpor-
tant of all, they have bound ua L0 express
ourselyes according to certaln rules of
Frammar and by recognized words and
ldlome, If It 18 not right to bind the
future our fathers and ourselves are un-
Just and history s @ tale of injustice of
one gengration to another. We agree,
however, that legaclies from the past are
positively prizes, else we should have no
steam engine, no electric battery and no
means of interchanging |deas, The char-
ter now In framing will be a product of
erxperience, just as all things grow out
of the past. It will be granted by the
state to the corporation of Portland for
&n IndefNnite period, and If wisely made
will be binding on future generations, If
1t Is economic and expedient for the clity
to (ssue a frunchise for W or 100 years, It
is wise, whethar Houssetin lvad or nat,
But it {s probably not expedient, and
for this reason the term of franchises will
be made much less.

L] -
.

Certaln soclallata think that desire of
honor 1o a greater passion than greed of
galn. In thelr political system they would
make the first distinetion the sole re-
ward of superior talent. The most ra-
tional of the socialstle school reallze
that the inefficlent many must be direcled
by the efMcfent few, and that the few
must be distingulshed for merit. They
think that greed Is losing its power, and
that the Institution of wealth therefore
may be supplanted Aa eovidence they
ndduce the many public benefactions of
rich men. The flaw in this evidence la
that greed is satisfled only by the getting
of wenlth, and the mors a greedy man
glves away themore he geta and will have,
Carnegle's greed is more Insatinte from
his gifts. He prefers (¢ get the money
before he gives It away, and not to glve
It to hia steelworkers In wages., because
then he would not get It The value of
Carnegle's service to the steel Industry ls
unchallenged, nor ls it doubted that his
workmen have been benefited by him.
But those people who find enjoyment In
Itbraries are 4 select few, and the steel
warkmen are victims of Injustice In hav-
Ing to contribute to the pleasure of those
few, DBesidea, part of what Carnegle
galned from a taril he |8 giving away to
a forelgn country. It & ynfortunate for
the present political system that his greed
is 80 ineatiate. Yet this s no argument
far soclalism. Soclalists yet have to
prove that Carnegle's rare powers would
hiave been called forth by mere rewanlds
of “honor,” that hla compensation ls out
of proportion with his service; that his
workmen have not received benefits from
his prosperity; that they could get along
better without him: and that his achleve-
ment Ja 2o commonpiace that it can be
repeated on and on Indefinitely. They
have also to show that medais and pleces
of ribbon nre more potent means to at-
talnment of honor than is wealth, for un-
le=s they do so, soclalists, by muaking hon-
or a motive, Introduce into thelr own sys-
tem the necessity of wealth, Wealth la
elmply a means to power and distinetion,
and would be equaliy so in socinilsm. Thus
far Carnegie and other rich men show by
thelr conduct that only the reward of
wealth can engage thelr talente,

The assertion has beén thrown out sev-
erni times In charter meetings that cor.
porations are abundantly able to care for
thelr gwn Interests. This declarntion has
happened in discusslon of franchise ques-
tions, The statement may have truth,
but It Is beside the point. The rights of
the people are "sacred,” to be sure, but
equally so ara thoase of corporations, Quite
proper is it that privileges of capital
ghould be hedged, yet our zeal should
not overreach itself. When we are put
on our guard agalns=t gresd or eapltal [t
ia by reports from the East. When we
are peranaded into the notlon that strest-
onr companies are abusing the publie It 1s
by examplées from Eastern citles, Chi-
cago and St Louls companies may not
have done thelr functions with consclence,
but this does not argue that Portiand
companies misuse or will misuse their
franchises. Bealdes, Portland compnnies
will not have the opportunities of East-
ern companles for many years to mis-
use the publie, and even (f° they should
do it on a reiatlve scale, the public would
not be put to corresponding Inconvenlencs,
Ourn’ lo a far Western eity, and in the
Eastern viaw is hardly more than “jitile
potatoes,” Eastern capital has thou-
sands of other places of Investment be-
sldes Portland. ' Every loyal citizen rec-
ognizes that we must encourage capllal
to coma hers, even though the publlc maw
auffer some i{nconvenience. When this
city has accumulated large amounts of
capital and has become thereby indepen-
dent and self-sufficient as are New York,
Chlcago and Philadelphin, then will be
time enough to apply severe checks and
balances to corpor~tions. We are now
in no danger of suffering from corpora-
tions, and If we were we should be gind
of 1. Capital may be as able to conserve
ita rights aa are tha people to conperve
theirs, but this is not a matter for agl-
tatlon at present.

. »
L]

Now that we are about to undertake a
project for free swimming bathe, !t may
be in place o polnt out one or two 4iM-
ctilties, This i= done, however, without
the alightest desire to hamper the enter-
prises. Free swimming baths will in-
creass the number of swimmers, but prob-
ably will not decrease the number of
drowninge. It Is granted that the bathe
must be In one place, either in the eity or
the river. Wherever they may be the
location must be near the center of town,
for i elsewhere they will not be accessi-
ble to outiylng districts. But &0 will
not go very fur toward the project, if the
bathse are establleshed on shors In the
heart of town. A bathhouse several years
a0 was bullt In the river. If this prece.
dent s followed a werious objection will
arise. The river in the city Is 8o con-
taminated by sewage In Bummer that
many parents wil be unwiliing to let
their children bathe In 1t. If the batha
are established In South Portland, where
the river ks purs enough, North Portland
sod Alblna boys will hardly ever
go to i Any ‘man who has been n
boy knows that boye will not go any dis-
tance under a torcld sun for a swim when
other water Is nearer. JIndeed, it Is rea-
sonable to say that wherever the baths
are boys on a warm day will go to thaly
own place. As sald above, these difficul.
ties Are suggestsfl not to obstruct the
bathhouse projert, but to encourage thor-
ough discussion of the enterprise,

- -
- -

The Governor of Kansas set apart July
2l as a day of prayer for raln, Does this
prove or only indlcate that the Lord did
not wang to be boted July 217

SLINGS AND ARROWS,

The Knocker,
You may put your whole soul In your work
it you will,

But the vuice of the knocker will follow you

min;

Yeu may jabor frem dawn tll the stars rise
at night,

You may iry o Ireat avery one Justly and
right;

Tou may fray out your nerves dolng that
which you ought

But the knocker will bring all your efforis ta
naught.

What you have accomplished will give him no
panse,

With an eye microscsple he'll plce out the
Bawns,

I¥ syou've palnted a picture that's won you

falr lame,

The knocker will polnt at & serateh on the
frams;

If you's» written & story that's brought you
renown,

At its leneth or Its brevity he's sure to frown:
1f you've been pliing bricks: with s manner
elwte
He'll tall your employsr you've not piled Lhem
v straight:
If you quietly give to the nesdy and poor,
He'll sny that you seelks notorfety, sure.

Hs always Is busy with othery’ affaire,
Your errors o him are the gravest of cares,
And whatever omissions he happens acroes
He'll haeten to tell to the ears of the boss.
The moat in your eve he so often has ahown
He's completely forgotten the beam 'nm his
own,

And he never ean see, far his «yes are so small,
It's hlmself he is knocking the hardest of sl

At the Ball Game,

“Yes” sald the one In the white hat
with the large blue pompon, "I know all
about the game, for Tom explained It all
out to me the last tims he took me. and
Il tell you all about it a0 you can know
when they make the plays.”

“What is it they call the dlamond?" in-
quired the one with tha blue sun um-
brella.

“It l=n‘t the diamond; it's the diamonds.
The dlamonds are thess cunning little
squares on the programme we just bought;
you see they're shaped llke diamonds, You
make all kinds of funny Uttle signs n
them and all around them to show you
which side (s winning and how they are
doing It. Tom is golng to teach me about
it when he has a fow days off, he says ™

“Ix that the umplre, sitting there on the
bench?™*

“No, the umplre (s the man here in the
lttle box in the grandstand. He holds a
VEry dangerous positlon, Tom says, for
when one side loses o game through his
fault they are very lkely to shoot h¥n,
He just puts marks down, and when they
make an Inning he puts & round elicle
down."

“Well, who iIs the man who keeps shout.
Ing ‘Sirike one’ and other things lke
that™*

“That's the captain: he shouts that way
50 as the umpire will know what to put
down. Me'll go out there in the center
of the yard pretiy soon. When he gets
to shouting the wrong way, Tom says, the
cateher will hit him If he can reach him,
g0 when he {sn't telling the truth about
the strikea and things he goes out |nto
the middie of the yard, whers the catcher
can’'t reach him.”

“Which ia the catcher™*

“He's the lttle fellow In knlckerbockers
who runs up and catchen the bats when
the players throw them away., He's a
very lmporiant player, for |f one of the
bats touches the ground, the striker Ia
out.™

“What do you mean by out™"

“Why, out is when he does something
that keeps him from playing any more
In the game., When thres men are out
a side ls out, and then the game has to
stop, or else they have to choose up over
agaln and begin & new game.'"

“Does that often happen?™

“No, not often, but sometimes It doen,
Tom says that when a game Is out thas
way the audience s out, too, but I don't
fust exactly know what he means by
that.”

“YWhy is that man running so hardT"

“He has to run, or they'd throw the
ball at him. When a man is on one of
those bhags they can throw the ball at
him whenever they want to, and so he
just watches them, and when he sees the
man In the middle of the yard, who has
the ball s0 much, start to throw It at
him, he runs 25 hard as he can®

“How do they make a score?”

“You mean ap inning. An ioning s
when a man hits the ball and another
minn catches It, and then throws It o
this man down here, and this man throws
it to that tall man, and the tajl man
throws It to the man up close to the
grandstand, and he makes it bounce 10
the man over there. ItU's awfully sasy to
understand when you bhave it expiained
all out to you.”

“What are they chesring about?™

“Phey do that to encourage the umplire,
Sometimes In the middie of the game he
gets afrald that the players are golng to
make trouble for him, and stops umplring.
They cheer him that way so's to keep m_s
spirits up, for Tom says they c-c:}tldnl.
have any game without the umpire.

It must be awfally nice to know so
much about the game, dut I should 1hlnli5
it would be dreadful to remember It all,

"Oh, IUs easy, ['ve only been to one
game, and I know all about It 3-n\?lm.
You just watch a while and you'll be

to understand lt, toe™
n:: the man who overhenrd them walked
away ho wondered If Ananlas could get
another job when Tom went to his just

reward.

A Lullaby.
You go to sleep, FOURg fallen,
This ain't no time of day
To set up stralght an’ solemm,
An' stare around that way.
. Them mwoonbeams on the carpat
Aln't nothin® you can git,
Them's just to. show the angels
Has got thelr candles Mt
You want ‘sm? Well, tomorTow
I'll git "em. ef they keep,
Put now it°s pearly marnio’,
Bo you jus’ go o sleep.

Noo sir' You can’t be hungry,
You nesdn't Jerk so’ fret,
I'm certain sure it wamm't
An hour sense you el
Thers aow, 1 ketched you smilin’,
You liitie mascal. Bhame!
To try o work your daddy
With such & low-down game
No. pever mind explorin’]
You ain't no call to creep;
You stay here an’ be gquiet,
An' try an' go to skesp

You see tham stars out yonder?
Wall, all o' them is oyes
That b'langs to litlle angels
"Way up thers in the skies,

An' all them little angels
Aln't got a thing to do
But jus’ set up In Heaven
An’ keep them eyos on YOm
They Il see your eyes wide opem,
An' starin’, when they peep
In throigh the window at you,
You better go to slesp.

1 don’t know what you'rs sayin’,
Your lingo's Gresk 0o me,
Put you know what I tell you,
That's easy fur to ses;
An” I'm juy® gfitin® tired
¢ rockin®’ you all night.
A wlkin® while you listen,
A =nilin' with delight.
I eot ta work LomorTow,
An’ ‘tain’t fur you to keep
Me up all night a tryin’
To make you g0 1o sleep,

There, thers, now, don't feel that way,
I jus' soon do It, Ges!
1 know thers ain't nobody
To love you “ceptin’ me.
You set ap all you want to,
You needn’t close an eye,
Fur dad i»s mighty sorry
He made hin baby ery.
You oesd your ma, pare feller,
But she's 2 iytn' desp
Baneath the trees out yonder:
There' there, now go io

sleep.
J. J. NMUONTAGUE




