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The Camera's Use Afield,
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received a great im-
the last few years through
the use of the camers In the fiell Em-
ployed in this way, it afferds not only a
pleasing p encournges the
clogest stud { coneiderable sclen-
tific value. But the thousands who
use the camera comparatively few
ploy It for any valuable purpose.
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Much
time is spent and effort made by the am-
nteur photograjplier what has been
,termed  “reminiscent photography™—in
the taking of scenes nnd views of only
momeniary Inlerest. Thie serves as an
amusement, but It cannot compare in in.
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terest with the gathering n
pictures of Nature's creatures
nutivs mts. The faseination of getting
a picture of 2 bird in Itz wild state s
something thatl not many people have ex-
peris succeamful, It requires
a knowledge of birds and a close study
of thelr waye and babits,

The successful bird-photographer must,
of course, porsess a good camera, with a
firat-cinss, rapld, rectillnear lens, and
knowledge of s use,
climbing-irons, cte., are also necessary, for
woarking In the treee or among the cliffs
A ladder, hatchet and nalls often save
considerable time in the woods. A small
green tent, or some method of hiding, is

need: o he
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Nantural Regulaltes,
The greatest natural requisites are a
big store of patience and perseverance,
a good eye and a leve] head. Without

Ereat patience, lttle ean be accomplished, |

Some birds are friendly and unsusplclous,
but many are shy and wild and can only
be photographed by using some skillful
device for hiding and, perhaps, by wait-
ing a long time for the coveted opportu-
nity. Many birds nest In the wildest
places—high up in the trees, among the
cliffs of the mountains, or on the rugged
rocks off the senshore—but there sre few
nests that ocannot be photographed, If
the photographer has the proper requi-
eltes, a true love for the study and a de.
sire for natural history plcture-making.

The difficulties of getting a good bird
picture nre exceedingly numerous, but
the ablility to overcome the many ob-
stacles and securs a true representation
of the bird In itn wild state places a true
value upon the reeults and glves the
subfect Ite fagcination. Natiure has pro-
vided her creatures with wonderful pro.
tection as to coloring, and the camera
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{ Is 2tterly Incapable of showing same birds
{ to any advantage, able back

ground ¢an be secure £ 1tk i
culty of background., there is alw
equal one of getting the proper
the proper tirme. In a time exposure, the
subject often mokes some siignt move at
& critical moment and the plate,

Some Guesswork,

In order to catch a bird In a good posi-
tion, one often does nmot have a chanoe
of focusing., but has to do conslderable
gueszwork. Bometlmes the camera Is fo-
cused on the place where the bird 18 ex-
pected ta return, for example, a
perching place or feeding ground: or, (f
it be during the nesting season, the nest
Is then the best place to get a focus and
walt far the bird’s return. In eases whers
the bird is shy, a pleture may sometimes
be secored by setting the ymera and
covering it all except the lens with green
branches, nnd then using a long hose und
bull attachment.

It s early June, and thess are the rar-
est of all days L#t%'s take a ramble
through the field or woodland, or, better
| still. down through the grove by the old
pond. Everything has nwakened to new
life. We turn our condensing glass upon

the bird world and recognize all the old
friends of former years

There is the eame old woodpecker—the
red-shafted flicker—on the wmide of the
dead stump,. He smd_ua:!)- climba to the
top, peeping around at us from the oppo-
site s=ide of the tree, and his loud eall
of “'‘cheer-up! cheer-up!" echoes through
the trees and over the pond and seems to
awaken everything Into joyous response.
All through the Winter's seanson of snow
and raln he romained here, for he Is a
loyal Oregonlan, and refuses to migrate
with the other birds. Hut his food sup-
ply ran Jow during the cold weather, and
we now see him digging his dally supper
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then made with a mirror re-
A mirror

often comes In handy for focusing In the

| treetops, or for reflecting the light Into

and courtship, and his accoptance ks as- |

sured, for In the top of the old dead
stump, just st the edge of the pond,
the beginning of a new nesting wite

A few days more, and the home
been completed. Both birds are seen not
far from their new residence, enjoying a
happy rest after their hard labor. Home
cares will soon begin, for every day a
clear, pinkish-white egg s lald on a bed
of soft, dry woed, untll the nest contalns
soven white treasures. Fondly the mother
cares for these, while the father calls his
words of cheer continuaily from some tall
tree, or hunts for the dally food. Often
he takes his turn at Incubating the eggs
and caring for the house.

household, but a pleture of the Interior
wiil make a valuable addition to the ecol-
lection, because the nest of thls bird is
often In a much harder place to photo.
graph, and If a HHttle care be exerted,
there 'Is no danger of the birds deserting
the nest.

The morning of a clear day was select-
ed, so that the light would be sufficient,
Ascending the tree and examining the
nest by the ald of a little pockat mirror,
the eggs were found to be placed a fool
and a balf below the entrance. On the
opposite slde from the entrance, and on &

is |

has |

It may seem too bad to disturb such a !

] many

& dark nest.

Difficult Photozraphy.
was all that two of us could do to
reinin our position in the tree top where
the flckers had theilr nest and hold the
camera out at the proper distance, on a
hord line, a little nbove the nest,

It
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| The 'exposure was necessarlly very short,

and wseveral pintes were used, each In
slightly differing positions, so ns to get a
good view of the eggs. Fitting back the
artificlal window and fastenlng It se-
curely, the mother soon had the pleasure
of returning to her eggs, apparently un-
mindfil of the change the home had un-
dergone. .

After one or two more visits to the
scene of operations, we could tell that the
stump contained a thriving family, by the
store of worms that the old birds con.
tinuslly carried to the nest. By knock-
ing on the stump and placing the ear
close, you could hear the buszzing nolse
that the voungsters made. It did not take
days of feeding for the ltile fel-
lows to develop and feather out. They
had one medl a day, and that lasted from
dawn il dark; in the meantime, they
slept and grew. It wane a busy season
for the old birds.
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up the side of their wooden home and
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I remember once #e¢ing a boy ciimb to
a woodpecker's hole who fa-
millar with this He wia so de-
ceived by the buzzing that he Jumped
about ten feet to 1 his
to escape from the swarm of bees that he
sald wan Insde. [ have no doubt that
animals are sometimes Kept from disturb-
ing young woodpeckers by 1
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A Family Party.

Removing from t lttle
log cabin, what a scene presented |taelf!
There was a whole family of full-grown |
birds. We took out ons of the lttle fel-
lows, but he did not llke the idea.of Jeav-
Ing the nest at first. Young blrds are (n-
stinetively afrald of man, but, with a
Httle eare and patience, they can be tamed
very readily
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Good Negntives Secured.

light began to fall the critical
and the exposure had to be longer.
Many plates were spolled, In iIrying to
K=t a good pleture, but patlence was
finally rewarded and a couple of good neg-
ntives

The
time,
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of the bird group were
little houschold clearly {Hustrated
the fittest survive among the birds.
of the family were large and strong
and generally secured the llon's share of
the food, the other two took what the
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Rufous Homming-Birds,

of the pleasan t a most Inter.
estlng work of the bird photographer ls
gathering of humming-bird pic-
tures This lttle creature that seems
more a gem or a blossom on pin-
fons" than a mere bird, bullds where it
can be photographed to good advantage,
in bushes, not
The bird s qulite
and In the sur-
roupding wuods and ravines. Many of
them bulld their homes in the yards
about town, often selecting a convenient
spot in a bush or vine about some plazea,
goes In the sun-
flash of a

a series

“like

nests being generally
the ground.

Portland

it=

common about

Here, as It comes and
light, It seems more ke the
diamond than anything else.

Fond of the company of human beings,

| the |tttle hummer can be made very tams

by ane who seeks bird friendas, The mala
bird of thiz neighborhood has & clana-
mon red body, with a flery red gorget,
while its mate Is plalner-coloredd., A fa.
vorite nesting site with them is on the
= of a bank, whare a little bush over.
hangs. I have found them [requently in
rallroad cuts, & few feet from the track
of & passing traln or electric car. They
pay no attention to the trains, for they
soon learn that, with all the nolse, thers
is no accompanying harm.

Humming-Bird Nests,
nest that was photographad was
In & wild blackberry bush, under
n raliroad trestle. This nest, on tha out-
pide, was coversd with green lichens, =o
as to conceal It and make It look liks
the surrounding bushes; the Interior had
a soft lining of cotion, Even this white
lining and the two little white eggs were
hardly noticeabie among the clusters of
white blossomas that covered the vine,
Nesis of this kind are not often found,
except by the careful obmserver, but, by
wirtehing the bind, It will often lead you to

One

{Conciuded on Page Thirty.)




