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I RISBANE, Australia,
March 28. There are
now less than 60.000 ab-

origines left in Aus-
tralia, and of these
20,600 are In the State
of Queensland, where
this letter Is dated. I
saw no natives in Tas-
mania. There are only

535 in the State of Victoria, and only
about 8000 in New South Wales. South
Australia has been less developed than
the eastern states, and it has 23,000, while
the vast desert regions of "Western Aus-
tralia are said to have something like
6000.

These .figures of course, are not ab-

solutely acurate. The aborigines live in
the wilds, and, in the vast regions of un-

explored Australia no one can tell how
many there are. The only pure natives
I haVe seen were in some of the towns
along the northeast coast of Queensland,
and my Information comes largely from
travelers, explorers and the colonial gov
ernments. Many of my photographs have
been furnished by the governments of
Queensland and New South Wales, from
the collections taken by the official ex-

plorers.
The "Blacfc Fellows."

The people here call the aborigines
"blacks" and "black fellows."' They
sometimes use the word "negro," but the
few natives I have seen were chocolate
brown, rather than black. Their hair
was curly, but not woolly, and they had
not the thick lips nor the very flat noses
of the African. Some of the aborigines
are quite fine looking; they are straight
and d, although generally lean
and scrawny.

In Townsvllle I saw a native girl about
18 years old who looked more like a mu-
latto than a negro. She had high cheek
bones, a slightly receding chin and a big
.mouth, and her hair was glossy, smooth
and fine. Still she was by no means bad
looking for a "gin," and would have
passed muster In a mixed crowd of col-
ored people from our Southern states.

This girl wore European clothes. In
the Interior parts of north Australia the
natives wear no clothes whatever. Both
men and women go naked, or at best
have only a few ornaments in their hair,
noses and ears, with perhaps a string
or two about the waist. In northwestern
Queensland the natives se belts of hu-
man hair during certainceremonles, and
they often stripe their bodies with paint.
They sometimes have grass necklaces and
strings of opossum skins about their
shoulders. They tie bands about their
hair to keep it from falling into their
eyes, and lor the same reason soak It
with fat or clay.

Fond of Grease.
Hair grease i Is everywhere profusely

used, and it is not uncommon for a na-- A

tlve to give himself a coat of fish oil
whenever he can get it. This envelopes
him In a rancid eraell which is very of
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fensive to Europeans. The methods of
hairdressing vary. The hair is often
bound up with cloths, and the knuckle
bones of the kangaroo are so fastened to
it that they hang down over the ears; in
some parts kangaroo teeth are fastened
to the forelocks, so that they hang down
and rest on the forehead .between the
eyebrows. t

About Port Darwin, in Northwestern
Australia, the men and women use nose
pins, some of which are ten Inches long.
The nose is pierced in the center, and,
being pulled down, these pins are thrust
through so that they stand out for five
Inches on each side the nostrils. Some
of the pins are made of turkey bones and
others of kangaroo or emu bones. Some-
times parrot quills are used, the bright-colore- d

feathers extending out on each
side the nostrils. Some of the natives
pierce their ears, using kangaroo bones
as plugs.

Among the queer forms of ornamenta-
tion are the scarring and cutting of the
body. Nearly every native has more or
less scars upon him, and the bigger the
scars the better they like it. f I refer to
ornamental scars, for many of the worn- -
en are scarred Dy tne punishments In- -
nictea upon tnem oy tneir nusoanas.

Scara as Ornaments.
As to the ornamental scarring, this is

done as a matter of beauty. The skin Is
voluntarily cut with flints or shells, pow
dered charcoal Is dusted in and the
wounds are kept open for months. When
they heal they leave ridges on the body
as thick as your finger. These scars are
found on the back and chest, and on the
biceps muscles. They are sometimes on
the thighs and stomachs. Among other
tribes little pieces of skin are cut out to
make scars, the victims yelling with
pain during the operation.

As -- to the scars of the women, these
are often made by the men In way of
punishment. They look upon the women
as their slaves, and when angry club them
and cut them with their tomahawks and
spears. If the woman Is killed It makes
little --difference, for she Is looked upon
as the property of the man who supports
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so badly. The wife Is the plaything and
slave ofher husband. She has no rights
that any man is bound to respect, and if
caught away from home, any man may
maltreat her. As she Is sold
or given away by her father or brothers,
and after marriage she is a drudge and
slave.

llnnbands May. Lend "Wives.
The husband can lend or give his wife

away. He can forbid her speaking to any
other, man, and insome tribes she is not
allowed to exchange a word with her
grown-u- p brothers. She is often a bride
at the age of 10, and there are few native
girls who are not married before they
reach 16. There are, I am told, many
bachelors, but no old maids, for even an
ugly girl can work, and a man has the
right to as many wives as he can get. He
leaves all hjs work to his wives, and the
more Wives he has the richer he Is.

When a man dies his widows go to his
oldest brother, who can keep them or dis-
pose, of them, as he pleases. The elder
brother has the right to klve away "or
trade off his sisters, and the same right
belongs to the father, who often trades
the females of his family for wives for
his sons.

The native woman of Australia can't
complain that all the professions of her
tribe are not open to her. She does all the
work, from building the. house to getting
the food and nursing the baby. Most of
the Iribes are nomadic. They build little
shelters of bark or skins wherever they
camp, starting a new village at eacn
stopping place. In traveling the women
cany all the belongings of the family.
They are laden down like pack horses and
walk along, bent over, behind their
husbands, who, perhaps, carry nothing
but their boomerangs and clubs.

Does All the "Work..
As soon as they come to a new camp

the woman cuts the bark and builds the
hut. She then goes out and digs roots,
picks fruit and climbs the trees to chop
out the larvae of worms, which she cooks
for breakfast. She often carries her
child with her while at this work, laying
It on the ground as she digs. She cuts the
wood and carries the water, and when she
falls behind she is usually sure of a
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Intelligence they are said .to be as low as
any people of the world, and they live and
act more like animals than human beings.
Their food Is largely vegetable, Includ-
ing all sorts of roots. They thresh seeds
out of different kinds of grasses and col-
lect weeds which they eat as we do water
cress and lettuce. One of their favorite
dishes Is wild honey, which they find in
the hollow trees. They collect wild fruits,
and their bread is made of grass seeds
moistened and ground between stones into
a flour. This flour Is then made into
dough and eaten either cooked or raw.

Choice Tld-Blt- s.

Among the curious viands of which they
are rona are ants, worms ana snaices.
There are ants all over Australia, and
certain varieties of them are caught by
the aborigines. The native stands upon an
ant hill and stamps with his feet, where-
upon the ants run up his legs. After his
shanks are well coated he scrapes them
off and eats them. The larger kinds of
ants are roasted or dried in the sun.

Another delicacy is the beetle, which Is
consumed both in the worm or larva and
In the matured insect. The worms are
picked out of the rotten trees and cooked
In red-h- ashes. Foreigners who have
eaten them say they are not at all bad,
and that they look and taste much like
an omelet.

Snakes of all kinds are caught and
roasted, and also lizards, especially the
Iguana. The iguana is an enormous lizard.
It Is eaten through South America and
has flesh much like that of a young
chicken. Its eggs are a delicacy and are
greedily devoured by the savages.

The natives are also fond of grasshop-
pers and locusts. There are sometimes
swarms of the latter, when the women
gather them by the basketful and the peo-

ple have, a great feast. They first throw
the grasshoppers into the Are to burn off
the wings and legs, and then drag them
out and roast each grasshopper separately.
The flesh so prepared tastes not unlike
roasted chestnuts.

Hunters and Trackers.
The Australians telme that the natives

have more ability than Is generally sup-

posed. They show the evidence of reason- -
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Ing powers and are such, excellent hunters
and trackers that they are largely em-
ployed as such by the whites. Here, in
Queensland they take the place of blood-
hounds In slavery days. They can trail
anything. They follow criminals on horse-
back and almost invariably catch them.
There are now 121 guch men on the
Queensland police force, each of whom re-

ceives a salary of about 10 cents a day
and his food.

As hunters they catch the largest game
without firearms. They trap emus, hunt-
ing them with native dogs, driving them
into nets and catching them In pitfalls.
In the wilds the hunters station them-
selves near the water holes and wait until
the emu comes down to drink. They then
rig up a net across its path, drive it In,
and when It has become entangled, destroy
It with their spears, clubs or boomerangs.
They have a call by which they imitate
the voice of the emu, much as our moun-
taineers do that of the turkey in wild tur-
key hunting. The emu whistle is made by
pounding on a piece of hollow log In such
a way that it gives forth, a peculiar sound.
Sometimes a man wlllcover himself with
bushes and thus sneak upon the emu and
kill him.

Net Kangaroos and Birds
Kangaroos are caught In nets, and are

also run down with dogs and spears. The
natives trap birds of all kinds and In all
sorts of 'ways. They catch pigeons by
throwing nets over them as they sit about
the water holes. They the water
with bushes about their heads and sneak
upon the ducks and crahes which are
swimming there. They also catch fish
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with nets, and sometimes poison the water
with certain plants and capture the fish
as they rise to the surface. They catch
catfish by tramping through the streams
and getting the fish under their feet. In
such cases the native kills the fl3h by
biting deeply into its flesh Just back of
the head. Ho then throws it out upon the
bank, knowing that It will not wriggle its
way back Into the water and feels about
for more.

There Is no doubt that the Australian
aborigines are more or less cannibals. The
records show that they have always been
so, and that the eating of human flesh ex-

ists In some parts of Australia today. Carl
liumholtz, to whom I am indebted for
some of the information in this letter,
has written a book" entitled "Among the
Cannibals," picturing his travels through
the camps of the Australian aborigines.
The Government records also contain

of cannibalism.
About 12 years ago a man named Ed-

wards saw the natives roasting an Infant
in one of their ovens. Ho watched the
blacks open the body and begin eating
the fat, but the sight made him so faint
that .he was not able to continue his ob-

servations.

Prefer Blnclcs and Chinese.
IiUmholtz says the natives especially

like the flesh of a black man, and that
any sort of. a human being Is eaten as the
choicest delicacy. There are parts of this
state of Queensland where children who
die suddenly are roasted, and there are
proofs that native chllren have been
killed for food. In western Queensland
the flesh of the pure blacks is preferred,
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but half-cast- o children are roasted and
eaten. It Is said, however, that the peo-
ple do not: care for white man's flesh,
although they are by no means adverse to
a rare bit of Chinaman. There Is one In-

stance recorded of 10'Chinnmen being eat-
en at one dinner, and the statement is
made that the preference for such meat
over that of the white man is because the
white man eats animal food, while tho
Chinese confine themselves largely to rlco
and vegetables.

I bought several boomerange the other
day, paying about 50 cents apiece for
them. They are merely little flat bows
made of wood, each about two Inches
wide and from 20 Inches to a yard long.
They have a natural twist in them, and
are so shaped that, when thrown, they
return to the owner. The natives display
great skill In throwing them, but do not,
as I had supposed, use them to any ex-

tent as a weapon of war. For fighting
and for all heavy hunting they prefer
spears and lances.

They have spears which weigh as much
as four or five pounds and which ara
eight or nine feet in length. Some spearsi
are barbed with bone, flint or iron. Tho
natives throw them with great skill, and
are so treacherous Jn their use that tho1
explorer has to watch out that ho does
not receive a spear In his back. The
boomerang is sometimes used for killing
small birds, but it Is, to a large extent a
plaything.

Ghosts and Witch Doctors.
As far as I can learn, the aborigines

have no Great Father like that of our In- -
dlans, although they believe In a future
state and happy hunting grounds. They
have a great dread of ghosts and de-

mons, and think that certain places, such'
as caves and thickets, are haunted by
them. The have witch doctors who euro
their diseases, which they think come
from the spirits, xne doctors pretena
locate the demon, and they suck pi
of wood out of the body whero tho pi
is. They believe that most of their woe
are due to sorcery, and that certain men
can cause others to fall sick and die if
they so wish. They believe their medlclno
men can make rain, and hold them re-

sponsible for all their sufferings. They
have all sorts of charms to bring on and
ward off evil spirits, and of late have an.
nounced their belief that the white set-
tlers are dead natives come to life again,
and that they themselves will after death
again appear as white men.

The future state of the" aboriginal de-

pends largely on how he is burled, and
the men are very careful to inter their
dead after certain rites. As to the women
and children, they are of no account,
either dead or alive, and their remains
are usually rolled up In rugs or between
sheets of bark and thus burled. A woman
will often carry a dead child for a month
before she buries it, laying the body un-

der her head at night and sleeping on it,
notwithstanding the horrible odor.

Varyinjr Bnrlal Customs.
Tho men are usually bundled up before

burial. The knees of the corpso are
forced up to Its neck and tied there, the
arms are tied to the sides and the calves
forced up to the thighs and .there tied.
Then a rug or some pieces of bark are
fastened about the body, and It Is burled
three or four feet deep In the eand, a
mound covered with logs being erected
over It.

In other parts of Australia cremation
Is practiced, while In other sections the
dead bodies are dried before the Are until
they turn intc mummies. Some tribes lay
the dead out upon platforms in the trees
and allow tho birds t6 clean the bones.
Just as the Parsees do upon their Towers
of Silence at Bombay. After this the
bones are burled In the earth or dropped
into a hollow tree.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

SUNRISE IN JUNE.

How sweet It Is to wake and let anew
Xhe waking eye float o'er the silent steep.

When stars are fading; from the blushing: blue.
And 'Nature, with fold'd arms, still lies

asleep!
How sweet to watch It wake, when from afarl

I the east, 'neath heaven's glorious arched
brow.

The rising sun dims every little star.
And waking birds from every leafy, bough

"Welcome, with joyous song, the new bom day
The silver streamlet sudd'nly turns to gold,

Pine shadows are cast far along the way;
The wild beo sips the flower's Juice $et cold.

Deer seek the shade, and o'er the mountain
crest,

In haste, the owl retires to silent rest.
THOME L. DB FREITAS.


