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F all our holldays, the
Fourth of July is pre-
eminently Boy's day,
and the boy knows I
In fact, everybody is
brought to 2 keen real-
ization of the fact be-
fore the day i well
commenced. For a
long time before Its
advent he has been an-
ticipating nnd planning
for 1t He has cultl-
vated an exceptionally
winsing and accomma-
dating way 1n every
direction where it

=

in the shape of money for fireworks or
other ammunition. Pennies have long been
treasured for the purchase of noise-mak.
ing devices, for he must have big crack-

ers, almopst as nolsy as cannon;, mMANY
packs of gmall crackers to sel off under
{in cans or ‘Sarrels, tiny ones to make
folka jump. and torpedoes, pinwheels and
“spittin’ devile’ Gathered in the shade,
with knees dravin up to their
groups of youngaters discuss the achieve.
m.nts of thelr favorite heroes, announce
plans for the forthroming dJay, recount
the joys and triumphs of past celebra-
tions and argue the merits of colored fire
va. rockete. Maybe a toy pistol that has
mannged to survive the viclasitudes of a
whole year, in & boy's possession, and
coms out with a whole barrel and trig-
ger and half & handle, Is traded for a
few enrly firecrackers and an emply
cartridge ghell or two.

Our boy's dreams are filled with pro-
cessions of soldlers In blue uniforms, plc-
nics, firtig aovils, home-made mortars
and evening llluminations and fAreworks,
when maybe the dreamer shall be per-
mitted to hold a Roman candle while it
sends forth a fn;untx]n of flecting stars,
In fact, his plans for the day are so big
that one youngster entertalns grave
doubts if the day iteself will be long
enough for him to vent all the enthusi-
asm and patriotism bottied up within
him, and he would probably scho the sen.
timent of the little colored boy who, at
the close of & glorious Christmas celebra.
tion on the plantation, sighed:

Oh, what = bleasin' “tw'g'd a bin,

£f Banty had been borm & twinl

We'd hab two Christmuses & yeah,

Or p’rhaps one brudderd soitie hesn.

He world be thankful if Fourth of

might insplre reward |

chins, |

—

July, too, had been "born a twin'™ for
he feels equal to doing two days ample
Justice.

The windows In town where marvelous
dispinys of fireworks are made have great
attraction for boys thess prellminary days,
and they linger in small squads about
them, from the shape and color of the
varioua devices shown thereln, recogniz.
ing and pointing out favorites of previous
years. Perhaps one boy ventures in and
Iprlcu the goods; then another arrives
! who knows where they can be purchased
more cheaply, but he soon loses the prece-
dence which such superior knowledge
should give, when another, larger boy
announces, contemptuously: “Yes, but
they're no good!™ That, of course, brings
on a heated discussion, and the youngsters
finally move off, such eagerly defending
| his position.

One Way of Getting Fundas.

Our boy has even gone so far as lo or-
| ganize money-getting entertainments, cir-
| cuses being a favorite form of amusement
with him. Afier the important question
lof who shall be ringmaster has been set-
| tled—for, of course, each and every one
| of the performers wants to be ringmas-
| tar—a tent in procured and set up in the
| buck ynrd, and the company begins re-
| hearsals,
admission being a cent, ""or anything we
can get,'” and, of course, It goes off with
a great deal of eciat. If, after it is over,
sach participant can pocket as much ns
34 cents it Is reégarded as having been a
thrililng success. Tt has made a great
deal of work for Young America, but he
hasn't minded that a bit. He s perfectly
satisfied, his only councern having been
that "the glorious Fourth™ should be cel-
ebrgted In the way he knows It ought to
be; so he immediately sets about procur-
ing the very largest supply of fireworks
that can be secured for his 3¢ cenis—moTe
or less, 23 the cnse may be,

Who does not know of the despalr that
selges upon the youngster who, after all
| his planning and Insinuating and gra-
cious ways, finds, on the eve of the Fourth
when he takes Inventory of his nolse-mak.
Ing stock, that Iy is far from adequate n
express his poatriotism? And what Is sti”
more dlecouraging, his gentle hinta fall
apparenily unhesded on seemingly unsym.
pathetlic ears, untll he begins to feel that
he Is living in a cold, unfeeling world and
| desperately considers the advisablility of
shootdng off everything all at ence "and

The affalr is widely advertized, |

|
be done with It Then It s that the ap-

pearance of that hero of all boy's herocs,
his father, with hi= arms full of the most
wonderful fireworks, transforms the world
Into a paradise,

At all events, In some way, Young
| Amerlca’s plans have been so well lald,
and, when the day dawns, he proceeds
| 80 vigorously to execute them that
ple with gensitive nerves
countryward to get rid of the din, while
thoss who are so accustomed (o the quiet
of out-pf-town lfe that nolse = a nov-
eity to them, come flocking to the city to
enjoy the festivithes

peo-

Early Oregon Observances.
The Fourth, however,
monopolized by the boys,

is

not

both young and old have participated in
the rejolcing.
when the population wis sparse and there
WwWeETE No Newspaperz 1o announce the or.
der of exercises at any place, or ratiroads
to put forth gay poslers anncuncing re-
duced rates, and the few steamboats on
the river dld not run excursions, the¢ day
was celebrated with just as mueh enthust-
asm as It & now, although fAreworks and
firecrackers did not perform so lmportant
a part in the ceremonies as they do at the
present time

After a meeting place had been selected
the word was passed from mouth
mouth for miles about, and everybody at-
tended. Many came over mourntaln tralls
on horseback, and some In wagons, may
hap a whole family arriving In the old
“schooner.” In which it had crossed the
plains; some rowed long distancea In
( skifts, while walking was resorted to by
others. No fatigue was considered
great, for, In those days, holldays were In-
| frequent and one could not afford to miss
| them. Ewverybody eame early and stayed
| late, and they enjoyed a reunjon that only
those who have been drawn close together
| by the hardships and gangers of frontier
| ife can appreclate. Of ¢purss, the women

oo

flee pell-mell |

entizely !
for, In all the |
past century and more of our national life, |

In early times ln Oregon, |

1o |

| 411 not neglect to firnish most appetizing |
dellcacles from orchard and oven, and
the bangquet was spread under the trees
or on the dancing platform. The men
suppllied the amusements in the shape of |

|| FATE OF THE APATHUS.
{ Oh! nn Apathus sat oo a Chrysanthemum
A-clenning her attemnae,

| And she Mitle thought of the Pyrethrum
That would take her life away.

And there she sal, R-iaking a rest,
And smiled In a gatisfled way,
| For she'd lald ten egEs In A Bambus nest,
| And there'd soon be the de'll o pay

For her offspring ddar, her very first brood,
Would hatch in a very short tlme,

And no trouable she'd have a-storing up food,
For she worked op the Cuckoo line.

| Her young would hatch ere the young bumbie.
bres,
| And the young bumblebess would dis,
When the young Apnthl would live at thelr
| enne )

And fatten like pige in a sty.

Eo ahe mat In the sun, this wicked old bee,
And scrutched her tiblae,

And chuckled inside in lazy glee
At the bhusiness she'd done that day.

Byt the Chryeanthémum on which she mat
Beionged (o A nest oid mald,

Whoss plants were her pride (next to her cat),
And that day she was out on & rald

| Agalnst Aphids and slugs, with a Buhach-gun
Filled with Peters & Milco'n best,
And. seing the Apathus, just for fun,

1
| She dusted her yellow vest.
| How the cheat Mkicked, as she féll on the
Eryund!
And how she did buzz and hum!
|ilu| she never pot well, she never “came

"round';
Her fraudulent life was done.

From this little mie can & moral be drawn—
How the bumblebee loats not a bit:

But works ell day. from the earllest dawn,
And thus "scapes the death-dealing hit

This moral Is good, but please don't forget
Those cggs that the Apathus hid.

The Bombus ¢ working and slaving yet.
Put |t's al} foF the other ers's kid!

—L. . HOWARD.

horee, foot, wheelbarrow and sack races, |
and wrestling and shooting matches, the |
fun of the day culminating in the climbing
of the greased pole.

These, of course, were preceded by the
day’s regular exercises, which then, as |
now—and may It always be so—consisted
of a prayer, the singing of the Natlonal
songs, the solemn and Impressive reading
of the Declaration of Independence and
an aratlon. The oration was the feature
of the day, and the most eloquent and
prominent speaker who could be pecured
deltvered It

A citlzen of Portland who apent his boy-
hood In Oregon recalls one Fourth which
made a vivid Impression on his boyish |
mind. It was Jield in' 1848, In Linn County, |
at Knox's Butte, an eminence which
commanded a most Imposing view., A |
large concourse assembled, It belng the In- l
gathering from three counties. There was
s motley array of conveyances and the
people were all In thelr best, some of the
men in buckskin sults, but most of them
in piain cltizens’ clothes and the women
{+ pretty dresses.  The general good feel-
Ing, the grandeur of the scéne and the
¢loguence of the orntor sent the boy par-
ticipant home with the feeling that Lhere
was nothing on earth qulte so grand aa
to be an American and live In Oregon.

In 18552 The Oregonlan, then In Ite swad-
diing clothes, gnve an account of the |
Fourth of July celebration then hesld
here. A procezsion of conslderable pre-
tenslons, composed mostly of elvie orders,
formed in front of the Columblan Hotel
and marched to the Methodist Church.
where the exercises of the day were held.
Subsequentiy all repaired to a new store
bullding, and there enjoyed n makt appe.
tizing repast,

Vanconver Celebration.

In 153 officers of the

Army stationed hereabout, and the chief
tactor of the Hudson's Bay Company ex-
changed folicitations at Vancouver, the

United States ‘

the steamer Lot Whitcomb, At noon the
National salute of 21 guns was fired, and
it was returnsd by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany’s fort: On returning to FPortland In
tha evening the party was met at the
wharf by a company of fantastically at-
tired men who styled themselves “earth-
gquakes,' and who escoried the returning
eltizens through the sireets thersby cre-
ating a great deal of fun,

In 1855 tha volunteer fire companies took
an. active part in the Portland
The Willamotte Engine Company,
bering M members, and which

WRS pre-

caded In the procession by four ploneers, |

was altired in uniforms, conglsting of
bearskin caps, black pants, black Dbells,
edged with red, and buckskin aprons,
ench man carrying a heavy ax.

In the early days a very popuiar form
of Fourth of July ecelebration was the
barbecue, when slaughtersed animals were
roasted whale over pits of glowing coals;
then, when they were nlcely browned, and
the savory odor of ronsted ment, done just

to the turn, filled the alr, they were
placed on long tables, cut Into slices and
passed 1o the people between pleces of
bread. All the time there would De much |

fun and Joking., and mpaybe a speech
two would be made.

If dancing were among
amusements and a shower happened
come up, the raln only caused a tempo-
rary Interference with the festlvities, for,
ms spon an |t the water was
swept from the platform, the music com-
menced, and dancing wias rexumed. Which
all goes to akow that whatevor the ploneer
set out to do. he did

Then and Now.

The manner in which the prezent Fourth
in to be celebrated In Portland will elo-
quently Hustrate what this
of the ploneer has accomplished for the
state. People now lving In Portland esn
remember when lis siréets were but the
width of & wagon, while a path, running
parallel sidewnlik,
and, instead of telegraph poles and lamp.
posts, stumpe Intervencd

Howevers, on the Fourth of July, down
these primitive strests. marched the city's
bravest and best. Ewveryvthing that could
make a showing turned out
teer fire companies always appenred,
dragging their hosge wagon,  or carrylng
buckets and an ax. The =prefalors along
tha path. who had gathered from many
miles around, were not lacking In enthu.
sinsm. At the rear of the procesalon there

o
the scheduled

WAS Over,

to them, served ns a

The volun-

(Copyright 1801, by Winfield Hogaboom.) hour later.

CHAPTER 111

HE following morning,
which was Tueaday
morning, by the way.
found me up bright
and early. T was soon
on my way to Major

the arduous work of
the day. The Major

aimost effusively.
1 hnd already discovered,

“we,” unless Aguin-
1

Major Lake,
was ail thers was to
aldo and mysclf were to be included.
had always been told that there are only
three kinds of people who are really en-

In speaking of them-
thosa three being re-
men whose mothers-

titled to use “we”
seives Individually.
spectively edltors,

indaw come to live with them, and peo- | has already

pel with tapeworms. But I decided that

Lake's office to begin | tone of volee,

I fancied he had been suf-
fering some from ennul, whataver that
fe. He had apparently thrown off the
restraint which he had felt in my pres-
nee on the previous day, and was more

e himeself.™
“l am going to take charge of you

[tmlny, Aguinaldo,” I sald, In a pleasant

“and 1 have planned a

nice Nttle adventure which cannot but

prove interesting to you. You lke ad-

greeied me cordially— | venture, 1 presume?*

0. yex,'” he replled, though he was not
‘ as enthusinstic about it as I bad thought
he would be. *“I1 am quite fond of ad-
venture—when the conditions are right.”
“And you will trust me, Agulnaido,
will you not™ I asked in an appealing
‘ tone, and giving him a frank, open look
Irom my clear blus eyes.
“Yes, I supposs so.

But the Major
told me not to loan any
maney to reporters. You are not a real

managers of lecture bureaus, where the | reporter, though: Is that not s0? Yes, I

manager, In his own person, constitules

will trust you.” And then he began slow-

all there 1s to the bureau, ought to be | ly to take out of his pocket a large leath-

Included In the st
sist on spuaking of himself as “we™ any-
waY-
him of IL

beoause ho will in- |

It's a hablt, and you can't break |

er wallet. “How much do you need?
Elight Misunderstanding.

"You misunderstand me, Aguinalde,” I

“Have you thought of anything for to- | ®aid, somewhat palned by his words and

day™ bhe asked “Remember that our
first lecture takes pince on Thursday
evenlng, and this Is Tuesday. We must
jam the houss—you understand me—pack
it to the doors. FPeople mustn't be al-
lowed to think of anything else but
Aguinaido from this time on. You have
some ideas, I presumeT*

“Jdeas! 1 excluimed, "I am full of
them—alopping over with them. They
come o me al an average of twice a min-
ute. With your permission 1 shall take
charge of Agulnaldo today and keep him
constantly with me; I want to study
him.**

“Take Him," Salid the Major.

*Tak¥e him,"” he responded, In & lone
of volee calculated to impress a feellng
cf vxireme generosity. I place him en.

tre’y st your disposal. See that the
favsia hnve good stories in the morn-
ing—you understand me—something In
the way of uman interest storiea. Have

some of tiwse pictures that make him
look Uke a soared jackrabbit to go with
the stories.” '

“Leavae it all to me." I repliéd In n
quiet, but firm volce. Then, after out-
lining my plans for the day, I took my
leave of him.

Aguinsldo seemed quits pleased to see
me when 1 arrived at his hotel, hal! an

the effort required to put aside the temp-
tatlon. ““What I mean Is, will you trust
me to take care of you when we unex-
pectedly run inte some adventure. We
are golng to have some remarkable sd-
ventures, you know, and they are all go-
ing to be written up for the papera.™

Agulnaldo quickly placed the wallet
back in his pocket, and I !magined that
& less troubled look setiled ‘over his ex-
presalve countenance.

“I will trust yom implicltly,” he sald.
“It 1= not our fauit If we have adven-
tures, and we cannot help It if the papers
talk about us.”

*You are right,” I said: it is not our
fanit at all. Now, for instance, you are
going toe be kidnaped Moday while we
are gut at Golden Gate Park A man
eomewhat resembling Pat Crowe, the no.
torious kidnaper, though evidently dis-
gulsed, has bheen seen hanging around
your hotel for several! daye. He will fol-
low you to the park today, no doubl 1
shall carciessly leave you for a few sec.
onfls, and you can readlly Imagine my an-
tonlshmsnt upon returning to the spol Lo
find you gome."

While I gpoke I watched Agulnaido’s
countenande turn paler and paler, and it
wasn't the sort of a countenanece to easlly
turn pale, sither,

“Thls—thin (s terrible!™

he exclalmed

faintly.
thing—"

“"But the arrangements are g0 perfect””
I sald, Interrupting him,; “thag it will be
utterly impossible for any one to discover
ue. 1 have already written the accounts
of the occurrence for the afternoon pa-
pars, and I will have time, after the dis-
covery that -you are actuslly gone has
been made, to get back and be interviewed
by the reporters of the morning papers,
and also to assist them in writing up the
detalls of the terrible affalr.”

A pirange light came into Aguinaldo’s
eyes, I will trust you,”” he said, ““hut
you mustn't let me stay kidnaped any
ionger than Is absolutely necessary."”

All Arranged,

"No,” I replled, with a low, rippling
laugh. S*It's all drranged perfectly. I
shal find a note, written In a siralned.
awkward hand, evidently disgulsed, stat-
ing that you will be held for 30,000 ran-
som, We had thought at first to make
I 1t $100,000, but finally came down to §d,-
0. The note will be directed to Mnajor
Lake, and will tell him to drive along o
certaln secluded spot on the San Bruno
road, and to deposit the money, done up
In a neat package, under the roots of a
tree where the road forks, at precisely 12
o'clock tomorrow night. If he doesn't do
this he will be killed,

“Major Lake will drive all alone to
the spot, deposit the money as directed,
and return to the c¢lty unobserved by any
one, In the morning, after a night of
aleepless anxiety, the Major will wake
up to find that you are safe and sound
at your hotel, and 1 will rush away to
the newspaper offices to give them the
first noews of the discovery, see that the
details ars properly worded, and add a
paragraph to the effect that the lecture
will positively take place as announced,
notwithstanding all reports to the con-
trary."

“You Americans will do any-

Planning Detaila.

Wea passed another half hour in going
over the detalls, and then I left him, say.
Ing that I would call Immediately after
lunch, and for him to be ready at that
time to start out for the adventure. He
sald that he Intended to take a little stroll
befors lunch, and I eautioned him about
talking with strangers.

When I returned at 1 o'clock 1 found
Aguinaldo back from his stroll, and in
a state of great excitement. After much
difficulty, during which he endeavored to
make me understand a mixture of Tagnlo
and English, T learned that he had met
with an adventure that was not down on
our programme. At first I wag delighted,
thinking that we might be able to use It,
but later on I learmned that it would be of
Do use to us,

“1 was walking along the street,” he
snld, “and bappening to glance over to
the other side, 1 thought ! saw an old
friend of mine named Manuel Espanoza
¥y Alamosa from Bongabong, P. 1. I
croesed over, but when I came to the
other mlde 1 saw that It was a case of
mistaken identity. It was a ocigar store
Indlan,

"“Just as I started to go back to the

other slde agaln, a bleycle shot In be-
tween the eurdb and the car track, and
it seemed to me that It wag golng to
crash into me and cause a terribie catas-
trophe.

“1 started to rush back onto the slde-
walk, without even stopping to ses who
was on the bleycle, but before 1 eould
get under way I discovered that if I made
a move like that 1 would surely get it
full force, head on. Bo then 1 declded
to make for the cartrack and take the
chance of being run down by the car, and
as quickly as possible, 1 sawung around
and doarted toward the middie of the
street, But 1 was too late, the bleycle
had turned. too, and 1 was cut off in
that direction,

An Interesting Hetroapeet.

“Every avenue of escape now seemed
closed to me. In n second of time all the
evonts of my Iife passed’ through my
mind, as 1 stood there with my eyes
closed, 1 thought of my old homa, of
my dear old mother, of my boyhood days
and the many happy hours I had spent
on the old farm near Passawogawog, with
the GQoogaloogy River flowing by the door,
and the grand old Hutchemacocochs Moun-
tains close at hand. Ewvery instant I was
expecting to be hurled Into sternity, But
I wasn't, and so, presently, after I had
thought of everything connected with my
life worth thinking of, 1 opened my eyes
and saw s beautiful lady in ths act of
dismounting from the wheel, which was
leaning against the curb, And whether
you belleve It or not, Mr. Hogabtom, as
sure as you are allve, the lady was cross.
eyed, and I don't belleve she had seen
me at all"

During this recital of his strange ad-
venture, Aguinaldo had recovered some
of his usual calmness, and was now quite
rational again.

Do you think we could use it in the
papers?* he asked. "It Is my first adven.
ture with a bleyele !n this country, you
know. and -the public will—"

“Hardly,” 1 replled, after giving the
matter some thought. “'You see,
missed your opportunity. You should have
retalned your presence of mind and made
a desperate jeap for the curb, just as soon
as you saw what the situation was. You
would then have collided with the bloyele
and Its rider, and for an instant the alr
around there would have been filled with
arms and legs and wheels and sprockets
and things, and presently you would have
emerged from the group bearing the un-
consclous form of the lady in your arms.
The crowd, which would have become n0
defise by this time that It would even
have attracted the attention of a police-
man, would not cheer you wildiy, and the
reporters would rush In and learn who
you were. A little more experience, Aguin.
aldo, and you will be all right. The ldea
was good enough, but podrly worked out.”

CHAPTER 1V,

*I think things are coming out all

right,”” said Major Lake, as he lald down

you |

the morning paper and 0ok off his glasses

party from Portland peroceeding there on

to wipe them on his coat sleeve, We ware
sitting In his office. ‘It was the morning
after the kidnaping,

“Aguinaldn seemed to Ilke the Idea,
didn't he?" the Major went on. “He
doesn’t think we are overworking him—
you understand me—crowding him, does
he?"

“Oh, no, I am sure he dodan't think
that,” I replied. "He ls satisfled, I be.
Heve, so long as we do not ask him to
take any aétive part In hia adventures,

He seems (0 fee] that we are his friends”™

"“But what ean we do with him today?
This is our iast day—you understand me—
our |sst day for press work bhefore the
lecturs, We must not overlook that fact.”

"I am about to pay a visit to his apart-
ments to lay before him my plans for
the day.”” I replled, "and also to secure
his consent to co-operate. I desire to
take him on his firat ride In an automo-
bile.”"

“Seems rather tame,' sald the Major,
with just s shadas of disappoiniment rest.
ing upon his face. “"You understand me—
seems to lack the element of excltement.*

“But what If the automobile should
run away with us?™ I axplained, *“"What
if it runs away and dashes madly up the
crowded thoroughfares, Major, and eore.
ates some (Lerrible havoe?

“Excellent!”” he cried, his face bright.
ening Instantly. “Exsellent!"”

“1 propose to leave him all alone In the
automobile, for only a moment, while
I step inaide to ask the man charge
what he thinkas of Carrie Nation's ae-
tlons, and also to chew up a clove. And
when 1 return the automoblle, with Agul-
naldo on the seat, will bs gone."

“Then you will not be on the automo-
bile when It runs away?’

“No, 1 belleve not, Donft you think it
will be better for me not to be, major?"

“Well, yes—that s—you understand me
safer, anyway.”

The Major Expiains.

The major must have noted the palned
expression that swept over my counis-
nanoce, for he hastened to add: “Bat, of
course, that is mot the reason why you
will go inside and leave Aguinaldo on
the automobile all alone—you- understand
me. The object of your visit will bs some-
thing entirely different. And, now, have
you figured out what the automoblle may
do after It runs away?"’ |

“Well, not exactly. But 1 was reading |
only yesterday about an automobile that |
had always been considered kind and gen-
tle and well broke. The other day, how-
ever, the owner carelessly left It atanding
by the eurb without hitching, and a cou-
ple of small boys came along and climbed
into it tor fun sand them wanted to asee
how it worked, of course. They asoon
found out how It worked, and muyl
it was scooting down the sireet ag a ter-
rible galt. A newspaper lying In the road
frightened the high-struug thing, and it
rearsd up and pitched out boys, and
then dnshed madly away. Pasaing over
the oldest inhablitant without tuming a
Bhatr, the auto raised a two-story residence
seventy feet into the alr. A cow loomed

| and immediately afterward

| of the bay,

up on the horizon, and In A moment there

was tripe on the sent. A low mountaln
was quickly smoothed down to sea-level,
the machine
fFathered In five ducks from the surface
which It skimmed so swittly
as to hardly dampen the tires,

“*Warming up to the work, It now cut |

into & small village and by the graduoal
decrense of a wide circular movement,
soon had a garden planted with all kinds
of Muman, animal and other truck.
auto finally ran down a depot, It
caved in one side of the siructure and was
praparing to override ths tloket asment,
when a baggageman, who happened lo be
near by, seized It, whirled It about his
head three or four times, and lald it down
& complete wreck."

had

The Mnajor Impressed.

The major looked thoughtful for a min-
=ute or two., “Isn’t it wonderful what a
reporter—I should say, & baggageman—
you understand me—can do when ho tries,
But Jet
ments, and proceed to set things In mo-
tion. Our time Is limited.”

We were soon at the hotel, and a mo-

| ment later entered the apartment of the

great soldler, statesman and lecturer,
Aguinaldo was absent, Descending to the
office 1 learned that the clerka knew
nothing of his whereabouts. The servants,
upen being questioned, sald that they
had not seen Aguinaldo since the pre-
vious day. Not a person about the big
cargavansary had seen him leave. He had
disappeared as completely as though the
rich Axminster carpet had opened and
swallowed him up.

|
“The MAJOr,- Who WAS never o resourcs- |

ful man, was now completely fAabber.
gasted. He went about, peering under
the sofas, locking behind articles of bric-
a-brac and into clesets, seemingly dazed
and like one In a trance. “He is gone—
gone—-you understand me—gone from us!™
be erled.

“There I8 some great mystery here” 1
sadd, In & qulet, evenly modulated tone of
volee, and with
ness T scarcely fell, “but we shall soon
discover Aguinaido’'s whereabouts, and
have him with us, safe and sound Leave

the matter entirely to me, major,” I said |

modently.

I remembered that I had been mading
the sdventures of Sherlock Holmes not
very long before, and 30 now, wikle the
major satl with his bead sunk upon his
cheat, In deep dejection, I tried to recall
some of the methods of that great detec-

parade, |
num. |

parslstency |

The |

us hasten to Aguinalde’'s mpart- |

an assumption of cool- |

generally appearsd men on  horses
back who were Very fantastically
arrayed and whose antles furnished
unbounded delight to  the children,
On the ocoming Fourth, over some
of these same sireela, which are
now broadened and paved, thers will
sweep, In well-ordered column, headed by
tha pollce, the time-crowned veteran, the
stundy volunteer and the “Regular Army
man,” with bands n-playing and banners
fiving. The flower-wreathed fire appa.
ratus, dmwn by powerful harses; the
eity’'a officers. the clvice and benevolent
soctetles. in gay reganlla, and the mer-
chanis’ flonts will follow And, In tha
place of road races or mirth-provoking
|cluwu.-.‘!r--,mtl,'-_.. harses, with glossy
contz, grace In every motlon and power

in every muscle, will step, lightly and
proudly, under the gulding band of ekilied
horsewomen, who will sit enthroned In
| lower-burdened traps and carrlages Lads
and laasies, with thelr ponles and tiny
carts adorned with fragrant blossoms,
will constitute & charming feature of the
parade.
On (ke River.

In the afternoon, visitors who, perhaps
not very long ago, rowed long distancos
to seach g plrce of celebration, and who
| alss mey have come much farther on
this day by tmaln or boat, may stand on
bridge or wharf and thers watch trim
yachts unfurl thelr snowy safis to catel

the breeze that shall take them racing
over sunllt waters, while lght rowing
ceraft, manned by brawny oarsmen, will

make thelr way over the river's surface
to galn the goal and win the coveted
prize. There will also be an oration, the
reading of the Declaration of Indepene
| dence and patriotle songs and recita,
i tions,

| in the evening flreworks will vie with
the sllent stare, creating a fleeting, flery
|r:tt'_‘.'i:md. now glowing red. now yellow,
i bine or white, as the colored lights Nare
ug

i Rockets

shail speed skyward, pause,
hesitnte, then break Inte & shower of
brilllant llghts, that shail elowly sink and

fade into the night There will be M.
minated ballpons and flery wheels, while
of fire and varl-colored stars,
wanderful in brilllancy, falling, tumbling
and tosaing In magnificent cataracls, will
help to entertain the spectator. There will
be set pleces, too, among them the desizy
| of the battie-ship Oregon, llmned In lineg
| of living fire. EDITH L. NILES,

——

fountnins

tive. T was Armly convinced that whag
we needed was a detsctive,

Presentiy I got up and stretched my Jegs
and snuntered lelnuresly around the roonot,
I remembered that Sherlock Holines once
did that very thing, when hs had a par.
| tiowlarly hard ease on hand.

A Supposition,

“You don't supposs ths blamed  fdiog
took that kidnaping business seriously,
and that he has been standing around In
the park all night, walting for o man re-
sembling Pat Crowe to come along and

drag him sway, do youl" sald the major
at last, Iin & volee half choked with emo-
tion.

“No,” 1 replied brusguely, tn & firm but
quiet wvolce, scarcely- heeding his wonda,
Then, & moment later, turning to hm, I
gald, !n a low toms; “Major, our man s
In a room on ths top floor of tha bullding
at the corner of K and L—— streets,
at this very moment. He is seated at a
table talking to a man with a full, black
| beard, and wearing & Prince Albert coat
and a palr of spectacles. Aguinalde left
these apartmentis not more than an hour
| ago, and went directly to the place [ havae
indicated. He will remain there for at
lonst another half hour, but we may aw
well saunter down that way, if you don't
| mind, and mest him as he leaves the placs,
It may be well for us Lo see him safely
back here.”

Major Lake looked at me with wonder.
ment Almost akin to awe on his face.
“You—you—you understand me—you are
perfectly sure of this™ he asked, trem-
bling from head to foot.

“Parfectly,” I replled simply.

“is ho—is he harmed?™

g

*And there s no danger?™

“Yea: but we shill be on hand to pre-
vent anything from happening.™

“My Gawd, how wanderful' exclalmed
the Major, with a look of intense admira-
tion at me. “But how do vou know alil
this? Are you not smoking too cheap &
brand, or something ™"

“The solution of the whole mystery, 12
| such you choose to call it, Hes before
* I mald, lgnoring his question, and

you.
with a cnareless sweep of my hand to-
ward a small tabie which occupled the
middle of the room, Indicating a news-
paper, partially folde=d, which lay upon
the table. On the outside of the paper,
as it was folded, was an advertisement,
The Major took up the paper and read
the advertisement ecarefully through to
the end. As he turned to me. 1 shall
never [orgel the look upon his fage.
(To be continued.)




