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Jroop of Mexican Cavalry, 7272e/7eld—

TEVER ths virtues and
defects pertaining to the
several branches of Mexico's
police service, the republic

may Justly boast of the most efficlent, as
weall as sitractive system of rural protec-
tion to be found anywhere In cur hemi-
sphere. Apropos of the particulsr jurie-
diction to which its authority extiends,
this picturesgus corganization fs known
82 the federal corps of rurales. The
antecenedts of this powerful arm of the
law are as full of romantic interest as its
sudsequent record is replete with beil-
Inst ascomplishments

When Ganersl Forfirlo Diaz lsunched
forth oo his eplendld career as Chlef
Executive of the then infantile Mexican
Republic, ell that vast territory extend.
ing from the gulf to the Paclific, and from
the Rlo Grande to the very gates of the
oapitsl, van infested mnd controlled by
a prodigious Irsternity of Dbrigands
Opemating in perfect harmony and under
the dlrection of shrewd and crafty
Jenders, this pefarious organization was
& Erave menaoce to the future prosperity
of ths mnew . government. Besides the
sholesale plundering of mines and ha-
clenfias everwhars within thelr reach, one
of the principal sources of revenus of
these maraunders was the frequent con-
cantration of thelr foroes ebout & town
or village, and the lkying of an immense
tributs on the community. - The impov-
erished condition of the republic at that
period preciuded the posaibllity of sup-
pres=ing thls appalling scourge by force
of arms. And even had the necessary
fnances boen wmvallshle, so formidable
were these outlaw foes and so Ingocessi-
{tle thair mountain strongholds, that it
would have required years In which to
overcome them.

Dinx's Clever Move.

But the marvelous tact of General Dins
proved equal to the emergency. Invit-
ing the bandlt cohieftaine to a council,

he desired of them a statement as to the |
| ba presented to the brave rurales appro-

income pro rata of the members of the

outlsw bund, &8 a re=ull of thelr depreda- 1

tims.  Belng furnished with this, the

President sstonished them with a prop- |

osition to pay them salaries amounting
to more than the figures they had named,
providing ther would forsnke thelr ills
gitimate practices snd become a =pecial
mounied guard over the smame territory
they were then terrorizing, with the
then leaders to remain in command.

The overtures were at once communi-
cated to the wvarious outlaw bands con-

come useful servants of society, but with
thelr former comrades to contend with,
this obdurate minority was speedily ex-
termingted.

Thus, for years past, thanks to the un-
tiring wigilance of this regenerated fac-
tion, the wvast rurmal districts of Mexico
have been almost entirely fres from the
encroachments of orgacized bands ef rob-
bers. Thelir advent was the signal for a
new era of of'vaperlty throughout North-
ern Mexico, and the srstwhile persecuted
haclendadoes and mine-owners speadily
came to entértaln a feallng of security
under the protection of thelr old-time
foes. Not only is ths “rurale” a source of
dread to the malefactor, but to the hostile
Indian Hkewise, and t0 hle incessant war.
fare i= due the fsct that the Mexican bor-
der mo longer suffers from the raids of
reneguds bands of Apaches

Men of Fluck.
The fame of the Mexican “rurale” is

ol & party of rurales suddenly appeared

not alone confined to his pnative country.
His bravery has often been employed In
the intereat of American settlers just .be-
yond the border. Even the foaming bar-
riers of the great Paclfic could not check
kis indomitable advance, when once his
duty oslled hin? beyond them.

On January 15, 1886, the whalsbost of
the United Btates steamer Ranger, en-
Eaged In surveying off the coast of Lower
Callfornis, was cspeized during a heavy
gals, just beyond the line of breakers,
neéar Ensenada. The sea was running so
high at the time that the entire crew
vwould undoubtedly bave been Jost had

on the beach, and, spurring thelr horsss
through the swirling surf, swam to their
scue. As !t was, one unfortunate saflor
was swept out to sea, and, aMhough the
rurgles made superhuman endesvors to
save blm, thelr «Morta were in vain. The
remainder of the crew, however, to the
number of 11 men, were rescusdl and borne
to the shore in safety.

In appreciation of this valorous act. the
President of the United States caused to

printe memorials, consisting of a gold
watch and chain for thelr chief, with the
inncription, “Presented by the President
of the United States to Pedro Miramon-
tes, chief of the Rural Guards, Ensenads,
Mexico, for humane and praiseworthy
services In behalf of o boat's crew of the
United Siates steamer Ranger, January
18, IES6" and sllver medals for the other
membaers of the party, bearing inseriptions
elmilar to the above.

Arms and Costume.

stituting the baleful federstion, with the
result that the gresat majority immedl-
ately Solned their leaders in & compact |

to serve the Government, The outcome |

of the establishment of this corpe bas | of silver buttons, a bright red handker-

been mothing shont phbnomcnu_l
Nawurally, among so many, thers wers
seme who preferred to continue in thelr

of

former lawiess vocation rather than be- “serape,” or blanket. His arms consist

The Mexican “rurzle” wears the na-
tionsl “charro” costume, consisting of
terTa ootin jacke! and trousers, the Iat-
ter embroldered down the =ides with rows

chief knotted about the neck, wide som-
brero embrodered with ellver, and cow-
boy saddie, behind which Is rolied a red

Gen.Francisco Ramirez, Commander-in-Chlg 7=
nrexican Rural FPolic©—

of a short carblne of modern patiern,
Colt's revolver, cavalry saber, and the in-
evitable lasso, which latter he handles
with & quickness and dexterity that con-
stitute it, at short range, oné of the most
formldable weapons he carrles.

Owing to thelr martlal air and emi-
nently national aspectf, a contingent of
rurales &t full gallop Iz one of the great-
est attractions of the varfous public holl-

days held in Mexico. One of the features

of the Centenary Cottton Exposition al
New Orleans was a company of thess
rurnl guards, sent out and maintained by
the Mexlcan government, As a further
evidence of Maxlco's great pride in this
particular arm of her military police es-
tablishment, & picked company, reprs-
senting the flower of the Rural Corps,

superbly equipped and mounted through- |

out on coal black chargers, are now in

|

The entire corp

Francisco Ramires, an Ideal

prime of life.

the remote past of that small remnan

and so well
Characteristic Uniformity,

by thelr external uniformity,
to that worn by the private soldicr, In ad
dition to which, side arms, consisting o

are worn in plain sight.

Tha only badge displayed consists o

leader, who notwithstanding his long,
service with the ruralen. is yet in the
At the present day but
little of the origlinal outlaw element re-
malns in the ranks of the rurnlss, and

bas long since been fully condoned by a
people whom, for nearly a quarter of a
century, they have served so continuously

The various branches of the police ser-
vice throughout Mexlco are characterized
The uni.

form of the municipal pollce, an pre-
scribed by the government, Is very similar |

& short ‘sword or club and Coit's revelver, |

the officer’s number, worn just above the |
visor of his cap. From a standpoint of
eficiency, the average Mexican policeman
cannot be =1ld to rank high. As previ
ouslyrmtlmnted. he ls Incorruptible, and ‘

for tnatance, as & sirest fNght,
sots himaelfl up as a eourt of jusiics (o
declde which In In the wrong: but prompt.
ly arrests both persons and taken them
before A pollce maglstrats, who relleoves
Blm of all further respomaibiilty in the
premises, -

In place of belng assigned regular bents,
the men are statloned In the middle af
the sireets, where they cross at right an-
gles, and, regurdieas of all Inclemencies
of the weather, sach continves 5t his post
for wight hours at a tims, Every 15 min-
utes he blow= a ahrill blast oo a whistle,
which he carries attached to a cord worn
thout his neck, the signal being nwwered
by the co-guardian of the pcace statiomod
near at hand At night the same method
is ohserved., with the addition that each
policeman s provided writh Inniern.
whith serves the somewhat doobtful pur.
pose of keoping the nocturnal marauder
minutely posted as lo the oiflcery wiers.
abouta

A noticeable characteristic of the
can pollce Lhelir

he never

T
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a
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Mexl

is diminutivencsy of

Xéce

But the
standard of Inteligence among Mexican
policemen Is quite In proportion to thelr

lulules. which are barely sufficient to

]' enable them to live. Undar such condl-
tions the diserstionarcy
them Is extremely imited,

Hoencs a -Mexican policeman seldom
makes an arrest on ' clrcumstantial
grounds. In the case of a difficulty In
which two parties are concerned, such,

latitude sllowed

lalest [questrian Pholo g7 President Diaz,

/‘/%3

Thelr truly marvelous horsemanship ond | falthful almost to fanaticism.
picturesque costumes Invariably coreate
the most enthusiastie admiration on oc-
caslons of such a character, and 1t I= to
be hoped the Mexlean government will
| contlnue to make this unique organiza-
tion a featurs of Its exhibit at all Inter-
national expositions held In this country.
in Mexico repressnts
2000 men,. under command of General
’ cavalry

ntature, the average height being not more
than § feet 4 Inches, An Incident s related
The municipal police system In Mexico
is conducted on much the same liney as
the Army, the private gendarmes seldom,
1t sver, belng advanced to the grade of
commissioned officers. ' The [BMér are on
the same social footing as milltary of-
ficers, the Chief of Pollce at the Mexiean
belng a Gaeneral appointed from
JOSE DE OLIVARES

eapital
! the Army.

attendnnce at the Buffalo Expositlon.
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Veterans Who Will Parade on Memorial Day.

Cuolonsl James Jackson, U. 5 A (retired); Inspector-General, O. N. G., and jirominent member G. A H.
(.‘-\rtl.lp James P, Ehaw, G. A B : grand marshal of the parade.

Rer. Henry A Harden, Lincoln-Garfleid Post, G. A. R.; chaplain of the day.

H, BE. Allen, past post commander, G. A. R

Hamer Sutciifte, A. Q.-M. G., Departmemt of Oregon,'G. A. R
A. C. Sioan, vice-tommander and past cammander, George Wright Post, G. A. R.
Mra. F. 5. Shepard, prominent worker, Womean's Rellef Carps.
F. & Shepard, tommander, Linsain-Garfleld Poat, G. A. R
Adjutapt-Generai C. U. Gantenbein, O. N. G.; served ns Major, Second Oregon Volunteers, Spanish war.
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[S=queres
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To our silent friends snd comrades, lying yonder

Pumb alike to sound of music, march of feel, wr beat of drum.

We shall stand bestds the portals of thelr closed and guarded rooms,
Where the thrill of batfle-muaslic may not plecce the sacred glooma;
We shall bring them stores of flowers—all the wealth of Summer blooins

Not today the grim war music, that enticed them to the fray,

When thelr brave and baylih spirite sprang o ma

And for love of man and brother went to God the martyr’s way.

But no scent of rarest bloasoms can enchant them

. Wearisd by the nolse of battle, wrapped in sllence, sirangs and desp:

Where the princely pines above them wwtch and

Roll of drum, and eall of bugle, nevermore aball break their rest,

For the grave conveys oo message to its dreaming

And of all the slesp allowed us, they have found the last and best

. We have won the dreadful struggles, though they perished in the fght;
1 ber soft gh

wo shall

BY BEVA B PILLSBURY.
We shall bring our yearly greeting. when the morrow has hegun.

in the sumn,

nhood In & 4=y,

from their slesp:

ward forever keep,

soldler guest;

And b & fiag of

While the hands that wrought our safsty moulder darkly out of sight
* Einded is their day and story; toid the tals of good

and 1; 9%

But a haro-loving Nation holds them unforgoiten still;

And as thus we do them honor, 50 We ever must and will.

Leave them where the late Spring blossoms and tha silver lichens press,
And the soft wind, sighlog southward, dropa its odorous cAress—

Even love can win no answer from thelr marble stateliness. i
Leét us turn our banners homsward, through the long and dusty way; R
And our weary soldier-brothers, let them slumber as ey may.

Death resumes his solemsn vigil, Life has nothing

ore (o sAY.

That the desd may know they 're not forgotten,

Thst our loved may ses that we Jove them
mtill-

Though lost 10 our alght iz the Oeldy of
hemven-

With & love that drath nor time can chill, |

We cover thrir graves wih Sowers and fra- | down the burdens of lifer In increasing
= ETance; - - | numbers, the sod that covered a dead sol-
e heap the Dlomsams above thelr dust 3
And they—as they lean towsrd earth and | Mer, Whether he had dizd In service or
1eten, out, wis made beautiful with fiowers and
And henr pur prayess® Ah, they must, they | flage. A= time healed the sears of bat-

muee ! |

Anfl what care they for earth-blown blossome
Who stray in meadows of weph 1

Who pluck the lllies of Life
Anf pesl Chelr thirm al the Living

This: Because they remember and I

but
| rough

len defenders of the Stars and Btripes,
those who had worn the gray and
L beneath the Etars and Bars came

und Rellef Corps of tha city.

clty
tie and softened the hearts and sweetened | will be collected at tha different school
the memories of ths men, not only lhtibui]d!nm,

| various Woman's Rellef Corps, assisted
i by any others who may wish to volunteer

their services, will rearrange the flowers,

to the memory of those who fell In the | from &ll the Grand Army different posts
Civll War, and only the graves of thoee
who lost thelr Hves in defense of the flag K Butler Post, of Bunnyslde, will hold me-
were decorated In Northern cemeteries. | morial exerclées in the morning, at Lone
Later, as the war veterans began to lay | Fir, but will unite with the others In
| the procession, and in the rltualistic serv.
fces to be held at the Armory in the aft-
ernoon,

The Ben

On Wednasiay the children from the
schools will gather flowers, which

There committess from the

Because we are kin, in death's 4
They Hnd the Sowers of heaven,

Lets dear than these that fzide o'or
night.
Next Thursday morning, in the sllent

citien of the dead, loving hands will dec-
orate, with flowers and flags, the grauves
of those who served thelr counitry, In
her hour of need. Memorial day is now
iz most of the siatee, a legal hollday.
Pethaps the time \s oot far distant when
It will beoome & National one. Originally
the dute of itr observance differed in dif-
feremt Jocalifies, but usage has setiled
definltely upon May 38 It is szid that
the reason for choosing this day in prefer-
enoe to &y other ia to be found .in the
facy that, an thin day. the last soldler of
the Union Army of the War of the Rebel-
Hon reesived his dissharge.

| to be Included In the foral. distribution.
| At presemt it is the custom—almost Na-
| tlonal In the extent to which It prevalls—
to g0 to cemeteries, elther during the fore-
noon of the ¥th of May, or upen the pre.
ceding evening, and decorate the graves
of those we Jove. And to walk through
these still cities, In the afternoon of Me.
morial day, is ke strolling Iin a garden
af bloom and besuty.
The exercises, religlous and otherwise,
of Memorial day, are always conducted
| by the Grand Army of the Republic, and
the officers of the day are chosen from the
different posts, pecording to convenlence
| #and Inclloation. Here, in Portiand, ar-
rungements are already about completed,
| and the grand marshal, Captain James P,
Shaw, publishex In this morning's lssue
| of The Ortgonlan the order of the day,
| These arrangements are made by a jolat

i
{
r

At Bryt the doy wae st spart as sacred | committee whose members were appeinted

| making .them Into bonquets and garlands,
Eariy in the mornlng Thursday, men de-
talled from each of the four posts will
carry these to the cemeterles, where they
wili be placed upon the graves. of the
sleeping soldlers.  This year the SBpanish
War Veterans take part in the exercises,
and the fallen heroes of the Oregon Vol-
unteers will not be neglected In the dis-
tribution of flowers. It Iz a custom, long
established, for the National Guerd to
act as escort to the Grand Army on Dec-
oration Day. Next Thursday, In addi-
tion to the state’s soldlers, the Naval Re.
serve will be In readiness In the parads;
and the various Boys" Brigades have been
Invited to march in the procession, which
will form on Firet street, in front of G.
A, B Hall, where the George Wright
Post has Its headquarters,

Captain Shaw, who I8 to sgve as grand

markable history. He enlisted as a vol-
unteer, In response to President Lin-
coln's firet ecall for troops, in April, 1851,
&t the age of 16, and he was mustered out
at the close of the war, with a record of
having participated [n 31 pltehed battles;
he fought In the first engagement after
Fort Sumter was fired upon, and In ths,
last that was of consequence. He was
with Grant at Shiloh; was wounded at
Chickamauga, and marched, under Sher-
man, “from Atlanta to the sea” At
present he Is identified -with the Lincoln-
Garflcld Post, of which he is a past com-
mander.

Major Thomas C. Bell {s another Grand
Army man whose record is something to
be proud of. He, too, Is a past com-
mander of the Lincoln-Garfleld Post, of
which the present commander is Mr. F. 5.
Shepard, who went Into service at the age
of 16, and who, during three yvears of ac.
tive milltary life, was but once wounded,
and was not in the hoepltal a single day.
He was In the battles of Gettysburg and
Fredericksburg, and was discharged on
June 21, 1868, at Hall's HIll, Va.

E. C. Sloan, senlor vice-commander of
George Wright Post, and H. Sutclliffe, as.
sistant quartermaster-general, department
of Oregon, are also men whose experi-
ences in the Clvll War are of creditable
record,

Colonel James Jack is #o well-known
in Fortiand and elsewhers in Oregon that
any further word would be superfluops

as Indeed many, i1f not most, United
States Army men are who have lived jong
enough. Major Caivin U. Gantenbeln, who
earned hls promotion in Luzon, end Gen-
eral Owen Bummers, who went to the
Philippines at the head of the Becond
Oregon, are now eligible for membership
In' the organization.

The Grand Army of the Republle, which
came Into belng In February, 1864, a8
the conception of two officers of the
Fourteenth Illinols’ Infantry, Iz mainly
responsible for the setting apart of one
day In the year as sacred to the memaory
of departed comrades. The two officers
mentloned—Major B. F, Stephenson and
Chapiain W. J. Rutledge—concelved the
idex of an assoclation of war veterans
while they weré tent mates and compan-
ions in Sherman's expedition to Meriden,
Miss .5

Just who It was that first proposed Me-
morial day no one Hving - can tell with
certainty. Early in May, 1888, says the
records, Adjutant-General Chipman, of
the Natlonal encampment of the G. A. R,,
“received a letter from' some comrade,”
raeferring to the subject, but, with the
lapse of time, the name of the -writer
“passed from memory, and the letter was
loat or destroyed.” This comprade re-
ferred to the fact that he had served as
n private soldier in the Unfon Army; that
in bis native country (Germany) It was
the custom of the people (0 assemble In
the Spring time and scatter flowers on the

murzhal of the day, bas 4 somewbat re-

He, too, Is ldentified with the G. A. R,

graves of the dead, and he suggested that

the Grand Army of the Republic "Inaug-
urats such an observance, In memory of
the Unlon dead.™

The suggeation was accepted aa oppor-
tune, and was regarded with faver by Ad-
Jjutant-General Chipman, who &t once
made a “rough draft of & general order
covering the subject, and lald it, with
the letter referred to, before General John
A. Logan” who was then Natlonal
Commsander of the Grand Army.
General Logan set the seal of his
approval upon the suggestion, ad-
ded a few paragraphs to the order
and namead the 30th of May as a sultable
day for “strewing with flowars the graves
of comrades who dled In defense of their
country during the late Rebelllon, and
whose bodles now lle In almost evéry city,
village and hamlet churchyard In the
land."
" There are several other accounts of the
origin of the beautiful custom which will
be observed throughout the Unfon next
Thursday;, but this incident of the Jetter
is authentle and directly resulted in the
issue of the genéral order Instituting a
Memorial day,

Oregon’s Soldlier Dead.

In our own dear Dregon Is noe who has
written many touching verses commem-
orating the dead ““who slesp In River-
view,” In the soldler's narrow bed.: And
in gil future Memorial days no celebrs-
tion will be complete that does not include

service of thair country duriog the late
war with Spain. Brave as the bravest—
they, too, deserve, and shall receive, ev-
ery tribute that loving hearts can render,
Wharever the dust of a soldier [les, there
UVes = falleg hero. With James Russell
Lowell we can say that

We, with uncovernd head,
Salute the mered Jead.
Who went, and who return not.

Professor Pratt has concelved the very
admirable jdea of having those ileachers
who are sufficlently patriatic go with tha
school chiidren to the cemeateries and car-
ry fowers to place upon the graves of
the soidiere. Thesa graves are now eas-
iy distinguinbed by the lron atar which
surmounts o ahort rod sunk in the sod
of each grave that holds the body of
a Grand Army man. Many of the toach.
ers will endenvor to act upon Professor
Prat(s suggeetion on Thureday next

The laurel wroath of glory
Tha: decks the soldier’s grave,
Is byt the Snished story—
"l"bo recoed of the Drave;

Bang George M. Vickers more than one
decads mgo, and the recent confllet with
Bpain has proved him right, In his cone
clusion that—

He who dared the danger,
Who battied weill and tru,

To bBoner was oo stranges,
Tacugh garbed in gray or bloe

recognition of the men who dled In the

LISCHEN M, MILLER,




