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SHANGHAI, Oct. 23. Uncle Sam's repre-

sentatives In China have their hands fulL
The war has increased their business a
hundred fold. It has multiplied their re-
sponsibilities. The consulates are every-
where overrun with Americans. Claims
for damages of all kinds are coming In,
and persecuted missionaries are thicker
than blackberries in August. Nearly
cvery one has a valid ground for his
claim, and the total damages will form a
big bill for China to settle.

The busiest post of all is here at Shang-
hai. This is the center of foreign Interest
in China, and It Is the center of mission
interests as well. Since the war began
the Americans from the whole Yangste
Valley and from the country north and
60Uth of It have rushed in, and there is
still a steady stream going In and out of
the American Consul-Genera- oltice.
The Consul-Gener- al has had charge of
the American diplomatic Interests during
the greater part of this year. .Minister
Conger has been penned up in the Lega-
tion at Pekin, the telegraphic lines In the
hands of the Chinese have transmitted
little else than lies, and the real news of
the State Department has been supplied
from Shanghai.

It is a fortunate thing for us that our
Consul-Gener- al has risen to the demands
of his position. He has proved himself
one of the ablest of the men who are
here representing foreign nations, and be
has kept the United States at the front.
Five years ago he was comparatively un-
known except In the Northwest. Today
he Is an International character. The
great pow ers of Europe realize his ability
and his praises are sounded In half the
newspapers of the United States. You
have read of him and know that his
name is John Goodnow; that he come
from Minneapolis, and was appointed by
McKInley at the first of his term. You
may have heard that he is 42 years of age,
and that he was a business man, with a
political bent before he entered the Con-
sular service. These are matters of rec-
ord, but they give you little Ida of the
man. You have to live with John Good-
now to know him. I have spent weeks
with him, and I like him. Just before
the war I took a 10 days' trip with him
through the canals, a couple of hundred
miles back of Shanghai, In a houseboat,
and I can tell you he wears. Let me
make his e.

Our Consal-Genera- l.

John Goodnow is a combination of a
diplomat, a business man and a political
striker. He would not be out of place as
Minister to Pekin; he would fit well into
any crowd of New York bankers and
brokers, and he can hold his own among
the politicians of a National convention.
Ho is a blonde, about 6 feet tall, rather
Blender, but wiry and full of grit.

One thing I like about Goodnow is his
sturdy Americanism. He has not an Eng-
lish hair in his head, not a foreign bone
In his body. He believes in the living
present, and that the United States Is a
part of It. His American eagle has wings
which cover the world, and he thbiks
that President McKInley is directing Its
flight. He honors George Washington, 1
know, but when he came here an inci-
dent occurred which showed that he
honors William McKInley more.

There was at the time an old engraving
of Washington hanging near the desk
over the mantel In the Consul-General- 's

office. Goodnow brought with him a fine
steel engraving of McKInley, and when he
moved in he shoved Washington to the
back wall of the room and put McKInley
in his place. This caused a great out-
cry among the old American residents.
They said the act was sacrilegious, and
they called upon the new Consul-Gener- al

to remonstrate. Mr. Goodnow listened
patiently, and when they concluded by
asking him to pull down William and

George, he replied:
"I prefer William McKInley to have the

place of honor In this Consulate. He Is as
able as any President we have had, and
I owe to him my presence here. As to
George Washington, I am glad to have
his face still look down from my walls.
You may think his present place a sec-
ondary one, but, gentlemen, this is a live
Consulate. President McKInley Is very
much alive, and. If I remember correctly.
President Washington has been dead some

ears."
Much of Consul-Gener- al Goodnow's busi-

ness is with the missionaries. The United
States does more mission work In China
than any other nation, and Shanghai Is
the center of the American movement.
Goodnow Is a friend of the missionaries,
And he pushes their Interests. He recently
got a big block of land for one of the
stations from the Chinese officials, and
ho has done much to encburage the mis-
sionary hospitals, which he thinks are ac-
complishing great good. When he leaves
Shanghai he often places the Rev. Dr.
John R. Hykes. the head of the American
Bible Society, In charge of the Consulate,
and he makes It his business to watch
the interests of American missions as
well as American trade.

His Reason for It.
His action in this respect was probably

stimulated by a remark which President
McKInley made when Goodnow visited
him at the White House just before he
left for China. As the President bade
him good-by- e he shook his hand and
eald:

"Now. John, there Is one thing I want
fou to especially remember. That is that
fou are going out to China as the repre-
sentative of the American people, not
limply as the representative of American
rade. I want you to puh our trade lnter-ts-ts

in every possible way. but I want you
lso to keep your eye on the missions and

flo what you can for them; for remember
that for every man who Is interested to
:he extent of a dollar In trade there are a
thousand who are dropping their nickels
into the missionary plate

John Goodnow Is full of stories of his
jueer Consular experiences. His position
is a curious one. He is the Judge of the
Silxed court of Shanghai, and as such has
Jurisdiction of all Americans In his Con-lul-

district. As to some cases, he is
practically the Supreme Judge for the
Rhole of China. He has to deal with the
Chinese othcials, and he Is one of the ex-
ecutives who rule the foreigners of Shang-oa- L

As to the Americans, they use him
(or everything. Stranded sailors come to
aim for money to get home, and American
women and men bring their troubles to
Urn.

Not long ago a very pretty young wom- -
. who frequently grows desperate over
F quarrels with her husband, called at
fi Consulate. She came Into Goodnow's

ce, which, by the way. Is a very hand

ries
some one. It has the most beautiful desk
I have ever seen, and the carpet is a vel-
vet rug. Goodnow was sitting at his desk
when the woman came in. He looked as
he always does. Just as cool as the center
seed of a well-Ice- d cucumber, while she
sputtered like a doughnut when first
dropped into the boiling grease of the skil-i- t.

She almost screamed:
"Mr. Goodnow, I am going to kill my-

self! I am going to kill myself right
here!"

"What!" said the Consul-Genera- l. "1
don't think youmean it.. I don't think
you would be so impolite as to kill your-
self here and spoil my new carpet."

As a Peacemaker.
This made the woman more angry than

ever; but her anger was turned from her
husband to the Consul-Genera- l. However,
Goodnow soon got her to tell him her
troubles, and persuaded her to give up
all Idea of suicide and to go back to her
husband, as though nothing had happened.
She did so, and a few days later Good-
now saw the two walking along the
Shanghai Bund arm In arm, cooing and
chortling like turtle doves In the Spring.

One of the queer features of the Con-
sulate Is the Jail. This is necessary, for
the Consul-Gener- al has to punish the
criminals of his own nationality. The jail
is in the Consulate, and the prisoners are
fed by the Consul-Gener- al at a cost of 50
cents each per day. The fact that they
always come out fat Is an evidence that
the allowance is plenty, and the Consul-Genera- l's

cook, I suppose, makes a profit
off the feeding.

One of the curious characters In the Jail
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at present Is a murderer. He Is a very a
decent fellow, who killed a Chinese half
In but In such a way that he
was sentenced to Imprisonment for life.
I think Consul-Gener- al Goodnow Imposed
the sentence. The man is very kindly
treated. He spends much of his time in
the Consul-General- 's office, some In tak-
ing strolls about Shanghai, and another
part In his cell,-- where he goes to sleep.
He Is really a bright fellow, and he Is
glad to do such work as he can. First I athought that If I were he I would run
away, but upon second reflection con-
cluded that I should be surely arrested
If I sailed to any other port upon tele-
graphic notice from here, and that if I
took my chances among the Chinese I
should be either killed or starved.

One of the most influential of all the
diplomats here Is our Minister to Pekin.
The Important part which America holds
In the settlement of the war gives Major
Conger to a certain extent the balance of
power In the negotiations. He Is. if any-
thing, too diplomatic and too little ag-
gressive, but this may be caused by the
orders from the State Department, which
are holding back both the diplomats and
the Army from doing things which they
naturally would do.

All Looters but Americans.
The Americans so far are the only sol-

diers who have not looted Pekin. The
Russians have looted from the start, and
when disappointed In finding little In a
house they have killed the Inmates with
out mercy. The Russian Minister does not
attempt to restrain them. He merely
weeps and wrings his hands arid says he
can do nothing. It Is the same with the
French, whose soldiers have killed coolies,
women, children and old men withoutmercy. The Japanese captured 2.000,000
taels, or about $1,500,000. In the Board of
Public Works when they came In, and a
little later on the French, Russians andJapanese organized ofllclal looting, their
Ministers either not caring or not attempt
ing to prevent it.

The English troops were at first forbid-
den to loot, but after two days the Brit-
ish officers began a systematic collection
of all kinds of treasures and brought themto the British legation. They sent out
Hindoo Sikhs with pack trains andbrought silks, furs, jewels and silver intothe legation and sold them there at auc-
tion. The proceeds are to be divided up
among the British soldiers.

Minister Conger and the American of-
ficers have succeeded In Holding back ourtroops, much to the hitter's disgust. One
day the Americans found within theirlines 500.000 taels, about $425,000. The
French Immediately declared that the
line was wrongly drawnp-an- d drew theirguns on the Americans. An investigation
was made and the Americans rave in
and the French got the money. In the
same way our soldiers allowed the Rus-
sians to take the Imperial palace from
them after they had done the fighting and
lost eight men in taking it. The Russians
also took the Empress Summer palace,
the railway and arsenal at Tien Tsin and
other strategic points along the river. ItIs a question whether in these cases for-
bearance had not ceased to be a virtue,
but, at any rate. Minister Conger prob-
ably carried out the orders of his su-
periors.

The position of our Minister In thepeace negotiations is a trying one. The
Chinese, the. Russians and the British
all seem to be playing the part of the
monkey In attempting to use the Ameri-
can cat to pull the chestnuts out of the
fire for their respective countries, and
vigilance, backbone and diplomacy are
required In watching that they do not.
Major Conger has had experience as a
diplomat, as Minister to Brazil, where he
succeeded well, and also during the pres--
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ent Administration at Pekin. He has
been popular with the Chinese, as well as
with the Americans, and especially the
missionaries.

Friend of Missionaries.
There are altogether, not Including the

soldiers, something like 2509 Americans
In China, and of these 1730 are mission-
aries. They have colonies at all the
ports and stations at many places in the
Interior. Minister Conger visits them
and aids them. I have been told that he
Is a Unitarian, but his iceas as to mis
sions are strong enougn to please tne
most cast-iro- n Puritan. He makes a
good missionary speech, interspersing his
remarks with anecdotes and personal ex-

periences.
Denby will probably have

a big bill of damages against the Chinese
Government for their injuries to the
American legation. Colonel Denby owns
the legation building, so I understand. He
bought it while he was Minister for $35,-00-0,

and has been renting it to the Gov-
ernment for a big percentage on the In-

vestment.
Colonel Denby was our Minister here for

12 years, and as far as I can learn he
was a good one. He was popular with
both foreigners and Chinese, and at the
close of his first term there was a sur-
prising unanimity In the requests which
poured in from all classes to President
Harrison that this democratic diplomat
be retained. Every missionary and every
business man, American and English,
seemed to be interested in Denby. If I
remember correctly LI Hung Chang wrote

SnTH, AMOY, CniNA, IX CHINESE
CHINESE BOY.

letter, and one of the gieat churchmen
of England, I believe It was the archblsh-o- f

Canterbury, petitioned Harrison on the
subject. The result was that President
Harrison retained Colonel Denby, on ac-
count of his undoubted excellence, as long
as he could withstand the protests of
politicians, and then sent In the name of
Blair of New Hampshire to succeed htm.

The news of Blair's nomination reached
Pekin. and It is said that with it came

speech which Blair nad made against
tne Chinese in the United States Senate.
This speech, according to report. Colonel
Denby took with him and called upon LI
Hung Chang. He presented to LI the fact
that he knew Denby but that he did not
know Blair, and Blair was undoubtedly
unfriendly to the Chinese.

Denby Remained.
The result was that the Tsung 11 Yamun

Intimated to our State Department that
Blair would be persona non grata, and
Denby remained. I don't know that the
story told of Charles Page Bryan, when
he was r.omlnted Chinese Minister, stat-
ins that he had said he expected to go
to China with the American Rag in one

hand and the sword of Christ In the other,
came from friends of Colonel Denby or
not. Colonel Bryan told me that he never
uttered those words, and he attributes
their publication to other sources.

At any rate. Colonel Denby made a good
Minister, and If he did hold his job about
three times as long as the average Minis-
ter does, I don't see that it is any dis-
credit to him. There is a story out here
that he saved much money during his in-
cumbency. The salary, you know, is little

more than $12,000 a year, or, multiplied
by two to reduce It to silver, 524.000 in the
money of the country. I met a man In
Shanghai who told me that Colonel Den-
by had said that he had never saved less
than $$000 gold annually, and his whole
term must have, therefore, netted him In
the neighborhood of $100,000. The banks
here give from S to T per cent interest
on time deposits, and Colonel Denby prob-
ably pulled a nice plum out of his inter-
est account. After he left here he still
received a good salary, for President Mc-
KInley at once gave him an appointment
on the Philippine Commission, a place
which. It is said, he might still be hold-
ing had he not declined a reappointment.

We have an excellent corps of Consuls
In China. Fowler is doing good work at
Cheefoo, in keeping the Government post-
ed on what the Germans are doing, and
Anson Burllngame has a most Important
position at Amoy since the Philippines
have come Into our possession. It is from
his province that most of the Chinese of
the Philippines come, and we have now
about 100,000 Celestials there who are
more or less Interested In Amoy. Many
of hem are rich merchants who have
trade connections with their home city,
and this bring an enormous business to
the Consulate. It has put Amoy abov.
any othts. Consulate In China except
Shanghai, showing a considerable surplus
of fees above all expenses.

Steamer to Manlln.
There is a regular line of steamers from

Amoy to Manila, the distance between the
two points being about the same as from
Manila to Hong Kong. Consul Burlln-
game thinks his province should be con-

sidered a part of the American sphere of
influence, and he believes that Americans
should work up trade there. That place
Is one of the few where the United States
owns Us own building. This is a good
thing, adding materially to the standing
of the Consul.

When I first visited Canton this year, I
stopped with Hubbard T. Smith, who was
then In charge of the American Consul-
ate, serving during the Interim between
Dr. Edward Bedloe and bjs successor.
Every one knows Mr. Smith as the author
of "Listen to My Tale of Woe," "Swing-
ing in the Grape-Vin- e Swing" and other
hymnal melodies, but all do not know
tha't he Is one of the best officers In our
Consular service. He is one of the fev?
men on the permanent list being used by
the State Department to go from place
to place, fill all kinds of vacancies ana
straighten up mismanaged offices. In
Canton I found Mr. Smith close, but not
too close, to LI Hung Chang. He was
popular with the foreigners and success-
ful with the Chinese. He kept bachelor's
hall In one of the finest buildings in the
foreign 'concession of Shanghai, which he
had fitted up with electric lights and alt
other conveniences for the Incoming Con-
sul.

At Hong Kong, I met Rounsevllle Wild-ma- n,

a young man who Is figuring much
In the papers In his dispatches from
Hong Kong regarding matters In Manila
and China. He Is our Consul-Gener- al at
that place, and his position Is said to be
worth In the neighborhood of $10,000 a
yeai Mr. Wlldman is not only a diplo-
mat but also an author. He has pub-
lished good books about the Malays and
Straits Settlements, and has just issued.
In a small volume, an history
of China. He is a man of taste and
qulture, with a penchant for Chinese
snaff bofles and. curious pets, one of
his recent acquisitions being a young
tiger cat. which he fondles In the Inter-
vals of his Consular and diplomatic la-

bors. FRANK G. CARPENTER.

LEFT THEM GUESSING.

They Don't Know Noiv "Why He "Was
So MlRhty Crusty.

They were at the breakfast table. Mrs.
Pecklnham had succeeded, by executing a
clever flank movement. In getting hold of
the morning paper before the head of the
house realized what had happened.

"Oh, pa!" she exclaimed, after looking
to see whether there were to be any bar-
gains In taffeta silk waists, or hats, or

t skirts, or fancy hose, or corset covers,
or gloves, or "herringbone" cloth, or
walking Jackets, or velour blouses, or col-
ored dress goods, or anything of that
kind. "It says here that laughtng's good
for the digestion. Why don't you try It?
You know your digestion Isn't what it
ought to be at all. And that would
be such a pleasant way to get cured,
too."

"Yes, papa," Miss .Pecklnham added,
"you surely ought to give It a trial. It
would be so much better than taking med-
icine all the time."

"Well." the old gentleman replied. "I
dunno but It would. It's worth trying
anyw ly. When Is It that young Noodle-kin- s

coming to see you again?"
"Oh," the beautiful girl answered,

blushing and looking down. "I expect Sesl
here this evening. I I hope you don't
object to: Xo his coming to see me, dear,
darling, old dad. do you?"

"On. no! No! Not a bit of it! Have
him come often. Every evening If you
like. I want to give this new scheme a
fair trial. Just leave the door between
the hall and parlor open when you and
your Sesl are In there, please."

"Why. pa." the happy girl's mother
asked, "what makes you want the door
left open."

"So I can sit out In the hall and get
cured of Indigestion," he replied. "I

have to laugh every time I look at what
that fellow calls his face."

Ther the crusty old man put on. his
overcoat and started for the office, leaving
the ladles to wonder whether his indlges- - '

tion was worse, or whether 'he was maa
merely because he hadn't been able to
get hold of the paper. Chicago Times-Heral- d.

The Impious caddie will self his go If--ball
for gold.

NEW WORK FOR CONGRESS

IMPORTANT MATTERS WTLL BE
CROWDED INTO SHORT SESSION.

Only 11 Weeks for Actnal Work
Cuba, Oklahoma, Oleomargarine,

War Tax, Army, Extra Session.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2D.-- Llke all shortsessions, the last session of the Fifty-sixt- h
Congress will be a very busy one,

and probably when the adjournment
comes on the 4th of March, there will
be a great deal of business that many
people are Interested in without consid-
eration. The fact that there will be only
three months of the session, and out of
these three months about two weeks are
usually taken up for the holiday recess,
gives only about 11 weeks for real work.During these 11 weeks the appropriation
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bills must pass, and some provision must
be made for an army to take the place
of the army which will be mustered out
on July 1, 1901, and various other legisla-
tion must get through. If this fall, there
will be an extra session, and It Is Im-
possible to find any member of Congress
who wants an extra session. Certainly,
the Administration will be glad to avoid
It, and only the utmost necessity would
compel President McKInley to call an
extra session of Congress Immediately
after adjournment of the present Con-
gress. There will probably be a short
session of the Senate, which Is necessary
for the inauguration, of the President and

and to confirm such nom-
inations as the President may deem nec-
essary. The confirmation of officers,
however, at this time Is not so Important,
because the same President has been re-

elected.
War Revenue Redaction.

What Is considered one of the most Im-
portant pieces of legislation to be enact-
ed at. this session Is the reduction of the
war revenue tax. There is great com-
plaint in many sections of the country
of the present tax, and since there Is a
good surplus In the Treasury. It Is
thought that a portion of the taxes im-
posed by the war revenue act of 1S9S can
be dispensed with. The ways and means
committee has been called to meet some
days before Congress convenes to con-
sider a bill to either repeal or amend the
war revenue act. Of course, It Is well
known that It cannot be entirely repealea,
as he revenue Is necessary, but It will
be reduced, and possibly materially
changed. The stamp taxes. In many In-

stances have been found very onerous,
and men In all walks of life are object-
ing seriously to the imposition of these
taxes, which are not very great In them
selves, but which cause a great deal of

inconvenience and dissatisfaction. The
brewers want a big reduction. If not an
entire repeal of the extra $1 per barrel
wnicn was imposed upon their products.
Druggists and dealers in druggists' sup- -
ply articles, and manufacturers of pro
prietary articles, have been most persist-
ent in their objections to the continu-
ance of the war revenue tax, and will
demand repeaL So It is observed that
Congress will be severely criticised If Itgoes not amend the war revenue act,
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especially when all the revenue raised by
it is not necessary.

Probably one of the most important
pieces of legislation for the Pacific Coast
Is the Nicaragua Canal bill. This bill
passed the House at the last session, and
Is now In the Senate, set for considera-
tion on the second week of the session.
It is difficult to see how the opposition
to this bill will be able to defeat It. as
every vote ever taken on the Nicaragua
Canal bill In- - the past Congresses has
shown a majority In favor of It. At the
same time the opposition Is every fertile
In Its management of legislation, and
the three months of the short session
will possibly afford an. opportunity by
which the bill can be d. Of
course the last Nicaragua Commission,
for which the United States Govern-
ment Is paying $1,000,000, can be used to
good effect. It is not known whether the
report of this commission will be ready
when Congress meets. If not, a delay can
be asked, until the report Is In. Then the
report Itself Is of extreme length and
would take several weeks for examina-
tion, and the opponents o fthe Nicaragua
bill could demand time for reading and

the report. As a last resort they

WTLDMAN. HONG KONG, CHINA, AND
TIGER. CAT.

could read the report In the Senate, and
that would mean practically the defeat of
the legislation. It is stated that In-
cluded In the oppositon to the Nicaragua
Canal will be the Panama Interests, and
possibly a large lobby will be In Wash-
ington fighting the canal bill. At all
events it looks like a spirited fight to the
friends of the canal, who will have to
stand very firm if they are successful.

The Subsidy Proposition.
The subsidy shipping bill reached the

stage of report In, the last session of
Congress. The Senate committee on com-
merce and the House committee on mer-
chant marine and fisheries reported al-
most Identical'bllls for a subsidy amount-
ing to about $9,000,000 a year to be paid
to new ships flying the American flag.
It Is well understood that the men be-- ,
hind the subsidy bill will do everything
in their power to get It through. There
is a possibility that in the Senate it will
clash with the Nicaragua Canal bill, and
possibly the friends of the Nicaragua
Canal will have a compromise with those
of the subsidy bill In order to secure the
legislation. If such a compromise could
be brought about, both bills would pass.
If there should be a deadlock between
the Interests, both bills would fall. The
general Impression is that if this Con-
gress doee not pass a subsidy bill, that
the next Congress will, and for that
reason It may bo allowed to go through
without the long debate In the Senate.
If the friends of the subsidy bill should
determine to pass It. even If It forced an
extra session, the opponents would prob-
ably come down, as the Democrats, who
are the principal opponents of the sub-
sidy bill, desire an extra session less
than their Republican colleagues. It
would not be surprising to see the sub-
sidy bill go- - through.

Oleomargarine Again.
The House of Representatives has set

December 6 for the consideration of the
bill amending the oleomargarine act and
causing more stringent regulations to be
made for the enforcement of the oleo-
margarine law and to prevent oleomar-
garine from masquerading as butter any-
where. This bill has been urged by the
dairy Interets of the United States, and
will cause a great deal of disappoint-
ment amonjg them If It does not pass.
The probabilities are that It will pass
the House, but the Senate can defeat It
by prolonging debate. Republican Sena-
tors will naturally be Interested In It, '

but the Democrats will oppose It with
vigor because there Is danger that such
legislation as this will be followed by
legislation against cotton seed oil. which
now enters so largely Into the lards,
olive oils, and other manufactures used
for food.

Army Legislation.
The most Important matter to come up

before this session of Congress, however,
from almost any point. Is that of Army
legislation. It Is well known that the
Administration would like provision to
be made for an army of 100,000 men. In
this connection they would like to have
a regular army skeleton of 50,000 men,
with officers sufficient for that number,
and with further provision that In times
like the present, or until the Philippines
are pacified, that It can be enlarged to
100,000 men, just as the present regular
army of 27.000 men Is now enlarged to
63,000 by the addition of enlisted men to
each company, troop and battery.

In connection with the Army legislation
there is a possibility of the last political
campaign being thrashed over, although
It Is more than probable that the Demo-
crats will not feel mucn inclined to dis-
cuss the last campaign. They will op-

pose an Increase of the regular Army, but
it looks as If the Administration and the
Republican majority were determined to
Increase the regular army either to 50,000
or 75,000 men, and to provide for a tem-
porary force large enougn and strong
enough to put down the Filipino insur-
rection. If the Democrats put up oppo-
sition to this to such an extent as to
force an extra session, an extra session
will be called, and then the Republican
majority will legislate as It pleases. At
all events the Republicans are deter-
mined not to go backward on this subject,
apd they will force through such army
legislation as will meet the present de-

mands.
There is also a desire to reorganize the

Army staff in connection with all Army
legislation. It is doubtful whether tha

will be successful. The staff departments
are fighting all such proposed reorgani-
zation very hard, and the staff depart-
ments are a power In Congress.

Congressional Apportionment.
There Is a possibility of the Congres-

sional apportionment bill becoming fully
as Important as the Army bill In the mat-
ter of partisan politics. A large numben
of Republicans are determined to reduce
the representation of the Southern States
because the negroes of those states have
been disfranchised. There is no possi-
bility of passing such a bill as that at
the short session, especially with the lib-
eral rules of debate in the Senate. Just
as Gorman and the Democratic minority
defeated the last elections bill In the 51st
Congress, will the Democratic Senators
of the present Congress defeat an appor-
tionment will which will take away a
large part of the representation of the
South, reduce the power of the South In
the House of Representatives. In the Elec-
toral College and In all National conven-
tions. An extra session would be neces-
sary to pass any such apportionment bill
as that.

The probabilities are that while this will
be tried, it will not meet with favor. Re-
publicans representing states like Dela-
ware, Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio, In-
diana, Illinois and Kansas, where the
negro vote cuts an important figure in
every Presidential election, will not be
llKely to pass a measure which practically
acquiesces In the disfranchisement of the
negro in the South. If the Republicans
support a bill reducing the representation
on account of disfranchisement, they will
recognize such disfranchisement In a legal
manner. The probabilities are that an
apportionment bill will pass based upon
population, and that it will pass at this
session. As nearly every state Legisla-
ture will assemble this Winter, they can,
under the apportionment act, redistrict
their states in accordance with the num-
ber of members to whicn they will be en-
titled. As this will be urged, and as It
will probably soon be observed that the
proposed reduction of representation In
the South Is practically Impossible at this
session, the apportionment on a nonparti-
san basis Is likely to pass. It may be that
these Republicans are determined enough
to put it over until the next session, and
fight It out at the long session of Con-
gress. The 57th Congress will not be af-
fected by any apportionment legislation
any way, and as It Is Republican by a
good majority, In both branches, perhaps
the Republicans will decide to see how a
proposed reduction in the South will be
accepted.

Abont Our Islands.
Although the Philippines were discussed

up one side and down the other In the
last session of Congress, we are likely
to have a deal more of this talk In this
session. Not only on the Increase of
the Army bill, but In case the Republi-
cans decide to press what is known a3
the Spooner bill, placing the government
of the Philippines absolutely In the hands
of the President, there will be a great
deal of talk in the Senate. In the House
It can be shut off, but In the Senate
there will be abundant talk upon It.
Legislation for the Philippines, if It is
attempted, would cause a great deal of
discussion, but aside from simply pass-
ing the Spooner bill, It cannot be readily
seen what necessity there Is for legisla-
tion now or until the Islands are paci-
fied. From a Republican point of view
and that is the view that must be ac-

ceptedthere Is no necessity of Phlllp- -
J pine legislation. Some little legislation

may pass for Porto Rico, and Cuba of-

fers possibilities, but not probabilities.
In the way of legislative concern. The
constitutional convention which is now
in session at Havana Is not likely to
conclude its labors in time for this ses-
sion of Congress to act. Consequently
further than desultory discussion of the
Neely frauds, of proposed contracts and
Improvements In Cuba, little is likely to
be dome.

This prediction can be made with some
authority that unless the Cuban consti-
tutional convention acts with some ref-
erence to what Cuba owes to the United
States, and proposes a constitution which
will guarantee the safety of life and
property In the island. It will be repudi-
ated by Congress and the Administration.
There is danger that this constitutional
Convention will overdo Itself, and It may
provide loopholes by which the Island
can be robbed in big salaries and exor-
bitant contracts. It is incumbent upon
the Cubans who are forming the consti-
tution to have a frugal government,

the limited population of the Island
cannot stand heavy taxes.

Should Be Another State.
There ought not to be any question

about the admission of Oklahoma at this
session of Congress, and the State of
Oklahoma ought to appear at the next
Congress with two Senators and two
Representatives. The territory has near-
ly 400,000 population, which Is a popu-
lation of agriculturists almost exclusive-
ly, and Is not a floating mining-cam- p pop-
ulation, here today and gone tomorrow.
The territory has been- - marvelously pros-
perous, and It would be absurd for this
Congress to keep out a state which
shows such a large population, especial-
ly as there are at least seven ither states
with a smaller number of people, who
long .have had rights In the Electoral
College, and In the Senate and House of
Representatives.

Oklahoma, New Mexico and Arizona
were tied together to a certain extent
when propositions were made for their
admission. Arizona arid New Mexico are
kept out because of the large proportion
of Spanish population, general Illiteracy
and the almost certain fact that their
admission would mean four additional
free-silv- Senators. Thre was a danger
at one time that Oklahoma would add
two more free-silv- Senators If she wa3
admitted, but that danger Is now passed.
Oklahoma Is safely Republican, safely
for sound money, and if admitted now
by a Republican Congress, would prob-
ably be Republican for many years to
come- - There are no sliver mines in the
territory to turn It to sliver, and, al-
though It lies between Kansas and Texas,
and Is tinctured somewhat by Populism,
the redemption of Kansas this year would
Indicate that Oklahoma people from.
Kansas, Nebraska and other states In
that region are on the right road In
politics. Oklahoma is entitled to admis-
sion, and the probabilities are that it
will secure it at the coming- session of
Congress.

Mouth of the Colombia.
Of vast Importance to Oregon and

Washington is the river and harbor bill,
which ought to pass at this session. The
short session of Congress two years ago
passed a river and harbor bill, and It
will be remembered that the hard fight
was over the Nicaragua Canal provision
which It contained, and which was final-
ly yielded by the Senate, and the Irri-
gation proposition which the Senators
from mountain states Insisted should be
Included among the public works. No
river and harbor bill was .passed at the
long session, and that makes It neces-
sary for something to be done this ses-
sion, or works on rivers and harbors
will be sadly damaged by failure of money
to continue them and take care of them.
If a river and harbor bill Is passed, it
seems almost certain that provision will
be made for a channel 40 feet deep at
the mouth of the Columbia River, a pro-
vision earnestly recommended by all the
engineers who have passed upon It. and
which it Is understood has the approval
and sanction of the majority of the
members of the river and harbor com-
mittee of the House and the commerce
committee of the Senate. This deep-wat- er

channel at the mouth of the Co-

lumbia, followed by a deeper channel to
Portland, will probably mean the estab-
lishment of a navy-yar- d on the Colum-
bia River, or at least the building of a
Government drydock there, which has

L already been acknowledged as of prime
(.necessity and importance.

A. IT. DUNN.


