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iscussion of the “Common Poinl™ Question, by

Mr. Ellis G. Hughes.

When 1 prepa il the srilcle whish ap-

peared In your eus of Xovember 4

though | made ¢+ f¢W gemeral siatements |
as o the proper locatlos of the ses port
of the Colombta, my object was to point |
of giving welght in |

out the adwsrdif v

the dlscuestem to the opinions of Mr.

Huntington and & °r. Mellen, they Delug

directly Intesested !n xecuring the re-
moval of the port

smouth of fAe réver,
moval might rewuil
vantage of the Pacl
era! and Parfised in § articular, The dls
cussion havig been rontinoed by
advocotes of the montd  of the river, snd
they having sppwrontly made thelr case,
fi c=n at jeast 4o no. DArm to ansawer

o the genernl disad-

what has =ince heen w4, ana may do
somo good to wweike a g Wmeral statement |

of the situstion
Ay, Hammao vd.

Under date of Nevemier 15, Mr. Ham-
mond asks, or resigtan o ' questions 1o
which he apparcutly desire « answers. I

from Portland 1o the
even though sach e |

Northwest in gen-

Lthe

something. As to the deairability eof
Poriland doing all that 1t can to take
advantage of itr natural advantages, and
pothing to prevent those natural sdvant-

vation, I, at jeast, skall ralse no gues-
tion. All T have thus {ar objected to waas
apts of commimion in the line of foreing
things intoe unnatural channels, such as
treaking the joint lease for one, and Ariy-

other, and innumerable actzs of omisnion,
in; not utilizing the advantages which on-
ture offcred without! meney and without

price. The Celumbiy River 1= the mouth | bination of engineers, It will

of Portiand
did not even keop Ita mouth open: the
goind Lord forced It to take Its nourish-
megt, Of jate years It has mustered up
the onergy necessary (o keep its mouth
v opm3, and bBas been doing betier in con-
< sog.sence, If It will open its mouth 3
| Uttle wider and give the good Lord and
commercs o little better chance to min-
Ister unto ft it will 8o atll]l better. In
whai way Portland, by nctive effort, pre-

will snawer them sepmrately. The frst | ooy oitens that wikhes to do o from
Question Is: going to the mouth of the river or any

“Would 1t not be :0 '-hfn_z"‘"“",:"”ﬁ other seaport, the gentlemen who speak
Oregon generally, and o | = teciingly of every place being glven a

portion particulnrly,

1t by “the Wentern portion pog-tleularly™
Mr. Hammornd means his roud end the
exact point 14 wheh the comynon rats
was extended, we migat sdmit the ad-
waptage without afmttiing sny oprllgstion
on the Clty of Portlend, or amy” oOther
part of the country large. ta work
for, or on any raiirosd centering af Fort-
Jand to grant tho mate It woult
doubtedly be =n

gon between it and New York but that
it might
pmve this rate i& no suMelent ground
on which to bars s demard or aven
A request therefor. The bhurdem b
Mr. Hammond, or the place demand ng
the mte, to show iteel! entitied Chered o,
Thue far the arguments advanced hm ‘e
been lUmited to opinlons expresned. som @

s rince, by The Cregonian and lhe

tland Chamber of Commerce. and in-

Lerested opintons sxprossed of lute by M |

b

Huntingion and Mr. Mellen. When an at-
fompt I= made to ahow smome right to
the rate demandgd, it will be time enoagh
to dlscuss the <nestion

Whether the granting of terminal rates

if eopamo N Tates be |
axtended 16 “he mouth of the CinlumblaT™ |

un~- |
advantage 10 the City |
of Portland to have a rate of 1 cemt per

be to Poriland's advantags 10 |

on |

fatr charce Jdo not polnt out. They ap-
peer to be one and all of the opinlon that
1t would be nf great advantage to her
to close her mouth and refus= to take
her nourishment., save through 100 miles
of Tallroad, but they do not point out
the how, Fact is better than the¢ry or
fiction. 11 would probably take a very
long article to fTully demonnstirate
bow. The world Is full of rivers naviga-
bis for sen-golng vessels for some dis-
tunce from thelr mouth,

the river, and Portinnd would be bene-
fited by having it thers, the commercinl
| conditions which would produes thin siate
a1 thiage cannot possibly be pecullar to
the Coiumbin River alone: can, If existing
otherwise than in the Imagination, harnd-
Iy be limited to tha future, but must have
besn operative In the past, and among
the numerous instances where locatlons
and conditions ar: stmilar, oertainly old-
et, greater ocommercial clities
found lncated al the head of navigation,
while the seaport Is at the mouth of the
river, or between the commercial center
and the pea. Wil the gentlemen kindly
point out & single commeroial center and

]

%o the mouth of the river would or womid | preapart relntively =o located?

Dot benefit the eountry at lnrge depends
on whether the ralirosd or the sen-going
weane] jo the chenper means of tranapof-
tation between Portinnd snd the moufs
©of the river. All addnd cost of transpers
tation s ultimately pald by the produdey
and consumer. If ships ecan be chirtered
o Astoria or the mauth of the river
for so much less Ythan they can be char-
geredl to Portland as will pay the cost
of itransporiation from Portland to fhe
mouth of the river, over the roams of fhe
Northern Paclfic and Mr, Hammond, or

by river steamer, Lhe month of the river |

does not need the terminal rate to enuble
it to compete for the business. If for sny
rearon the ship cannot be chartered o
Astoris cheaper than It can be chariered
1o Portland, ar if the difference = only
such as to pay but 3 portion of the cost
of transporting !ts cargo from PorCiand
to the mouth of the river, aver fhe rouds
of the Northern Pacific afdd ¥r. Ham-
mond or by river steamef, fhen o AY
the terminal rate on the basin of (ranspor-
tation to the fmouth of tme river fo to
sdd the difference, «ither Jdirectly or (n-
directly, to the ¢omi # the cargo, and
to take it directly and indirectly out of
the producer &f the outward and emm-
mumer af fhe inward cargo, and making
& commaon fate ba the mouth of the Col-
umbia would mof ba to the sdvaniage of
“Orv on gemeraily.”

Mr, 'ymmén@ s decond questien s

I r. Melwf afifriendly to the inter-
ety of this sinte whesi he extends com-
mon rites to the mouoth of (he Columibdia
River against the protests of the O, H.
‘ N ‘.‘l\ y i

Mr. Npellen's personal feeling enn be
Judged of by the worid at large from his
acts only, Whether his heart was flled
with friendship for or hate of this state,
when he &id this sct, Is immaterial. In
this matter Mr. Mellen and the Northern
Paclfic are ono and it requires but ltils
eonsideration of the positlon whish the
Warthern Paclfic occuples at this time to
makes 1t clear that whatever Mr. Maijen's
pernotial feelings may have boen, he acted
o the matter as & clear-headed business
man in the Interest of his road.

An for thetr competitive territory, the
Northern Paclfic and the O, R & N
diverge at about the mouth af the Snake
Biver., the Northern Pacific carrying It=
Business over the mountalns to Tacoma,

Mr Sceley Is a0 unsophinticated, so un-
cu'nsciously disciooss to us what iz pass.
fr” In his mind, and is evidently so firm
in ':hn belief that he has not done 20,
thmy' It sesran Hke s pity to Alsturh him
I ha~e not alone grest respect for Mr,
Seclev, but alm a feeling of friendship,
I wil], theredore, only ask him to explain
how, Af the mouth of the Columbin 1# as to
the Piie!8c Coast, ar tha Puacifle North-
west, yhe exact coulterpart of what the
mooth of the Hodson, or the City of New
Tork, ks to the Atlantle, the pushing it
into wiyat I« ¢lalmed to he [ta natursl po-
sitfon L' to make Portland the “gueen
ety of the Columbla and the fnancial
center of the Pacific Northwenst”? New
Tork does mot appear to have crenfad,
foeunded or encouraged the growth of sny
queen clties or financiel centers at the
head of navigetion on the Hodson, A

| gremt ity at the mouth of the Columlla

the O. R. & N. bringing ita busineas down |

the Columbla River to Portland. From
thix point of Mvergenre the haul ta Ta-~
oomi Is not alone considernbly longer
than that te Portignd, freight must be
Falsnd one-half mlle in tne arr and lowered

agzln, as against steady down grade
o Portiand. Under this condition the
O R & cain muake n profit at o rate
&t which ¢t Northern Pacific must make
B sieady loes, and the ennanquence Is that
the North ‘acific cun cArry as from

eompeding territory only what the O, R

& N, sliows &t to carry T™he motive
which Induces the O, B & N. to make
and maintaln a rate which allows the
Northen Parific to carry what It does
., Barry at a presemt profit, s forelxn
o the feeus, »n long as the O, R & N

Bas the short line and the down grade,
and cap make a profit at a rate at which
s rivnl must moke & Joss, The ameount
of business and profit of the long Hne
and heavy grade of the Northern Pacific
is & matter of permirsion on the part of
The O, R, & N. Mr. Mellen has as good
&8 acknowledged this, but whether he
would divectly acknow'edge It or not, he
is too good & raiiroad man not to know
it 1t Mr. Mellen could add 10 miles
W the Baul of hile rival, without his rival
ercuring compensaling sdvantages there-
Drom. he would at least reduce his dtand-
wantage aven f e did not entirely equal-
fze It. DBut If be oould, while adding this
haol to the ilne of Nils rival, secure one-
Balf the added baul for his own rosd at
Bis rival's expense, he would ba in =till
better position, and might pomsidbly have
an afvartage where he now has the dls-
pévartage. The business done with Port.
and by the Northern Pacific. which would
e affected by this termimm! rate 20 the
muuth of the river & #o0 small in amount
e to gut no figure. For Mr. Mellen, as
sident of the Northern Pacifie, and act.

r In e Interest, to seek to foroe term-
Inil rstes to Astoria, 1s the moundest bust-
mese pelicy. 1f Mr Mohler, as president
of the 0, R & X, were to follow Mr,
Meiien's lead, he would be !Imoompetent
to i1 the posmition which he at present
ids. “The fact le, that neither Mr. Ham-
mond's road for the mouth of the river
2 in a termina mate position. To the
Jay mind, the termimal rate is & dovice
t escape ruinous competition, by Axing
such rates as will emable & road dlasd-
waningeously situated tn do part of the
buniness st a profit while giving to the
road] advnntapeousty situated, and which
should 4o the whole, the same aggre-
gote profit on what It retalns of the
businesa, ns though It &d the whole at
rhat for it would be a fulr mate: To keep
& rival, coming into competition with [t
&! 2 irue terminal, from competing for
what it comiders as exciuzively its ter-
itory (a3 belog directly along its line), by
ueing itz returm mate, & road st times
* terminal ratea to  Imtermedlate
@oints on its own Une. Thin Is & far as
the terminal mte proposition has been
up to thizs time. Nelthag Mr.
Hummond's road nor the mouth of the

5
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will remain nothing mare than a dream
until thern In a chinge In natural condi-
tlome or tiie laws of commerce. There s
no point of resemblnace betwsen the
mouth of the Hudson and that of the
Columbia. The Hudson does-not run with
the stream of commerce which conters in
New York. Were the City of New York
located at Albany, with Its present com-
merce, fotr-fiftha of that commerce
would have to follow the ship 10 miles.
If New Yori® was, parchance. <ited as an
example of & olty loosted below the hend
of navigation. In answer to the challenge
contained in smy firs{ commualcation, Mr.
Serley must gruess again

Mr. Bholes sind Mr. Turner Jdo lttle dut
sing the song «f changed conditions sung
by all. But they fafl to poist out & sin-
gle instance in which the change of con-
ditlons to whidh they refpr has worked
even the sfightett change tn the workiogs

ages 0f themselves working out her sal- |

|

alter or In the alightest degres changs
thelr existence. They elther
1 exint. As to ths deducilown
drawn, an to the theory advanced by Ma-
Jor Sears, the opinion of ah engineer or
body of engineers, as such, Is of no spe-
vinivaue, unjeas “he subject be in the iine
of the speécial training and experience of
the engineer. The face is that the subject
is n commercial ome, eotirely outside the
line of the engincera’ special training and
experience, which rather dlsguaiifies than
qualifies hitn lo give an oplalon en the
subject. Commercial seaports are estab-
llzhed by comumerce, aciing in obedience
to the law of demand and supply, on the
basis of nrofit and loss. Enginesrs are at
times called in by commerte (0 render a
place seiected by It an a commercial sea-
port more convenfent for ita use. When
Mr Bchenk or any othér gentleman of his

ing the Alasks trade to Sesitle for an- | profession can point out a single commers
|-:m senport

ancient or modern, cortab.
ilshed by or by reason of the opinjon of
or on the advice of any snginesrs or com-
be time

For many years the clty | encugh to give wolght to- thelr opinlons

as such. Enginesrs do pot even figure In
determining the directlon of traffic by
rail. When the commercial side of busi-
ness has determined the general line on
which the road Is to be bullt, fts terminal
points and general course, the matier is
turned over to the enginesr to find the
easlest grades shorteat iine, chenpest
conatruction: when the road ia completed
they bave no connection with its opers.
tion, and are In no wise responsible for
its svecess or Inck of success as an in-
atrument of commerce. The mere opin-
lon of the American Boclety of Clvll En-
Eineers an to the corréctnosg of the Je-

duction drawn by Major Sears is value- |

lesa. 1, for one, should have been pleansd
to read an argument golng to dlsprove
the theory ndvanced by Major Bears made

| elther by n moclety of engineers, a single

the |

it the proper |
slace for the ssaport Is at the mouth of |

engineer or any other man. The charts
of the world's harbors show the facts to
b am winted IFf thev e=s not the resnll of
the tmunutable law stated, what produced
the result?

Though of the opinlon that thers i» no
contest now on between the Inland ses-
port and the coast seaport, other than In
the Imagzination of the advocntes of the

| eoast seapari, and In the newspnpers, but

may be |

that the question waes settled before any
of the contestants were born, by com-
merce following of its own motion the
line of least reslstance and grentest profit,
I will now uridertake to answer what
Mr. Behenk apparently considers an argu-
ment. To do so it will be necessary to
first clenr away wsome of the rubblsh
which Mr, S8chenk has ignomntiy or in-
tentionally brought in.

The general praposition was and is, The
cnmmercial port of & region will be as
clowe to the producer as [t is possible

| to reach with the clnss of transportation

of that immutatile law, wivich has In the |

part fized the location of great commer-
¢la! ports, which bhas heretofore caumssd,
and still causes, yrommerces carried on for
& profit to seek thwe line of yleatest profit,
Natursl laws do notl b -omse antiguated,
gravitation and édlstan.. are now what
they were In the heginning. They will be
what they are mow when there & no
Portland. and no oouth of the Columbia
River, Ocean cominerce al'ways has, does
now and always il recelve Its suste-
nance from the lanll, and not the sea, the
depth of water In ;tea ports slways has
been. is now and always will be limited
conrequently the seg-carrier will have ts
imit the requirement of tihe psaports in
thin respect In order to do businesa. Mr,

Huntington showed great wislom when |

ho recognized the fmct that the future In
longer than the prasent, IMd he forget
that the past Ia as Jong as the future,
end that we know @ little of the past
ronsldernble of the mesant. but ahsolute-
Iy nothing of the fiwure? It Is not im-
possibhle that Mr. Hil may fAnd hiz very

large steamers n fallure any more than it |

= an impossibiiity for Fortland to open

her mouth to a depth. of ¥ fest when it |

appesrs to be necessany. Much fa s
about the deercase In Portland's com-
meroe. The records do not show It
there are fallaclea In my fArst articks, 1
will be obliged to Mr. Turner if he will
take the time to polot them out 1f
Mr. Hill sald that he would oarry freight
from Buffalo across the Ppoific for T 1
per ton. by any now Xnown means of
transportation, he was playing to the
gods of the gallery, o thing he very often
does If Mr. Tomer belleves that Mr,
Bl could do this thing he may be hon-

I

est. but he 1s absalutely without knowl- |

edge on the subject on which he spenks,

Mr. Stafford pleads for rap'd transit. It
takes aAn OCeAN Stemmer carry ng O tons
af freight about two hours Jomger to
make the run botwesn the mouth of the
river and Portland than 4t would take
an ordinary freight traln renning on aw
erage time. Tt would take frosm 10 to M
average freight tralna, and, as things go,
something over ¢ hours te transpor
whst the steamer carries In about
hours. The trip up the river, in cleaning
the bottom of the vessel ahortens Its run
nbout 1 to 16 per cent. In point of time,
the steemer ot salling vessels appear
to have the advantage.

Mr. Sehenk.

In »o far as Mr. Schenk speaks as 8w
Oracle, unsupported by fact taken from
the records of the world's commernce,
without argument, save that based on fu-
ture events evolved from his own Imner
consciouxness, but of the happening of
which there 1= no sign, Indication or
faintest shadow In existing conditions,
and of which there can be no reaspnable
hope or fear. n=x based on or arieing out
of past expericnee, I shall not attempt
to answer him., That which a2 llmited to,
It s, or It i» not, I» snanswerable, In
a0 far as Mr. Schenk’s article is devolea
to a discussion of the respective merits
and standing of Major Sears and himselt,
I shall mot attempt to answer or follow
him, for the reasons: First, that T am =
unfortwnate as te know nothing what.
aver of Mr. Bechenk: second. that the mat.
ter appears to have no bearing on tho
question under disvussion. Major Bears,
from well-astabiiehed farts, tn-wit, the
actual loeatlon of the great
seaports of the world, deduced a geneml
lsw Thiv was a strictly sclentific meth.
od of arriving &t a concludon. The facts
on which the theory was based either da
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| of water;

demandad by the requirements of the
country.” It appears evident, or at seast
that 1t should he evident to one of ordinary
mental eapacity, that when the terms pro-
ducer wns ured In tho abovestatement, the
Individunl producer, consldered as such,
was not Intended. What Is upder con-

slderation s the commercial post of a
reglon, and as, thus fay, not even rall-
roads, constructed by congineers, have

been nble to provide sich septrate pro-
ducer with a commercial center at his
front gate, to attempt to Hmit the term
as used hore to the individual, or amall
colleotions of individuals, or ought else
thian the great body of producers of tho
region, the commercial port of which 1=
under dizcussion, Is to attempt to shirk
the guestion by splitting halrs, and .the
pleture drawn of the wanderings of the
oommaercinl center through the country
east of the Caseads Mountalns until 1t be-
came lost, 1= not funny, hes not even the
merit of wit—it Is simply stupld. Both
in the interlor and on the seahoard the
commerte of the country collects In cen-
ters In which 1= collected that which the
tributary country produces, and from
which s distributed that which 1t <¢on-
rumes. What ia here to be understood by
the producer, s the body of producers of
a region, made one by common Interests
in a commen commereinl port, er at least
In o svstom of interlor collectlon and
distribution, which may advantageously
meet at such port, the fundamental gues-
tion being where that port should or will
be locnted, and the law which governs
its logation, The proposition stated be.
Ing, In other words, nolthing other or
further than that the commercial port of
a section will be between the great body
of the producers of the section and the
®en, as near to the producers as a body
as it can get from the sen. The foregoing
ts suMclent answer, to Mr. Schenk’s sup-
posed case of a seaport At the Great
Lakes, laving the great body of the
country to the east behind It. Bo far as
1 have been able to discover, no one has
glnfened that the seaport should have the
country the wants of which Il was to sup-
ply. bstween it and the sea, so that the
producer would have to follow the mea-
going vessel with his products. As close
to as posaible iz not consclously under-
stood to meun through to the other side.

If 1 correctly understand Mr, Bchenk's
line of argument, his cialm is that the
quesntion, Does the ocean carrier get as
near to the producer as Is at all possible
under the clrcumstances, and are great
commercial ports Invariably established
ns far from the soa and as near tha pro-
ducer as waterways subject to naviga.
tion of sea-golng vessels will admit? that
ia, invariably at the hend of navigation
for mea-going vessels, where the line of

the waterwiy Is from the sea towards the |

producer, must be answerad In the nega-
tive. and that the claim that the sca-go-
ing vessel stops Ak near the coast as It
ean bs reached by land transportation is
proven, by the fact that all commercial
poris are within 100 miles of the sea.

1t would appear to be an all-sufficient
answer to thiy line of argument to aay
that thouzh it does not app=ar to be
known to Mr. Schenk, it Ia a fact, and
may be stated as such, that ocean car-
riers are not so constructed as that they
muy be operated as ordinary wagon roads,
on ruilroads, or through the air, or sven
an rivers having lesa than a certain depth
Ax & consequence, whatever
mlght be thelr desire to penetrate furth-
er, they are obliged to stop In each case
at the head of navigation for sen-golng
vestols; and as the world was not =
made that the waters navigable for sea-
going vessals penetrate very far inland,
In any but & very few instances, the groat
commercial ports being within the same
distance from the coast as the head of
navigation for sea-guing vessels, ars as
a rule within 1) miles from the coast in
an alr lne, though often at a groater
distance by tha channel traveled. And
that his {Ine of argument does not hold
good, or go to prove his contention, with-
out a showing that the penstration of
waterways, navigable for sea-going yes-
acls, {a common, bevond the imit of dis-
tance from the sea within which great
commercinl ports are as & matler of fact
established and exiat, or at least the clia-
tion of a few Insiances in which the line
of penciration being in the iine of ap-
proach to the producer, the commenrcial
port is Detwesn the head of navigation
tor sea-golng viasels and the ses, and
that If the commercial port is as a matter
of fact in al! cases, st the extreme head
of navigation for sea-golng vessels, where
the llne<of penetration la towerds the pro-
ducer, whether the distancs of the pert
from the sex be 10 miles or 100 Is Imma-
terinl, the facts go to prove the ruls con-
tended for, and do prove It conclusively in
#0 far as anything can be proven conclu-
sively, unless zome other rensonable ex-
planation of the fnein can be given.

Commercial seaporis and the laws which
govern: thelr locatlon, being a subject
entirely forelgn Lo the dutles and lne
of thought and apecial education of the
civil engineer, he may be entlrely ignoe-
ant of the subject, without being the less
first-clnea in his profession. But if thers
is one thing in which, more than another,
d to be an expert,

show Mr. Bchenk wrong In hls conton-
tion. A comparison of Mr. Behenk's fig-
ures with the true figures appears to show
that the genileman Is nol evén an en-
Eineer.

As showing the actual penetration In-
land from genernl coast line, Mr. Echenk
Kive Dguree for  number of leading ports
of the world ns follows:

Miles.
AntwWerp ...... ... 8 Baltimore ......

Miles. |

Haimberg oo sduiCharienton ...

London .. Midavannah .... ......13
Gi Z|New Orieans ......—
Boston .., Hzan Fra crnpi—
New York .. ﬂ} IBRA veis  vebeed
i"hlilﬁeiphtn cossssMOITRCOMB coov vaninns

We eapy from the Encyclopedia Brit-
tanica; the part copled In each case I
In quotation marks the balance ls our
own. “Hamburg, one of the mos=t remark-
able cities of Germany, and, Indeed, of
Europe, ranking is it does an the first of
Ril the seats of commerce on the conti-
nent, is situsted on the right bank of the
porthern arm of the Eibe, about 33 miles
from the mouth of that river.”” In an air
line to the nearest polpt, Hamburg Is

about 50 miles from the Baltic
“Antwerp, the capital of thse Province

miles from the open sea, and 3 north of
Brussels, In a level tract, on the right
bank of the Scheldt.” In an air line Ant.
werp ls 43 miles from the nearest point
on the seacoast.

“London, the metropolls of England,
and the chlef town of the British Empire,
| Is situsted on both banks of the River

Thames, about §0 miles from Its mouth.”
}Thl.u distance may be Intended for the

couras of the river, but the charts of the

Engllsh Admiralty show It to be 3 nauo-

tieal miles In an alr line, or about S8
| geographical miles from the heart of Lon-

-
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be says as to New York, or his deduction | depésd on the amount of common senss | on the same terma the O. & N. Co. might
from the figures given n the casme of | !ts owners have at command. 1If, on the | have done It then,

Cualveston and Hooston. Theugh Mr. | other band, Mr. Schenk Is simply an ass | We have been favored with many opis-
Schenk uses dut one of the many rall | er & cheerful lar, he need remaln awsy  Jona on this subject, from tirmen of
ronds entering New York from the West, | nelther on our account or his own We | b0 experiance, less Informaflon, and far
to compare with the one which follows | are a4 small community, but we are cos- | lems judgment, Raliroad men sttempling
the Hudson, his figures show conclustvely tan, xad have had and now have | 10 push thefr own Interests, =t bout
that the great bulk of the commerce cen- o8 all manner and condifions of | Men, owners of town lota, etc. If we are
tering at that city lles to the west and | men: we cas stand him, and he will not | 10 shirk the facts as they exist and make
southwest, and that only a fraction of it | be lonely But we warn hm (o leok Lo | A case on opinlons, would #& 2ot de welk
follows the Hudeon. Vandor- | hia reputotion. We have now with us | '0 give welght to an oplnion founded on
bilt received hin cducation irn the school | men whe can evolve atatistica from their | A% experience of A thousand years, Iather
of commerce, and had no ea that he | inner consciousnass at a rate which he | 10 son? The English peopls are ihe
could change natural lawn He saw | will find 1t ATMeult o equal, greatest maritime nation on the face of

clearly that he coudd be but a small part
of the general proposition, and that
whether he was anything at all. as well
as hin sxact sise, depended not so much
on what he could dc In the way of fore-
ing commercs, as on what he could do to-
wards attracting her friendly notlce, and

| securing her favors, and, finding bar de-

about @ miles from the North Sea and

of the same name, Is situated about 50 | In

|
|

|

termined to make New York her hend
center, he Ald what he could to g®t 1o
that center as quickly an posaible.

But it is in the onse of Galveston and
Houston that Mr. Schenk shines with pe-
rullar brilliancy. Many ysars ago 1 read
an article favering a high protective
tarlf, which, aa fllustratihg the evils of
free trade, cited India and i famines.
1t has never been exactly clear (0 my

The General Situation. the earth: they began as vikings fo be-

. come the worlds carviers by sem, which

When I cama tq Portland, now near 38 | oo thos have gerupted for some caf-
years ago, [ waa Mrongly fmpressed with | furies. As long s they butld Manchester
the belief that Portland was in the wrong | canals and make navigable small oreeks.

§

Like alil who know nothing of sea-
from exparience or a study of a
of the worid and the records of ity
commerce, 1 belleved a mea port should
b as pear the pen as possible, I had an
abiding falth In the profundity of my
own wisdom, but had sdvanced beyond
the know.it-all stage. and had some ysars

come to the concluston that
nature knew & Httle more than 1 A4, and
made fewer mistakes. As a comsequence,
the fact tha: Portiand was, caused me o

al a cost of more millions than ever Mr.
Huntington, Mr. Hill ar the friends of Mr.
Behenk have at command, Portiand mey
continue to trust in God and keep the
channel of the river open to any depths
which commerce may requite,
Portland's Kecds,

While 1t wouid certalnly be greatly to
the banefit of Portland If ske would puah
to the utmnet the advantages which nn-
ture has given her, puiting her ahouider
to the wheel, helping forward the good
wirk which the good Lord has thus far

¢

mind Just how free trade produced the
citmatic conditions which were and are
the naturnl cause of the famines And It
not more elear what Mr. Bohesk's
heating, bluck weevil and maggots havo
to do with the question of whether Hous-
ton Is or Is not, surely i slowly, dls-
tancing Galveston lo the mce, and that by
riason of a channel of only wvery moder-
ate depth, and as against vast expend!-
turen at Galveston. Are the general cli-
matic conditions of the two placea widely
different? Ix thers no hesting, weevil or
maggot at Houston, and do they all come
in and damage the grain in the short
distarice from one city to the other? Or s
it Celveston's lecation on 4 sand spit
which makes the heating, weevil and

HERE'S YOUR CRANBERRY SAUCE, SIR.
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don to the true mouth of the Thames,
which is the nearest point to the san.

"Glasgow, the most populous eclty in
Great Britain, next to London s sltuated
on the banks of the River Clyde In the
Scottish County of Lanarkshirs, about M
miies above Greenoch." The distance of
Gresnoch from the =fa Is not glven In
the article as to that city, but an exam-
ination of an English Admiralty Chart
shows 1t to be located on the Firth of
Clyde, about 70 milas from Its mouth, and
that, in an alr line, Glasgow 1z about N
miles from the genernl western ooast
{ine of Bootiand.

Mr. Schenk appesrs to have assumed
"that maps of the United Biates were to
be had in these Western wilds, and his
figures as far as American ports are res-
sonably correct. as to the alr line dls-
tance from the nearest point an the sea-
shore, It appears to me rensonably self-
evident that those ports situated on baya,
or on rivers not navigahble for ses-going
vessels above thelr mouth, offer no anal-
ogy to the case under conalderation
‘Where there Ia but one there can bs no
salection, either by commerce or the Indi-
vidual. As facts they have no man-
ner of bearing on the question, whether
feE-going commerce will seloct the port
farthest inland In preference to one
directly on the sea, when it In offered the
cholce between the two for practically
the same tectlon of country. Omitting
then Boston, Charleston, Bavannah and
| Ban Franciseo, ar cases having no bear-
ing. and the ports of Tnooma and Port-
land as (nvalved In the discuesion, let
um take the distance the sga-going corfi-
morce tmvels In the casen given, with
one or two others. Tle figures here glven
are from the gen to the port by the chan-
{ nel, The authoritles from which the fig-
ures are taken do not say whether they
are In nautical or geographical miles:

' H“';&Phusd Ipht )m":&
reawmernee 2 B ereen d
I*{l;g:\g"t vs sasass M New Orleans .. w7

BB vese sesass BCRICUNIN ..oo suenes B
Id?::’m @,Burduu: v b e I
Baitimare .... ....1H

Antwerp and Hamburg are the two
greatest commercial sea ports In Cimtic
nental Butope, the riversars In hoth cases
obatructed by lee in Winter, and In both
cases there Is ample raliroad facllities
from the port to the =en at the mouth
of the river. All of the ports glven are
of the largest In the world, That of Cal-
cutta, for Instance, having a nice Hitle
maritime trade of somé ¥FI00.000,000 an-
nually, The navigation of the viver Is,
in moat of the cases, more difMcult than
that of ths Columbis to Pertland. The
shortest distance from the port to the
sea, As given by Mr. Schenk, i= only about
balf the distance by the channel trav-
eled ax given by other nuthorities. If
the ship travels, In thess cases, double
the distance necessary by land transpor-
tation. does mot this go to prove that the
average cost of transpertation {n inland
waters In sea-golng veasels, Is less than
one-hall thut of land transportation. If
commeree profers 61 miles of river to 23
miles by land {the latter figure is Mr.
Bchenk's), in the case of Hamburg; If It
profers 17 miles of bay and civer to W
miles by Iand, in the case of Bajtimore;
1f it prefers %0 miles of Arth and river to
2 (Mr. Bchonk's figures) miles by land,
In the fase of Glusgow, the inference in
rather ta favor of than against tha im-
mutabls law, and it [s reasonably safe to
enmmerce will prefer 19

the obedience tn Immutable law may ap-
pear to be infinltessimal, as My, Schenk
inime. Fuil the existence of that law
st all fs the lssue here the distance

maggot pecullar to that port? If they
are not pocullar to Galveston, but Houos-
ton has them to the same extent, what
have they to do with the question of
whether Houston s slowly getting away
with Galveston, any more than the fact
that Galveston Is out of line of the larg
et tonnage of commerce, unless Houston
i In lne with that tonnage, has 1o do
with the guestion? The figures given by
Major Ssars show a large Increass as for
both places, but the Iarger increase for
Houstom. He clulms this as the result of
& chunnsl permitting inland penetration
of commerce, Mr. Behenk sneers at the
proposition. Fils argument in simply ab-
siird. He might try another guess,

in a genern]l way Mr. Bechenk xives us
much information which could not pos-
sibly be obtained from any other sourcas,
for the reason that the actual facis an
shown by the recond do not agres with
hls ststement. He also calls our atten-
tion to the wrong we have dons, In hin-
dering the development of the coast eoun-
try to the west of Portland, by Kkeeping
back from it the tide of immigration.
We have always supposed that we wore
allowing the tide of Immigration to take
eare of ltaslf, and that It was the char-
ncter of the country which prevented the
more rapld development of this msection.
As one of the cltizens of Portland, 1 wish
to thank Mr. Schenk in thelr behaif for
ealllng our attentlon te our error, and to
assure Nim that in the future we will do
nbesoluteily nothing.

Am anawer to Mr. Bchenk sbould prop-
erly end him, but hils arnicle appears to
contaln & note of warning, of @ dark and
dirgful future for Portland. We find there-
in the following: "“Now lines to the coast
for raiiways will be formed by the nerth
shore of the Columbla from the Sound
and from Southeastern Oregon. To our
own personal knowledge these routes have
been clossly examined and faverably re-
garded by experts employed by men who
could buy out half Portland. Such men
do not hastily go Into competing . lines to
reanh an ocean port. When they do so
reach out they Ko to stay.” What can
this indicate. other than that, under the
diervtion of Mr. Bchenk, a great combina-
tion of espitul ls about to undertakes to
a0 change (he course of commerce ma to
jeave Portland out in the cold. Tweaty-
five years ago this would have produced
an effect on the writer, If not on Port-
land. But In those twenty-five years we
have secn many things, such as engl-
neers, capitalists, milroad presidents,
eitiex of destipy and the Investment of
many milllone in a coast harbor, and tha
sun has conttnued to rise and set in the
same old way, the attraction of gravila-
tion #tll csuses our rivers to flow past
Portland to (he ses. and the actual
growth of the oity has becn two to one In
popuiation, and the true commercs of the
Pacific Northwesnt, to that of any, even ths
most ambirious and bilatant of Ita rivals,
and we have lost faith in enginetrs and
capitaiists, to guin it in the lasting force
and effect of the Immutable law, which

F and inquire why. My first Inquiry
was as to what had been done to0 make
the city. 1 found that sttempts had besn
made te move it In turn te Bt Tlelena
Kalams and Astoria; dbut, in spite of thess
attempis, and notwithstanding that no
effort had bean made by any one to re-
tain It In is present pesition, it had re-
mained atationary and continued to grow.
This appeared (o me to Indicate the work-
‘ng of a natural law. I next Inquired of
sea caplalns why they brought their ves.
sels (o Portland, Instead of stopping at
Astoria, though they had frequently to
lHghter fully half the cargo, and found
that under the most unfaverable coodl
tiona of low wator there was a saving of
from 0 to several thousand dollare on
each trip In doing so, and the business
slde of the propoaltion was clear to me.
I next took acesunt of the genera! lay of
ths country, and found the Pacific North.
west to be a country of broad wvalieyn
great rivers and rugged mountain ranges,
two of the latler being coatrelling Influ-
ences on the trade of the country; the
Coast Range, extending from Callfornis
to the notthern boundary of Washington,
having an elevation of about 4000 feet, and
about T8 miles to the eastward of this,
extending from California to Britlsh Co-
lumbin, the Cascade Range, having an
elevation of about 000 feel, with some fow
passes as low as W00, Houth of the Co-
lumbla and between these two ranges
I found a section of exceedingly (fertile
lang, about doubla the size of the State
of Massachusetts. This wsection coula
reach the sea by crossing the coast moun
tains at heavy mountain grades, but,
nlong this entire Coast, was no harbor
admitting other than lght-draft coasting |
ressela, untll the Columbla was reached,
and L was compelled to seck itn outlet Ay
Portland, which is reached by mall, at
average watar-level grades, by follow-
ing the course of the valley belween the
two ranges of mountains, o Pnru-nd.i
situated at the end or mouth of this val- |
ley. The country south of the Columbia
and east of the Cascade Mountalns could |
reach or be reached from the sem, at a
port admitting vessels of all classes, =t
average waler-level grades, only by the
punas of the Columbla and by way of Port-
iand, just at the mouth of this pass, or
at heavy mountaln grades, by crossing
the Caszcade Range, to the wvalley be-
tween the Cascade and Coast Hanges,
and going northward to Portland, just s
the mouth of thin valley. To the north
of the Columbia and west of the Cascade
mountains, 1 found the country divided
into two sections by its general lay =nad
fts watershed, Puget Sound maming In
to the east of the Coast Mountains, and
Extbnding southward to very near the
watershed of the Columbia, the ecoun-
try around the Bound brokem In charac-
tar, and almost entirely without agricul-
tural lands, though rieh In resources of
fimber and minerals, naturally finding Its
Okt to the sea by way of the waters
of (he S8ound, but the country M the
=®on and within the watershed of the
Columbia, finding its outlet by way of
that siver and the Qity of Fortland. The
country east of the Cascade Mountaina,
and north and east of the Columbis,
counld reach or be reached from Lhe sea
by way of Pugest Bound, by crossing the
Cascade Mountalns at heavy grades, but
couldn't be reached at low grades, save
by way of the pass of the Columbla ana
the City of land, and I found Port-
jand locsted @t tho mouth of these naw
ural fonoais formed by the mountalin
When I had fAalshéd my Inquiry
and examination of the sountry, my opin-
fon was formed. [ have at no time sinoe
seen cause to change it. On the contrary,
time and events have anly served o
strengthen 1L
Doubtleas the gentismen who have
ralaed this guestion are firm in the bellef
that it is new and that but for thelr
goeal Interests the contrelling advantages
of the mouth of the river might never have
been ®scoversd. If this is the case, they
may disabum thelr minds of the fNattering
thought. Befere the Columbia Fiver
knew theam, It knew other men, squally
wine and with infinttely more capital,
and thase men lved at Portland and
owned and controlled the Oregon Bteam
Navigation Company, the then traaspor-
tation monopoly of tha Columbin baving
great capital and making enormous
profits. To these wisa men It also ap-
peared that the proper place for a sea.
port was at the ses, and wholly abaurd
that & v | hould come 100
miles Into the interior. Becoming pos-
sesped by this ides, to ;:-mﬂda ; very
cheap meana af transportation to the sea,
they t 18 large bharges and provided
tow ta, and buflt & gress wharf at As
toria to hold the wheat they wern to
carry to the seagolng vemsel, and at which
that vessal might discharge ita lnward
and take on its outward cargo. That the
vemsel would be caly too glad to stop at
Astoria If she ecould get her cargo thers
was & proposition just ss plain to them
as It is to these very sstimable gentie-
men who have so Jataly rediscovered IL
In fact, {t was too plain for argument.
It simply ecould not be otherwiss in tha
vary nature of things. A man would be a
fool to suppose that a magolng vesssl
would come to Portiand when It could
t its eargo at Astorin. Bo they madas
all thelr preparations, but no Ingwiry.
And when they were all ready, they found
that the ships preferred to come tn Port
land; that they would not stop at Astoria
for one dollar or one cent leas than they
would come (o Portland, and If thay
wished to do this carrying trade It would
be necessary for them te do it for poth-

carried on unalded, what shs most partie-
ulariy needs to do at this time, in addl-
tion o continuing. yes, Increasing, her
wark on the channel of the river, In to
provide cheap fuel for ocoan-golng vessels
and a drydock.

While the advantages of Poriland's
fresh-water harbor and ber general foca-
ton far more than offset the Inck of
cheap and good fuel, it cannot be denied
that this lack s a great drawback to the
port: that its supply wouid be worth
many and constantly Increasing milllons,
and It Is greatly to the discredit of the
city that no organised and pernistent af-
fort i2 made to securs what is needed
Thera Is every ressop o supposs that
nature has placed the necessary materinl
within our reach, and that nothing more
than an intelligent and persistent search,
is necessary (o find It and & reasonable
Investment of capital Lo bring It to our
wharvea

Admitting that as to fuel thers may be
some question as to the supply helng
within our resch, thers can be no such
quastion as to a drydock. Hers we Bave
but to act, all depends upon ourselves.
No part can hope to attain to a jeading
pesition, to sscure the most sdvanin-
geous charter rates, to de its full share
of business, which does not offer dry-
dock facilitles, any mora than A& trans-
continental line of sallroad could be op~
erated with a repalr shop located at ons
end of the line only. In commerce by
ed there ia a well-ascertained porcentage
of damage and loss, o fixed sxpectation of
damage requiring repalrs. 8o jong as
these repairs eannot bea made at Port-
iand and damaged ships chartered for
our port go to San Francisce or the
Bound for necded repairs, we will pay
the rate necessmry to cover the risk of
added expense In the Increased mate we
will have to pay for charters, and Iin this
addsd rate our commeree has in the past
pald for the doock many imes over, while
we are still without it will pay for it
many timea aver in the future. and we
sti! be without it until we bulld . Com-
merce does many thing= but it locks to-
tts ports to provide others. and in all
cases where thoy do not makes them pay
the penalty in hard gold coin -It has
besn ciaimed that private capltal ahouldl
bulld a dock at Portland. pnd that It
would do so If the dock would pay. Pri-
vate capital should not and will not bulldt
such & dock at this port. for the all
sufficient reason that It will not pArY:
that {=, the bustnesa of the dock will oot
make It & payving Investment as such,
and standing by lteelf. Portland's fresh-
water harbor would take from the dock
the buniness of clearing shipn, which is &
large share of thelr business In salt-
water ports, and {ts use be limited to re-
palr work, But In the increases of busl-
ness from reduced rates and the increased
growth and prosperity of the port, the
Bock would pay the taxpayers many mil-
flona annualily. and the port can and
should Bulld 1t If It conta milllons: it has
already lost many milllons hy notl having
bullt it years ago. [t may par ita ex-
penses and a low rats of interest on it=
cont; whether It does or not s immatsrial;
the part and eity can never reach the
position which nature Intended It to oc-
cupy until & drydock, ampie to nccommo-
date the largesat vessels lkely to come toe
this port, iz provided. We might dls-
pense with most of our offlcials, cleaning
tha sireets, and sven pur lighting. But
commerce Is the [ife, the soul of this
port, and the por: can ne jonger. In =
own Interest refuse to respond to the
demands of commerce in this reapeot.

Through Oriental Trade.

A word as to this trades and I have
fnished an article already too long., This
trade Is jargely a matter of the future,
and I can but hasard an opinion. f
Portland had 4 dally service with China,
the ships being loaded with cargo coming
from and going to points eastof the Rocky
Mountains, if it was profitatle, the rail-
roads and steamship lines might make
money out of It, but only the cost of
jonding and unioading would remain In
Portland, and, In my opinfon, the whole
trade would pot be as much benefit o
ety and port ms one good mercantile
house. What Portiand wants, what she
now largely has, -what she Is in a posi-
tlon to get and hold. Is the bdusiness of
the Pacific Northweast done with Europe,
Asin, Africa, Bouth America and all parts
of the United Btates, Including Alsska.
and her own coast porta  If the throusdy
business is profitable, our rajlreads may
be trusted to get théle share of It, or
trade that share off for & compensation
pald in Jocal Dusiness, and whatl Is thelis
guin in the matter will be ours

The classes of Albany College have se-—
lected the following orators to compete
In the lpcal comtest next March: F. C
Stellmacher, "2 J. L. Achesan, '@; C. H_
Btewart, "0: O Simpson, "03; G D
Byera. 'W: D. W. Wight. ™.
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ing and pay all expenses out of thelr owm{ THE MUDERN e
pockets. The profit in the transaction did | war i ?mm’_'ﬂgﬁ
not appear to them sufficlent 10 warTaat | Lo " or dls T e A
ol oo Sl gl g et [ WL T M
to more at- . -
tractive to Mr. Hammond or Mr. Bchenks, m“ Imﬂh and strength e

coming capitalists, than it was to thesw
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THE ITRALTH APPLIANCE CO.. reems &
Sars Depasit bullding. Seattle, Wash

the line of jeast r
profit| If Mr. Schenk bas power to abol-
ish the law of gravitation, fAnd a shorter
dlstance belween twWo points than &
stralght line, make valleys of mountain
mnges, Ary up the Columbia. cause ths
Willamette to sesk a new channel through
the Const Range to the ses, or even lo
construct & raliroad that can carry
frelght alongside walers paviguble for
gen-going vessels, cheaper thnn it can be
carried in the hold of the vessel, wa ask
him to give us due notice of his
that we may prepars for our fate,
work his changes slowly snd ane
once
But

|

e, oif (he Cuin ot ihe SATth,
from off tha 1 L

Schenk & almply a grest engineer &t
whose beck and call |s more capital than
1t would take to buy FPortland the
entire Pacific Nerthwest,
when bhe will and act at
pleasure. We rhall not
And we do firmly belleve
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In the treatmant of chronic disssses, such as

tomach constipation, dlarr
el 1 mum Bright’s disesse, etc

KIDNEY AND URINARY

diffienl
ts, "h‘:-i'rna Lmtmumgcﬂ;n

DISEASES OF THE RECTUM

Com

Buch an plise, fstula, fasure, ulceration, mucous and
discharges, cured without the kni or
blosdy fa, puin

DISEASES OF MEN
stricture;
e eeal) et N A T

(BT cpsction arvemt: shazaies et

emissions, - bt
B oA Geprive. you af your ‘manhoed ONFTF TOU
who from excessss And strains bave jost their MANLY




