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RAILROAD OR R1YER-PORTLAND- T0 ASTORIA

Exhaustive Discussion of the
Mr. Ellis

When I prepa rcid the article which ap-

peared In your issue of November 4.

though I made few general statements
as to the proper location or the sea port
of the GotoMMa. my object was to point
out the atessrditv of giving weight in
fhr. rtisrm;Avfl to the opinions of Mr.
Huntington and 3, "r. Mellen, they being
dlrectlj interested, in securing we re-- 1

znoval of the pert from Portland to the
mouth of &6 river, even though such re-

moval might mjwU o the general disad-
vantage

j

of he Pacifk Northwest in gen-

eral
'

and Porfla! In j articular. The dis-

cussion
:

haVkis: been continued by the
advocates oY th movtl of the river, and
they having, ayarntl made their case,
It can at least do no harm to answer
what has since been t la. ana may do
some good' to- rutin a general statement
of the sltturtfcflf. I

3W.-- Jlatamorv id
Tender date of IvWember 15, Mr. Ham

mond asks, or restates, tv o questions to
which he apparently desire, t answers. I J

will answer them spratci y. The flrst
question is:

"Would it not be fo the Interest of
Oregon generally. and to tVe "Western
portion particularly. If e&mmo n rates bo
extended t& the mdMth of the ColumDla?"

If by "the W6trK pwtion pav tlcularlj ,

Mr. Hammotfd mean his road and the
exact point to" wSieh the comjnon rate
was extended, we raijjnt admie the ad-

vantage without arfmlttlnsr any oillgitlon
on the City of Portland, or any other
part of the country at large, td work
for. or on any railroad centering ah Port- -
lnnd to crant the rate. It woult un-- i

doubtedly be an advantage to the City
of Portland to have a rate of 1 certt per
ton between It and New York, but that
It might be to Portland's advantage to
have this rate Is no sufficient ground
on which to base a demand or aven
a request therefor. The burden is on
Mr. Hammond, or the place demanding
the rate, to show Itself entitled thereto.
Thus far the arguments advanced ha'c
been limited to opinions expressed. n e
years since, by The Orcgonlan and" the
Portland Chamber of Commerce, and In-

terested opinions expressed of lite by Mr.
Huntington and Mr. Mellen. When an at--.
temnt Is made to show some right to
the rate demanded. It will be time enough

Lto discuss the question.
Whether the granting of terminal rates

to the mouth of the river would or woald
not benefit the country at large depends
on whether the railroad or the sea-gof- w

vessel Is the cheaper means of transpor-
tation between Portland and the mouffe
of the river. All added cost of transport j

Station is ultimately nald bv the producer I

end consumer. If ships can be chirtenfi
to Astoria or the mouth of the river,-
for so much less Hii&n they can be char
tered to Portland as will pay the cost
of transportation from Portland to fhtf
mouth of the river, over the roacrs of the"
Northern Pacific and Mr. Hammond, oY
by river steamer, the mouth of the river'
does not need the terminal rate to enabftf
It to compete for the business. If for any
reason the ship cannot be chartered to
Astoria cheaper than it can be chartered"
to Portland, or If the difference Is Only
such as to pay but a portion of the cost
of transporting its cargo from Portland
to the mouth of the river, over' the roads
of the Northern Pacific affd Mr. Ham-
mond or by river steamer, then for fix
the terminal rate on the basis of transpor-
tation to the mouth 6f tne rlVef" is to
add the difference, either directly or In-

directly, to the cost of the cargo, and
to take it directly and Indirectly out of
the producer of the otiwafd and con-
sumer of the toward" cafgd, and making
a common rate to the mouth of the Col-

umbia would not be to the advantage of
"Ore on generally."

Mi. 'ammflnfl's seodhd question Is:
"Is .r Mell6fl unfriendly to the Inter-

ests of this stats whefi he extends com-
mon rites to the mouth of the Columbia
River against the protests of the O. R.
& N. Co.?"

Mr. Mellen's personal feeling can be
Judged of by the world at large from his
acts only. Whether his heart was filled
with friendship for or hate of this state,
when ho did this act. Is Immaterial. In
this matter Mr. Mellen and the Northern
Pacific are one and it requires but little
consideration of the position which the
Northern Pacific occupies at this time to
make It clear that whatever Mr. Mellen's
personal feelings may have been, he acted
In the matter as a clear-head- business
man in the interest of his road.

As for their competitive territory, the
Northern Pacific and the O. R. & N.
diverge at about the mouth of the Snake
River, the Northern Pacific carrying its
business over the mountains to Tacoma,
the O. R. & N. bringing Its business down
the Columbia River to Portland. From
this point of divergence the haul to Ta-co-

Is not alone considerably longer
than that to Portland, freight must be
raised one-ha- lf mile In tne air and lowered
again, as against a steady down grade
to Portland. Under this condition the
O. R. & N. em make a profit at a rate
at which the Northern Pacific must make
a stead' loss, and the consequence Is that
the Northern Pacific can carry as from
competing territory only what the O. R.
& N. allows It to carry. The motive
which induces the O. R. & N. to make
and miintaln a rate which allows the
Northen Pacific to carry what It does
carry at a present profit. Is foreign
to tho Issue, so long as the O. R. & N.
has the short line and the down grade,
and can make a profit at a rite at which
Its rival must make a loss. The amount
of business and profit of the long line
and heavy grade of the Northern Pacific
Is a matter of permission on the part of
the O. R. & N. Mr. Mellen. has as good
as acknowledged this, but whether he
would directly acknowledge It or not, he
Is too good a railroad man not to know
it If Mr. Mellen could add 100 miles
to the haul of his rival, without his rival
securing compensating advantages there-
from, he would at least reduce his disad-
vantage even If he did not entirely equal-
ize It But if he coujd. while adding this
haul to the line of his rival, secure one-ha- lf

the added haul for his own road at
bis rival's expanse, he would be In still
bettor position, and might possibly have
an advantage where he now has the dis-
advantage. The business done with Port-
land by the Northern Pacific, which would
be affected by this terminal rate to the
mouth of the river, is so small In amount
as to cut no figure. For Mr. Mellen, as
president of the Northern Paclflo, and act-
ing in Its interest to seek to force term-In- il

rates to Astoria, Is the soundest busi-
ness policy. If Mr Mohlcr. as president
of the O. R. & N.. were to follow Mr.
Mellen's lead, he would be lmcompetent
to fill the position which he at present
holds. The fact Is. that neither Mr. Ham-
mond's road for the mouth of the river
is In a termlna rate position. To the
lay mind, the terminal rate Is a device
to escape ruinous competition, by fixing
such rates as will enable a road

situated to do part of the
business at a profit while giving to the
road advantageously situated, and which
should do the whole, the same aggre-
gate profit on what It retains of the
business, as though it did the whole at
"what for it would be a fair rate: To keep
a rival, coming Into competition with It
at a true terminal, from competing for
what it considers as exclusively Its ter-
ritory (as being directly along Its line), by
using Its return rate, a road at times
grants terminal ratos to intermediate
joints on Its own line. This Is as far as
the terminal rate proposition has been
carried up to this time. Neither Mr.
Hammond's road nor the"meuth of the
river occupies either at these positions.
The roads is simply a stub built out
from a true terminal point and the ter-
mini! point rate was not established to
enable, stubs to bleed through lines,

Seeley, Sholea et at.
The gentlemen appear to be unanimous-

ly of. the oploton that Portland must 0 j

"Common Point" Question, by
G. Hughes.

something. Aa to the desirability of
Portland doing all that It can to take
advantage of Its natural advantages, and
nothing to prevent those natural advant-
ages of themselves working out her sal-
vation, I, at least, shall raise no ques
tion. All I have thus far objected to was
acts of commission In the line of forcing
tnings into unnatural cnanncls, such as
breaking the Joint lease for one, and driv-
ing the Alaska trade to Seattle for an-
other, and Innumerable acts of omission,
ins not utilizing the advantages which na- -
iuTe offered without money and without
price. The Columbia River is the mouth
of Portland. For many years the city
did not even keep Its mouth open: the
god Lord forced It to take its nourlsh- -

meat. Of late years it has mustered up
the energy necessary to keep its mouth
open, and ha, been doing better in con- -

smiticiiue. i. ii win oitcn lis uiuuiu
little wider and give the good Lord and
commerce a little better chance to min-
ister unto it it will do still better. In
what way Portland, by active effort, pre-
vents anything that wishes to do so from
going to the mouth of the river or any
other seaport, the gentlemen who speak

o feelingly of every place being given a
fair charce do not point out. They ap-
pear to be one and all of the opinion that
Jt wouW bfi nf grefit advantage t0 her
to close her mouth and refuse to take
her nourishment, save through 100 miles
of railroad, but they do not point out
the how. Fact is better than theory or
fiction. It would probably take a very
long article to fully demonstrate .

The world Is full of rivers naviga-
ble for sea-gol- vessels for some dis-
tance from their mouth. If the proper
:olace for the seaport Is at the mouth of
the river, and Portland would be bene-
fited by having it there, the commercial
'conditions which would produce this state
of things cannot possibly be peculiar to
the Columbia River alone: can, If existing
otherwise than In the imagination, hard-
ly be limited to the future, but must have
been operative In the past," and among
the numerous Instances where locations
and conditions ar--i similar, certainly old-
er, greater commercial cities may be
found located at the head of navigation,
while the seaport Is at the mouth of the
river, or between the commercial center
and the sea. Will the gentlemen kindly
point out a single commercial center and
eaport relatively so located?
Mr Scelcy Is so unsophisticated, so un-

consciously discloses to us what Is pass-
ing" In his mind, and Is evidently so firm
In the belief that he has not done so.
thai1 It seems like a pity to disturb him.
J ha "e not alone great respect for Mr.
Secle.v, but also a feeling of friendship.
J win. inerenore, oniy asK mm to explain
how, .If the mouth of the Columbia Is as to
the Pitcriflc Coast, or the Pacific North-
west, st'.he exact counterpart of what the
mouth of the Hudson, or the City of New
York, ts to the Atlantic, the pushing it
into whiat i claimed to be Its natural po-

sition lis to make Portland the "queen
city of the Columbia and the financial
center of the Pacific Northwest"? New
York does not appear to have created,
founded or encouraged the growth of any
queen en ties or financial centers at the
head of navigation on the Hudson. A
great cltj- - at the mouth of the Columbia
will remain nothing nvire than a dream
until then- - Is a change in natural condi-
tions or tlie laws of commerce. There is
no point of resemblance between the
mouth of the Hudson and that of the
Columbia. The Hudson does .not run with
the stream of commerce which centers in
New Tork, Were the City of New Tork
located at Albany, with its present com-
merce, fofr-fifth-s of that commerce
would have to follow the ship 150 miles.
If New Tori" was, perchnnce. cited as an
example of a city located below the head
of navigation . In answer to the challenge
contained In my first communication, Mr.
Seeley must aruess again.

Mr. Sholcs and Mr. Turner do little but
sing the song changed conditions sung
by all. But thoy fall to point out a sin-
gle Instance In which the change of con-
ditions to whldh they refer has worked
even the sllghtes. t change In the workings
of that immutaWe law, which has In the
past fixed the location of great commer-
cial portt, which has here-tofor- caused,
and still causes, tommerce carried on for
a profit to seek tjie line of r?eatest profit.
Natural laws do not b --orcie antiquated,
gravitation and dllstanj are now what
they were In the h eglnnlng. They will be
what they are now when, there Is no
Portland, and no mouth of. the Columbia
River. Ocean commerce always has, does
now and always will receive its suste-
nance from the lanil, and not the sea, the
depth of water In nea ports always has
been. Is now and always will be limited,
consequently the sei -- carrier will have to
limit the requirement of tihe seaports In
this respect In order to do business. Mr.
Huntington showed great wisdom when
he recognized the fra:t that the future Is
longer than the present Did he forget
that the past Is as- long as the future,
and that we know a. little of the past
considerable of the present, but absolute-
ly nothing of the furure? It Is not Im-

possible that Mr. HID may find his very
large steamers a failure any more than It
Is an Impossibility for Portland to open
her mouth to a depth at 30 feet when it
appears to be necessary. Much is saw
about the decrease in Portland's com-
merce. The records do not show It If
there are fallacies In my first article, I
will be obliged to Mr. Turner if he will
take the time to point them out If
Mr. Hill said that he would carry freight
from Buffalo across the Pacific for JT 0
'per ton, by any now "known means of
transportation, he was playing to the
gods of the gallery, a thtng he very often
does If Mr. Turner believes that Mr.
Hill could do this thing he may be hon-

est but he Is absolutely without knowl-
edge on the subject on which he speaks.

Mr. Stafford pleads for rap'd transit It
takes an ocean steamer carrjjir fOOO tons
of freight about two hours longer to
make the run between the mouth of the
river and Portland than at would take
an ordinary freight train rtmning on av.
erage time. It would take from 10 to 20

average freight trains, and, as things go,
something over iS hours to transport
what the steamer carries in about 10
hours. The trln up the river, in cleaning
the bottom of the vessel, shortens Its run
about 10 to 15 per cent In point of time,
the stepmer or sailing vessels appears
to have the advantage.

Mr. Schenlc.
In so far as Mr. Schenk speaks as Srr

Oracle, unsupported by fact taken from
the records of the world's commerce,
without argument, save that based on fu-

ture events evolved from his own inner
consciousness, but of the happening of
which there Is no sign. Indication or
faintest shadow In existing conditions,
and of which there can be no reasonable
hope or fear, as based on or arising out
of past experience, I shall not attempt
to answer him. That which Is limited to.
It Is, or It Is not. Is unanswerable. In
so far as Mr. Schenk's article is devotea
to a discussion of the respective merits
and standing of Major Sears and himself.
I shall not attempt to answer or follow
him. for the reasons: First, that I am so
unfortunate as to know nothing what-
ever of Mr. Schenk: second, that the matt-
e'- appears to have no bearing on the
question under discussion. Major Sears,
from facts, lt th"
actual location of the great commercial
seaports of the world, deduced a general
law This was a strictly scientific meth-
od of arriving at a conclusion. The facts
on which the theorv was based either do
or do not exist The accuracy of tha
statement of facts could and can be test-
ed by the charts used in the world's com-
merce or by actual examination at the
port. Whether Major Sears was or is a
wise man or an Ignoramus: whether any
eng'neer or society or engineers approved

j or did. not approrp of Jhg facts, could 1
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not alter or in the slightest degree change
the fact of their existence. They either
do or do not exist As to the deduction
drawn, as to the theory advanced by Ma-
jor Sears, the opinion of an engineer or
body of engineers, as such, is of no

unless the subject be in the line
of the special training and experience of
the engineer. The fact Is that the subject
is a commercial one, entirely. outside the
line of the engineers' special training and
experience, which rather disqualifies than
qualifies him to give an opinion on the
subject Commercial seaports are estab-
lished by commerce, acting in obedience
to the law of demand and supply, on the
basis of nrofit and loss. Engineers are at
times called In by commerce to render a
place selected by It as a commercial sea-
port more convenient for Its use. When
Mr Schenk or any other gentleman of his
profession can point out a single commer.
clal seaport ancient or modern, estab-
lished by or by reason of the opinion of
or on the advice of any engineers or com-
bination of engineers, It will be time
enough to give weight to their opinions
as such. Engineers do not even figure in
determining the direction of traffic by
raiL When the commercial side of busi-
ness has determined the general line on
which the road Is to be built, its terminal
points and general course, the matter Is
turned over to the engineer to find the
easiest grades shortest line, cheapest
construction: when the road Is completed
they have no connection with Its opera-
tion, and are in no wise responsible for
Its success or lack of success as an In-

strument of commerce. The mere opin-
ion of the American Society of Civil En-
gineers as to the correctness of the de-

duction drawn by Major Sears Is value-
less. I, for one, should have been pleased
to read an argument going to disprove
the theory advanced by Major Sears made
either by a society of engineers, a single
engineer or any other man. The charts
of the world's harbors show the facts to
b as stated If tbev srp not the result of
the immutable law stated, what produced
the result?

Though of the opinion that there is no
contest now on between the Inland sea-
port and the coast; seaport, other than in
the imagination of the advocates of the
coast se4port, and In the newspapers, but
that the question was settled before any
of the contestants were born, by com-
merce following of Its own motion the
lino of least resistance and greatest profit,
I will now undertake to answer what
Mr. Schenk apparently considers an argu-
ment. To do so it will be necessary to
first clear away some of the rubbish
which Mr. Schenk has Ignorantly or in-

tentionally brought In.
The general proposition was and Is, The

commercial port of a region will be as
close to the producer as it Is possible
to reach with the class of transportation
demanded by the requirements of tho
country." It appears evident, or at least
that It should be evident to one of ordinary
mental capacity, that when the term pro-
ducer was used In the above statement, the
Individual producer, considered as such,
was not intended. What Is under con-
sideration Is the' commercial port of a
region, and as, thus fat, not even rail-
roads, constructed by engineers, have
been able to provide each separate pro-
ducer with a commercial center at his
front gate, to attempt to limit the term
as used here to the individual, or small
collections of Individuals, or ought else
than the great body of producers of tho
region, the commercial port of which Is
under discussion, Is to attempt to .shirk
the question by splitting hairs, and the
picture drawn of the wanderings of the
commercial center through the country
east of the Cascade Mountains until It be-
came lost, Is not funny, has not even the
merit of wit It is simply stupid. Both
In the interior and on the seaboard the
commerce of the country collects In cen-
ters In which is collected that which the
tributary country produces, and from
which Is distributed that which It con-
sumes. What is here to be understood by
the producer, Ib tht body of producers of
a region, made one by common Interests
In a common commercial port, or at least
In a system of Interior collection and
distribution, which may advantageously
meet at such port, the fundamental ques-
tion being where that port should or will
be located, and the law which governs
its location. The proposition stated be-

ing, in other words, nothing other or
further than that the commercial port of
a section will be between the great body
of the producers of the section and the
sea, as near to the producers as a body
as it can get from the sea. The foregoing
Is sufficient answer, to Mr. Schenk's sup-
posed case of a seaport at the Great
Lakes, leaving the great body of tho
country to the east behind it So far as
I have been able to discover, no one has
claimed that the seaport should have the
country the wants of which it was to sup-
ply, between it and the sea, so that the
producer would have to follow the sea-
going vessel with his products. As close
to as possible is not consciously under-
stood to mean through to the other side.

If I correctly understand Mr. Schenk's
line of argument his claim Is that the
question. Does the ocean carrier get as
near to the producer as is at all possible
under tho circumstances, and are great
commercial ports invariably established
as far from the sea and as near the pro-
ducer as waterways subject to naviga-
tion of g vessels will admit? that
is, Invariably at the head of navigation
for sea-goi- vessels, where the line of
the waterway Is from the sea towards the
producer, must be answered In the nega-
tive, and that tho claim that the sea-goi-

vessel stops as near the coast as It
can be reached by land transportation is
proven, by the fact that all commercial
ports are within 100 miles of the sea.

It would appear to be an
answer to this line of argument to sa
that though it does not appear to be
known to Mr. Schenk, It Is a fact, and
may bo stated as such, that ocean car-
riers are not so constructed as that they
may be operated as ordinary wagon roads,
on railroads, or through the air, or even
on rlyers having less than a certain depth
of water; as a consequence, whatever
might be their desire to penetrate furth-
er, they are obliged to stop In each case
at the head of navigation for sea-goi-

vessels; and as the world was not so
made that the waters navigable for sea-
going vessels penetrate very far Inland,
In any but a very few instances, the great
commercial ports being within the same
distance from the coast as the head of
navigation for sea-goi- vessels, are as
a rule within 100 miles from the coast In
an air line, though often at a greater
distance by the channel traveled. And
that his line of argument does not hold
good, or go to prove his contention, with-
out a showing that the penetration of
waterways, navigable for sea-goi- ves-
sels. Is common, beyond the limit of dis-
tance from the sea within which great
commercial ports are as' a matter of fact
established and exist or at least the cita-
tion of a few Instances In which the line
of penetration being in the line of ap-
proach to the producer, the commercial
port is between the head of navigation
for g vessels and the sea, and
that if the commercial port is as a matter
of fact in all cases, at the extreme head
of navigation for sea-goi- vessels, where
the line of penetration Is towards the pro-
ducer, whether the distance of the port
from the sea be 10 miles or 100 is imma-
terial, the facts go to prove the rule con-
tended for, and do prove It conclusively in
so far as anything can be proven conclu-
sively, unless some other reasonable ex-

planation of the facts can be given.
Commercial seaports and the laws which

govern their location, being a subject
entirely foreign to the duties and line
qf thought and special education of the
civil engineer, he may be entirely ignor-
ant of the subject without being the less
first-cla- ss in his profession. But if there
is one thing In which, more than another,
an engineer Is supposed to be an expert
It is in figures, and if he has any standing
in his profession, within a reasonable
degree of possible error, we should ex-
pect to find his figures correct Mr.
Schenk not alone Ignorantly or Intention-
ally misstates the figures in. some in

stances. In each instance in which ha
uses them, he gives those which, stand-
ing alone have no bearing o'n his sub-
ject which, taken In connection with
those determining the issue, conclusively
show Mr. Schenk wrong in his conten-
tion. A comparison of Mr. Schenk's fig-

ures with the true figures appears to show
j tnat the gentleman is not even an en

gineer.
As showing the actual penetration In-

land from general coast line, Mr. Schenk
gave figures for a number of leading ports
of the world as follows:

Miles. Miles.
Antwerp ,..,35Baltimore 90
Hambcrg Ksjcharleston 6

London 34 Savannah 12
Glasgow ...... ....22 New Orleans
Boston ...10San Francisco
New Tork 20Portland CO

Philadelphia 50Tacoma 83

We copy from the Encyclopedia Brit-tanlc- a;

the part copied In each case Is
In quotation marks, the balance Is our
own. "Hamburg, one of the most remark-
able cities of Germany, and, indeed, of
Europe, ranklngs it does as the flrst of
all the seats of commerce on the cont-
inent is situated on the right bank of the
northern arm of the Elbe, about 93 miles
from the mouth of that river." In an air
line to the nearest point Hamburg Is
about 60 miles from the North Sea and
about 50 miles from the Baltic.

"Antwerp, the capital of the Province
of the same name, Is situated about 50

miles from the open sea, and 25 north of
Brussels, In a level tract, on the right
bank- of the Scheldt" In an air line Ant-
werp is 43 miles from the nearest point
on the seacoast

"London, the metropolis of England,
and the chief town of tho British Empire,
is situated on both banks of the River
Thames, about 50 miles from Its mouth."
This distance may be Intended for the
course of the river, but the charts of the
English. Admiralty show it to be 50 nau-
tical miles In an air line, or about 58
geographical miles from the heart of Lon- -

YOUR CRANBERRY SAUCE, ,

don to the true mouth of the Thames,
which Is the nearest point to the sea.

"Glasgow, the most populous city In
Great Britain, next to London, is situated
on the banks of the River Clyde, In the
Scottish County of Lanarkshire, about 20

miles above Greenoch." The distance of
Greenoch from the sea is not given In
the article as to that city, but an exam-
ination of an English Admiralty Chart
shows It to be located on the Firth of
Clyde, about 70 miles from Its mouth, and
that, In an air line, Glasgow Is about 70

miles from the general western coast
line of Scotland.

Mr. Schenk to have assumed
that maps of the United States were to
be had In these Western wilds, and his
figures as far as American ports are rea-
sonably correct, as to the air line dis-
tance from the nearest point on the sea-
shore. It appears to me reasonably nt

that those ports situated on bays,
or on rivers not navigable for g

vessels above their mouth, offer no anal-
ogy to tho case under
Where there is but one there can be no
selection, either by commerce or the Indi-
vidual. As facts they have no man-
ner of bearing on the question, whether

g commerce will select the port
farthest Inland In preference to one
directly on the sea, when It is offered the
choice between the two for practically
the same section of country. Omitting
then Boston, Charleston, Savannah and
San Francisco, as cases having no bear-
ing, and the ports of Tacoma and Port-
land as Involved In the discussion, let
us take the distance the sea-gol- com-
merce travels In the cases given, with
one or two others. The figures here given
are from the sea to the port by the chan-
nel. The authorities from which- - the fig-

ures are taken do not say whether they
are In nautical or geographical miles:

Miles. Miles.
Antwerp 50Phlladelphia S6

Hamburg 93) New Orleans 107

London BOiCalcutta 80

Glasgow 90Bordeaux 7

Baltlmare 17Si

Antwerp and Hamburg are the two
greatest commercial sea ports In Cintl-nent- al

Europe, the rivers-ar- e in both cases
obstructed by Ice in Winter, and In both
cases there Is ample railroad facilities
from the port to the sea at the mouth
of the river. All of the ports given are
of the largest in the world. That of Cal-
cutta, for instance, having a nice little
maritime trade of some $300,000,000 an-
nually. The navigation of the river is,
In most of the cases, more difficult than
that Of the Columbia to Portland. The
shortest distance from the port to the
sea, as given by Mr. Schenk, Is only about
half the distance by the channel trav-
eled as given by other authorities. If
the ship travels. In these cases, double
the distance necessary by land transpor-
tation, does not this go to prove that the
average cost of transportation In Inland
waters In sea-goi- vessels. Is less than
one-ha- lf that of land transportation. If
commerce prefers 93 miles of river to 23

miles by land the latter figure is Mr.
Schenk's). in the case of Hamburg; if It
prefers 178 miles of bay and river to 90

miles by land. In the case of Baltimore;
if it prefers 90 miles of firth and river to
22 (Mr. Schenk's figures) miles by land.
In the case of Glasgow, the Inference Is
rather In favor of than against the im-

mutable law, and It Is reasonably safe to
assume, that commerce will prefer 100

miles of river to 100 miles of rail In the
case of Portland.. To anyone who has
traveled across our great continent (as a
few of us who live on this Coast have)
the obedience to Immutable law may ap-
pear to be lnflnltes8imal, as Mr. Schenk
claims. But the existence of that law
at all is the Issue here the distance
In dispute Is within the InflnltlsMmaf dls-- .

tance within which it is claimed the law
acts, and its action in the case at hand
within this distance of 100

miles is exactly that which Is causing
such great tribulation to Mr. Hammond
and the mouth of the river, and of which
Mr. Schenk. in a preceding paragraph
speaks as "a contest Involving more mil-
lions than many great trusts combined
perhaps more than all. Millions and hun-
dreds of millions may be wasted or use-
fully expended according as the question
may be decided rightly for an Inland or
a coast Consistency, thou art a

Schsnk i tjoL cier haour In what

he says as tc New Tork; or his deduction
from the figures given in the case of
Galveston and Houston. Though Mr.
Schenk uses but one of the many rail-
roads entering New Tork from the West,
to compare with the one which follows
the Hudson, his figures show conclusively
that the great bulk of the commerce cen-
tering at that city lies to the west and
southwest, and that only a fraction of It
follows the Hudson. Commodore Vander-bl- lt

received his education in the school
of commerce, and had no idea that ho
could change natural laws. He saw
clearly that he could be but a small part
of the general proposition, and that
whether he was anything at all, as well
as his exact size, depended not so much
on what he could do In the way of

commerce, as on what he could do to-

wards attracting her friendly notice, and
securing her favors, and, finding her de-

termined to make New Tork her head
center, he did what he could to get to
that center as quickly as possible.

But It is in the case of Galveston, and
Houston that Mr. Schenk shines with pe-
culiar brilliancy. Many years ago I read
an article favoring a high protective
tariff, which, as Illustrating the evils of
free trade, cited India and its famines.
It has never been exactly clear to my
mind Just how free trade pioduced tho
climatic conditions which were and are
the natural cause of the famines. And it
is not more clear what Mr. Schenk's
heating, black weevil and maggots havo
to do with the question of whether Hous-
ton Is or Is not, surely if slowly, dis-
tancing Galveston In the race, and that by
reason of a channel of only very moder-
ate depth, and as against vast expendi-
tures at Galveston. Are the general cli-

matic conditions of the two places widely
different? Is there no healing, weevil or
maggot at Houston, and do they all coma
In and damage the grain In the short
distance from one city to the other? Or is
It Galveston's location on a sand spit
which makes the heating, weevil and
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maggot peculiar to that port? If they
are not peculiar to Galveston, but Hous-
ton has them to the same extent, what
have they to do with the question of
whether Houston Is slowly getting away
with Galveston, any more than the fact
that Galveston Is out of line of the larg-
est tonnage of commerce, unless Houston
Is In line with that tonnage, has to do
with the question.? The figures given by
Major Sears show a large Increase as for
both places, but the larger Increase for
Houston. He claims this as the result of
a channel permitting inland penetration,
of commerce. Mr. Schenk sneers at the
proposition. His argument Is simply ab-
surd. He might try another guess.

In a, general way Mr. Schenk gives us
much information which could not pos-
sibly bo obtained from any other sourco,
for tho reason that the actual facts as
shown by tho record do not agree with
his statement He also calls our atten-
tion to the wrong we have done, In hin-
dering tho development of the coast coun-
try to the west of Portland, by keeping
back from it the tide of immigration.
We have always supposed that we were
allowing tho tide of Immigration to take
care of Itself, and that It was the char-
acter of the country which prevented the
more rapid development of this section.
As one of the citizens of Portland, I wish
to thank Mr. Schenk In their behalf for
calling our attention to our error, and to
assure him that In the future we will do
absolutely nothing.

An answer to Mr. Schenk should prop-
erly end him, but his article appears to
contain a note of warning, of a dark and
direful future for Portland. We find there-
in the following: "New lines to the coast
for railways will be formed by the north
shore of the Columbia from the Sound
and from Southeastern Oregon. To our
own personal knowledge these routes have
been closely examined and favorably re-

garded by experts employed by men who
could buy out half Portland. Such men
do not hastily go Into competlng.llnes to
reach an ocean port. When they do so
reach out they go to stay." What can
this indicate, other than that, under the
dlerctlon of Mr. Schenk, a great combina-
tion of capital Is about to undertake to
so change the course of commerce as to
leave Portland out in the cold. Twenty-fiv- e

years ago this would have produced
an effect on the writer, if not on Port-
land. But In those twenty-fiv- e years we
have seen many things, such as engi-

neers, capitalists, railroad presidents,
cltle3 of destiny and the Investment of
many millions In a coast harbor, and the
sun has continued to rise and set in the
same old way, the attraction of gravita-
tion still causes our rivers to flow past
Portland to the sea. and the actual
growth of the dty has been two to one In
population, and the true commerce of the
Pacific Northwest, to that of any, even ths
most ambitious and blatant of Its rivals,
and we have lost faith in engineers and
capitalists, to gain it in. the lasting forca
and effect of the immutable law, which
causes the stream of commerce to flow in
the line of least resistance and greatest
profit) If Mr. Schenk has power to abol-

ish the law of gravitation, find a shorter
distance between two points than a
straight line, make valleys of mountain
ranges, dry up the Columbia, cause the
Willamette to seek a new channel through
the Coast Range to the sea, or even to
construct a railroad that can- carry
freight alongside waters? navigable for
sea-gol- vessels, cheaper than it can be
carried In the hold of the vessel, we ask
him to give us due notice of his coming,

that we may prepare for our fate, and to
work his changes slowly and one by one,

that Portland may not at once perish
from off the face of the earth. But if Mr.
Schenk Is simply a great engineer at
whose beck and call Is more capital than
It would take to buy Portland and the
entire Pacific Northwest, he may come
when he will and act at his own sweet
pleasure. We shall not feel the shock.
And we do firmly believe him when he
says that the capital he brings with him
will come to stay. Have we not seen these
things? 1 It not now many years since
millions and millions of capital came' here
to stay In the Yaqulna Bay road, which

.Mr. Hammond bought the other day at
aa old Junk sale? Yes, his capital will
Aay, but, whether as capital or not win

depend on the amount of common sense
its owners have at command. If, on the
other hand, Mr. Schenk is simply an ass
cr a cheerful liar, he need remain away
neither on our account or his own. We
am a small community, but we are cos-
mopolitan, and have had and now have
with us all nfanner and conditions of
men; we can stand him, and he will not
be lonely But we warn blm to look to
his reputation. We have now with us
men who can evolve statistics from their
inner conaclousners at a rate which he
will And It difficult to equal.

The General Situation.
When I came to Portland, now near 28

years ago, I was strongly Impressed with
the bellof that Portland was In the wrong
place. Like all who know nothing of sea-
ports from experience or a study of a
map of the world and the records of its
commerce, I believed a sea port Bhould
bo as near the sea as possible. I had an
abiding faith In the profundity of my
own wisdom, but had advanced beyond
the know-lt-a- ll stage, and had some years
previously come to the conclusion that
nature knew a little more than I did, and
made fewer mistakes. As a consequence,
the fact that Portland was, caused me to
pauso and Inquire why. My first Inquiry
was as to what had been done to make
tho city. I found that attempts had been
made to move It in turn to St Helens,
Kalama and Astoria; but In 6plte of these
attempts, and notwithstanding that no
effort had been made by any one to re-
tain It in its present position, It had re-
mained stationary and continued to grow.
This appeared to me to indicate the work-
ing of a natural law. I next inquired of
sea captains why they brought their ves-
sels to Portland, Instead of stopping at
Astoria, though they had frequently to
lighter fully half the cargo, and found
that under the most unfavorable condi-
tions of low water there was a saving of
from 5500 to several thousand dollars on
each trip In doing so, and the business
sld of the proposition was clear to me.
I next took account of the general lay of
the country, and found the Pacific North-
west to be a country of broad valleys,
great rivers and rugged mountain ranges,
two of the latter being controlling Influ-
ences on the trade of the country; the
Coast Range, extending from California
to the northern boundary of Washington,
having an elevation of about 4000 feet, and
about 75 miles to the eastward of this,
extending from California to British Co-

lumbia, the Cascade Range, having an
elevation of about 8000 feet, with some few
passes as low as 6000. South of the Co-

lumbia and between these two ranges
I found a section of exceedingly fertile
land, about double the size of the State
of Massachusetts. This section could
reach the sea by crossing the coast moun-
tains at heavy mountain grades, but,
along this entire Coast, was no harbor
admitting other than light-dra- ft coasting
vessels, until the Columbia was reached,
and it was compelled to seek Its outlet at
Portland, which is reached by rail, at
average water-lev- el grades, by follow-
ing the course of the valley between ths
two ranges of mountains, to Portland,
situated at the end or mouth of this val-
ley. The country south of the Columbia
and east of the Cascade Mountains could
reach or be reached from the sea, at a
port admitting vessels of all classes, at
average water-lev- el grades, only by the
pass of the Columbia and by way of Port-
land, Just at the mouth of this pass, or
at heavy mountain grades, by crossing
the Cascade Range, to the valley be-

tween the Cascade and Coast Ranges,
and going northward to Portland, Just at
the mouth of this valley. To the north
of the Columbia and west of the Cascade
mountains, I found the country divided
Into two sections by Its general lay and
Its watershed. Puget Sound making In
to the east of the Coast Mountains, and
extending southward to very near the
watershed of the Columbia, tho coun-
try around the Sound broken In charac-
ter, and almost entirely without agricul-
tural lands, though rich In resources of
timber and minerals, naturally finding its
flT&Iet to the sea by way of the waters
of fhe Sound, but the country to the
Eonuh, and within the watershed of the
Columbia, finding Its outlet by way of
that nlver and the City of Portland. The
country east of the Cascade Mountains,
and north and east of the Columbia,
could reach or be reached from the sea
by way of Puget Sound, by crossing the
Cascade Mountains at heavy grades, but
couldn't be reached at low grades, save
by way of the pass of the Columbia ana
the City of .Portland, and I found Port-
land located at tho mouth of these na
ural funnels .formed by the mountain
ranges. When I had finished my inquiry
and examination of the country, my opin-

ion was formed. I have at no time since-see-n

cause to change it On the contrary,
time and events havo only served to
strengthen it

Doubtless tho gsntlemeni who have
raised this question are firm in the belief
that it is new and that but for their
gtafi Interests the controlling advantages
of tho jnouth of tho river might never have
been discovered. If this is the case, they
may disabuse their minds of the flattering
thought. Before the Columbia River
knew them, it knew other men, equally
wise and with infinitely more capital.
and theso men lived at Portland and
owned and controlled the Oregon Steam
Navigation Company, the then transpor
tation monopoly of the Columbia, having
great capital and making enormous
profits. To tljese wise men it also ap-

peared that the proper place for a sea-
port was at the sea. and wholly absurd
that seagoing vessels should come 100

miles Into the Interior. Becoming pos-

sessed by this idea, to provide a very
cheap means of transportation to the sea,
they built 15 large bargos and provided
towbqats, and built a great wharf at As-
toria to hold the wheat they were to
carry to the seagoing vessel, and at which
that vessel mii:ht discharge its Inward
and take on Its outward cargo. That tho
vessel would be only too glad to stop at
Astoria If she cotrld get her cargo there
was a proposition Just as plain to them
as it is to these very estimable gentle-
men who have so lately rediscovered It
In fact, it was too plain for argument
It simply could not be otherwise in the
very nature of things. A.man would be a
fool to suppose that a seagoing vessel
would come to Portland when It could
get Its cargo at Astoria. So thoy made
all their preparations, but no inquiry.
And when they were all ready, they found
that the ships preferred to come to Port-
land; that they would not stop at Astoria
for one dollar or one cent less than they
would come to Portland, and If they
wished to do this carrying trade it would
be necessary for them to do it for noth-
ing and pay all expenses out of their own
pockets. The profit in the transaction, did
not appear to them sufficient to warrant
their keeping up their barges, so they
allowed them to rot. If it is more at-
tractive to Mr. Hammond or Mr. Schenks,
coming capitalists, than It was to theso
gentlemen, they may do thebuslnesB now
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on the same terms the O. S, N. Co. might
have done it then.

Wo have been favored with many opin-
ions on this subject from gentlemen or
no experience, less Information, and far
less Judgment Railroad men attempting:
to push their own Interests, steamboat
men, owners of town lots, etc. If we are
to shirk the facts as they exist and makes
a case on opinions, would It not be welk
to give weight to an opinion founded or-a- n

experience of a thousand years, father
to son? The English people are the
greatest maritime nation on the face or
the earth; they began, as vikings to be-
come the world's carriers by sea, which'
position they have occupied for some cen-
turies. As long as they build Manchester
canals and make navigable small creeks
at a cost of more millions than ever Mr.
Huntington, Mr. Hill or the friends of.Mr.
Schenk have at command. Portland may
continue to trust In God and keep the
channel of the river open to any depth
which commerce may require.

Portland's Needs.
While it would certainly be greatly to

the benefit of Portland If she would push,
to the utmost tho advantages which na-
ture has given her, putting her shoulder
to the wheel, helping forward the good,
work which, the good Lord has thus far
carried on unaided, what she most partic-
ularly needs to do at this time. In addi-
tion to continuing, yes. Increasing, her
work on the channel of the river, Is to
provide cheap fuel for ocean-goin- g vessels;
and a drydock.

While the advantages of Portland's!
fresh-wat- harbor and her general loca-
tion far more than offset the lack ofcheap and good fuel. It cannot be denied
that this lack Is a groat drawback to ;

that Its supply would be worth
many and constantly Increasing millions,
and it Is greatly to the discredit of the.
city that no organized and persistent ef-
fort is made to secure what Is needed.
There is every reason to suppose that
nature has placed the. necessary material
within our reach, and that nothing more:
than an Intelligent and persistent search.
Is necessary to find It, and a reasonable
Investment of capital to bring It to our
wharves.

Admitting that as to fuel there may be
some question as to the supply being?
within our reach, there can be no such
question as to a drydock. Here we havo
but to act, all depends upon ourselves.
No port can hope to attain to a leading:
position, to secure the most advanta-
geous charter rates, to do Its full shares
of business, which does not offer dry-do- ck

facilities, any more than a trans-
continental line of railroad could be op-

erated with a repair shop located at one
end of the line only. In commerce by
sea there Is a percentage-o- f

damage and loss, a fixed expectation ot
damage requiring repairs. So long as;
these repairs cannot be made at Port-
land and damaged ships chartered for
our port go to San Francisco or d

for needed repairs, we will pay
the rate necessary to cover the risk of
added expense In the Increased rate l

have to pay for charters, and In this:
added rate our commerce has In the past
paid for the dock many times over, while
we are still without It, will pay for it
many times over In the future, and we
stll be without It until we build It Com-
merce does many things, but It looks tc
Its ports to provide others, and In alii
cases where they do not makes them pay
the penalty In hard gold coin. It has-bee- n

claimed that private capital should!
build a dock at Portland, and that It
would do so If the dock' would pay. Pri-
vate capital should not and will not buildl
such a dock at this port, for the

reason that it will not pay;
that Is. the business of the dock will not
make it a paying investment as such,
and standing by Itself. Portland's fresh-
water harbor would take from the dock,
the business of clearing ships, which Is a.
large share of their business In salt-
water ports, and Its use be limited to re-

pair work. But In the Increase of busi-
ness from reduced rates and the increased!
growth and prosperity of the port, tho
dock would pay the taxpayers many mil-
lions annually, and the port can and?
should build It If It costs millions; it has:
already lost many millions by not having:
built It years ago. It may pay Its. ex-

penses and a low rate of Interest on its;
cost; whether It does or not is immaterial?
the port and city can never reach n

which nature intended It to oc-

cupy until a drydock, ample to accommo-
date the largest vessels likely to come to
this port. Is provided. We might dis-
pense with most of our officials, clean'ng-th- e

dtreets, and even pur lighting. But
commerce is the life, the soul of this
port, and the port can no longer, in Its
own Interest, refuse to respond to the
demands of commerce In this respect.

Tlirouch Orlentnl Trade.
A word as to this trade and I have-finishe-

an article already too long. This
trade Is largely a matter of the future,
and I can but hazard an opinion. Iff
Portland had a dally service with China,
the ships being loaded with cargo comlng-fro-

and going to points eastof the Rocky-Mountain-s,

If It was profitable, the rail-
roads and steamship lines might make-mone- y

out of It but only the cost or
loading and unloading would remain In.
Portland, and. In my opinion, the whole-trad- e

would not be as much benefit ty

and port as one good mercantile-house-.
What Portland wants, what she-no-

largely has, what she Is In a posi-
tion to get and hold. Is the business of
the Pacific Northwest done with Europe.
Asia, Africa, South America and all parts;
of the United States. Including Alaska,
and her own coast ports. If the through
business Is profitable, our railroads may-
be trusted to getthelr .sharej.pt It or
trade that share off for a compensation-- ,

paid in local business, and what is their
gain. In the matter will be ours.

The classes of Albany College have se-

lected the following orators to compete
In the local contest next March: F. C
Stellmacher, '02: J. L. Acheson. '02; C. H
Stewart, '02: Ora Simpson, '03; G. D.
Byers. '03: D. W. Wight. '04.
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No CureMEN No Pay

THE MODERN APPLIANCB JL poaltlr
way to perfect manhood. The VACUUM
TKEATMKNT CURES you without medicine 0J
all nervous or disease s the generative or
fans, such as lost manhood, exhaustive drain,
varicocele, lmpotency. etc Men are quickly re-
stored to perfect health and strength. Write
for circulars. Correspondence confidential.
THK HEALTH APPLIANCE CO.. rooms 47--

Baf Deposit bulldlnc Seattle. Wash.

YEARS OF SUCCESS
treatment of chronic diseases, such as liver,

stomach disorders, constipation, diarrhoea;
swellings, Brlght's disease, etc

KIDNEY AND URINARY
painful, difficult, too frequent, milky or
unnatural discharges, speedily cured;

DISEASES OF THE RECTUM
piles, fistula, fissure, ulceration, mucous and

discharges, cured without the knife, pain or

DISEASES OF MEN
poison, glept, stricture: unnatural losses,

tnorougbiy cured. No failures Cures guar--
emissions, dreams, exhaustlnar drains, bash- -

fulness, aversion to society, which deprive you oC your manhood, UNFIT TOIT
FOR BUSINESS OR MARRIAGE.

MIDDLE-AGE- D MEN who from excesses and strains have lost their MANLT
POWPR

BLOOD AND 8KIN DISEASES. Syphilis, Gonorrhoea, painful, bjoody urine.
Gleet, Stricture, enlarged prostate. Sexual Debility; Varicocele, Hydrocele, Kidney
and Liver troubles, WITHOUT MERCURr AND OTHER POTP-O- U

DRUGS Catarrh ancTRheumatlsm CURED.
Dr. Walker's methods are regular and scientific. He uses no patent nostrums

or ready-mad- e preparations, but cures the disease by thorough medical treatment.
His New Pamphlet on Private Diseases sent Free to all men who describe their
troubles.' PATIENTS cured t home. Terms reasonable. All letters answered in
plain envelope. Consultation free and sacredly confidential. Call on or address

Doctor "Wdllter, 132 Firat BU, Corner- - Alder, Portland. Or.
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