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Life-Saving

ehelr ow * tp save thoss of shipwreok.
o pallors and passengers. Sthoe 1271 the
Tntted States has Leen prataltously per-
forming this work of rescue and, for the
miwt part. for the bronfit of forelgnoms
Hritteh ships have Tecelved the largest
meed of arsistance, chiefly Docnuse Great
Britain's muaritime commerce is inrger
than that of any other couniry of the
worid, Many s seaman from the porta
of the United Kingdom owos his preserva-
tion from o walery grave to the brave

Infle of our Wlesaving s=ryvioe

It 1» impossible to even ajproximnte the
uciual number of human lives rescusd,
or the waive of property pressrved
throdfh the agency of their service. Rec-
orde of resouss mafle are kept and re-
periad annuslly, but the number of ma-
rine dlaawters that may hnve been avert-
&4 oan nrver Be dmermined Yesseln are
continusliy being wurned of, by signuls
from the shore, when fappronching the
coumts nt nighttlme, In thick or heavy
weather. The fact 18 noted in the keep-
TR ing and roporied to Washingion, The
veshel, Rfler chunging her COUrse, pursuss
her way, and the degartment muakes no
Bttompt &t Inarning her name, or fnding
oyl how near she came to belng wricked,
In 1808, 30 vessels were warned of “dan-
Evr abssd” af the varous const stations

Work Performe

Druring last yenr 425 marine disasters oc.
curred within the feld of aperation of the
United Stacs Life-suving Service. The
imperilod veasels had aboard W Prersonn,
of whom 5 were oot Proporty, valued
al F 1w &0 was tn Jeopardy, and of thils
amounl 362080 worth was saved. that
lout belng veived at RLMZTH. The total
uumber of vewmods Jont was 72 This report
= mnde fremm the Hst of decumented
craft und does not include the hundreds
of mishaps of & lesser tiature than total
Mlpwreck that received the attention of
4477 ile-anving crews,

Last year there weore M5 Hfesaving win-
tlons in the United States emhraced in
13 aistricts the Adantic and Paelfle
cousta s in has six Oregon five,
und Washingron four statinns. Thore on
tha Ovegan Coant ure located at Cooe Bay,
Umpgun FHiver Coquille River, Yaguina
Bay and Point Adums Those In Wash.
Ington ers the Cope THsappointment, un-
der ohkrge of Capisin Stuart; Tiwaco
Beach, Captain Jorgensen: North Cove,
Captain Browny and Westport,
liafe-maving stutlons nre establigthed along
the coast line wherever nesded, under the
direction of Uaongress, The department
B governed by & gEneral suparintendent.
as=lvtunt geners) Fmiperintendont, district
Irsprciors and bosrd of appHances and
keepers.  The geteral superintendent 1=
ppolnuted by the Socretary of the Treas.
ury, with the consent af the Senate, and
the assistant general muperintendent s
appolnied by the Seoretary of the Treas-
ury. on the recommendation of the Erneral
supeTintondent, =8 are the mapoctors and
kerpinrs, etr

The dutien of thepe officers are very ex-
acting Inepectors  of dstgpicts
their rounds evers three months
oficiais mre, b special provislen,
poimtied from Tevenuer Cutler parvice
of the United States, and have the rank
of Captain. AN officers, a8 well as.mem-
bers of seryics erews, hold thelr berths
during good behuvier, or thelr period of
commpwtency,
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Selection of Crews,

Mrmbers of crews are chosen mialy be-
ohuse of their speris] Athess, They have
civll service r].imin:\:if-ﬂl.
upin “physioal condition ™
and “mge” “fve” “four”
respoctively, showing the rela-
i1 each qualification. Applica-
tione for positions as “surfmen™ are made

o pass 5
and are Toied
o prerier g

el “ane’
ive value

on bank forms, which are duly provided
for thet! gwirposs. The appilcant must
furnish two Youchers that he has had
thres Yemr»' experience as a bostmean,
sxtilar ar finhermas

berides giving five
who have knowl-
A boatman. Physieal
prrfect, snd the ex-
conductod by a United
Swates Marine Hospita! Surgeon, 1f one s
svallalic if 1he appilcant s successiul
he must pass another oxapination a few
duyn before he guallfies as a surfman.

rolferences of s
edge of his Atness
eatdition muos 1
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NCLE Bam saves an-
Hves

Merchent vessals un-
der all Nsgs are his
Whether we

war with other na-
tione. the brave men
af the TUnlted States
Bervice
#siand ready 1o risk
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CoaPSZEING LIFE BOAT Cart BisaconntmenT Starion FORT CANBY

The age limit 1= from 18 to 45, and wolght
must not be less than 155, nor more than
X6 pounds

T}L applicant must know how to swim,
afd must be suMiciently educated to rend
and write the English language. More
than one msmber of the same famlily Is
not wanted on & crew, uniess a vacancy
ounnot bo otherwise filled. Thore is almo
an unwritten Taw among kecpers not (o
empley marrted men. This rols s not
stricily sdhered to, a8 many of the moen
have wives Applloants must reslde with-
in five miles of the conse,

A full life-maving crew consists of from
reven to eight surfmen, herlides the cap-
taln, The men =re numbered 1 8 3
otc., acconding to relative experience and
worth Promotions are made ns vacun-
cles occur. and depend on merit

All applinnces nnd equipment for the
saving of the llves of shipwrecked men
&re selected by a board of seven mem-
bers. These oficinls exerclue extensive
power in this regnrd No expense I
spared 1o procure the Lest appilances in
tbe, and any new Invention that has mer-
it i= given 2 ready trial, and !If satlsfac-
Rory, Its adoption s speedlly recommend-
od, Thus far, the modery life and surf-
boats znd the breeches-buoy apparatus
operated by the crew are the two meth-
ods most_succes=Tully employed.

Apparatas.

The lifoboate are designed to Iive In the
reughest water, They are provided with
air-tight compartments, fore and aft; the
keels are heavy, and they afe self-right-
Ing and seif-3aling. Manned by able and
trnined oarsmen, they are hand to cap-
wizs, and 1If turned over they roll right
side up =guln abnost Immedintely, .

The bereeches buoy operntos from the
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ehore to a vessel wrecked In -the breakors,
It runs on a traveler-block attached to
a hawrer made fust to the mnst. The
buoy is attached to an endicss line and is
linuled back and forith by the crew on
shore. This means Is used when the serv-
icos of a lfeboat are not avollable,

The thousands of visitors at the North
Beach Summer resorts have nn opportoni-
¥ of becoming acquilnted with the work-
ings of the 1¥e-saving service. Both the
Cnpe Disappolntment statlon, at Fort
Canby, and the Tlwaco Beach statlon, lo-
cated on the beach front, about two miles
south of Ocean Park, have done excellent
service In the past, and have perfarmed
many notable deeds of rescue. The Paint
Adums station, at the entranos of the Co-
lumblg River, on the Oregon side, and
tha North Cove station, nesr Willapa
Harbor Bar, have also saved many lives
of shipwrecked sallors and fisharmen snd
helped stranded vessels out of danger.

Scene of Many Shipwrecks,

The narrow peninsuls that llea between
Columbin River and Willapa Harbor Birs
has been the scene of many ‘shipwrecks.
Generally forelgn vessels are stranded on
North Beach, Tha eoast Une hers Tuns
neariy north and south, and no leeway s
afforded a vessel that gets in too far.
The besch gradually shelves and thers s
a consiant breaking of surf {nshore which,
during stormy weather, becomes a formld-
ahle danger for all seafaring coraft. In
1% three vessels. the British ship Glan-
morag, in ballast, bound for Portlnnd: the
Garman bark, Potritpos, for Portland_ in
ballast, And the coasting steam schooner,
Point Lomna, from Gray's Harbor to San
Frunclsco, with a cargo of lumber and
falmon, went ashore on North Beach and
were a total loes,

Mher wrecks were those of the Grace
Roberts and Strathblane, In recent Years,
arl the broken hulks of the Harvest
Hame, Sunshifte and Whistler lie buried
in the sands. The story of those' wrecks,
und the part played b¥ the WMe-saving
crews attending them, is worth the re-
telling. »

In the Winter of 1585, the barkentine
Gracre Roberts, lnden wih o miscolinneous
carge and bound for Portland from San
Francis was wrecksd, nearly opposlié
Oymervilie. Heavy gales had blown away
her salis and the holpless vessel wias driv-
en ashore, although all anchors, were
thrown out At ¥ o'clock A, M., Decamber

Fitearn
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5. the lookout at the North Cons statlon,
Bhonlwater Bay, discovered her. The cTew
of nine man had taken to the mizzen rig-
ging and were in extreme peril. The
vessel was full of water amd lay broadside
on the breakers, 30 yards from shore.

Dificuities Encoontered.

Captain Brown and his men, with beach
spparatus, were towed to Oystarville by
tug and transported the g=ar across the
portage to the ocean beach with teams,
Aftar several attempts the shot line was
fired owver the vessal. The crew wers
50 benumbed with cold it took them near-
Iy two hours to get the hawser and whip
llne mads fagt to the mast. A strong
current carried the lines northward and

5

hinglered operntions. Finally, all hands
were safaly brought ashore, one by one, In
the breeches buoy. The Cape Disapfoint-
ment crew cams 30 miles by team from
Nwaco, In a litle over two hours, nnd
arrived just as the last man, the cap-
tain, was taken off. "

The Caps Disappointment crew did he
rale servics In rescuing members of the
erew of the Britlsh ship Strathiblane,
wrocked noar Long Bench, November 2,
1¥81. The Strathblane had lost her bear.
Ing=: heavy weather had prevalled, and it
had been Imposs=ible to taks the sun for
several days. She was nearer to the
coast than had been calculated,

At 55 o'clock A, M., November 5 she
struck, nearly head on, close to the break.
By shifting wsalls she was swung afloat
iato five fathoms of water. but again
drifted In and struck 35 minutes later,

That sealed her fate. Thirty persons werte

on board, Including two passengers, At
T30 o'clock one of the boats was launched
and slght men got ashore safely. The
surf then became heavier, with the sat-
ting in of the flood tde, and It was Im-
possible to lsunch soother boat.

The Capa Disappointment erew was first
on the scene, Its surfhoat and beach ap-
paritus having besn transported from I
waco to ths bemch by ths Ilwaco Rallway
& Navigation Compans’s train. The wind
wiis blowing from the south at the rats
of nearly 0 miles an hour. The ship lay
rolling fearfully, and It is said her vard
urms dipped In the water thres to flve
timos & m¥Mute. The crew had taken to
the rigging. Broken spars were swinging
around the deck, and several men were
hurt, The ship pas over 30 yanis out

Blx shots were fired by the Ufe-saving

buoy apparatus were taken out by tram.
The breechas buoy was connected and
sent out, but no one would get (nto it

The surfboat was then manned and
started out. Pleces of lumber wera com-
Ing gut of the ship’s Bold and were pltche
ing about In the breaksrs, making 1t ex-
tremely dsngerous for the Iife-zavers:
the wreck was reached with great diffi-
culty.

At Merey of the Sea.

The schooner lay with her bow to the
shore and offersd no lve to the rescuers,
Breakers were sweeping past on aithes
side of her and bhad already knocksd off
the stern of the veasel, which had drift-
ed ashore: the imperfled men wers hua.
died togother on the bow. Two saflors
maniged to leap Into the surfboat, when
the steering oar broke and the craft was
turned bottom side up. All hands climbed
into the boiAt when It righted, and
reachad the shore.

Cuptaln Stuart was severaly injured, and
the other members of the crew were com-
pletely. exhausted and benumbed. The
rest of the wrecked steam schooner's
men were taken off on her life raft, which
was worksd by the whip Hnes, which had
bgen previously attached from shore to
ths vessel. Captain Conway, of Portland,
now superintendent of the water lines
of the O. R. & N, Co., was In command
of the Popint Loma, and was the last te
leave his post.

When the Untted States lightship broke
from her moorings off Columbia River
Bar and stranded on the beach st Mo-
Hensle Head, her complement of men
wers taken off in the darkness by the
Cape Disappolntment lifs crew. The
lightship, after standing off till morning,
bad attempted to go In over the bar with

on each watch., Ome patrols the Semch
north three miles and returns; the othes
takes the south beat, The foulbous
watches continoe til sunrise During the
daytime but one man takes emch watoh,
&nd he does not patrol the beach, excepl
in foggy or stormy weather. An obeer-
vation tower In the station yard ls gsed
by the day men. Each member of the
créw carries a clock. which s punshed
at stated intervals whils on duty. These
clooks are Inspected by the keepers to
see that the men hava been doing thaly
duty. Reading Iz not allowed whils on
duty,

If & -vexsel is seen to b Appromching
{20 near to the coast at nighttims, o ved,
pyrotechnic lght ls burned by the Desaly
patrolman, and which glves warning to
the imperiled craft, bidding it stand off
from shors. Thess lights burm about two
minutes. In the dayume. the Interna-
tional cods of flag signais iz uesd for the
purpose of warning vessels. "I D."” gives
the waming then.

Recentiy a steamer wis so- closs In At
night that Hghts could de seen In hew
pilot-house. Sho was making stralght for
rhors, and was warned off In time to
avold being wracked The thick fog had
obscured tha North Head Wght

At Cape Disappolntment the watoh dlf-
fers somewhat from that of the Hwace
station, becauses thare I8 no bemch ta
patrel. The watchers commence at IL
mldnight, and ars the same as on board
merchantmen. A houss s provided on
the hill, and in stormy weather thes look-
outs have comfortabla sheltar. In case
of & veasel In Mstreas being sighted the
eignal gun ls fivred; the lookout remaine
at his post to algnal, and the crew launch

- the boat from ths cave st Fort Candy

crew from thelr gun, but each time the
line elther broke or the projectile fell
clear of the ship., The breeches buay
method was then given up, and an at-
tempt was made to put out the surf-
bont. Captaln Al Harriz and crew made
A& gallant attempt, but the terrific gale
and heavy surf made It impossible to
reach the vessel.

Beelng that the erew had abandoned the
life<Hne and boat, the ship's crew and
passengers commenced Jumplng over-
board in an attsmpt to ewim ashore.
Six were drowned, the Captain, cook,
curpentar, two seamen and one passen-
Eer. The others were dragged out of the
surf more dead than aliva The Btrath-
blane, an Iron vessel, soon went ts pleces.

November 18, 189§, the British ship Glen-
morag, during foggy and heavy weather,
ran onto the beach, a few miles north of
Ocean Park. At 4 o'clock P. M., most
of the men landed In the ship's boats;
two were killed and four Injured. One
of the boats waa launched from the wind-
ward =ide, and while rounding the stern,
& huge breaker flung the frail craft up
sgainst the (ron sides. Those not killed
or infured managed to get the boat,
which had been badly stove, ashore. The
Ilwaco beach life-saving crew reached the
scens too Ints to render assistance to tha
men.

Wreek of the Potrimpon, .

Docomber 19, 1886, the German bark
Potrimpos stranded at 7 o'clock A. M,
aboaut four miles north of Long Benach,
having lost her reckoning. The mate
and four men landed safsly In one of
the boats, The Ilwnco Beach crow, with
the assistance of the Ilwaco Raiflway &
Navigation Company arrived soon and
took the' remainder of the crew, 14 In
number off in the surfboat, muking two
trips for that purpose.

The Ohpe Disappolntment life crew
rencusd the Captain and crew of the
steam schooner, FPolnt Loma, wrecked
near Long Beach, February 28, 1886 Thae
Point Loma was & coaster, bound from
Gray’s Harbor to Sin Franciseo, laden
with lumber and salmon, in casss, In
heavy wsouthwesterly winds, with mssas
raining high, she sprung & leak whils
off Columbia River bar during the night.
Water gained such headwey that the
fires wers axtingulshed and the hoat be.
came waterlogged and helpless. Sha drife.
ed northward and narrowly escaped go-
ing In st North Head, ngainat the rocks,

The lookout at Fort Canby hill zaw
her signaln.af distress and efforts wefe at
once taken to locate the spot where 'the
{ll-fated vessel would strike the beach.
She was located early next momning, and
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assistance. The surfbont and breeches
the tug Wallula. The hawssr parted,
and after salling up to No. 2 buoy, the
lighthouse tender Manzanita attempted to
tow the drifting vesssl In. Tha tow-line
parted ngaln, and sbb tids having set In,
the ship drifted cut over the bar.

Boon afterward the tug Escort came out
and succeeded in getting a hawser aboard.
When nearly inside the hawser parted a
third time. The vessal then drifted out
again,

The Dlsnppo!nlmrm. lookout saw her
lights; the beach was patrolled, and she
was Iocated ashore, In s narrow cove,
near McKenslie Hesd, where the heavy
wind had foreced her. The apparatus
was taken over., The second shotline
fell over the vessel, landing on the
springstay, and the breeches-buoy gear
was soon connectad.

Operations Hindercd.

The darkness and the fatigue of
lightship erew nindered operations
lines were badly fouled aboard ship
bad to be cleared. Ahout midnight,
men were all safely Ilanded by the
breeches buoy. The tide waw, by that
time, well up among the 4rift logs and
greatly hindared the work. Tha captain
and several of the =allors had besn In-
Jured by being thrown about the ship
by heavy seas.

Ths Harvest Home hiilk, lying nsarly
buried In the sand opposite Easterbrook’s
pince, has for years been a famillar stght
to pleasure-seckers at Long Beach: The
vessel salled in on top of a full-moon
high tide, amd at low tide her craw
winiked ashore, receiving nothing more
than a foot pretting. The Harvest Home
was bound from San Franclsco to Pugst
Sound with a cargo of general mer-
chandise.

That many Celumbia River bar flahar-
meén are allve today Is due to the work
of the Polnt Adams and Cape Disnppoint.
mept erews, It Is estimated that the Dis-
appointment crew alone has saved 1B
Uves within the past seven years. The
Polnt Adams statlon also does a groat dea]
of this kind of service, and has saved sov-
eral lives already thls season. » During
rough weather, both crews go eut and
lay by ready to render fmemdiate ald
The Polnt Adams= crew gosx down to
Clatsop spit keeplng near the Oregon
side, while Captain Stuart Nes out by
the bell buoy and ketps watch over Pea-
cock spit.= This extra precaution s not
required by the Government, and only
goes to show the efMiclency of the ser-
viee,

Four yearn ago, In July, Captaln Stu.
art made n noteworihy rescue by this
means. Two men in a fishing-hoat wera
caught In the breakers. The boat was

capsized, and when reached, the occu-
pints were found clinging to {ts bottom.
One of the men was so far gone that when
& lUne was thrown to him he was un-
able to cateh hold of it, and sank before
the eves of his would<be rescuers. One
of the crew jumped overboard and reseved
the man, in the nick of time
At Tiwaco Beach,
Night watch at the lwsaco BHeach sin-
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the Nfe-zzaving crew and a detach
of soldlers from the fort went to her

tion cor es at § o'clock P. M., and
Iasts til IX midnight. Two men go out

and pull to the rescue. Beach patrolmen
do not' fire a signal gun, but hurry bachk
to the mation to glive the alarm
Members of We-snving crews are fur-
nished quarters, bed and bedding, but
they have to board themselves. Theay Ilve
well from & common tabls, and hire thade
own cook. The captailns are furnished
separate fooms, but Rave to board them-

selvex The Government does not proe
vide clothing. The men are all allowed
one day (12 hours) off & week, although
they can be absent M hours or longoer.
by providing a substitute. Thay are also
granted furioughs, but are not given
transport ML

By a recent mct of Congress, the pay

of surfmen has been Imcreased from
to $8§ per month; Copiains recelve 58
per month, If disabled while in active
mervice, they recelve full pay for twa
years, when, If cured, they will be talkeg
on agudn. If a Captain in married and
dies In service, hin widow receives his
full pay for two Fears

Evary part of & lfse-zaving station o
kept serupulously clean. The boats and
apparatus are always In the best of con-
ditlon, and the men are periodically
drilled. Following !s the weskiy routine:

Monday—B=ach apporatus d¢rill and
everhauling gear,

Tuesday—8urf and [if's boats,

Wedneseday—International and gpesera

sorvice code aignals.
Thursday—Beach apparatus,
Friday—Resuscitation.
Saturday—Cloan bouse.
CLAUDE BIMPSON.

Sirens Past and Present.

L

In the dars of old Tlrssss fhere were sirens
a0 they wmy,
tha sangs
Rnd  Wwest:
Whan they saw 3 sall approaching they wonld
. st and sing awsy
T the voyagers were taken off their feet—
Til ths bBomts wars safely moored
And the woyagers ware lured
To the donm the alrens wanisd (hem to meelk

And they sang wers wondesful

They had faces (lks the angels that are plo-
tursd in tha boocks,
They had ail the ttls graces men sdore,

But. 'mstend of sl whitn Angerslithay had
uglhy, Sony Sookm
That they bid ameng the -na-r.mhh thay
WP

And =a~h Rlss & siren gave

Bent soeie vietim to his grave—

Laft som= woman mourning on ome m
share,

There ars sirems that il

Father an the saldl

prn shars todar, . '
And the things they say sre wonderful o
hesT,
And th swodpy down on the fellow whe

gors wandering that way.
And they whispesr things that charm him by
his exr—
O th p»t hion and cajols
T ¢t havs him, heart and soul—
Till some ather victim chances s appess.

AB, the fllrting of the sirem who s sitting by

the sen
s futal wa 1t svor wus of rore,
And Bar kiss I8 Just as polson S8 [Bat other's
csed to bhe,
Thofigh she dosss’t Wl Ber viettm agy®
Hre—
All ashie dose i pout and smile
For & hoappy- little while,
And then lexve his poor bears broken, em
the abnoe.

- E. HKiser, |n Chicago Times-Heralll




