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1 i ; juiKe ana .kick, went, lu tne moon unu uic i 01 aarmg ne naa uispiayeu miccieu uibV 1 I North Pole, is to he compared, children, ' others, and as one man they followed
- ;? to the boring machine. Of course, Mike j him and soon took the defenses.

n and Jack distinguished themselves, but, I Boyes uniform was torn to rags by
J my dears, they are not the only pebbles bullets, as wore also the colors he car- -

y on the beach. J

Sore Point.
T " prncll hea cd a we&T rlgi,

A'-- murmured te the p"n,
"1 ha-- t fcH no out of sorts

Sinm oh, 1 don't knw when!

"The jwnkntfe treats me vory Ul.
I cum jik in tb- - street.

And reallj h extremely blmrp
Y ! n?'"r wc chanee to nwat--

"A id when I Swoke the oilier day
B( n ath it bitter stroke.

It aid 'It didn't we the paint:'
Xc.t'ior did I see the Joke!

V lh tnanj trouble I'm dotre-Mr-

' t jt feolfe like lna "
The t n inottw! up an inky

I we., for jou." it said."
Cas-eii- 's Little Folks.

TO CENTER OF THE EARTH

I Story of the Thrilling Adventures of
Inventor Josli and Ills Chums,

Eph. and Saooks.

CHAPTER I.
"You're just foolin'. Who over heard

of horin' a hole to the middle of the
I earth?"

"ies, that's what I said."
"But it's too hot down there. I've

(been told 'that the further down you bo,
I the h ttcr it gets. Why. there wouldn't
I be a grease spot loft of a. feller, if hs
twent down there; he'd just sizzle all
up."

Onnse it's hot for a short distance
Id wrtird. and in places, but T tell you
hVc rr.idlle of the earth is holler, anl
j u a 1 1 He e me. once you've bcun i. --

s uo the balL I've been down myrtlf
lard knew what I'm talking about. These

c: If U Hers make me tired, for they
1 '' thoj know It all. I've got a mi- -

Ic'j.ne th t Rill take you to the center of
fthe ear.h In a Jiffy. Now, I'll take you
Ibojs djwn Jiith me, if you've got sense
lenugh to keep mum. Betides, there's
Ibuckcts f geld there, and it's lots of fun
I to gi sla'hin' down into the depths: it's
1 better tb 'n sHndin a season at the
coast. All jcu have to do Is to jump Into
the Iron box, and I'll turn on the power

land, in about an hour, we'll be In the
ImldJk yi this globe.

'My mr chine is great, I tell you, and
fl m proul of it. When I got it ready, I
ftok it luck a wajs Into the country.
where there was a dose: ted shack, and
then set it in motion. In no time it
was b ,rln' through the crust of the earth.
Hike a streak of gt eased lightning. It got
?rettj hot after I had gone three or four
miles, but it was soon comfortable again

Bund I ft It all right.
'B the way. boys, this crust is only

iw miles thick. The iRst 10 miles was
fit. ' eh wvck, mu the machine ground

uj;h it at last. It was the dandiot
Siai - I w is e er in, but I ain't goin' to

sc-n-- It t ycu kids, for If jou want
. i sc c it, 3 ou can oocie along i m goin

to t a.' t t m ' ow morning. What do you
fell r&r'

The Inventor.
TMs unusual conversation took place

jetwicn tlie boj-s- , shortly after th close
the Portland Mrhaols. One. the inven

tor .f the buring machine, ivas 17 years
id Pr :n the fact that he had invontel

i ma 1 c which made Journeys into t'.--i
lint i i.i a Interior of the earth, my read--

r" c insider him a genius. But
r x ' "S ivrd would not lead one

..Wk x At he was a laggard.
t' I ht-- teachers had long ago given him
jp as h for they considered him

sums-kil- StiH it is a consoling fact
Lhat ta her are sometime wrong m
.helr cUE.a'e cf boj's, the world furnish-
ing man instances of brilliant genius.
psni 'under the inost unpromising ex- -
.onv. n.

So with Ji-- for that was the name all
the bevi tailed him. lie devoted hours to
imurs rnJ imaginings, and while his

Ha&smat' s were conning .their lessons, he
thJJght al ut machines and wonderfu.
inventions. He had "wheels in his head."

feet. Much of his spare time was
kpent a.round electric machines, and ho

td thus picked up a great knowledge of
Hectrl .ty.

S. mel- - ow he had caught the notion of
irflT T, 1 Vlrt rKinW .f m. AOK n KnwCiv v .. .vaV. Wl .V 7VU 4.! a, :iu.h.cht:.io, .u will say. He didn't believe

id tl.'gs he had read in books about
ic m.duie of th earth boing a molten
lass. lat how to get there- was what

JUb.eJ Jilm. So he just thought and
iO'-g-'1 t, and the result was a borhig
nc1. l.e that would grind and cut its
raj' through the hardest stone strata.

The Machine.
?Cow, ' Tren. don't ask me to doscrlbe
it boring machine. Being only a girl.
kn w -- ivhing about whois and cogs
id springs and screws, and such things.

to I jukt innot give you a clear descrlp- -
ioa of .:. mtricate parts. But I do know

Ibis:
It was a sort of double-pointe- d conical
js, the forward part being ailed with,
jwerful electric machinery. The ma- -
inTj' worked a set of steel teeth that

Hired riqvl through earth and stone with
out stopping. The hardest steel was
tsed In the construction of the machine.
i.nd It to..k Josh two years to complete
lis invention. On top of the machine

an iron cage, large enough to ac--
nmmodate three boys. In this cage
!"ere s"me levers, with which to manage

She storage battery in the apartment
tnderneath
Another feature of the machine was Its

levcrslbinty. It could be reversed so
that It would bore Its way upward, as
cell as downward. At the top there was

ther point, provided with grinders, so
the machine could start back to the

Surface irom any point reached.
iJct evea the groat airship, in which

The machine was provided with a door
in the middle to admit passengers, its
walls were of chilled steel and double,
and were lined with asbestos, so that it j

could pass through great heat without
injury to the occupants within. Ureat I

iron braces made it capable of withstand-
ing a pressure of JOM pounds to the
square Inch. Call Josh lazy or an idle
boy! I think he displayed positive genius ;

in the construction of this marvelous
machine. j

In answer to Josh's question both lads j
to whom he was talking shouted: !

v hnt mi m ,th vn, wnninn-- t

miss it for the world!" J

Epli nml Suooki.
These two boys were Eph and Snooks, j

of 13 and lb years in age. The chance to I
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have some fun was never let pass by ga,J.e for, day her a llttle Earden very
them, and so next morning at 4 o'clock own, and advised, when anger got the
they arrived at the appointed place, just of her judgment, that go
as Josh appeared. They carried enough i to the garden and work for a few

to last a considerable time. ' ments. The plan acted like a and
Thev were enabled to do this because a verr few moments among the smiling
they had" made all preparations for an . faces of her flower friends brought the
extended fishing trip, it is per- - llttle Princess, ashamed and repentant, to
haps needless to say, without the knowl-- for forgiveness.
edge of their parents, they were now Tne naD1t thus rormeel in emianooa nag
about to forego for tne more attractive I never been broken, and during the entire
adventure proposed by Josh. The pro- - "e of this, the oldest child of the Eng-vlslo- n.

for the fishing trip were there- - ! Hsh queen, flowers have held a high place
fore to do duty for the journey to the I in her regard. When affairs worry or
earth's Interior.

"Hello, boys!" exclaimed Josh as they
met.

"Hello, Josh!" responded the boys.
"We're ready."

Josh unlocked the door of the old shack
and they all went In. Eph and Snooks
viewed tho huge boring machine with
wonder, as It stood upright, with
its nose in the ground, all ready for the
start.

"Xo time to loe; hop in!" said Josh,
unlocking the side door of the iron cone.

Snooks and Eph stepped in and sat
down on a cushion, feeling a little afraid.
They would have backed out, but did not
havo the courage to stand the Jeering
Josh would give them if tney did.

Josh closed and fastened the door with
a great iron bolt. Then he turned on the
electric light, which flooded the cage
with a brilliant glare. Snooks noticed
that he was sitting on what appeared
to be an ordinary box, that it
was made of steel.

"What's this thing, anyway, Josh?" he
Inquired.

"That contains the compressed air for
tho trip," was the answer. "All set for
tho center of the earth in one hour!"

Then he turned the lever, and Eph

TIME TO

Hippo (in bed, awning and stretchins) Oh !

and Snooks felt a sinking sensation, as
though they were in a rapidly descend-
ing elevator. Down, down they went,
grinding and boring away through the
clay, through the granite strata, the
marble layers and other solid
even the hardest chisel can't even dent.
At the boys were greatly frightened,
but gradually they got used to the queer
sensation and began to enjoy their novel
experience.

When they had been grinding down
through the crust for about an hour.
Josh slowed up, and presently they
reached their destination. Josh opened
tho door and all three stepped out.

ALICE M. WEL.LS.
(To be continued in next Sunday's Oregonlan.)

EAItXED VICTORIA CHOSS.

Three Brave Ilritlsh Who Won
the Coveted Honor.

The Victoria Cross has been won on
three occasions by boys In 1K5, during
the Crimean campaign by two young
members of the famous Naval Brigade,
and in 1S67. when a combined fleet of
British. French and Dutch ships made
war upon Japan, by a midshipman of the
Euryalus. The first of the trio was Ed-
ward Daniels, who, when the horses tak-
ing an ammunition wagon filled with pow-

der w ere killed by a shell, rushed out and
headed a party which safely brought in
the ammunition under a rain of bullets In
which it seemed impossible for anyone
to live.

The second act of bravery was per
formed by a young boatswain, named
Sullivan, when the famous Malakoff bat-
tery was taken. He took out a flagstaff
and placed it on a certain mound which
hid a Russian battery from the British
gunners, having in zd doing traversed

line of fire. On the mound he had
to dig the hole for the flagstaff with his
fingers and pile stones around it to keep
it Arm. His coolness so excited the Rus-

sians that they all aimed wide, and the'
man escaped, to receive, in addition to
the famous cross, the French Legion of
Honor.

The act which won the Victoria Cross
for Duncan Boyes, the middy of the
Euryalus, occurred when the combined
ftaots lRnded a contigent of men against
the Japs. It was thought, however, that
the Britishers alone could successfully
tackle the situation, so the French and
Dutch were sent back, whereupon a large
body of Japanese came into view and
made a determined attack. The middy,
who was carrying the colors with the
leading company, rushed ahead for some
36 yards toward the defenses, as though
about to attempt their capture single-hande- d.

He was called back and severely
reprimanded by his caplain, but the spirit
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rled, but he himself came out safe
sound, having well earned his reward.
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HER HASTY TEMPER,

Love of Flowers Cnrcd Germany's
DoTrasrer Empress.

It Is told of the Princess Royal of
England, now the Dowager Empress of
Germany, that she had a very hasty tem- -

per when she was a little girl. Quick,
not words came readily to her lips, and
once she was eyen known t0 speak

"angrily to her gentle, indulgent father.
when he refused her some trifling pleas
ure.

Queen Victoria, always a wise and kind
mother, did not punish her little daughter

rT thocn rn MiTit-efr-c rf tmrmpr "Hilt rYf

annoy her, as they will worry and annoy
even Empresses, she always finds a few
moments in which she can sllp'out among
her blossoms, and the silent companion-
ship of the little pansy faces, the fra-
grant rosebuds and the modest violets
seem to give her strength to cope with
any difficulty.

HOSPITABLE NEW YORK CAT.

Feeds Homeless Felines and Keeps
Disrepntnble Company.

A cat owned In Brooklyn, N. T., has
been trained to enjoy being lifted up by
his tail. As a reward for this exercise,
before he really began to delight In the
sensation, he used to demand and receive
food on a plate in the back yard. At
first no one could understand why he re-

fused to eat In the house, but eventually
it was noted that as soon as he got the
meat a number of homeless cats ap-
peared in the yard, though not one had
been In sight when the plate was filled.

Dewey (all cats are named Dewey now)
was watched, and it was learned that no
sooner was he by himself with his food
than his loud "meows" called in the
visitors. ThcyjRvere all of the thin, half--

-
GET UP.

darn It! There goes the alarm clock!

starved class of back fence haunters so
common in cities, and Dewey seemed to
get as much pleasure out of feeding them
as they did out of the dinner.

It was not long before the further dis-
covery was made that through appeals
to various members of the family Dawey
would get enough to satisfy himself be-

fore he insisted on the back-yar- d feeding.
Then his owner found that he would
pick his guests. Some of the most dis-
reputable cats of the section were wel-
come: others equally disreputable and
equally hungry were ruthlessly driven
away.

Dewey has other peculiarities. He likes
to lie on a clean counterpane, and the
more elaborate it is the better he is sat-
isfied. He is also fond of all starched
goods, and will invariably hunt out a
lawn skirt to make his bed on, if one is
incautionsly left around. But his friend-
ship for plebeian cats Is getting him into
disrepute, and there Is pretty persistent
talk about sending him to the country,
where he will have to Keep better com
pany,

--S HERE WILL

Induced Her to Stay.
Miss Kitty Moore
"Went down jto the shore

For to watch the ocean. .

Up came a wheel rider,
Sat down "lone side 'er.
Did that frishten Miss Kitty away?
Oh, no; it but Induced her to stay.

Philadelphia Inquirer.

TOT AND THE BROWNIES

Lively. Elves lu Drovrnsy Dreamland
Play Pnnny Pratilrs "With, the

Sprlshtly Alphabet.

Poor little Tot! She was so tired!
Papa had promised her that when she
had perfectly learned all the letters of
the alphabet he would reward her with
a bicycle. She had taken her book and
seated herself in her mamma's cosy cor-
ner, with soft sofa pillows all about her.

'She tossed back her brown curls, and
with a Studious scowl bent over her
book, determined,- - to conquer. But it
was hard work. She thought of the

Passing Observations..

Mr. Howes Fly Mr. Caterpillar Is not very
sporty these days.

Mr. Butt It. Fly No; but he says he Is goln
to bo ery fly later in the. season.

.swing out in the cool shade back of the
house; of the meadow where the other
children were chasing the pretty but-

terflies. Her bright eyes kept closing,
though she tried very hard to keep them
wide open. By and by the book slipped
from the chubby little hands. The long
brown lashes came together, her head
fell back among the soft pillows, and
Tot was wandering in Dreamland.

In Brownieland.
A pleasant green, where the tiger-Hll-

nodded to the daisies, and the blue
violets looked up from their mossy beds
to the Summer sky. Tot saw it all, and
it seemed quite real.

Pretty soon a troop of Brownies, with
their odd little round bodies and slender
legs, came dancing out of the woods.
Tiny horses, no larger than mice,
pranced spiritedly along, drawing a
wagon. A queer-lookin- g box was lifted
from tho vehicle and its contents spilled
out upon the ground. Tot was amazed,
for there, mixed up In all sorts of ways,v
were the letters of the alphabet.

Pretty soon the Brownies began to play
with the letters, taking liberties with
them that seemed very strange. They
placed a number of capital I's together
in an upright position. Then they took
the big O's for balls, which they rolled
over the ground and knocked all the I's
down with. It was the funniest game of
tenpins that Tot had ever seen. Some of
the other Brownies took the small o's
and played ball with them. Others
turned the big U's upside down and made
cnxpiet arches of them, using the little
I's for mallets, and such of the small
o's as were left for balls.

Blgr P's nnd Little p's.
The big P's and little p's hopped

around on their single legs and seemed
to enjoy themselves as well as the big
H's, which had two Arm legs to stand
upon. The S's, large and small, couldn't
keep still, but went squirming around
for all the World like a lot of snakes.
The big E's and Ns and M's all kept
huddled together. '

What struck Tot as the queerest thing,
though, was when two of the Brownies
placed two of the capital Ys nearly to-

gether, and then placed a 'small 1 in
such a way that it fitted down Into the
crotches of the T's. The best jumpers
appeared and cleared this at a bound.

The big Q's and B's and D's, as well
as the big R!s and G's and C'a, all looked
so round and fat and jolly, Tot had to
laugh at them. The W's, M's and Vs
stumped awkwardly about in the most
ridiculous way. The llttle b's looked

very funny Indeed, with their long necks

BE A WATCH YOU CAN WALK

it iriTrPi -- "

and round bodies. The Z's, large and
small, didn't move around very much,
and when they did they were very un
steady, and acted as though the sun
made them dizzy.

Big X and Little t.
The X's and llttle t's kept close to-

gether, looking for all the world to Tot
like, a lot of crosses. All the tiny e
children were hung up by their loops
on a string, out of harm's way. The llt-tl- o

i's and j's had lots of trouble to keep
from losing the dots above their heads.

The Brownies played all sorts of games
with the letters until sundown, and then.
throwing them all into the box again,
placed the latter on tho wagon and dls--
uppeoreu. jlul huo juui.ii imi,iv.oivu.
Suddenly

"Wake up, dear, and come to tea!"
called mamma.

When the family was seated at the
table Tot told her wonderful dream.
Her papa was much amused, and de-

clared he had never heard so funny a
thing before. But really the strangest
part of it all was that Tot's experience
in Brownieland, where the letters of the
alphabet were made to play such queer
antics, served to impress -- the letters so
firmly on her mind that she has never
forgotten them.

A day or two later the expressman left
a bicycle at the house, and Tot, of
course, was delighted. UNCLE TED.

POLLY'S NEW FROCK.

Disappointment It Caused in the
Nursery Wardrobe.

It was in the middle of the night and
Polly's frocks all hung in the nursery
wardrobe. They were quiet for a time,
and then the light blue China Silk one
said: "Don't crowd so, Pink Gingham.
You are crushing my lace ruffles. I am
Polly's best frock, and I ought to havo
more room." "Pooh," said the Pink
Gingham, "maybe you are her best, but
she doesn't like you as well as she likes
me. When she wears you she has to be
so careful of you that she can't have
any fun. She likes me besl because if
she gets me soiled I can be washed."

"No, she likes me best," said the Bed
Merino, "because she always wears me
when she goes .to grandma's, and we do
have lovely times there."

"Well," said a White Apron, "I know
she's awfully fdnd of me, because she
wears me to kindergarten, and she is so
proud of my shoulder-bows.- "

"I'll tell you how we'll know which
she likes best," said a dear llttle White
Lawn dress. "Tomorrow is Polly's birth-
day, and on that day her mamma always
lets ner wear any dress she chooses.
Now, we'll see which of us she'll select.
I think she'll take me."

The blue --(China Silk said nothing, but
shrugged f'its shoulders, in a way that
showed what it thought. Next morning
Polly opened her eyes bright and early
and mamma came In and gave her five
birthday kisses.

'Ut's my birthday, isn't It?" she said,
gleefully.

"Yes, dear," said mamma, "and here's

OVERHEARD

Mr. Grasshopper Oh! I Just love dancing!

your first present. What do you s'pose is
in this box?"

"Oh, what, what?" cried Polly. "Open
it quick, mudder, dear, I want to see."

The frocks in the wardrobe wanted to
see, too, and they poked their sleeves out
between the doors, trying to elbow each
other out of the way.

"Oh, oh!" screamed Polly in delight.
"It's a beautiful now1 dress, all made of
plaid, with gilt buttons! Oh, mudder, let
me put it right on and wear it for my
birthday."

"Yes, indeedy," said her mother, kiss-
ing her, and then all the other little
frocks shrunk back into the wardrobe
and hung there dejectedly without saying
a word. Pittsburg Dispatch".

MONGOOSE SHUT OUT.

Uncle Sam Doesn't Want the Little
Fellow Here.

The fiat of the Nation has gone forth
against the mongoose. Before Congress
adjourned a bill was passed by both
Houses prohibiting Its importation. The
pugnacious little animal is henceforth to
be placed in the same category as the
Chinese.

The mongoose is a native of India. It
Is death on rats and snakes. For the de-

struction It works among these pests it
is highly prized. But when it cleats out
the rats and snakes it betakes itself to

AROUND IN

The greatest watch In the world is being built It will have spacious calleries In it. in which people can walk around, and yet It will
be a perfect watch in every respect. It will be a ffreat feature of the St. Louis fair of 1003. The American watchmakers are taking a
great Interest In It, and it Is intended to show the leading position which they occupy among the. nations.

Tho natch will lle.on its back, will have a polished metal case just like the ordinary watch, and will be so large and roomy inside that
people will be able to walk around in it, among the moving wheels. It will be nearly 75 feet in diameter, and more than 40 feet high,
with neat ljttle stairways running all about in ft, and all the wheels properly protected so that no one can be hurt nor have his clothes
soiled. The balance wheel will weigh a ton, and what Is called the "hairspring" In a watch will be as thick as a man's wrist. It
will take about two minutes, for the balance wheel to swing around and back again. It will be pivoted on two enormous agate blocks-substit- utes

for diamonds and will be made of brass. One of the greatest difficulties will bo In getting a balance spring of tho size and
strength that can stand tho strain and keep its elasticity.

The mainspring, of course, will be an enormous affair, something over 300 feet in length, and made of 10 spring steel bands two
Inches thick, bound together, as It would bo impossible to roll so largo a piece, either in thickness or length. The projector of the en-

terprise claims, of course, that the scheme has an educational side.
"Those who visit the watch will be given instructions." he says, "with practical Illustrations., on tbe care of a watch. Guides will point

out and name cery part, with its use, and its proportionate movement. Tho watch will be wound by steam regularly at a ceitain hour
during tbe day.

j birds and eggs, and any sort of small
gome it can gci noia. ot. xnai is way,
says the New. York Herald, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture classifies 'it as a
noxious animal. Weighed in the balance,
away from its native land, its vices are
found to outweigh Its virtues, and there-
fore it is to be kept out of Uncle Sam's
broad domains.

Thus far very few specimens of tho
mongoose have been introduced into this
country; The edict of exclusion is based
mainly on the experience of Jamaica.
That Island once suffered from a plague
of rats, which were particularly destruc-
tive in the cane fields. They were held
responsible for an annual loss of some- -
thme nke ?500(XXX In Februarj 1S72. nlne
individuals of the mongoose, four male3
and five females, were introduced from
India.

Theyy Increased with remarkable rapid-
ity and soon spread all over the Island,
oven to the tops of the highest moun-
tains. They proved Inveterate rat de-
stroyers. A decade after their introduc-
tion" it was estimated that they were
thus saving the sugar planters $223,000 per
annum. And the mongoose was blessed.

Still the mongoose increased, and Its
murderous habits became more and more
apparent as the rats diminished. It de-
stroyed young pigs, kids, lambs, puppies,
kittens, poultry, game, birds which nest--e- d

in or near the ground, eggs, ground
lizards, frogs, turtles' eggs and land
crabs. It was also known to eat ripe
bananas, pineapples, young corn, pears,
sweet potatoes, cocoanuts and other
fruits. Toward the close of the second
decade the mongoose came to be regard-
ed as the worst pest ever Introduced into
the island worse than the rats which it
destroyed. Then the mongoose was of-
ficially anathmematlzed.

Hawaii, where the mongoose was Intro-
duced in 1SS1, underwent a somewhat
similar experience, and in 1S33, a law
was passed forbidding the Introduction,
breeding or keeping of the mongoose on
the island. All of which goes o show
that tie mongoose is a good animal to
let alone where Nature has placed It.

Amusing Parlor Game.
The game of passing bean3 is an ex-

citing one, and needs at least two older
people to superintend it. Tho children
are all arranged in two lines, with a
small table or chair at the head of the
line, upon which Is placed a bowl of com-
mon white beans. There should be the
same number of beans In each bowl,
about 12 or 14 In all.

The child next the bowl takes out a
bean, passing it to the next child, who
in turn passes it on down the line, while
the leader continues to take out the
beans one by one until all are passed,
tho order being reversed when tho end
of tho line is reached, and the beans
started back again, the child at the end
dropping them into the bowl.

There are sure to be several beans
dropped in the excitement, and when all
are returned, those In each bowl are
counted, tho one having the greatest
number winning the game. In case both

ON THE LAWN.
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Wo are going to givo a big hop tonight.

sides are even in number of beans, at the
end, the one who can get them in first
wins the game. It will be well for some
of the older people who are helping to
entertain the children to stand near each
of the lines to keep order, a3 this is a
most exciting game.

Dolls o the Ancients.
Dolls were buried with children's mum-

mies in Egypt. The girls of ancient Hin-
dustan had ivory dolls, and in Greece even
jointed dolls were sold In the market
place. The girls of the Middle Ages
had not only dolls, which must have been
the favorite plaything. If we can judge
from the allusions of the poets, but also

I dollhouses and doll wagons.
m. uuiiiucr ui. ean.nen aoiis, representing

babies and armored knights, were, found
under the Nuremberg pavement in 1859.

These dolls date from the 14th century.
The hole in one of them is for the re
ception of the "pathenpfennlg," or god-
parents' gift.

The boy doll, generally mounted, was
also a favorite with the Middle Ages
(not middle-age- girls. The children of
those times were not exacting. Colored
eggs, painted wooden birds, bladders filled
with peas, llttle "practicable" windmills
and earthen' animal figures were thank-
fully received. The boys had hobby-
horses, paper windmills and marbles. .A
verse of the 17th century bewails the de-

struction of pockets by the last named.
The older boys went fowling with blow-gun- s.

' Auntie on Merry-Go-Ronn- d.

An old colored auntie, weighing fully 250

pounds, mounted one of the little wooden
ponies of the merry-go-roun- d at the street
fair yesterday, says the Topeka Capital,
of recent date. She said she was out for
a good time, but evidently did not enjoy
herself on this occasion. Immediately at
the toot of the whistle the swing started,
and, amid the beating of drums and the
big pipe-orga- n attachment, auntie became
excited and nearly fell off the pony. She
called frantically to tho boss to "stop dat
Infernal machine." The more she yelled
"Whoa," the faste rthe swing seemed to
go, and auntie made the circuit 25 times,
which she said "seemed almighty long."
When tho swing stopjad she piled off.
drew a long breath, paid her nickel, and
started for the midway, declaring she had
had more than a plenty of "them kind
of swing."

Logical Conclusion.
A little boy and his sister, just enough

older to assert her superior wisdom, were
looking over a large illustrated family
Bible, when they came to the picture of
Christ and his disciples. The little boy,
pointing to the halo around the head of
Jesus, asked:

"What's that?"
The sister, with dignity, replied:

"That's the Son of God.'"
The little boy, then, pointing to the

rings around the heads of the disciples,
said: "Well, then, these must be the
moon3 of God." Philadelphia Inquirer.

Polly Docs the Tnlkin.
"Do you love mo. sweetheart?

Such a merry, slrllah trill!
"Just as much as jeeterday?"

Then the answer loud and shrill:
"Yes. you bet I do!

What yer clVln us? -t

Polly from her cage below
In a conversation bout.

Then we moved my love and I.
Where no listening bird hung nigh.

Chicago Times-Heral-

PUZZLING STRING MAGIC

Here's, Something, Soys and Girls
With Which You May While

Away a Rainy Day.

The boy or girl who can perform vari-
ous yttle tricks with matches, string, etc.,
is generally very popular and much in
demand. A rainy day at the seashore,
or in the mountains, is usually dreary
enough, and any one who can help whi:
away the time Is regarded with grati-
tude. Here is a description of the mar-
velous ring trick, which the writer has
not seen described since he was a child,
which is quite a good many years ago.

Having tied the ends of your string to-

gether, pass it double through a linger
ring, and ask some one to hold the ends
upon their two forefingers. You may now
proceed to remove the ring, without cut-
ting the string or releasing the fingers,
which seem to hold it securely.

First pass the string a second time
around one of the fingers which hold it,
then drawing the loop thus formed to-

ward the opposite hand, as shown In fig- -

Fisr. l.
ure 1, pass It over the 'string on the
other finger until it lies In the position of
dotted line B; then, with your two fore-
fingers, catch up at A and Al of the
strings holding the ring, and sliding your
fingers from each other, quickly slip from
the ends of your companion's fingers tho
part of the string holding the ring, which,
being thus released, will fall into tho
hand, with which you can quickly cover
it before it leaves the string, to add to
the mystery.

The surprise of your stringholdcr Will
now be doubled, if you proceed to return
the ring to the string without removing
the ends from his fingers. Pass the string,
as in tne first trick, around one of his
fingers, and in drawing the loop, as be-

fore, toward the other hand, slip It
through the ring as shown at D; then
pass the loop over the finger, this time
leaving it near the end, as at C; with
your two forefingers catch up the string
which was first upon the fingers, and
slip it from them over the part holding
the ring, and ycu will f.nd the ring in
place, as at the beginlng of the first
trick.

Here Is another very simple trick:. Pass

I r r fni

Flff. 2.
your string around your neck, crossing it
In front as in figure 2; put the string In

our mouth at the point where it crosses
ftself, and, holding it firmly between
the teeth, announce your Intention of re-

moving it from the neck by passing the
re3t of the string a second time over
the head.'To do this, first drop the cord from
both hands 'for a moment, and. in taking
hold of it again, let your hands exchange
places, being careful to have the string
which Is uppermost where It crosses in
your mouth remain uppermost, so that
what appears to be a second crossing of
the string will be really its uncrossing;
now throw the rest of the cord over your
head, and, though you seem to be en-

circled by a double cord, draw both sides
backward as in figure 3, releasing the
string from your still closed mouth in

Fljr. 3.
what seems quite a marvelous way? You
will find yourself disentangled, anfttba
string still tied together as in the, begin-
ning, and ready for numberless more
wonders. Philadelphia Inquirer.


