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RECOLLECTIONS

in the and the First
River of the

PORTLAND, June 1L Away back, long
before the white man had seen the Pacific
Crest or even America; before history In
thki country began, and when rague leg-

endary filled Its placet, and current events
were handed down from generation
to generation by dim traditions; and
when, as the Indians say, the Gorge
of the Columbia through the Cas-

cade Mountains was much narrower
than. IT is now, & part of the huge
mountain fell into and dammed, up
huge mountain fell Into and dammed up
the great river. But ere long the impet-
uous water forced its way through and
under the fallen mountain, leaving a nat-
ural bridge spanning the river. Unnum-
bered ages passed, when an earthquake
came, causing the earth to shake, the
mountains to totter- - and dropping the
bridge into the river, filling Its channel
with masses of stone and forming an ob-

struction to navigation now known as the
Tail." or "Cascades of the Columbia." As

far back as Indian tradition goes, the
cascades of the Columbia has been an
important point on account of the break
in navigation, making a portage of every-
thing carried in boats an absolute neces-
sity.

Its importance was greatly Increased by
the extensive fishing grounds made by the"long narrows," and rapid current of theriver at that place, enabling the Indians
witti spear and scoopnet to capture vastquantities of salmon, which made them aneasy Ih-in- as well as an article of great
value in trade with other tribes. The vil-
lage of Wish-ra- m at the Iwad of the fallswas a mart of trade. Irving said: "TheseIndians were shrewder and more intelligent
than other Indians. Trade had sharpened
their wits, but had not Improved their hon-esty, for they were a community of arrantrogues and freebooters." They took evervpossible advantage the location gave them.always maklner exorbitant n on
charge for any privilege granted or serv-
ice renjdeijed .and often robbed weak andUnprotected parties. "When Kwls andClark passed there- - with well-arm- and
well-drill- men, they were unmolested,but five yeans later, when Wilson P. Huntarrived there with his d, worn-o- ut

and discouraged party, they were very
troublesome and insolent. Soon after thispart of the country fell Into the handsor the white man. he, too, saw the Im-portance of that location and eagerlyseized it, and was no less willing to makeit a source of profit; in fact, to use Itfor all it was worth." proving that hu-man nature is the same, be It Indian orWhite man. F. A. Chenoweth. afterwardsJudge Chenoweth, of Corvallis. settled atthe Cascades, and in 1S50 built the firstportage, road on the lino of the old Indiantrail. Which had been in use so long "thatthe mermory of man runneth not to thecontrary."
'His road was a railroad built entirelyof wood, and the car was drawn by oneone mule. The road was on th nor.

sldo of the Columbia, at that time was inOregon. I saw him in Salem in the Win-ter of 1S52 and 1S53, a fromthe Cascades. He was made a CircuitJudge in Oregon Territory In 1S53 bvPresident Pierce, and lived to be an octo-
genarian.

Then there were no settlers east of theCascade Mountains, and no Immediateprospect of any, so he sold his road to
D. P. and P. F. Bradford, who were
either more hopeful of the future, or hadbetter fores'ght than Judge Chenoweth.They rebuilt the rood In 1S5C. makingmany on it.

The Indian massacre at the Cascades
occurred while this Improvement was be-
ing made. The men were attacked whllfat work, and lied in nl. directions; one or
two of them were killed.

This road was rebuilt again In 1SG1. with
iron rails, and had Ueam locomotives. Itwas the first railroad of the kind built
in Oregon, and though small was the be-
ginning of railroading In the Xorthwcst,

This was the first railroad prope'Jed by
steam power I over traveled upon.

Some t'me later in the 'Ms. Colonel
Ruckol and H. Ohnstead built and oper-
ated a portage road on the south bank
of the Columbia.

Before tho portage roads and the steam-
boats combined their interests, the port-
age company received havf the freight
charges on all freights to their destina-
tion. If the price was J0 per ton from
Portland to The Dalles, and that was the
regular price for many years, the portage
men got 530 per ton for carrying it around
the fails, six miles.
First Steamboats on the TTpper Illver

The old Columbia. I believe, was the
first steamboat to go up as far as the
Cascades. Tho first steamboat bui'.t above
the Cascades was the James R. Flint,
built by the Bradfords, J. O. Yanbergen
and James R. Flint, of San Francisco.
She was a small side-whe- el boat with
singlo engine "geared" to tho shafts and
when in motion sounded more like a
thrashing machine than a steamboat. On
hor first trip down from Tho Dalles, old
Dr. Newell was a passenger, and for a
tlmo seemed nervous and disturbed. He
finally asked one of the employes what
mado that rattling sound. "Oh. that's
only the cook grinding coffee," was the
reply.

In the fail of 1SC1 the Flint was taken
over the Cascades and run between Port-
land and Oregon City. Later on she was
cut in two .lengthened and the machinery
of the old Columbia put Into her and
named Fashion.

The Bradfords next built the Mary, a
doublo-engin- e boat, to run between the
cascades and the dalles. The Mary was
lying at the upper cascades at the com-
mencement of the Indian massacre In
1&56, and was dispatched to The Dalles
In great haste for relief. She brought
back a company of cavalry m barges.

About the same time a messenger was
sent to Portland and Vancouver for as-

sistance, and the steamer Belle was dis-
patched, with Second Lieutenant PhUp
H. Sheridan and 40 men. This was Sheri-
dan's first battle. In less than 10 years he
had become one of the greatest heroes of
his age. a renowned General, and had
made the name of Sheridan Imperishable

Soon after building the Mary the Brad-
fords built the Hassalo to run on the
Cascades and Dalles route. In the mean-
time li. R. Thjamp'on. L. W. Coe and oth-
ers but t a small boat at the upper cas-
cades, to be .taken to the uoper Columbia,
beyoryj CoItIo. rwben she was about ready
to start out on her first trip, by some
mistake her lines were cast off before she
had steam enough to stem the current of
tho Tl-- and she drifted over thf falls.
She received so little Injury that she was
taken to Portland, fitted up and sold to
go to Fraser River. The same parties
then built the Wright at Cell"b in 1R30.

She was the first steamboat that ever dis-
turbed the waters of the Columbia be-
yond Celllo. The Wrght made a bushel
of money for her owners.

The old steamer Belle, built by Captain
Dick Williams. S. G. Reed and others,
was the first boat to run regularly be-

tween Portland and the Cascades. In
those early days there were no settlers
east of the mountains, therefore nearly
all of the business on the
river was for tho Government, transport-
ing ldlers. guns, militarr supplies, etc.

between Portland and
The Da'les wno JW per ton bv nci-nir- .
mwt and passenger fare

'high. .., - . tbought a .quantity of
haraT SHn Francisco'' for the military
postal Frt Dalles. J3y the time It
reached Its destination it had. cost "Unde
Sun' $77 per ton. '

Ruckle & Olrostead built the steamer
Mountain Buck and put her on the route
between Portland and the Cascades, and
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soon after built the little steamer Wasco,to run between the Cascades and The
Da2cs. which, with their portage rpad.gave them a through Ime to The Dalles;
this was near 185S or lS6fc Their line, ofcourse, took away much of the business
from the portage road on the north sideof the river and the boats running in con-
nection with it.

Benjamin Stark.. S. G. Reed, R. Will-lam- s.
Hoyt and Wells, owned the steam-

ers Belie, Senorita and Multnomah, one
of which run from. Portland to Astoria;
the others, m connection with the Bred-for- d

road and their boats, from the Cas-
cades to The Dalles. O. Humason owned
tho portage road from Dalles City, aroundthe dalles of the Columbia to Celllo, 15
miles, a wagon road, using oxen and
mules, and great freight wagons to trans-port the freight and stages to carry pas-
sengers, until the portage railroad was
built in 1862.

Before the steamer Wright made herappearance on the river above' Cilq allfreight was transported on what was
called schooners, which were simply
schooner-rigge- d barges.

During the greater part of the year there
is a strong wind on that part of the river.

j wcicn onen enabled them to make good
urna. i saw one cr two of these crafts
as late as 1SS2. But they soon disappeared
when steamboats came, and, like all prim-
itive things, were pushed aside by the
hand of progress.

By 1S39 the transportation business had
greatly increased, and there being two
complete through lines between Portland
and the Dalles, produced strained rela-
tions between tho two opposing compa-
nies, and a rate war seemed imminent.
Several efforts had already been made to
combine all the different Interests under
one management hut all hod failed. At
length an arrangement was reached. The
portage roads at the Cascades, a3 the
steamboats, wharfboats and property be-
longing with them, were appraised each
at its cash value, the whole amounting to
$175,000. On the 29th day of December.
1863. articles of incorporation were signed
ana niea at Vancouver, Clark County,
weamngton Territory, incorporating

The Oregon Steam Navigation Co.,
shares, $500 each. There were 16 share-
holders, the largest being R, JR. Thomp-
son, with 120 shares; Ladd & Tllton, 80
shares; T. W. Lyles 76 shares; J. ICamm,
57 shares: J. C. Ainsworth, 40 shares; and
so on down, the smallest shareholder hav-
ing but three shares.

In October. 1SG2, the company filed new
articles of incorporation with the Secre-
tary of State, at Salem, and also with the
County Clerk of Multnomah County. Ore-
gon, with a capital stock of $2,000,000. rep-
resented by 23 shareholders, at 5500 a
share. Bradford & Co. were the largest
shareholders, having 75S shares; R. R.
Thompson, 672; Harrison O instead. 558;
Jacob Ramm, 354; and so on down, the
smallest shareholder having but eight
shares.

This combination put both portage roads
and the Gorge of tho Columbia Into the
hands of a corporation, giving it perfect
control of all transportation to and from
e.very point beyond the Cascades. Thus
owning .both portages and all the steam-
boats, it is needless to say that the Ore-
gon Steam Navigation Company "found It
unnecessary to consult any one as to
what prices they should charge. Such an
opportunity, with such unlimited power,
seldom ever falls into the hands of man.
It made them the absolute owners of
every do"ar's worth of freight and pass-
age, going up or down the great valley on
the second largest river in America. ,

In 1855 there were no settere living be-
yond the Deschutes River, but after
that date they began to spread out over
the country pretty fast. Previous to that
date, the Government had given trans-
portation companies nenry all the carry-
ing they had. But by 1860 the natural
growth of the country was making consid-
erable business. In 1S61 the discovery of
gold on Orofino awakened a new llfo In
the Valley of the Columbia. As If by
magic the tardy wheels of commerce were
unfettered, human thought and energy
unshackled and turned loose with deter-
mined purpose to meet the great emer-
gency and reap the golden harvest.

From Portland to "Powder River, Oro-
fino and Florence City" mines tho coun-
try resounded with the busy' whir of
trade. All the steamboats and portage
roads were taxed to their greatest capac-
ity. So great was tho demand for trans-
portation the Oregon Steam Navigation
Company had to build new steamboats
and Improve their roads at the Cascades.
The old portage wagon road at the Dalles
was entirely inadequate to do the immense
business, and the company was obliged to
build a railroad from Dalles City to Cc'i-l- o,

15 miles.
Bo enormous were the charges for

freight and passage. I am credibly In-

formed, that the steamer Okanogan paid
the entire cost of herself on hor first trip.
It makes my head swim now, as memory
carries me back to those wonderfully
rushing days, when the constant fall of
chinking coin Into tne coners oi uie com-

pany was a'most like the flow of a dash-
ing torrent. The Oregon Steam Naviga-

tion Company had become a mllllonalrc-makln- g

machine.
The price of freight from Portland to

The Dalles, about 100 miles, was 540 per
ton. from Dalles to CeJdo. 15 miles. 515

per ton; from DaVos to Wallula, 555 per
ton, nnd from Portland to Lewiston, 5120

per ton.
All freights, excepting solids, such as

lead, nails, etc., were estimated by meas-
urement; 40 cubic feet making a ton.

Passage from Portland to The Dalles
was 5S, and 75 cents extra for meals. From
Portland to Iwirton passage was 560.

and meals and beds were 51 each. Now
the price of freight between Portland and
The Dalles on farm products by boat. Is
only 51 DO per ton, for passage 51 50. and
25 cents for meals. By the railroad freight
on farm products between Portland and
The Dalles Is 51 CO per ton and passage
52 75: between Portland ana wanuia Dy

rail freight on farm products Is 53 30 per
ton. Dassare 5S 50. Between Portland and

I

Lewiston by rail freight on farm products
is 54 23 per ton. passage 514 CO. At tne
present time, freights are classified, some
classes being much higher than the prod-

ucts of the farm. Yet, notwithstanding
tho aetoundlng ;reductlon in rate, trans-
portation companies of today are thriving
and prosperous.

H. D. Sanborn, a merchant of Lewiston
In 1EG2. Informed me. that among a lot of
fre'ght consigned to him. was a c?se of
miners' shovels. The case measured one
ton, and contained 120 shove-la- . The freight,
5120 per ton, made the freight on each
shovel 51.

A merchant at Hood River said that
always before the railroad was built
freight from Portland to Hood River, 85

miles, on a dozen brooms, was 5- 3-

To better Illustrate this method of
measurement. I will have to relate an
anecdote:

When O. B. Gibson was in the employ-
ment of the company at The Dalles, he
went down to get the measurement of a
small mounted cannon that had to be
shipped for the Government. After meas
uring several ways and figuring up the.;, .., i m ,.Vv a......W .- - i... l.VJIU ,

that he attracted the attention of two
soldiers who were lying in the shade of a
pine tree near by. One of them finally
called out: "What's the trouble. Cap? "I
am trying to take the measurement of th's
blamed gun, but somhow I can't get It
right," said Gibson. "Oh. I'll show you!"
said the soldier. leading up a pair of har-
nessed mules that stood near and hitching
them to the gun. "Try it, now. Cap."
"Thanks; that makes It all right. I see
now why I could not get the correct meas-
urement."

In measuring a wagon or any piece of
rrelgnt, tne full length, helghta and thiefc- -

ness were taken and carried out Jull aire,
the largest way of the piece. To nuke
this method of measuring tonnage clearer,
I will give one more illustration. "O'd
Captain" T. W. Lyles, of San Francisco,
was a large stockholder in the comrany,
and frequently visited Portland to lcok
after his interests. Once while here he

T Inpoi n of thl;
I business bad been transacted. Captain
Lyles arose and said: "Mr. Chairman, I
move that Eph Day, a purser on one of
our boats, be discharged from the service
of this company." Now, Eph Day was
one of the fetrorlte pursers, and every-
body sprang p to know what was the
matter with Eph Day. After quiet "had
been restored Captain Lyles said: "I ee,
gentlemen, that Eph Day is purser on a
boat of only 150 ton register, yet I find
that he comes in at the end of every
trip with a report of having carried from
250 to 300 tons of freight, and, gentlemen,
ha substantiates his reports by bringing
in tho cash for those amounts of freight.
NOW. while I do not rlnlm tr w Trmri nf

ja BteamboatmsLD, yet I can see, gentle
men, tnat if we allow our boats to be
overladen in this manner and made to
carry twice as much as they were de-
signed to carry, they will soon be worn
out and we will have no boats,"

The meeting adjourned amidst roars or
laughter, and Eph Day kept his place and
still measured up big loads of freight. The
Florence City gold excitement of 12brought the O. S. N. Co. a flood of pros-perlt- y.

They could not possibly take all

F. A. CnEXO.WETH, WIIO BUILT THE
CASCADES OF

the business offered. At Portland the rush I

of freight to the docks of the company
was so great that drays and trucks had
to form, and stand in line to get their
turn in delivering their goods. Their lines
were kept unbroken day and night for
weeks and months. Shippers were obliged
to use the greatest vig lance and take
even advantage, to get their goods away.
Often a merchant would place a large
truck In line early In the morning, then
fill It by dray loads during the day. That
great rush continued for months'. A San
Francisco merchant established a otore in
Lewiston and shipped via Portland a largo
stock of goods, which arrived in Portland
in the Spring, out they did not reach Lew-
iston until late in the Summer, because
he had no .one here to get them in line
to take their turn. So, notwithstanding
the enormous price of freight and passage,
it was Imponsble for them to meet the
demand. So great was the increase of
biut'ness on tho Columbia and so attrac-
tive the high rates received that it tempt-
ed the People's Transportation Company,
of Salem, to put on an opposition line to
compete for a part of the glittering prize.
But they soon learned what they should
have known In the beginning, that it was
Impossible for any one to compete with a
company who held the valley of the Co-
lumbia by the throat, and had undisputed
possession of the portage roads. So they
were and the

with the
cut of a

test, soon i the
the was ree and

bond- - ' that w'11 greed
the HoUuday & the ht

ship line. Mr. had been associated
with Gould in some railroad
and had acquired a snug During
his visits to Oregon, his business
eye saw the great value and importance

the property the Oregon Steam Navi-
gation and he made up his
to the valuable prize if possible.

Some time In the fall 1S79, the press
telegrams the Portland morning papers
announced In the most plausible and

way that Jay Gould, who was
then in the zenith his financial glory,
was preparing to extend his railroad sys-
tem west, the navigable waters of the
Columbia, and was going to put a line
of steamboato on that river to
conjunction his road It could
bo extended the seaboard. Those tele-
grams so reasonable and I

that many that Mr.
.. ?. '? " ..Iw-- "" - 'v"L"r'J"u ?talk produced by them died out, it

was announced that the Steam
Navigation Company had sold its entire
property, with all its and appur-
tenances, to Whether Mr.
Villard had any hand in up the
Gould scare I know not, nor do I
know whether It bad any influence in
causing the company to make sale.
But a prominent physician this city

I

Informed me that the sale was con-- ,

summated. the papers all and it
had the Gould story was all

, ,lhSw'JEe
ne M? ? ? inSTX.2S?? ffor days. might
been mistaken, but he believed It him-
self., as he wan a man who never told
anjthlng he did not to be true.

valuable was sold for
a small sum for property posses-

sing such wonderful advantages, that
was then 15 per net on the
purchase price, with the most flatter'ng
prospect of a rapid and constant

For the year November 50. 1879,
which was the lost year the S. N. Co.

J aTW, J ,,, ..
income of the was
wn le tne expense, repairs, etc.. amounted

5S50.000, leaving profit At
that rato It would about six and a ha'fyears make enough to pay the purchase
price.

They about 000 more than
the jh?iiI rt rf tVft YTrrrT wVy nrr
000 put in when the company first j

organized in I860 was about all the cash
ever put up. That small sum was the

nest egg from which so many
and millionaires hatched.

It may be Interesting to that
. for many years after the organization, of

the O. S. N. Co. they paW no attention to
or had any boats on the river
Portland and Astoria, considering it of
little importance as to be unworthy their
attention. Not until the salmon-packi- ng

business had reached, considerable magnl- -
tudc did they give it any notice. In liG
ine company round the route had
ESS to !!!????"!' ? -they had to do was to notify

running boats on that route that
they wanted possession, and that the
company would buy their boats if the price
suited. Of course, the price offered suit-
ed, because no one would be foolish enough
to oppose the O. S. N. Co. The Oregon
Railway & Navigation Company grew out
of the O. S. N. Co., continuing its busi-
ness, and almost immediately began the
construction ot a up the Columbia
from Portland That company was con-
trolled by men in touch with the
business world in the older and at
once adopted a broader and mora
course, .fully understanding that the rapid
development and settlement of the country
would advance their and Increase
their business. They soon the
rate of transportation, the farmer
bitter compensation for his labor and en-
couraging him to produce more. That

e" policy which In-
augurated at once gave a new stimulus to
the whole country.

Unquestionably the O. S. N. Co. had held
check, and kept back the of the

country cost of the Cascade Mountains for
years, though perhaps unintentional on its
partt It had so long been accustomed to

PORTAGE ROAD AT THE
THE COLUMBIA.

receive such exceedingly liberal compensa
tion lor Its that I have no doubt

believed farm products could not be
to Portland at rates that would

leave anything for the Captain
James W. who commanded one of
the boats on the upper river, said to me
that he had so many applications to bring
wheat to Portland, which he had no au-
thority do, that ho went the
president of the company and asked for
permission to do so, he was Informed
that it was Impossible; that wheat was
not worth Its transportation. The next
season the fairly him to
carry their wheat to market, and he mado
another appeal. That time the company
yielded, and President J. C. Ainsworth
said: "Well, Captain Troup, you may try
It; do the best you can." Wheat has been
pouring down the Columbia ever since,
and the Inland Empire one vast wheat
field.

The career of the Oregon Steam Naviga-
tion Company was a great success. It
would have been almost impossible, even
under bad management, for it to have
been anything else. Its beginning was
small, but, aided by the peculiar advan
tages It possessed, and the of the
country, it soon grew into one of the
greatest money-makin- g concerns in Amer-
ica.

After years of solicitation and

is almost as Important that a canal be
constructed tho dalles the river, and
so give one of the best wheat-growin- g

districts of the earth an open to
the markets the world. It has become
almost one the established of
the Government to free the channels of
our great rivers all impediments to nav-
igation. In no other way can such valu-
able and general be rendered to
the people.

It is not my desire to criticise or
the management Oregon's first great
corporation, which was so intimately con-
nected with the early history, commerce,

and of our own state.
Perhaps any other set of men would have
done the same thing, under clrcum-.rtance- s.

Nevertheless It Is certainly a
great misfortune to any neoole to be' so
absolutely within the power any man
or set of men es were." the of the
Columbia Valley. It was too great a
power to be entrusted to the need of men.

In reviving the career of this most inter-
esting corporation, one can but view with

and amazement the ease and rapid-
ity with which fortunes were
made. And I can but regret, on their
Own account, that not one of that

has left any little token of good-wi- ll

or any memento of kindness to the place
or people where they were so soeelallv

by fortune, and so liberally pat- -
wi. K.. i 1 i n , .,

""n Jw , , ,
y

L ?hfS F32.Jnero and truck
Indirectly carted of dollars

,nto thelr Pockets-coul-
d have their

thlrsU that wou,d "' somewhat served
n , .. ,h

them. But they seemed to prefer be
remcmDerea omy as or a cor-
poration that took every possible advan-
tage of one of the most "extraordinary

that ever fell Into the hands
men to amass fortunes for themselves.

P. W. GILLETTE.

A Dreary ThoronRhfare.
Indianapolis News.

Of all roads few have such deso-
late surroundings as that leading from
Jerusalem. The road winds among rocky
hHls which for miles seem destitute of
every living thing save occasional flocks
of long black-haire- d goats and sheep, ap-
parently pebbles and attended by
a youthful shepherd. The tcep
aro dotted with numerous holes and caves
cut the rock.

Money With "Wings. Tenderfoot Is It a fact
that miners are un&bta to keep the money they
make! Miner Sure thing! If they make too
mH It t tftA wWlttif tfe - a

rtiti States Senate-Detr- oit

only too glad to withdraw, be j th Government of United States
Willamette River. Rates San what It should have done years before,

were down some during the short con- - I the construction canal around the
but were restored. Some time tells of Columbia, which, has opened

In '70s. Villard aent to a channel to trade commerce
Oregon In the of unloose the hand of
holders to Railroad Steam- - I from throat of Columbia River. It
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RUSSIA'S ARCTIC HARBOR

SHE BUILDS A TOWX AKD THEJT
FKS'DS POPULATION FOR IT.

Warm Atlantic Waters Keep It Free
From Ice, Thonga 175 Miles Xorth

of the Arct lc Circle.

A dispatch from St. Petersburg the
other day said that the Grand Duke Vlad-
imir was about to open formally Russia'snew naval and Ice-fr- ee port of Catherine
Harbor in the far North, says the New
Tork Sun. Some of the Russian news-
papers. It added, were exulting over theprospect of "Russia's war flag being
again hoisted on the Polar seas." Thebuilding of this port on the north or
Murman coast of the Kold Peninsula,
1.3 miles north of the Arctic Circle, is no
ordinary event. Any one who hears thestory will be reminded of the time whenPeter the Great was accustomed to or-
der the building of towns and cities in
the waste places of Russia, Thereupon
the towns and cities were certain to riseon the sites he had designated. In the
same way a town and harbor works have
been started in these days and carried to
completion near the shores of the Arctic
Ocean. They were built bv imoerlal com
mand. The town was reared first and in-
habitants were found for It later. Not a
building stood there at the time the sitewas selected or when the edict went forth
to rear the town, build the wharves and
supply the place with everything needed
to make a conventional harbor. Tho pro-
ject had its enemies, but today all Rus-
sia Is rejoicing over the successful carry-
ing out of the grand Idea; and in a part
of the world where the Winter night is
two months long and the sun hanrit sn
low In Summer as to impart more of light
than warmth to the flat tundras that
stretch inland from the barren coast, a
most substantial town now stands with
docks, coal depots, a trolley street-ca- r
line, electric lights in buildings and
streets and fresh water piped from a
mountain lake.

There are several reasons why this work
has been carried out. It is the result,
first, of the national aspiration to become
more nowerful on the sea. No other of
the greater nations Is so weak as Rus-
sia is in available sea front. This factcripples her commerce, for the wholepeople believe the report of the govern-
ment commission which declared last year
that the country was losing millions of
dollars annually through not having a
sufficient commercial fleet of its own, and
then in Europe Russia Is hemmed m by
powerful neighbors of great maritime de-
velopment. Her navy and merchant ships
cannot get out of the Black Sea with-
out passing through foreign waters.
Neither could they emerge from the Bal-
tic In time of war with Germany with-
out being confronted by hostile vessels
in their own home waters. The desire to
have more sea facilities accounts in part
for the eagerness with which Vladivo-
stok was made a large naval station, andfor the recent spending of 51,500.000 to
make a practicable harbor at Alexan-drovsk- l,

far north of Vladlvostock, oppo-
site the Island of Sachalln. for the use of
Russian squadrons. But the great Incon-
venience of a lack of ports is felt In Eu-
ropean, not In Asiatic Russia, and It was
In quest of a good port on her northwestcoast, emerging from which her shipsmight be on the great ocean, that hersurveyors went to the Murman coast in
1S93 and began the surveys and explora-
tions that are going to result In the large
development of that region. The word
Murman is a corruption of the name Nor-
man.

Two other reasons, however, were fully
as important as the naval reason for be-
ginning this development. One was thecertainty that If a good harbor were foundIt would be an open Winter port, free
from ice. The eastern trend of warm
surface waters from the Atlantic brings
them to this Murman coast, and there.In the Arctic regions, in open water theyear round. The other reason Is thatwith this Gulf stream drift, or whatever
It may be called, come In spawning time
Immense shoals of flsh. The fisheries here
have been pursued for many years in
the crudest manner by a few thousand
Russians and Norwegians. Cod and her-
ring are there in enermous numbers, and
it Is believed that one of the greatest
fisheries In the world may be developed
in tnose waters. These facts were fairly
well known In the time of Peter the
Great, but he and his successors had too
much to do developing their home terri-
tory and spreading their empire to the
east to carry their work north of the
Arctic Circle.

But the time to do something for thefar North arrived, and on January 25,
1897. the North commlslon was
appointed and set out for the northern
coast with a considerable number of geo-
graphers, engineers, surveyors and
tradespeople In Its train. It had been
preceded by a surveying party four years
earlier. A large programme of workwas assigned to the commission, and the
commission has been busy ever since.The government has given it all the as-
sistance needed in the way of steamers
and large appropriations, and a great
deal has been accomplished, though much
still remains to be done. The commission
13 expected to promote the Interests ofnavigation by establishing ports, light-
houses, warning1 signals and
stations; to establish fishery schools andexperiment stations, stores for the sale
of provisions. Implements and everything
required by sailor or fisher folk; to give
aid to the shipwrecked and assistance
to the families of unfortunate followers
or the sea; to study and Improve the con-
ditions of living In the far North; to de-
velop navigation on the Pechora, see whatmay be made of Novaya Zemlla, estab-
lish with the aid of Icebreakers regular
communications between the mouths of
the Obi and Tenlsei Rivers and the west-
ern ocean, study the best means of com-
munication between th'e coast and Inner
Russia, encourage the rearing of rein-
deer in North Russia, guard the terri-
torial fishing rights within the three-mil- e
limit, and do many other things to de-
velop the Murman coast and its fisheries
and the great northern governments of'
Arcnangeisk and Olonez. It will takeyears to carry out this ambitious scheme
of development, though the vast amountor work already done Is very surpris-
ing. North Russia is very rich in two
resources, and the purpose Is to fully de-
velop them. These are the fisheries ot
the White Sea, and more especially of the
Murman coast, and the vast forests, large-
ly of pines, that stretch away, south of
the tree line, clear across the two North-
ern governments, equaling In size and
value most of the great forest regions of
the world. The Intention here is to de-
scribe the development already achieved
along the Murman coast, and particularly
the founding of Catherine Harbor, named
after Empress Catherine II.

The site of Catherine Harbor is in the
narrow, flord-li- ke Bay of Kola. Before
establishing the first harbor on the Mur-
man coast a number of places that ap-
peared favorably were studied by the
first surveying party In respect of their
position, depth, area protection against
wind and waves, etc, and the site finally
selected for the first harbor bore off the
palm In most rerpects. South of it, on
the same Inlet, was the fishing town of
Kola. 40 miles from the sea. and a badly
situated fishing port on account of the
limited water room, sandbanks and the
ice that makes it unattainable for some
months in Winter. No steamers of any
size could reach It. So the scheme was
suggested of wiping out Kola.

The Russian Government decided hi
1S37, the year it sent the North commis-
sion to the coast, to take things Into Its
own hands In the grand style familiar
to those acquainted with Russian history.
Three things are needed to make a mod-
ern port, namely, shipping, good accom-
modations for shipping and seafaring
people, and population. The Russian
navy and the Kola fishermen could sup-
ply the shipping, the Government could
provide all the accommodations, includ-
ing dwellings for the pioneer settlers, and
every human being in Kola could be
moved down to the new port to figure as 1

Inhabitants. This Is exactly what has
been done, and scarcely any other gov-
ernment would do It. The result, thus
far, is a great success, and Catherine
Harbor takes its place among the ports
of the world with mucb promise of use-
fulness and amid the enthusiastic plau-
dits of all Russia.

After the authorities at St. Petersburg
1 had commanded the building of the port.

a large sum or money was transmitted
to the Governor of Archangelsk, of whose
province the Kola Peninsula is a part,
a"d the work of constructing the build-ni- gs

for the new port began at his capital.
Archangel, which Is on the south shore
of the White Sea, some 400. miles south-
east of Catherine Harborv The Winter
c.lmate of most of the Murman Coast la
far milder than large pans of Russia
1000 miles further south. The mn Win-
ter temperature of Catherine Harbor Is
much higher than that of St. Petersburg.
The port of the great capital and that
of Archangel are closed by Ice for eev-er- al

months, while that of Cathor'r.e Har-
bor is ice-fre- e. Still, every stick of tim-
ber used In building the new town had
been Imported, and a large part of the
buildings were constructed at Archangel
and transported In sections to Catherine
Harbor. No timber grows on the Mur-
man Coast, and though there Is excel-
lent timber near the south shores .f the
peninsula. It was less trouble to take
tho lumber sawn In Archangel and con-
struct the buildings there. Grarite quar
ried near the site of the town was tho
material used for some of the large
buildings near the bay, but all the other
houses are of wood with granite founda-
tions. All the material used !n building
operations, except granite, wa? brought
from Archangel or St. Petersburg. In
the Summer of 1897 some of the docks
and stone buildings near the shore were
completed, and also IS large wcoden
houses In which to shelter th working
force. In the following year about 150
cottages were erected, nnd the Usher folk
of Kola, with all their belong-ngs- , were
moved down to their new homes.

Since then Improvements ani enlarge-
ments have been going steadUv fcrward.
Among the public buildings ars the Gov-
ernment House, a common eioo1, a fish-
eries school, a biological establishment,
telegraph office and District Court. All
the fresh water Is piped from Lake

in the rear of the town, and the
main pipe line from the lake, to the larg-
est dock In the harbor Is about six miles
in length. This lake supplies al the ves-
sels In the harbor with their water
stores, and also feeds a large bathing
establishment, where the populace may
enjoy the luxury of warm baths at gov-
ernment expense. Electric power was
obtained by utilizing a number of water-
falls In the streams that carry the out-
flow of little lakes to the bay, and tho
necessary plant was so spe-Jll- y prc-cur-

and put In operation that
illumined the two months' night

during the Winter of 1857-9- 8. Tc Insure
the best health conditions for the town,
the tundra back of Its was drained by
running through It about two miles of
ditches. The harbor was connected with
the city by means of a street-ca- r route,
horses at first supplying the motive
power, but at last accounts the trolley
system had been Introduced. Over 1500
cubic meters of blasting In granite was
required during the building of the road,
and at the same time a wagon road was
built from the harbor to the town.

The technical superintendence of tho
whole work has been In the hands of a
Norwegian engineer, with several assist
ants, and on an average 200 Russian and
70 Norwegian workmen have been em-
ployed In addition to the men sent from
Archangel to erect the buildings. The
work has not paused for the polar n'ght.
but has gone on during the two months
of Winter darkness, which Is largely dis-
pelled at this Arctic port by the brilliant
illumination that electricity gives. It
must be remembered that this is a set-
tlement on the remote edge of clvillza-lo- n,

and It has not t in necessary or pos-
sible as yet to do things on a large scale.
The public buildings, the harbor im-
provements, the docks and warehouses
are all on a small scale, and, though
substantially are very economically
built. Of course, all the labor employed
was procured at the rock-botto- m prices
prevalent In Russia. The total sum ex-
pended up to February. 1898, was a little
less than $300,000, and It la doubtful If
up to this Summer, when the formal
opening of the port Is to occur, much
more than 51.000,000 will have been ex-
pended. Not a dollar has been spent on
the harbor Itself, for It Is not deficient
In any natural requirement.

This Is the port which Is to be kept In
constant communication with the mouths
of the Tenesel and Oby Rivers in the
Summer season by the use of

The Sun has already told of the
two veasela on the Marakov model that
have gone north this season to clear this
track for merchant marine in the Arctic
Ocsan. The home station of the famous

Termak Is to be Catherine
Hartor. Plans are now on foot for a
drydock particularly adapted for the use
of the navy.

The great advantages of the harbor
as a naval port are that it is Ice-fre-e, and
that warships sailing out of It Into the
open ocean may in seven or eight day3
appear In the North Sea through the en-

trance to It between Norway and Scot-
land, two-thir- as wide as the sea itself.
In time of war, therefore, a Russian fleet
stationed at Catherine Harbor will be a
direct menace to any hostile power hav-
ing a sea front on the North Atlant'c
or the North Sea. while with her fleet
centered In the Baltic, Russia would run
great risk of having her naval power
cdoped up In that inland sea. becausea
Its passages to the ocean are narrow and
might easily be blocked.

Russia also proposes to be In close
touch with her new port by rail. This
road will be about S00 miles long, its
building Is assured, the work will be
started this year, and It Is expected
that within three or four years trains
will be running between the termini.
This railroad, with the others that have
been completed or are building to Arch-
angel, will finally put the rest of the
Czar3 European empire In full touch
with the vast and hitherto sadly neg-
lected northern governments. Little
more than the most interesting and novel
feature of an enormous undertaking has
here been described. We see Russia to-

day in the midst of an Immense enter-
prise, which she Is carrying on In behalf
of her polar lands. Boundless energy
and courage Inspire her work, and they
are born of the firm conviction that her
polar coasts and lands have great advan-
tages which may be turned to large prac-
tical usefulness. Intelligent Russians are
Intensely Interested In the progress and
development of these schemes with which
a considerable number of official reports
and a good deal of newspaper correspond-
ence have kept them conversant. The
great movement has hardly attracted the
attention It deserves In other countries.
The best statement yet published out-
side of Russia concerning all the as-

pects of the Russian north and the Mur-
man Coast and the work of development
now In progress appears In "Petermann's
MIttellungen," from the pen of Captain
Immanuel. Some of the facts here given
are from his article, and others have
been collected elsewhere. These facts are
based upon data on the maps that illus-
trate his monograph.

A Tear Behind.
Indianapolis Press.

A missionary at one of these
stations, where malt pnmwi in him

but once a year, says he subscribes for
a daily newsnaoer. and has all the num
bers sent him at once. He arranges them
in consecutive oracr, and every morning
arter Dreakrast. on the right day of the
month, reads his Daner that Is luit nno
year old. "In this way I get my news
consecuxiveiy, ne says, "and enjoy a
mornlnsr naner nil Ihrotich T7lnt.
for T do not a!lnw mvwlf tn vwi. aVi&arl
,-- .. ,"".. 7 -- - . .iou cannot imagine wnat company it
ana how cmiized I feel." 'A

STILL MORE CREAMERIES

THE SUCCESS OF THOSE IX OPERA-
TION ENCOURAGE OTHEOS.

Batter and Cbee.-e-Maltln-j-r "Will Sooa.
Become a Prominent In das try

la Oregon.

New creamery enterprises now in courso
of contemplation Include the establishmenta skimming station at Woodbum, by
the Columbia Creamery Company, of Port
land, which .t le expected will be ready
to receive milk for skimming about June
20; the location of a creamery at Slrverton
in the near future, parries having- beenengaged in endeavoring to get one startedthere for some time, and tne interest be-
ing manifested by the citizens of Leba-
non, who have already held several cream-ery meetings, will no doubt result in tho
estabUahment of a plant at that ponrt.

Attention is directed to the" fact that theabove report deals with the advance-ment in the dairying tndvstry In but two
counties of the Willamette Valley those
of Marion and Linn where it has made .
rapd strides. Xo less energy and enter-
prise is being displayed in otiher sectionsof the Valley. The creamery at Corvalliswas recently leased by Mr. J. C. Kauplsch,
of Portland, who is fast building up a
large patronage in that community. Mr.
Eldridge, of Newberg. is awaiting thecomplet'on of a building now under course
of construction at Independence befcM
opening up a plant at that po!n, where
the milk supply from 250 cows has been,
guaranteed. The people of Sheridan havecompleted arrangements for the location
of a cheese factory there.

There aro seven creameries In operation
In Washington County, turning out some-
thing like 40.000 pounds of butter per
month. Newberg has a creamery. North
Yamhill a cheese factory, and the citizen
of Gaston are negotiating for a creamery
plant.

In Clackamas County there Is a cheese
factory at Logan, receivir-- 150 pounds of
milk dally, producing an average of 210
pounds of cheese per day.

This marvelous growth In the dairying
Industry has occurred since the efforts ofthe traffic department of the Southern
Pacific wero put forth in a movement to
Interest tho farmers in the profits and ad-
vantages to be derived from the establish-
ment of creameries and diversified farm-
ing. One of the first steps in the move-
ment was the publication in The Ore-gonl-

of March 8 last of a statement from
the Albany creamery for
1S99, showing tho profits of the business,
which was compiled at the direction of
General Freight and Passenger Agent
Markham. It contained a comp'ete review
of the Albany industry, favorably com-
pared with the results obtained by cream-
eries of Freeborn County, Mlnr-.- . the
model creamery county of the United
States. Several thousand copies were
afterwards issued by the secretary of
the Travelers' Protective Association and
mailed to each member, accompanied by
a circular letter requesting them to give
as much nublleltv to the nritfpr nja twktiI- -
ble by talking it up in their travels
inrougnout the state. Ccp'es of the ar-
ticle wero also struck off and used In
lares numbers hv mntnrnmn in ilia
work of securing patronage from farm
ers in communities where they were about
to locate. TfcTnnv ntihfr footo-- hnva itn--
trlbuted largely to the very excellent re-
sults accomplished. The press all over
the state Joined in giving publicity to the
Industry, keeping It constantly before the
people, and a number of meetings were
held at various places under the auspices
of the Oregon Agricultural College experi-
ment station and the traffic department of
the Southern Pac'fic Company. Such meet-
ings have been productive of splendid

and will be continued from time to
time, it being confidently expected that aa
tho Willamette Valley Is
a dairying country the time is not far
dtatnnt when practically every farmer will
be within easv reach ot a creamery,
skimming station or cheese factory. "

The Cost of Investigations.
Indianapolis Press.

The Paris Peace Commission cost the
Government 5155,102 57. The Philippine
Commission cost 5136,420 57. The investi-
gation of the conduct of the war by the
commission of which General Grenville
M. Dodge was President cost 5105444 54.
The work of the secret service during the
war cost 518,862 96. The investigation of
conditions In Cuba and Porto Rico by
Robert P. Porter and Gonzalo G. Quesada,
which resulted In the dissolution of the
Insurgent army, cost 513,273 35. The in-
vestigation into affairs of Porto Rico cot
512.637 57.
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INSURES LOVE AND A HAPFY HOME

FOR ALL

How any man may quickly cure himself after
years of suffering from 'sexual weakness, lost
vitality, night loises." varicocele, etc. and

small weak organs to full size and vizor.

L. W. KNAPP. M. D.

Simply send your name and address to Dr. L.
W. Knapp. 2351 Hull Bldff.. Mich.,
and he will gladly send the free receipt with
full directions so that any man may easily cur
himself at home. This Is certainly a most gen-
erous offer, and the following extracts taken
from his dally mall show what men think. o
his generosity:

"Dear Sir: Please accept my sincere thanks
for ours of recent date I have given your
treatment a. thorough test, and the benefit haj
been extraordinary. It has completely braced
me up. I am just as vigorous as when a. boy,
and you cannot reallrs how happy I am."

"Dear Sir: Your method worked beautifully.
Results are exactly what I needed. Strength
and visor have completely returned and en-
largement is entirely satisfactory."

"Dear Sir: Tours was received, and I had no
trouble in making use of the receipt as directed,
and can truthfully say It Is a boon to weak
men. I am greatly Improved In size, strength
and vigor."

All correspondence Is strictly confidential,
mailed In plain ealed envelope. The receipt 15

free for the asking, and he wants every man
to have it.

k CHICHESTER'S ENGLISH

'ENHYnl
OlifftnMl fttli U,1t ftnti!t.?tim L Jlewt Dmitlitt v.nn;nriiSlfS .KJNUL43U

la ItED an 1 Gold metallic torn, nleiHh bice ribbon. Take no other. BtftuoJ9erou Snbtltntlon on J imita-
tion. Bay of yoar DTifttit. or rat 4e. la
nam (or Particular, TeatlnoalaUf Ml "RelleX for Lad lea." n Utter, bj to.tarn Mall. 10.AOA TestfrmAnlil,- - HtUkr

all Drnrtat- - ... n.lM1 n
Jfcauoa till par. HadlMat Sa.arc P&UJL. iZ


