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overbonrd. he saunt to Bl room and !
mrﬂlor-t.

pared for action. This was bafore me-
tailic cartridges had come into grneral use,
The revolver was a pleateous and uscful
article, but few, except the old-fashloned
percussion cap Colt palent were ured.
Wesner owned a patr of the latest make,
metallic cartridge, callber .35, and couia
shoot with lightning-like rapiity, and a
precision. perfectly wonderful

On one of these he had fled the dog =
that hagling back the hammer revoived
the chamber. but the dog &d pot catch the
trigger. 'With his thumb on the hammer
he could empty every chamber In 10 sec-
onda, and put esch bullet lnto a foot circle
at M yarde. It was before hip-pocket
days, byt his gun was At hia walstband,
not in.a case or pockeét to foul and give
his opponent the firet shot, but tied with 2
string that a quick jerk would break.

Synopein of Preceding Chaptess. | he arrived at Calro, he was obliged to)
(Copyright. 1960, by F. A Cummings) | takie his bed and send for a surgeon, who
Five ywars befure the outbreak of the Civfl | took hall & dogen stitches in the cul, and
War, love of adveniure, hatred of slavery and | warned bhim that If he wished to avoud |
the desire (0 help my Iriend Gesrge Wesner, | erymipelas he must le still for at least |
led me. Charles Bralley, 8 cvil engineer. of | one week. This Grezg ostenaibly accept-
Attaikapas Coynty, Loulsiana, o ln-r:urr'm 88 | o4 an good advice, but he had his plans,
agent of the undergrousd rallrcad.  Wesher | ogih wore to haunt that station the next
hed been nursed through the smalipox by & day and track the wagon. The next norn-
young aisve, Lacy, belonging to the Coverey Ing he W ’ ragl fever
plantation. He discovesed facts which proved ‘, & in A raging .
that Liusey was white and of good family. A Wesner had contemplated starting im-
peeret love mateh foliowed which progressed Mediately with Lucy for Charleston, but

well mrill Coverles propessd o sell Lucy to  Lhe anxiety and excitement of the last few
Bis son, and refdsed 2o sell ber Lo snyone oine, | dayvs had complstely prostrated her, and
Wesner bhocame desperste | apreed to help | It was near midnight when they drove oul

Rim steal Locy, und wenmt to New York 0 af- | of Cramwell's yard, She was then quite

maage with the anti-slovery soclety for the wenk.

care of mny slave we could bring Nevth. We | ayraus 10 o'clock next moming, as Plerce
I arranged our end of the endergrocnd milwad. | wo Jounging near the hotel, a gentieman,

RPN RN ”:, e | aecompanied by an elderly lady, drove up

:r"h:: r::-.: :;T:-:':. ‘::sl-‘r-"r‘:rl\‘;‘l-‘ ‘:-‘m- o avold | 10 the station. As they bore no resem-

suspicion. Wesner mikes the Brat venture, and | Dlance to the persons whom he expected.
North with 10 of Coverter's slaves, in- | he burely noticed them. The gentieman
,‘ - Wes- | accompanied the lady Into the wajting-
ner delivers the ¢ wnts i New | room, returned to the platform, and, tak-
York, and plsces Lucy In schosl at Andover. | ing his tobaces and paper from his pociket,
1 take charze of the meeond rall Disgulsed 88 | commenced to mil a clgarette. Plapoe
8 peddicr, 1 ses and arrange with some of e | caw him, One giance was enough, “Heav-
Rayncond negroes Cor their escape. Dave, IW=lr | oo ji's Wesner. “Bure, it Is Wesner.'

Ly

lemid=r, ;z._n--- 71 slaves Llogmhk and after | o walked over to the platform: the
g.:n'” I'rrr S ALY BT et =l cigaretts was rolled and between his lpe
s 4 prrizsaeig “No, It cannot be.™

ton. Dur total p . pargy are 0 SN -

In the following Sprin xn & third vear He stured him full in the face.

ture. and the Lanmap plantation is our frst Just then the lady stepped to the doeor.

ohjective. We collict ancthes jot at ibe vea- | “Alr, Plerce, I believe.” Flerce know (he
dezvous, and Wesner tukes them north to Calre | Voilce.
over the old rpute Lucy 8 oo by a “This is Mr. Wesner, Mr. Plerce."”
Southerner 1 Massachusetin, and iy betrayed "“Good God!" cried Plerce. “Let’'s get
Meantime Pieree, & friend of Wesnot's, hoirs | aut of sight of people. This beatr me."
of the warrant for Lucy's arvest, amd he siarts W ennir smiled
out to ware ber. Pleres and Lucy are over “Well, Lucy.” sald he, I think you could
taken, and the Shenifl, Gregg. siarid back 10| o, o5 New Orleans now with perfect safety.
Lowlslama with Lucy by traln  Pleroe telo- | o Grogy would not recognize you In
graphs the agent st Calm.  Wesner s Vhnte, that Fig. 30 you Will rin Do ¥isk M retisrs-
and. aMed by the Cromwelle, he boands the | & . ¥ : -1
traln nt & station a few miles narth, and res- lnfli‘:tA:\\T\:t(;-'ﬂl st Keep that Hig oOT"
S omey. sald Plerce.
- =l D e “U'ntl] you get her to Waldbridge's place
CHAPTER "‘M‘__""m“m'h And, above all, don't let this affalr be
The deed was done—Coverly's Lucy Was| o, 0pn ouimide of that house, if possible.
aguin a free woman, The road was smooth ~But the station agent?" X
the horses [re and the day D"l:-‘ilf:-‘( Wil never dare toll for his life. His
The Cromwel 1.\\.‘_\1 grinne \'I. through the nelghbors would hang him. He need Rot
coloring on their faces, and iooked Mke | o0 CV0 ol regcued, unless he sees Nt
verituble darkics This make-up was of in the papers, and then he will not Know
no careliss character, for their shouldera, wrho It wan I would fiks to bettle Min
tieck und faces w ained perlectly. though.™
l.unl,' gl.]b- rience bad them adepls "“'r!é." sald Plerce, “T will”
. and Lu TP !h"'—:_ﬁ And 10 years after he 4id whip him near.
! — 1> 1o desth, and then told him who he was.
Lucy and Plerce arrived at the Wal
bridgs houss without further troubis
Thence she returned to Andover.

LareR: | Wesner, still in disgulse, went to Chi
e [;: eapn, and made his debut there as George
" mm’. Wesner, cazae back to Calro, andl in a few

days ook = steamer for New Orleans.
CHAPTER XXVI.

The steamer AuTora was an old-fash-
sald Hi- | loneld, stern-wheel steambdoat, the wheel
modeled after (he plan of an overshot
mill wheel, and of immense clircumfer-
enow. She was one of the fastest stern-

1 1.- re with n pos rom Cairo,
sl sheckl are as hard as
Wre onFE
w lock-staple,

e lock-staple was Lr

tk of it ekies were | Wheelers apon the river, & light draft
X boat, built for the Pittsburg trade and
. » houts they wers at © the canal at Loulsville. The lower deck

rontalned the engine and boliers.
Abaft the boilers was a tier
of bunlis for the deck passengers and
negro slaves In transit. These were on

¢ were laken off, the
washed from the

the old farm-

dwelling
tee. ax be in. | the port side, which was further orna-
o '-',..H" ston | Mentad by A rulnous old cook stove, up-
i ale -ﬂl on which the unforiunate passengers wers
laiter a

wont to fry thelr bdcon and bake the
everiasting combread of the South. For-
wanl of the boilerw was a place devoted
to the storage of wood, the balance of
the deck, together with the hold, was
glven over to freight. Above this mass
of timber. dirt and machinery, was
reared the saloon, where dwelt the cabin
paz=ngers and the officers of the boat
Ahove this was the pliot houss, the
whole structure belng at least 3 fest
from the water, and in bomts of larger
dimenslons even 3 fesl, Here was also
ned the helmsman, conmtantly alert
to atch the shifting channels of the
Mirsisaipppl.

ny) The reader will remember that these
iround Chareston all that | were the haloyom days of the Bouthwest.
) o ool samewhnt Impateat | The three great rivers, the Missinsippl,

T ‘*1- sur-

f as lwo tralns passdd | Missouri and Ohlo, poured forth the pro-
and no news. durts of immense teeritory, while the
AR there were no others until pext morn- | Hed River and Arkansns and scores of
ing. be had o recourse bt o stend the | lesser streams bore upon thelr yellow
nlglit ul Cherbeston, and aleep If e coud, | waters countless steamers laden wit
Next pnorelre coton, sugar and other rich products of
jng that he the Lower Misstextippl
Scares of unwisldy “broad horms" tied

Weener, Not
he o :

up at the levees, and the shrisk of the

onty

was fiying B } ih steam whistle and howling musie of the
people nor gossip, listen nvatled r.--'hA caliiope resounded through the streets
g and along the river front of busy New
CHAPTER XXV Orieans. Slave property was buoyant,

and 1-nigger planter was an every

2 - av curled ) it th cnr »0
Gregg lay curl l g = ‘n‘ Booy day oocurrence. This was way back in
the “Gdc We shall never see  the like
agiin Many Is the silent tear shed by
thise who were thers, for “'the days be-
fore the war.™

In thess days the earth had no resting
place for the poker-playing gambiler
rqqual 10 the Missiesippl steamer. On
these boats he made his hoeme and the
consiant stream  of travel furnished
plenty of aomopbisticated wvictims, with
more money than wit, from whom he
auld Ustrip the cuticle™ and W was
p=uilly thoroughly done. Upon this trip
the Aurora appearcd to bave outdons
Herself, Wesner sauntered about the
hoat, bt saw no man whose face he
revognized or whose acqualntance he
rould claim Among the deck passen-
Fers wur a guant looking individual, who
attrante! Wesnet's attention and excited

DRSS TR T
lown h
suRY

{3

was Do figh

$I¢ DOt VETy BT hi= aympathy. Fever and ague were writ-
¥ frightencd, and foar bad com- | ten upon every lineament of his sallow
paralyasd hi features and swhono in hiz hollow eves
TANE sen ;;; tuck A poaT, (l-dressed. haggard. queruious.

v =haut

lsoking woman sccompanied him. Gath-
éred about them were thelr family, three
bigg deethounds. Thealr household utensils
and  furniture-<three  deerskin-bottomed
ales, wash basin, frying pan and ket-
tle, were piled bheside them A couple of
eray blankets accupled one of the bunks,
and the man's rifie. powder and tobacco

W

¥ et
now but was
dnctor, wi

"--I'Jh n

ahe was pouch lay om them. Hi= hunting knife
horses, ar was stuck in his belt: this he ware. A
rRle of 9 1 was | tin @pper and teapot completed thelr

tied 10 them I , a8 L was Keeping | outfit

vlome company, Whe was the girl and Wesmer accosted them

who are youT “Yes, they wers poor. had the shakes
LY Gregg replied am & Denuty United | In Tennessee. went into Kentucky,

States Marchal for the sosthern district | ©OUMN't get sbut of them ther, and were

of Louisinans and that giri was & run- | Eolage back 1o Tennessre. Had bduried

thelr two children in Kentuck. and weee
plum Qlscouraged—Jes lefs die as not'—
wished br wus n nlgger and belonged to
anme good man.”

Weaner's ready hand dove into hin
posket and extended a 130 gold plece.

“Here.” saild he, giving 11 to I1ne woman,
"!.H"n this for time of need ™ and giving

away nigger

*You are right,” sald the
M 1 ever saw = palr of
was the palr’

*You have your warrant all sight™ zid

od Grege.

bhave her again man B more. tald them to mo o
Goeee.” 1 deputi Be t
o are sk  ‘basiier | POR the Dext wharfooat wnd g what

eatnhles they wamted, Nelther of them
spoke. but they losked thelr gratituds,
The woman was mixing hoecake In

put him off a:

mve th

r ane. Wa the washhasin, this cullnary feat being

en 1 g back ‘.""_. arcomplished, she transferred 1t to the

out that girl Ii—n tha: | frving par ard baked i over the stove
shot me'! ‘Run, Lucy, run' i This was their supper. The remnants
velce again, If | ever hear It.  He KnowWe | ware given to the hounds. wha lNeoked

that girl. thnt chap does. the pan clean Thix clears! away the
Meaniime as Gremz was talking, 1he | rabie: the work was done. Nothing could

brakeman and one of the ady jmssensers | e more scocromical or comvenlent. and

wore 1Fing up his head and at last. wilh | It required mno very extensive knowiedge

e ald of some borrowed handkerchlefs | of housekerping

the bicod was stanched and he sat up in Hy this time the lampe were lighted

the car. His head achod badly, and when | and the polker gnme was In full blast

Examining his weapona thoroughly and

Seated around the table were three men;  Ascertaining that they were in working or-
one a big, brawny chap, coarse, but | der, he threw off his clothes and lay down

shrewd looking.
bad noticed qulte
That they were gamblers was evident,

two Wesner | 10 rest, nst even thinking of the morrow,
particularly befors. | for he wantsd rest before action.

Morning came, and Ad the night before

but he alsa thought they wers dolng a | gave promise, It was dark and foggy.

little buminess in the color line.

Thess | Wesner {ound the steamer with steam |

two. Wesner saw at a glance, were skin- | down, tled alongside the east bank of the

ning
| Bve minutes would repeat:

boat boy,
fore.™

Wesnor caught his eye

the other chap, who about every |river. Asking the pilot thalr whereabouls,
“I am a flat- | he ascertained that they were about
and never played poker be- | milea below Memphis, and 35 from Atkins

There was a

landing.
At firet he thought e would tell the

twinkle that capsed him to watch the | eaptain of the boat the story, but on fur-

game.

It was Flatboat's deal,

He 100k | ther considaration gave It up as impolltio

the cards, Iaid them carefully on the | for the words of the two gamblers would
table, whipped a I15-inch bowie from his | probably have as much weight as his,

bootieg and
ner of the pack
them on

money."”’
he bought

“Once around

At ons stroke cut the cor-

At the table he designedly

through and scattered | seated himself oppasite the gamblers,
“Now, Mr. Clerk, | whom he found by the boat register were
another pack. i you please; here Is your | booked as M. C. Jules, and his comrade |
He tossed the clerk a dollar as |simply as J. Somes. Somes was evidently

the leader. Although younger in appear

gentlemen, ‘ls enough; I|ance, Jules was the larger. He had a look |

never piay poker, my eyesight Is poor about him calculated to create mistrust,

and 1 can't ses marked
yer do? Bet 530 do yer?
Here's another,

$100,

What | and always in conversation he kept watch

I'll ralse yer §0; | of his companion. - Somes, on the con-
Let's see yer ! trary, had a rank, popest ook, was a

keerds. Three queens—a bluff—I thought | little nervous in his movements, but not

Wmmnﬂmm-.Ethu-]

1mmmu¢_mm
' the gentlemen as owns ‘em.” he repiled
and leaving his charngs he walked toward
the boat
| Wesner hurriedly asked obhe of the pe-
| gToea, “Did this man buy youT"
“No," was the answer.
“Whom do you belong toT*
Floyd County, Ken-
teeky.""

| This was spoken low and quick. Wes-
ner suuntered toward the stemmer. Somes
changed their position ana

a few cotton bales at
the side plank, and, with shouting, swear.
Ing and running, business was lvely.

| As Somea stopped asbors, Wesner drew

| back perhaps 2 feet and first spoke to

| "Whers did you steal those niggers™
Somes nmad,mnduwndand did
| mot mt frst 4 who ke to Bm
Then came the g quen:lon. Joud and distinct:
“SWhose niggers are those, and whers
'did you steml them?™*
| Somes reached for his pistol. Instantly
'Wumrh-dhlnmrm
‘ “Wink, and you are a dead man™

“Captain' cried Wesner, "thoss two

men are Degro t 0. negroes,
hiev Thoss

standing there. were stolen from James

Wilson, Floyd County, Kentucky, They

|::-.5-hin¢th«nlom0rmmm

“You He.” imterrupled

' 1 tal™

Jules now jolned Somes, and ar Wes
ner'a remark drew his pistol. Instantly
| shifting his alm from Semes to Jules,
Wesner fired. Somes sprang back to the
meamer, dawing his own pistol as he
ran; Wesner sent a bullst after him,

WITHOUT CHANGING POSITION,

0.

plle,

—

WESNER SENT TWO SHOTS AND BANDAGE STRUCK THE GROUND.

Biralght Nush mine.
and ho raked it In, remarking: 1

Tl take that | noticeably so. Both were tastefully

a poor fiatbomtman, and don't piay poker; | French accent. They bhad been playing
but am a llberal cuss, and when [ do piay | cards nearly all night, and were consider-

use new cards every hand round.
Don’t want to
thought s0,”
from the table % ahead.

What! | ably jaded. Ordinarily, they would have

the game? 1{ kept their rooms untll dinner, but thia
und the proposed victim arose | morning they had business on hand. Al-

though they did not expect any interTup-

The chagrined gamblers adjourned to the | tion, they were a lttle anxious for fear

upper deck.
his avening cigarelte.

Wesner was there, emoking | Babbage might have missed connections,
The two gamblers | In which which case they would bave to

seated themeelves next to him and began | Tetum to Memphis and awalt another

conversation,
wns all attentlon,

At ths first words CGoorge | down-river boat. This would be awkward
for their conversaiion

for them, as it might provoke questions

was In the Acadlan French dialect and |and arouse suspicions.

stamped
country.

the Attakapas

they expected some negroes, recently pur-

Wesner lstened, for he was as‘well ac- | chased, to be brought on board at Atkins,
quainted with that !diom as with his own jand as this was no urusual occurrence,

language.
Acndian.

the other said in

One of them addressed him In | and he supopsed the men to be legitimate
Wesner gave no heed, but con-
tinued to look at the sconery.

’ﬂur friend is deaf,’
Frenc

traders, no more notice was taken of it
After breakfast, as the fog showed signs

of lifting, ths furnace was fillef and steam

| raised so that the boat could be readily

Suill ‘5\ esner Kept the same uninterestid, | handied. She began to feel ber way slow.
Indifferent fook, and watched the shores, |ly along the river, while the fog wna yet
as though his whole life depended upon | o dense that it was impenetrable a boat's
not missing sight of even one cottonwood | length beyond her sterm. The bell ang

tree.
thought;
weat of the Teche,
if they do not I ahall not

thess men.” he | continually, and at short intervals tha
they are from | grum sound of the steam whistle echoed
They may know me;  through the trees and bushes that hung
Introduce myself, | dripping over the river bank. There was

ar 1 do not want to make any steamboat Imminent danger of Tunnicg down some

acquaintarcoes,

such as speak | Grifting flatboat, as such craft were Du-

Acadian. I will watch them, for they may | Merous, or collidding with an upbound

be negro traders,

as well as gamblepa ™ | Steamer. The river was fearfuily high and

Wosner posscssed perfect control ¢f hlm- | the current four miles an hour. The rush

self, and stoleally listened (o the converga- | ©f the current, however, was W"‘?—'h'
tlan, which they mt first cafriad on in a | COuUnterbalanced by the backwand motion

low tone, but as they became Interested |©f the Wheels of the steamer. so that

in thelr own plans
thetr cnly hearer did not understand them,
thetr caution was forgotten, and they dis-
cussed thelr business freely.
had surmised,
truders. and alse gamblers. The
the back-
business they

As Wesner
negra
trading business they kept iIn
ground, because
carried on would have undoubtedly causcd

them serious trouhle,

it become

and were sure that probably a speed of three miles was all

she was moving undér.

Suddenly, as the boat, stlil bugging the
eaztern bank, rounded a pénd in the river
there loomed up a back, misshapen mass,
an undefined mixtore of fog and steam-
boat, from which hroke forth a suocession
of such shrieks ns nothing but a Missis
sippl stiamer whistle could give, In an
instant the breakfast table was deserted,
and the exclited passengers rushed out of

were

scnetally known for thelr stock was usu- | gr. saioon Just 'n time to see the stemmer
ally stolen In Kentucky and run south to | vigalia, not more than % fest from the
rome toat landing on the Mississippl, and | Aurora, It was close, but, thanks to the

from
narket and pold.
crime was this at that time.

Wesner listened with ferce ecarnestitsss,
to catch every
frum their lps

“"Heavens, ™
matle scoundrels?
bealde thes: men,

alert

the New Orleans
A very common form of | past. and they slowly drifted by each

caution of both captains, the danger waas

other, not three feet apart.
The Vidalla was crowded with passen-

word that dropped | gers and londed to the guards with freight.

A coillslon would inevitably have sunk her

“what consum- | with a fearful loss of passengers, as there
1 am virtae itseil  gre few chances of rescue from the swift,
under the | muddy curremt of the Lower Misalssippl.

law, a thief. for I steal niggers, and, gen- | BSoon after the fog Hfted sufficiently to

temen, 1 will sten] yours”
The thought

enable the steamer to make o falr rate of

flashed over him that It speed, and about 10 o'clock she drew near

would I & fAne Lhing to rob the robbere ] Atkins' landing. The pliot ran her stem

and make off with their plunder.
About 3100 miles below was a wood yand- | there some time, let her stern swing grad- |

knows as Atkine. Here the Aurom al- |

nguinst the bank, and, as she would stay

wally with the currenl, until she lay

wuys wooded up, and os there was a good | alongzide, witk her bow pointing up river,

landing,
freight.

This Wesner knew,

passengers and | and her guards hugging the shore.
he had

SBomes nnd Jules stood on the upper

ofteny been up and down on the same hoat. | d0cK, watching the shore and ooccasionally
The country for a number of miles back | ¢EZchanging a few words. Wesner paseed

from the river and

beyond was very thin- 90Wwn the stairs to the freight deck, and

iy inhabited mnd mostly with a poor claas | When the boat touched the shore stepped

of whites.

bales of o0 th: bapk. He had malured his plan

cotton, and Atking' was their usual ship- | 304 Was ready for action. He knew he was

ping polnts
being too hopest,

They were not suspected of
and eked out a precuart- |
ous subsistence by bhauling wood for At-
kins® yard.

in the conversation,
tianed

aroused, for, huddled besice a large plle
of cordwood were five of the most for-
lorn, starved-looking negroes he had eves

the strangers men- | #en, and he had seen many.
. stoleal as

From the dirty and unkempt rags that

ever, continyed 1o pufl away at his cigar- Partially coversd them the moasture from

elte and lstened
be at 4
“Muhl Babtage ™
DOETOM,
sinlen from Kentucky. by these plausibie |
scoundrels, run into the woods and secret- |
ed by Bablwmge and kKept until the sxciie-
ment incldent to thelr disappearance had
sulsided, and on thies trip of the Aurora
they were to be taken on

“Oh, for one hour of Bradley,™
George;
these chaps might have ail
g2t out of the other 2. But, geatiemer, |
must have your alggers. and
fight.

and

thought
Hitle hour out of the Jar. guemer

they could | Taking In the situation, Wesner ap-

He learned there would ' the fog dripped In bg drope. The women

under the charge of  DRd evidintly been orylng, and the men,
a local desperado, five | Sbackled together, stood mute and sullen
three men and two women, all | JDEF Were travel-stained. looked weary,

ard were well plastered with yellow mud,
Beside them stood Babbage. At sight of
him Wesner was a lttle disconceried. for
he recognized tn Mm the siranger 1 had
{wounded the night we mn off the Fill-
| more’s cargo. Then he was not known as
Muli Babbage, but he probabiy had a now
alias whenever necessary, to avold the

proached Habbage and jooked him over as

. that means gf he meditated purchasing him. The man
They are going back 1o Kentucky, appenred 111 at ease, and glanced at the

If mot farther; meantme, as this wngon | greamer.

won't get

to Atkins' before § o'clock (o-

“Those negrons for sale T Inguired Wee.

morrow moming. and not, then if the fug | ner.

sets In, 1 will retire 10 my stateroom and

“They ain't ndine, strangsr.” (Just here

drassed and spoke Engllsh without the |

Somes had informed the capisin that |

alone, but now the devll in him was |

| mtriking his arm near the elbow. The
two shots were in quick succession.

. who appeared Hke one dazed,
cried out as Jules was hit: "By God,
the man shoots with his gun lock fllad—
who s he?"”

Wesner, with his eyes still flxed upon
Somes, and keeplng him under the musz-
gle of his plstol, continued to talk to the
capiain of the Aurora.
| *“Captain, these two men, Jules and

Bemes. have stolen thess negroes Bab-

bage brought them from Kentucky."
| Babbage was standing about ¥ fest
from Wesner, but at the first shot he
ran back to the negroes 1o protect
| them. He shawed no inclination to tske
| part In the fray. At the mention of his
own name, he seemed to renlize that he
was & factor in the scrimmage. He knew
very well that Judse Lynch held court
on both banks of the 3Mississippl. and
negro stealing was a hanging crime. He
was 4 ready man with his gun, and with-
out a moment's hesitation, he fired at
Wesner, whonse side was exposad to his
aim. The bullet ploughed through Wes-
ner's shoulder, making a deep flesh
wound. Without changing position, Wes-
ner sent to shots in exchange, In such
mapld succession that Babbage struck the
ground, with two caiiber 35 (n his body.

Somes was no coward and a falr shot.
He had fied to the forward part of the
upper deck. It wes crowded with pass.
engers, who had rushed out at the firat
fire. He could not shoot from thers, but
the shooting of Babbage had created a
diversion in hs favor. Knowing that If
Wesmer lived, he was a doomed man, and
baving no appetite for prison life or the
nooss, ha broke from the crowd and ran
to the after part of the deck, some @
feet Orom where Weaner stood.

When clear of the crowd, he halted and
ralsed his weapon. Wesner had not low-
| ered his, and as Somes halted, fired. The
| ball shattered Somes’ arm. snd his weap-
| on fell Into the river.

T am done,” was all he said, and sank

on tha deck.

Wesner stepped up to the captain.

“Capmin, ax there is no Sheriff hern, I
demand you to arcest me, take these nig-

gers to the next Janding, take care of

them and send them to their masters

| As for these villans, {f they live they
can ba tried and hanged. T expeot that
seoundrel (pointing to Babbage) is dead
—he s the best one, however.™

The whole affatr, from the first shot
until the lnst, had not occuplied more than
three minutes, and by that time. especinl-
Iy as the danger was over, the passen-
| gera began to recover from thelr panic.
and ths gentlemen gathered around Wesnor,
| who explained to them why he had mis-
trusted these men, and also that he had
understond thelr conversation although
In Acadian, and had determinad to rescue
the negroes

“Now, gentlemen, I am your prisoner,
Turm me over to the first Sheriff, If you
wish, or bring these men to trml"”

Mon on the Mississippl wers not ar-
rested in those herole days for deeds like
this. and QCeorge was the llon of the
dny

Bomes and Julea were trind and sent
|to Baton Rouge, where they perished
when the prison was burned.

The negroes were sent back to Floyd
County, hut never got there, for Wesner
left the boat at the next Ianding. went
hack to Memphis, Intecceptad them and In
4 days from the day of the fight they
were safe in Canada, and the money for
them was [In our hands.
| CHAPTER XXVII

Our next venture was without incident

worthy reiating. I went through with

eight, taking only one cance. It was
late in July befors we started The
weather was very dry. the water low, and
it was #fficult to get the cano= through
some of the shoal places.
| While In New York Entwissle read
me portlons of a lelter from Shreve-
| port. La. 1In that letter the writer de-
nounced the Institution of siavery very
bitterly, and wrged an organized sye-

p tem of ralde similar to the one we were
| pursning. He was a S8cothern man, and

spoke of the mysterious disappearance of
1&. negroes from  Attakapss, but

ad

all 1 dared. Entwissie’s idea
was to go home by way of Shreve-
port, ind the wriler of the letters, and
see what chance there was of succesaful
upenum This letter was unsigned, and
he only clew to its author was to direct
to box %1, Shreveport, Ia. “This™ I re-
plled, “admits of two conclusions. It |s
clther a ‘simon pures’ letter, or the man
who penned It suspects that your anti-
slavery soclety is the instigator of thees
raids. If the last, he will walt for your
answer, If the former, and he is in ear-
nest, you will hear from him sgaln.
Meantime, write him that you are naot
dolng business that way. [ will get ready
to start about the time you shoull re-
celve your answer.”

Entwissle wrote as I reqoestad, and in
mbout 1} days recelved sn answer. It was
very philanthropic. The writer deplored
the existence of the Inutitution, and his
abuse of the slaveholder was as vitupera-
tive a8 ungrammatical, and was 0o seal-
ous to be genuine.

I suggested to Entwissle that I get a
few daye' start toward Shreveport, and
that he write 1o box H. inclosing his let-
ter in a fancy envelope, 80 1 couid detect
it at & glance In the box.

He di@ a3 | desired. [ Immedlately pro-
to Shreveport dlaguised as a
selling goods for a blg patent
medld.nn concern In New TYork. Ent-

]
i

n

Net a dark office In the bafldi

alb T

wistle had made the armng ta, and
If T sold any goods they were to for-
ward them and also acknowiedge me as
their agent, for 1 never kmowingly left
any holes for susplelon. Entwissle was
to write me by the same mail that car-
ried the letters to box 8L

I had been In Shreveport a few days
and had really sold quite a bl of gnode
to the drug store, and had seen the pro-
prietor of box 9. The mall at that time
arrived daily by steamer, and generally
about 3 ociock P. M., and as T was al-
ways on the lookout for the mallboat, I
never missed being at the postoffice and
watching my man,

He was a difficult plece of humanity to
pronounce upon, and my opinion was di-
vided as to his belng a Methodist
preacher on circult or a gambler on a
vacation. I fnally decided he wasr &
“pasteboard’ banker. His countenance
was pleasant, yot he had a cool, deter-
mined look about him that showed he
was no child to deal with, and I was
fully awure that | must proceed with
caution If 1 would ascertain his object
and views without excliing suspicion,
Thers were boxes In the postoffice In
Bhreveport numbered up to 1. Thees
boxes had glass fronts, and letters could
be plainly seen from the hall but as they
were usually put into the boxes flat, 1t
was dfficult to see the address

At length my patience wu rewarded,
and T caught the address, “Mr. Alvin
Boatham, Shreveport.” Now, Mr. Heat-
ham, who are you? My curiosity was
s0on mtsfied, for [ found Mr. Beatham
woas a small planter, sometimes a slave-
hunter, something of a gambler, and at
present depuly Sheriff for the Shreve-
port district. My pext move was o
maks his acquaintance, for I had no
doubt that he scented 1the Attakapas
business through the shooting at White
River, or else from rumors or Informna-
tion rom below. How to ascertaln more
was another thing. I could stay there
but a few days without attmsting notice,
especiaily if I loafed around the post-
office,

I was om the hotel hooks as J. P. Ma-
comber, and letters were, of course, -
reated to that name. Envelopes that I
received were rll 0. K, my drug house
ad, on the face, all honest and square.

One day 1 saw Beatham talking to a
atranger, a tall, solidlocking chap In
the neighborhood of 40 years of age. Not
liking his looks, I came to the comclu-
slon that that infernal White River af-
falr had been exploded and would ruln
us should wes be suspected [ knew
George was making up another lot for
the same route, and about ready to start
Mason and Obed were both In Attakapas.
How many regroes they had hidden away
I did not know, but 1 must get word to
QGeorge before they were off. Not dar-
Ing to risk a letier, my only course was
to go to New Tbheria.

Next day 1 took the steamer. On the
way down [ remembersd that it wes
necessary for George to vislt New Or-
lenns before Ieaving for the North, and
as it would cause me but iittle delay.
concluded to go thers also. 1 usually
stopped at a amall hotel In Lafayette,
and George at the St. Charles. As my
object was to see him, T went to the St
Charles.

Aa T left the ecarrlage to my great
surprise and joy he was standing on
the hotel steps watching the newcomers,
and emoking.

“Giad to ses you, Charlle, but what
evil omen sent you? Did you komow I
was here™

*No, I 4idn't™ T replled, *but as I
wanted to ses you I

“Come up to my room—no, book your
name first, get another room, then come
to mine, No. 47T, second floor.™

“T'll be thers In & few minutes,” T re
plied I booked my name ordered my
luggage, sent to my room. and, after
washing and combing my halr, called
at M7, George was there walting.

“Come.” he cried, "out with t. Let's
know the woret; you look anxious and
unessy.”™

1 told him the mory.

“*Then, there's two,” sald ke “It's just
as you say, Charile; [t I= the White River
affalr. 1 wss afraid of 1. and always
krew I &id wrong not to have killed
the whole of them. They would have
murdered me and socld the negroes. We'll
atart tomorrow for Bhreveport They
know, probably, that the party was from
below. There Is quite a #ir yet amoiig
thosa mame nDegroes.’”

“Did you ever find who the parties
wera with whom you fought™

“Never! How could I when I could
ask no questions. and such affairs are
never published?™"

Next day, taking @ Red-River stanmer,
In due time we were In Shreveport.
walking toward the postoffice. Bentham
and the stranger wers coming toward
the office from an oppoaite dlrection, bus-
iy talking, and not noticing the surround-
ings, There wae no ons In the offlce
corridor but ourselvea. 1 saw them, and
said to George: “There they go. Let's
walk down the street meet them and
take one gool look so we wiil know when
the next time."™

Wesner looked nwp. "Heavens, I know
one thia time. That's Gregg, the Mar-
ahal from whom I stole Luey. T had the
sams rig on then I have now': and he
bolted out of the opposite door, disap-
penring around the cotner. [ did mot
move, and there was no time for explana-
tion.

Wesner's stay in Shreveport was very
brief, belng lmited to the time occupied
in traveling from the postoffice to the
steamboat landing.

(To be contimued.)

Polsonous Fruit Syrap.

Chemist Hummell of the State Dairy
and Food Department says the St. Paul
(Minn.) Dispatch, found that strawberries,
sold for the purpose of supplying “‘pure
frult” flavor for ice cream and lce cream
soda, had been colored with coal tar or
aniline dye. The can contalning the sam-
ple was sent to the department by a local
firm, which saild that It kad received nu-
merous compiaints from [ts  customens
that fce cream sada made from the con-
tents made them lll. The complaints all
came from those who used the strowberry
flavar. A can of thess berries became
broken, and empioyves who ate some of
them became {1l almoet immedlately.

A chemical analyuls revezled the cnlor-
Ing matier which had caused the [liness
The strawberries were put up by a Cleve-
land firm especially for the lee cream soda
trade. The berries had been cooked,
which gave them a dark color. To restore

the bright red, dye was used for coloring.
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to the rent clerk in the bullding.
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