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BOUNDARY OF OREGON TERRITORY

Additional Details of the Famous Dispute—Russia’'s Claim
to Jurisdiction, Which the United States Denied.

The fifth volume of “The History of the
People of the United States,” just pudb-
lahed by D. Appleton & Co., New York,
deals with the early siluations of 1the
Oregon question, but not with the final
setflement. Por:ions of the book, referr'ng
to this subject, follow:

*“To come 10 an agreement with Greal
Britalts on any matier was quite !mpos
sible. An sct of Russia bad asuddenly
brought up for dscussion the gQuestion
of the ownersalp of Oregon.

“In the Auiumn of 1as as Mr. J. B
Prevost, the American Commisgloner senl
oul by the Premidenl to receive Lhe formal
dalivery of Astoris, was on his way home,
he sopped at the Fort of Mooterey, In
Calitornia. While there he wrote a lang
report of his mislon, described the Co-
lumbia River, the climatle, =oll and phys-
jcal features of Oregon, ond cloped his
narrative with an account of an inc.dsmi
which he though: most serioon
the Buwsilans, he smald, had no setilement
south of I deg. But Il that year, ex-
wited very probably by the glow.ng deoverip-
tions of Humboll, they had estadlished
two colonles of an lmportant characier.
Orne war at Atool, in the Sandwich Islande
The othrr was on the Cal fornia coast, a
few leagues from San Francisco, the
northern mit of Spanish oocupation, On.
Iy two days Mefore he reached Montesey
two vesrels had left that town for the
Russiasn seitlement, carryving to it imple-
ments of husbandry and mechonlcs of ev-
ery sort.. So plaln an intention to scgqulre
a site on the shors of the Paclfic by a
race but just emerging from savagers,
and ruled by =& chlef who sought not to
emancipate but to enthrall ought sure-
v, Mr. Prevost thought to sxeite the
serfous  apprehensions of  the United
Bintes.

Yo Interest In Oregon.

“But it 4id not excite the apprebensions
of Un'ted States, and npeither the
President nor Congress cared what went
on In Oragon.

“In December, 1820, attention was for a
moment drawn to the country by a motion
for & commities 1o Inguire Into the =it
pation of the setilements on the Pacifie
Ocean and the expediency of ocoupyine
the mouth of the Columbis River. The
committes was dlligent. and soon made a
long report mnd presented o b1l to auther-
fz0 the occupation of the Columbia and
regulate trade with the Indlan triber,

“The report bepnn with & carrful review
of our ttle to the country, iold of the
dispovery of the river: of Its explorntion
by Lewin and Clark: of the building of
Fort Ciatsop at s motith: of the founding
of Astorin: the esstablishment by Astor's
men of five substations hetween the moun-
talte and the mea: and dweit at jlength on
the vniue of the fur trade. Tt told of the
wonderful enerey displaved by the Hud-
por's Bay and Northwest FurCompan'esin
thelr senrch for fur®: how they carried
the supplles intended for the Indiars and
the traders across the cont'nent from Aon-
tresl to the Rocksy Mounta'ne, and hrought
back the fure by a route 3000 miles long,
paddling thelr birch canoss through In-
pumerable rivera, across more than &
lakes. and carrying them cver 13 portagen
from a few yande to 12 miles In [ngtn.
Mary of the establishments of the North-
weat Company were within the Timits of
the Tnitsd Riatee To bring to the peo-
ple of the United States ail the profits
of this fur trade It was only necewsary.
therafore, to DUt a few troops on the up-
per waters of the Missour!, and confine
the British to thelr own domain, Tf the
Cannd'ans could carry on their trade In
eplte of such natural obstaclen, how much
more sarlly and profitably could the citl-
mens of the United States conduct thelms
along the deep and smooth Missouri run-
ning through a &3l of boundless fertllly
and peparated by a pertage of lesa thra
20 miles from another great river flow-
Ing ints the Pacific! Th's portage was
not & matter of donbt In reveral placen
the Rocky Mountains were so smooth atd
open that 16 men In 3 aayr could thke a
wagon loaded with fura from the navi-
gahls waters of the Missourl to those of
the Columbia. All that was nesded in de-
welop Oregon was a small and permanent
post nt the mouth of the Columbla snd

for in the bill

r of Congressmen whe
tistensd to the report, Oregon and the up-
per waters of the Missour! ssemed farther
away and less spcesuible than Afriea,
That the Unlted States could ever want
a foothold on the Pacific smeemed pre-
posteroos. and having heard the visonary
report of the committee, thelr bill was
i on the table

"Thers 1t lay when, ops day In Febru-
ary, If22, the Chevalier Fierre de Politica,
the Russisn Minlster, placed a most alarm-
fng document in the hands of the Secre-
tary of State. It war an ediet of the Em-
peror Alexander. and set forth that (be
pursuits of rommerce. whaling and fish-
ing, and, Indesd all other Iindustties,
whoet on the slands or In the porim
and guifs of the Xorthwest conet of Amer-
fon from Ber'ng Btrait to 51 deg.. were
exciusivelr grantsd 1o Russlan subjects
Foreign vessels were forbidden
not only (o land on the coast and fslands,
but even to come within 100 Itallan mlles
of them

Russia Seta Up 8 Clalm,

“S0 unexpitoied an attempt 1o define the
boundary of the two couniries aroused Lhe
President, who demanded of the Russian
Minister the grounds on which [t waa
bassd Why had not the boundary been
armang«! by treaty? Why were veseln
of the United Sitates excluded beyond the
Imit to which territorial jursdiction ex-
tonded” He aneweéred that the Russians
had long malntained a sstilement at Nove
Archangelsk, in latitude 57, and that 5
deg. wone about midwdy betwsen Nove
Archangeisk and the mouth of the Calum-
bla. The restriction forbidding an
proach to the cosst was lald In ender to
kowp forelgn adventurers who, not
contént with currymg on an illcit trade
dnjurious o the interass of the Hussian
Amuroan Fur Company, had euappicd
arms and ammunition to the satives of
the Russinn posscisions Iln America wnd
inclted @ W 10 revoil. Agninst these doc-
trines Adama protested; but Politica cut
ahart ihe discusslon by the stavement that
he Bad no avihority to continoe I

“Tha clif: anewer gave a nNow aSpect
to the mitter, and Monroe, In his anoual
smessagc o Congress It Decembet, 1827,
SUERveted that ¢ Lime bad come to think
mriou=iy of occupying Oregon, The Houss
st onow called up the old bill of 188, and
ligteficd npain to Apeeches (o which the
manifcst Juestion of 4Great Brtsin to
et ard hold ine couniry, Lhe great
value of the fur trade of the Upper Mis-
souri and the Columbla wvalleys., and the
many advantages to be derived from a
setliemunl an tae Pacifie Coast, were once
more st forth with argument and statly-
ticx, ail to no purposc. The Houvse fiatly
lvalsed 10 oobsider (U

“*Fallure the House 41d not dscour-
age the Iriemis of the llea In the Senate,
and a couple of werks Iater Benton movel
that the commiitee on foreign relations ve
lumtructed to inguire into the vxpedieucy
of making an appropriaton to enable tin
President to take and hold podaession oy
our lerritories on the Northwest Coast.
To this the Senalc agresd. But the sesston
soon ended, and Do report was made

“Two menths alfler
gone to their homes Adams recelved a
note from the Baron de Tuyl whe had
myogesrderd the Chevaller de Politdca, ask-
ing that the American Minlster at St
Prlershurg be given power to setile the
differcnces by pegotiatiorn. The Invita-
tion war ncoepted, and instructions were
Guly drawn and dlspmtched

Russian Contention Denied.

“Shile Adams war oreparing them. the
Baron calied one momming at the Depart
mwent of Siate and In the courss of gon-
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{ be would receive
| might come by water around Cape Hornm,

the members had '

vermtion, was fold that Russia's claim

'to a right to colonize on the Pactfic Coast

could not be listensd to, because both
North and Seutd America, In consequence
of the independent position the naticos of
this hemisphere hed sasumed and maln-
talned, were closed to colon zation by Eu-
ropean powera From this doctrine the
Baron dissented most heartily: bat N
seeme (o have Impressed Mr, Adams se
strongly that It was reasserted by him
n a letter to our Minister at Bt. Petens-
burg.

“Mr., Middiston was to admit no part
of the Rumsan clalms, and rest those of
the United Btates on the Spanish tieaty
of IRS which secuared all the rights and
preteneions of Bpain o the coast north of
{2 deg.; on the discovery of the Columbla
by Gray, on the exploration of the counirs

| by Lawis and Clark, and on the settlement

at Astoria. He might, hawever, agree that
a0 cltizgen of the United Staten should
Innd ni any Russinn settioment without
permisson of the Russian commander,

| that mo subjects of the -Emperor should

land ot any Americen settlements without

| consent of the American authorities, and

that no American setiiements should be
made north and no Russian seftlements
should be eotablished south of 55 deg
north Intitode.

“Meantime Great Brits!in had protested
against the imperinl vkase, and had in
lke manner been Invited to an amicable
negotiation for the adjustment of ber
clalms. It was supposed that as England
and America held the country In joint oe-
cupation, the two countries would carry
on a folat negotintlon with Russia. But
when It was found that the British eavoy
had power to discoss but not to con-
clude anyth'ng, and that authority to sct
Jointly was not likely o be givern him,
Henry Middleton began the negotistion on
hehalf of the United States alope by of-
fering & deg. ar 2 boundary or Hne of de-
marention Russiln then offered M deg.
40 min. which was ncceptad and Inecor-

wordted In the convention egned In April,

AN,
Parcific Ocenn to Be Open.

"Thé discussion thus ralsed by Russia
made !t most ftting that the United States
snd England should come to an under-
sisnding as to thelr respeciive pretensionm
Adams therefore Instructed Richard Rush
to bring up the matter and to state den-
nitely the grounds on which the Unlied
Blates took her stand. The Russian
application of the colonlal principle of
exciuion was not 1o be admitied o2 law-
ful on any part of the Northwest Coast of
America. Indeed, it was to be denled that
such 2 principie could be applied by any
Eurcpean nat'on. It was true tha:, by
the Nootka Sound Convention of 178, Eng-
innd had agreed that, so fir as Spanish
settlements extended In North and South
Amerien, Spaln possessed the exclusive
rights territorial, and of navigation and
fehery, to & dstance of ten milew from
the coasts so actually occuped. Bul the
Independence af the South American na-
tions and of Mexico had pxtinguished, sald
Adams, the exclusive colonial rights of
Spain In North and South America, ana
“the American continents henceforth will
no longer be suhjecis of colonizat’on. Oc-
cupled by clvilized Independent nations,
they will be acccenibla to Europeans on
that footlng alone, and the Pacific Ocean
and every part of it will remaln open o
the navigation of all nations, In I'ke man-
ner with the Atantic’

“As to the boundary, Rush was to offer
o stipulate that no ssttlements be mnpde
in future by the Rusadans south of 55 dex..

¢ citlzens of the United States north of
5 de or by Britl*h subjects elther mouth
of & or morth of & deg. He might, how-
ever, If England !ns'sted om I, accept
¥ dex. as the boundary from the Racky
Mountaing to the ses. These two nroso-
sitions were accordingly made by Tush,
and were met. the one with a declination
and the other with a flat denfal., Great
Britain, It was answered, cons'dered the
whole of the unoocupied parts of America
openi 1o Ber for seftlement In the folure
Just mz they had been In the past, ana
would make no exception of the Northwest
Coast, whether north of 42 deg. or sauth
of 5. Yet she would from pure gnod:ioss,
fram a desire to close sourees of disagrie-
ment which the future might multiply and
agxzravats, walve her richts and sugges!
A lne of demarcation. This line was the
parallel of @ deg. from the summit of
the Rocky Mourntains to the northeastern-
most branch of the Columbla River, and
thence down the Columbin to the Paclfle
Oeean. Rush relected it as prompily
as England had rejected that -of ihe
United States, and tendered 4 dreg. from
the mountains to the ssa. Again Eng-
land declined the offer, and the negotia-
tion came to naught.

Toe Far Vrem Civillsation.

“Bo the matter .st00d when Monroe,
In December, M, met Congross
ke jasl Ume. du s message
once  Gnore  cmlled attentlon w  our
interesis on the Pacific Coast, owce
mare urged the establsament of 4 militury
Pust B one BOULH o lee Colubls t.vei,
alid e NoUse Glte MOTe wWenl Back 1o Lo
diasled 40y wil Dl was laKen up, s
Woeni the vojections hag béell mSue wou
RlieWwolou, .1 Was pussed. in the Deldle,
huwerel, Il ewodiected SUOHE O, pusi-
Lk LIoM Mefl Whause MeRE wers Desi ex-
prased by & Beaalor rom MNeWw Juraey.
ne otjecte] OfcAuse the el years of Juunt
DecuplIon uncer the cofivention of s
hed pol yei expirea; btcause Wl o hau
exXpired, (o0 tane posscsmion by military
sorve would be highiy improper; Deonuse
We had never yet spread our lkws over
& terTilory Dut with tac tntenuoen of soouer
or laler making I & slate, und & slawe
Lregal neVer could be. Our Unlon, mad
?lr. Lrickemon, & alrvady oo extensive.
ilis distance irom thée mouib-of Lhe O
‘umbia o the mouth of the Missour! i
3555 miles. but the mouth of e Mis-
@uurl 15 148 miies srom Wasaington, waich
Cily i therefore 47 miles Irom the moutn
of e Columba. Suppose now thai Or-
CEOD v m ate of the Umion, and that a
member of Congrese irom the far Western
Comninies of our couniry sets out from hls
home (o make the journey of &N, or say
+59 miles 10 Wasningion. At (he Tuie
mambere of Congress iravel, according Lo
law—ihat s, N milee & cay—he woula re-
qQuire, 10 come to ihe seat of government
and go home Wgaln 46 carys. 17 he showd
lio by on Sundays—say % of ihem—he
woula epena 51 asys o= the way., But
suppose he mude haste, apd t(raveled 2
tailest emch day and resimd every Bunday,
be would then consume 30 daye. Lius
woulld enable & young and energetic trav-
eler 1o leave his home, come 1o Washing-
ton, spend two weeks attending 1o hs du-
ties in the House, ané get back bhome
agaln In the course of fust one year to a
Gay. For thia long and perilous Journey
Hitv as mileage. e

or
e

or by Bering Bimit around the north
coak! of our contnent to Maffin's Bay, and
20 Wastington, True, this Northwest
passage had not been discovered except
on the maps. But it would be before Or-
sgon became a Btate.
“Beuton answered him.

he

Ignoring what
was pleased to consider M: IMeker-
son's wit. the Ssnator from Missourti re-
viewed at great length the claime of the

| two countries to Oregon. declared ours

to be incontestible, and to rest on the
discovery of the Columbia by Captain
Gray in 192; on the purchpse of Louis-
ama In 187 on the sxploration and dis-
covery of the Columbia from (its head
ta It» mouth by Lewls and Clark In 186G
on the settlement of Alaska In 1511 and
on the Bpanish treaty of 185

“The question oftitiedlspased of, Benton
turned to that of eecupation. On this he
took four pesitions: That the TUnited
Sinter had the right of possess"on: that
Great Brita'n had actual possession: thet
she resisted occupetion by the United
States; and thal after 180 the party In

| Indiun of the West well understands, and
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brought no esallors and ne sol- |
Ao #o for him. and on ths dul
away It was as much under the |
Gerat Britain as on the day he |
., Over it at this mament the Bﬂt-]
Is fying. It atill bears the name
of Fort Oeorge. and at it the medals of
George IV are wstill distributed to the
chists of the surrounding Indlan tribes
And more than this: Five otber poata
have since heen bullt along the banks of |
the Columibja from the sea to the moun- |
talne, as part of & great cordon 300 miles
in length streiching along olir frontier for
a purpose which every citizsen and every

Rli
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5
4

which the United States makes no effort
to counteract.
“In evidonce af his third point Benton |

| countries

alen declared in fojce another which had |

uumﬁm.mm“ A
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e

wWas to remaln open
o the cltigens of the United States and

Great Britain for a period |

the day on which the

| country, but merely the rights of
| navigation and seitlement—righia W
she conceded to the Unmited States, as the
successor of Spaln, and no others

“To come to an Agn tas to b

tors afixed the'r names. As this |

period drew to & eclose, the rulers of both
became maost desirous to set-

tle the long-pending question of ownership |

once and for all, or continue the agree-

ment about to axpire, and toward the |

end of 15N, therefore, the old claims were
again taken up by Great Britain and the
United Silates,

England's Offer.

“At the first conference the represents.
tives of the King began by offering as a
houndary the 49th parallel from the crest
of the Rocky Mounta'ns to the northesst-
ernmost branch of the Columbia River,
and down that river to the pea—all to the
north to belong to Great Britaln, and all
to the south to the United Btates. Mr
Gallatin, In reply, offered the 48th parallel
from the mountaine to the ses, with three
provisions: That If the line' crossed any
branches ofthe Columbia at points from

one ymr's motice te the other.

“The attention which in sne way and an-
| other was thus drawn to the Orsgon coun-
'ltry in the course of four years now be-

Ean to produce visible results. Men In
| varfous parts of the United States became
eager to throw off the restraints of life In
the East, brave the hardehips of a mareh
ncross the plalne, and begin a life of ad-
| venture on the Pacific Const. Three as-
| sociatione of companles of adventurers—
ona in Massachussits, one In Ohlo, and
one In New Orleans—were readly formed.
land when the Twentieth Congreso began

Ite second session, In December, 1828 s

bill in their Interests was reported by a

commitiee. As presented., it provided
#fur the estabiishment of a territorial gov-

ernment gver the whole country up to &

“Rloap,

‘quath the ane with the silver locks,
“Eleep t1ll the life anew;

Tals fowsr 13 red for the blood you ahed
In the struggie of sixty-two."’

TWO MOURNERS.
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“Fleen,” gquoth the mald with a throbbing heart,

"“Caressed by & sweetheari's tear;

On the grave of &

For my love ia thers, "neath the roses falr,

Volunteer.*
—Haves

cited the public documents. He recalled
W lRe Beoeie Row, In Jald, wne Lailen
Charge w' alia.ree, uf. Bager, lad relusea
o give an ofder (or the delivery of As-
tura; how in I Mr. Bago! the Min-
ister, had remonsiriled against the OOCU-
pation of the coumiry Ly the United
Siutes; how .n & Mr, Csnning, then
Miuster, when the quesilon of ocupetion
was Defore Congrest, had twicd aitempi-
oC to arresl alacuseson: and how, .nspired
by Briush sg=its, (he Natlonal Foteli-
gencer pad published ofsay 8llaT essuy
ridicoling the claim of the Uniwed States
to any part of the Northwest Coast of
America. “With a feet on toe Coaet, wiln
a fort mi the mouth of the Columbia, with
batterica along lis banks, with & bne of
posts to Canaca and MO0 Indians at her
command, aqoes any man suppose that
when 1838 comes Great Brita:ns will glve up
posaeszion of the couniry sne ls doing s0
much to secure?

= ‘But gentlemen ask, What are the ad-
vantages to be derived from occupation?
I answer, The advaniages will be securing
of the fur trade of the Columbla, the
Rocky Mountalne, and ne Upper Ais-
souri: preventing the Russians and the
Brit.ah getting conmtrol of the Indlans on
the Columbia; a naval statlon for us on
the Pacifie, remmunication between the
Valley of the Missiempp! and the Pacific:
and, chief of all, the exclusion of forelgn
powers from Oregon.

Benton's Prediction.

* '‘Gentlemen sak again, What effect will
A pew lerrilory or B 2 DEw  stats
have on the Unlon? 1 answer,
It will be the nucieus of a new
and Independent power This Republic
aboula have umity. ‘'Where they shoula
ve on the north or the south i not now for
me to say. But Westwaiu they are fixed [
by the hand of Nature, and ¢ ndge of
the Hooxy Mouniauns may be named i
offering « convergent, natural and ever-
asting boundary. In plantng the seed of
a new power on. toge Western Coamst, It
should pe well ungerstood that when
strong enocugh to tske care of itself the
new Government should separate from
the Mother Empre as a child separates
[rom the parent. You think this is look-
ing far inwo the future It i not. Within
& cenfury from this day a population
greater than that of the present United
Statea will exist on the weat side of the
Rocky Mountaline,

“‘But the question now before us s,
Shall we exccute the Treaty of Ghent
expel the Britlsh fram the Columbia, per- |
fect our title and take possession of the
country? What fise shall then be made
of It Is to be settied later. But on one
point there should be no doubt—the peo-
ple of the United States will nelther be '
tricked por bullled ocut of this terrltory,
nar suffer a momarchical power to grow
upon L.

“The manly gpeech of Benton fell upen |
dull eams. The repor: of Major Long had
dane lta work. That magnificent stretch
of rolling pra‘vie which lles betwesn Mise
souri and Jowa on the east and the Rocky
Mountaing on the west, and extends from |
Texas to our northern frontler—a region ,
now cut up into elght statee, supporiinzg
& populntion of mere than 5000000, dotted
with towns and citles five of which may
each boast of more nhabitants than any
eity in the Un‘on In 7635; a land of wheat
fiells and corn fels and mines and
ranches—was condemnes as a wilderness, !
over “which buffaloes and Indlans mich!
raam, bui on which civilized man could
Bnd po habltation. With puch a dewert
barrier between the Staten and Cregon,
it seemad idle te the to give any

j the

1 that
; country dra'ned by the Mississippi: that

, Convention,

| temant

which boats might deacend to the maln
stream, they and the Calumbia should for-
ever be open to the people of poth coun-
triea: that the people of nelther nation
should thenceforth make settlemaents in the
territory of tho other. and thar settle-
ments already made in the domain of one
nation by the clitigens or subjects of the
other should be held by them for ten years)
under the old agreement of joint occupa-
tion, and no longer. 7o this the British
represeniativen repled that they must
bave the north bank of the Columbla and
the right of navigating that river to and
from the sen, but that they were willing
ta comcede to the United States a de-
tached plece of country on the Paclfic and
the Stralt of Juan de Fuca. stretching
from Bullfineh Harbor to Hood's Canal.

“Mr. Gallatin based the clalms of the
United States on the purchase of Louls-
jana in 1862, and the acquisition by this
means of titles of France to the country:
on the Spanich treaty of 1512 and the ac-
quisition by this means of the titles of
Spaln above 42 deg.: on the d'scovery of
the mouth of the Columbia by Captain
Gray In 172 on the exploration of the re-
fion by Lewis and Clark: on the setile-
moent at Astoria In 1511 on the v'rtual rec-
ognition of American title by Great Brit-
ain In the restoratiofi of the Astorla fur
iIn 1M8;: and on contigulty, a doctrine al-
ways maintained by Great Britaln, Tf
mald he, some trading factories on the
Fhores of Hudaon Bay offered her gronnd
for asserting an excinslve right to cecu-
pancy as far as the Rocky Mountalns, If
Infart wettlementa on our Aftantlc
Coast onee Just'fiad her In clatming all the
continent tn the South Sea, and of enfore-
ing 1t to the Misslasinpl, the presence nof
mililons of American citizens already with-
In reach of the Pacific cannot certalnly
be refected.

“To th'c the British negotiators replied,
and the reply war sound and conciusive,
the Provines of Loulsiana was the

the rexion drained by the Columbia had
never bean A nart of It: that It had never

| belonged to France: that. admitting 't kad

been part of Lauis'ana, the ression of

French territory west of the Misslesippl |

ta Rpaln In Y92 had mergsd all title In
Snaln, and, this be'ng the ecame, Captain
Gray hod discovered a river and Lewls
and Clark had explored and Astor planted
8 pottlement in A country already helong-
ing to Rpain. Tt was only by mcknrwi-
odging the reglon to he the property of no
nation that the United States could deriva
titles from discovery and exnlaration and
wettlament,. Having thua dlanosed of the
French elnims. the Britlah plamipatenti-
aries declared that the clalme of Spain be-
rause af discovery prior to 1T% were -
tlle and vizionary. and cut off by the Noot-
ke Convention of that year between her
and Great Britaln: that the rights de-
rived by the United States abhove 42 deg..
under the Spanish treaty of 1813 wers
such a= Bpaln possessed after the Neootka
and mnone other: and that
these were to trade and settle In that re-
gion and to naviente !ta waters In com-

| mon with Great Britain.

Rights of the United States.

“*The walld cla!m of our country to the
Oregon region rested on discovery, explor-
ation énd settlement. To this Great Brit-
ain replied, in the first place. that Liey
Meares, of the Roral Navy, en-
tered the Columbla four years before Cap-
taln Gray, but admitted that Gray was
the first to discover that the bay formed
by the disgcharge of the waters of the
Columbia Iato the Pacific was the outlel
of » great river; In the second place,

deg. 40 min., for occupancy by military
force, for the erection of a fort, for a port
of entry, and donat'ons of land to set-
tierm But the discussion had not gome
far when a motion was made to strike out
all after the enacting claugp and insert,
instend, sectiona giving ¢ President
power to bulld forts And garrison them, to
send out an expadition to explore the
country, and to extend the jurisdiction of
the Unlted StAtes over Oregon as to olitl-
gena of the Unlon,

Oregon Little Understood.

“The debate which followed riehly de-
#erves 10 Do rend, as a fins lLiustration
of how little the men of tnat day under-
stood the marvelous growth of Loeir coun-
try, which in less taan 2) yeéars was Lo
found two stales in tne region they did not
think worth having. ‘Now, wnat will
be e consequences,” sald a member from
Missour:, ‘suppos.ng we pass this bill
and give & social existence (o the coun-
try? vonsder where the reglon s, From
the Atluntic to the Missour! s 1800 miles.
From the mouth of the Missouri to the
head of navigation is 250 more.
there & the rugged and almost impassable
belt of the Rocky Mountains, while be-
tween the Missour! and the Pacific, save
& &irip of culturable prairie not abhove 30
or 30 miles wide, the reglon Is waste and
sterile, o0 belier than the Desert of Sa-
hara, and quite as dangerous to crovs
Near the mountalins the ecountry s com-
pomed of rocky and stony ridges, dotied
with spots giving llfe to nothing but the
spruce, the hemiock, and trees of that
, description. Lower down, nearer the
coast, the soll, where there Is any. Is
formed of rotted pine leaves, and even
that s swept away by the flocds which
from time to time cover the land alang
the river banks. Today the extremity of
drought prevatls; tomorrow all exceps
the hilis are under water. It I8 my firm
bellef that I a settlement weryg made
and agriculture attemptad on any ecale
Inrge or small, the settlers would not re-
main two years. They could not sndure
tha incessant rain of four months' dura-
tion.

“'But supposs tha object of this bill ac-
! complishied. Suppose the Infant settle-
ment, fostered by the paternal cars of
Government. has grown into a vigorous
maturity. Doss any man imagine that
A brotherhood of affection, & community
of Interest, could bdind that distant and
solitary member of the family in the Far
West to thoss held together by the firm-
est of political tles in the EastT The
very name of the place Is exnressive of
its poverty and sterility, for it comes
from oregano, & word appliesd hr the
Spaniards to an herd resembiing penny-
royal and grow!ng near the coast.'

" "When,' sald a member from Tennrssse,
‘we contempliate the vast extent of i(he
! fertlle territors which spreads to the sast
. and sputh of the Rocky Mountaine, we may
; well be lad to wonder what can lead any
adventurer to seek the ‘nhospltable re-
| glons of Oregon, unless, indeed, he wishes
| to be & savage. At what period dao gen-
| themen suppose the populatian of this
{ happr Republic will have Miled up the
{ fnir and fertile territory within cur pres-
ent Imite? At what distant day will the
pursuits of agriculture and the train of
. the mechnnle arta have taken full pomes-
‘linn of thizx Immenee region? That day
ils so distant that no gentleman of" the
| most prolific m'nd can ever look forward
to it. Not even within the reach of fancy
its=1lf ean the advocates of this bl paint
out the time when Oregon Territory will
have to be organized. But it is sald
that If we do not take posiession some

Then !

Oregon, that It ever will form part and

ter, a country without Umber and withant
water. a country wholly unfit for the oc-
cupation of civilized man, while ahove
and beyond it the mountains year their
snowy and !mpassable tops, many hun-
drods of fest higher thas the summits of
the Councfl Blufte. They stand itke a Chi-
nese wall, and must forever and effectual-
Iy sudrd us from all attacks from that
quarter, Should any forelgn power ever
he 5o senseléiss ns to take poewcasion of
Oregon, &he can never injure the Unfted
States on that side.
Bryanite Argument.

* "Aut gupposs it pomatble to settle such
a country. The next step wlll be to or-
ganize it into a territory, pnd then you
will be called on to turn this territory
Into & state. And what them? M can
be but a few years before such a mate
must of Its own welght fall off from this
Confederacy. You have no practiceal meant
to connect such & etate with the rest
of the Republle, No Delegate or Ronre-
sentative can come thence to thia Hoawe
and return within a twelvemanth, ILet b's
journey averages 35 miles & day, and it will
take Him 3B dayw to come here and g0
back. His mileage will amount to nearly
$4000, and be pald him for no other serv-
fee than traveling. No, sir, let those
restlens spirite who camnot be content to
cultivate their native »oil, l&t such be.
Ings go to Oregon, but let them go at
thelir own riak.’

“Twenty years from the day on which
this speech wars made, a Delesnte from
the Territory of Oregon was sitling (o the
Houre of Representatives.

“*There were, however, others .more
hopeful. ‘It s a mistaks' said one, ‘10
suppose that Oregon could never hedome
& part of the Confederacy. 1 belleve Lhe
Stony Mountains In time will be passed
with a= much ease as tho Alleghenles now
are. The !mprovements of the age re
move the obstacles imposed by Slatance
snd Nature. Twenty years aince, & man
who predictsd thar a voyame from New
Orleans to Louisvilla would be made In
elzht dars. as it rew b, would have been
thought nsane, Then a journey from the
Atlantle to the Dhio Rver was a greal
and hasardouns underiaking. Now [t moay
be madn over a corxfortable road In three
days.” Others Aeclnred Oregon was not the
denare waste the opponents of the bill had
tepresented. but a fertlla and healthful
rezion, wall watered and wooded, and to
make pood thelr asssertions, auoted at
length from the writings of Vancouver
Lewls and Clark, Humbolt, Mr. Prevost,
whn reeedved the wurrender of Astoria
Major Brooka. who had often vis'ted the
Coast, and Franchers, a French Canadian
am! a member of the firet, party sent out
by Mr. Astor in 1810, But the bellef thas
Orexon was of Iittle Importance, that 1t
could nog hecome a state In the Uniom,
and that to oreanize It am a terrilory of
goread over it the Jawn of the United
States would be a viciation of the Con-
vention of 1817, prevalled. and in the end
the House refured to order the bill to &
third reading. a vots which amounted to
rejection.™

WOMEN IN THE CHURCHES.

St. Paul Quoted to Show His Ap-
praval of Their Minlstry.
VANOOUVER, Wash.,, May M. —(To the

Editor.)—The morning papers announce
that ut the Methodist General Conferetice
yeiterday “amid tremendous spplanse the
motion to substitute the words ‘luy mem-
bers,' In section 1 and § of the constitu-
tion was adopted.” This was the last
point in dispute-in thes report on the or-
ganlc law of the church, and after a shorn
debate the report. of the commitiee as
amended wans adopted by more than the
necessary three-fourths vote. The <con-
stitution as approved will now go te the
1Mth annual conference for approval”

As the action of the Meihodist General
Conference fa ons of those consplouous
milestomes on the way of human progress
which every lover of righteousness and
truth must rejoice to sea,’ [ would urge
women everywhere to hoid a jubllee over
the event. The Fourth of July would be
a very appropriate day for such a cele-
bration. Let the women of our countr:
gather together In every city,
village, and give expression to thelr ap-
preciation of the just and righteous ac-
tlon &f this great religlous body,

We rejolce that the leaders of Methodiem
are willing to follow the example of Paul
who, when he wrote that masterpiece of
il his writings, from Corinth to the
Pomans, and seat it by Phebe “servant of
the church, in Cenchrea.” sald, "I com-
mend unto you Phebe our sister, which ls
a ssrvant of the church; that ye re-
cefve her In the Lord as becometh saints,
and that ye assist hes In whatsbever
huslness she hath nesd of you™
dsntly Pheba was not juss then a **
at home.,"” or she would no. ba
off on a journey to Rome on church bus.
ness,

Paul appreciated the labors of tha early
Christinn women, or he would not ha
taken time to rFay that Priacills
“known and loved of all the churches fo
her minlsimations.” Had she been sirievy
confined within the sphers assigned 1o
women by the modern church, her “mn-
Istrations” would not have been esa his
spolten of, Let us rejoice that the Phe
and Priscillas of the modern church nre
to be permitted (o go about their Father's
business unhindered and unhampercd
fhe man-made mles and customs wnlch
have so long prevented the spread of the
gospel of Christ

We regard this amendmant permitting
womenrepresentatives a4t the General Con-
ference as one of the greatest events of
the times. God speed the day when woman
thall enjoy rights and privileges, political-
ly as well s rel'glously.

MARIA L. TRENHOLEN-HIDDEN,
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Woodchucks.
Hi. Nichojaa
The wondchuck's appa2tite makes him

and Interesting ways make him the Jd&-
light of every f[armer's boy. If we dig
him out of his home In the Winter, we
shal] find what appears to he o [fcothall
covered with fur. Let us take him In by
the warm fire In the farmhouse, and sson
he will wake up, but In sach a drowsy
way as tot to be frightened. Befors long
he will roll up and go to sleep again.
He ls the soundast of the Winter slesp-
erm. The gray squirrel “sleaps’’ (hiber-
nates, [t s really) only in the cold=sz
weather, the chipmunk sleeps more, bhul
awakes from time o time f{or a nibhie
at his sinre of nuts; bhut the woodchuck
sleeps continually for about six months.
In the middle and Ints Summer he lives
alone, and for a large part of the time
sits perfectly still at the mouth of his
hole. The sclentific peopls name him
Arctomys monax. Thore of you who have
commenced to study ancient tongues know
that monax means mMonk. §o6 you soa
grown-up people have thelr fancles whet
they say In this scientific name that this
Iz the bear-mouse monk.

While woodchuck» are not rapld run.
nera It s very difffeunit catch them
for they ususlly go but a litle way (rom
the hole, and Keep a sharp watch to see
If say one Is coming. Someilmes the
farmer's boys dig out the whols family
of woodchucks In the Spring. John Bur-
roughs tells In “"Riverbs” an interestisg
story ahout fesding mli'k to young wo
chucks, and sayn that they would hold a
spoon In their little, ahinlng black paws;
and in “Pepacton™ bs tells how the farm

dog Cuff outwitted an old woodehuck

of our Government. It seems to | t

town and |

the pingue of every [armer, and his queer !
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GAGE ON THE JAP

SECRETARY OF THREASIRY RE-
PORTS ON RECENT IMMIGRATION.

by Commissl
hip O tew, and Cer-
tain Desire for Cheap Labor.

of

—_—

WASHINOTON, May 21.—The Secretary
of the Treasury bas submitted to Com-
| Rrepn the following report on Japaness
| tmmigration ot fhe Pacife Coast: 4

“1. have to Inform you that the Infor-
mation requesied In sald resoiution, or M
much thereof as (s In the possession of the
bureaw, appears for the fscal years 159
and 189 in the annual reports of the
bireau and In the files of thia office up to
the 1st day of May of the current FOAY,
from whick the following arrivais of Jap=
anese mmigrants sppear for the imes
Indicated: 1588, I230; 159, 31386, and for the
| 10 months ending April M, 1900, THHL

“These figures indicate the number of
thase only who have come directly to the
United Bi3tes. and do notl embrace (he
yery larges number (how many the burean
has no power (o determine) who are des-
tined ostensibiy to the Dominion of Can-
ada, End mest of whom, It is belleved, ul-
timately enter the Unlied States on the
Northwest Caoadian border.

“In view of the fact that the recommaen-
dations contalned in the annual Teports
0! the bureau for several yeara past. to
tha effeot that exclusive ports of entry
for immigrants should oe establiiahed at
the principal polnts on the boundary Hne
between the United States and Canada,
have not hesn adopted, there is no means
at the command of the bureau to elther
inapect or keep a record of !mmigraats
entering aloeng sald border: but the large
number of Japaness engaged In construcs-
tion work In the Western states ani
territories confirms the Impression above
expresoed that the bulk of those profess.
Ing to be destined to Canada ultimately
reach this couniry. é

“With reference to the probabilities as
to such Immigration for the ensuing year,
this, agnin, !s a sublect upon which the
bureau can only conjecture In general
terms, from the steady Increase of such
arrivals and the commoen rumor which
reaches -the burean from tme to time
through its officials on the Paclfic Coast,
that there will be & large Increwse In such
Immigration.

“Respecting the examination of Japan-
ese |mmigrants the same precauticns
are observed to avold violations of the
alten contract iabor and Immigration laws
as are npow Im use at the !mmigrant sta-
tions slong the Atlantie Coast, and the
nttitude of the Immigration officials along
the Puecllilc Const |s perhaps one of sven
greater jealousy for the imterests of the
Isborers of this country than that which
is displayed at the Eastérn !mmigration
stations, for the reuson that™such im-
migration of a totally allen race and one
as well whose language and habits are
Hitle understood in this country, renders
additlonal precauticn necessary.

=*The bureau doex not feel, howewer,
ihat under preva'ling conditlons the dif-
ficultles presented by the Influx of Orien-
tals can be as easily met for varfous
reaxons, chief among which may be men-
tioned the fact that Japanese Intarpreters
are very difficult to secure, few Deing
iamillar with the language except those
who are themse.ves mambera of that race,
whoss sympathies are naturally enlisted In
behalf of thelr countrymesn eather than
In favor of the enforcement of the laws
Intended for the protectior of the cliigens
and instftutions of this country,

“Elghteen months ago, s a result of
the Increase of this class of immigrants, a
special officer was detatled to visit Japan,
whiare he spent several moenths investl-
mgating the Ind ements to this Incresse of
immigration by a race which therstafors
had exhibited noe desire to comes to this
counicy In large numbera, The report of
this officer expressed the opinlon that such
Immigration was fostered by & number of
socleties, among whose members were
found Japaness subjects high in political
and poelal ilfe. and that®the occasion of
the orxanization of such socleties, whille
cstensibly for the purpose of furnishing
pasaports to such subjeci= of the Mikado
Es desired to come to this country, and to
inmure that only such as were admissible
under the laws of the United States should
embark for the purpase of lemporary or
permanent seftlement hers, the trus oe-
caplon wns the large profit derived from
comm'ssions pald either direcily by the
Immigrants or through the agency of the
steamehip lines, The report referred to
Is now in the hands of the Houss of Rep-
rezentatives, where it was referred In re-
aponse to & remolotion dated May 10, 1900,

“The burenu desires further to report
that it has, from time to time, had rea-
son to belleve that the (nflux of Japanesa
immigranis was due to some extent (o the
solfcliations of citizens of this country
who desired to avall themselves of cheap-
er Inbor than could be se ¢d here, and
hat attempted by making speclal investi-
Eatlons to substaniiate this opinlon, but
thus far, owing partly to the impossibility
of securing reliahie Interpréters, and In
part to the |ndirectniess of the methods
ndopied In securing such Iabor, its efforts
| have been frultl
¢t YWn the pa few weeks, In view of

the reporis In the publlc press gnd from
| other sources, of & #illl greater Increase
in the naar futuyre of the kind of !mmi-
gration gnder consideration, the bureau
has detailed Speeinl Immigrant Iospector
Robert Watchorn to proc to the prin-
cipal Paclfie ports. dncluding Vancouver

ml Vicloria, B #5'6#% 44 such other

rin as the Rebfss of the mission
may require, to make a full investigation
of the gubject and a full report of his
Mndings. This report, upon lts receipt, If
in your judgment consistent with the in-
terests involved, will he a
rrefds and to such person
terested In Japaness lmmig

Rats exterminated a ¢
dogs In Lincoln Park, C

¢ of 48 praicia
ngo,

THE SIMPLEST CURE FOR INDI-
GESTION.

As Well na the Safest and Chenpest.

The new medienl dlscovery, Stuart's
Dyepepala Tablets, digest the food instend
of! making the worn-out stomach do all
the work, give it & much-needed rest,
and a cure of dyspepsin is the natural
result

You get nourishment and rest at the
same time because these Tablets will
thoroughly digest all wholesome food
taken into the stomach whether the stom-
ach works or not. A cure is certaln to pe-
anlt heczuse the di-cer] OGFERnA  are
glven A chance to rest and recover their
natural vigor and tone. The Tablets are
then no longer required

To show the manner In which the rem-
ady acts on peopie and how
quickiy and effactunlly It eures stomach
troubles, we present a {few recent cases

Mr. J. O. Wondly, of Paoria, TIL , writes:
I was unable to eat anything bu: the
plainest food, snd eyen that often dl=-
tressed me. but wincs using ona box of
Stuart’s Dyspepsia Tablets, I can eat any-
thing and everything 1 want

Mra Samuel Kepple, of Girty., Pa.,
writea: T have bean antirely, relleved of
my stomnch troubles by your Tablets. [
suffered thres years with sour stomach
and gas at night. I am thankful for
them.

Mrs. A. E. Bowen, Barpard, Vi, writes:
T think Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets are
the best thing for dyspepsia [ ever toni.
I will recommend them 1o any one trou-
biad an had as | was,

Siuart's Dyspeain Tablets will not dis-
appaint because they cure dyspepsia sure-
Iy and Instingly by causing the food to be
properly aasimiiated, and cure consatipa-
tlon by producing the proper guantity of
bile. and sold by all druggists at & cents
per package.




