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Large Jurisdiction.

The XNorth Paclfie Conference i= one
with a large jJurisdiction. It includes all
thut portlon of Oregon and Was hington
west of the Cascndes, and Britsh Colum-
bla. Originally the t tory of the con-
ference uded the whole of Oregon and
Washington A time came when |1 was
decided to ndd Britlsh Columbia: Enst-
ern Oregon and Eanstorn Washington were
a chod, and with them was included

Western 1daho. The new mibdivision was

Eiven the name of the Upper Columbla
Conference

The first session of the North Paclfie
Conference was held at Walla Walln,
Wash.. October 5-28, 157i—nearly a qua~
tor of & century ago—and which marks the
1 begloning of the work of the Sev-
en I Adventists In this fleld. The
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looks for wviolent physical exhibitions. or
expecis to hear shouts from excited con-
veris, he will be disappointed. It s not an
effort that s made to soquire converwa by
appesiing directly to their emotions, hai
Prevadle. A deep. earnest study of the
Scriptures, the presentation of bibileal
reasons Why It is betier (o eschew xin and
Tollow the teachings of the humbie Nnga-
rene—that is the Sevepth-Day Adventists’
L A

Withount atlempiing to present any
argument either for or agains. the meth-
ogs of converslon these peor:s employ,
saffice It to say that thelr labors are ap-
parently mot im wvaln, and that Iz the
harvest of soule the resuits they achieve
compare favorably with those accom-
plished by otber sects. 8o conatantly, so
fervently do these people study their Bi-
bies that there !s po religlous organiza-
tlon, unies @t may be the Quakers, which
poSseases 4 more accurate knowiedge of
Scripture than they,

Not All Vegetariana,
It is often the custom, when speaking
of an Adveniist, 10 make the term synon-
omous with that of a vegetarian, This ls

Bot wholly correct. There are plenty of
vVegetariars whq are not Adventists, and
all Adventists do nol entirely eschew an-
Imal foods. It !s true that, as & class,
they ume wery Nttle animal food, or food
made from animal products. Very many,
however, do entlrely abstain from these
thinge. A few partake sparingly of milk,
butter and cheese. This rule of Aletetics
@ not based upon religious scruples at
all. As one Adventist sald:

"We who abstaln from animal food do
0 hecauss we belleve It s not beast
adapted to human needs, From = careful
study of the subject, we are pretty thor-
oughly convinced that the perpetustion of
many diseastes o due entirely to animal
foods, We belleve that In fruits and nuts

nutriment we require. This question of
diet, though, Is something for each per-
son to decide for himself™

A brief meference to some of the Ad-
ventlsts' tenets may he of Iaterest. They
bellove in the assured second coming or
advent of Christ. The Seventh Day Ad-
ventists should not be confused with the
First Day Adventista. The former, from
their construction of Seripture, econsider
Saturdsy the proper day for worship. In
this they agree with the Jews. The Firat
Day Adventists observe the Sabbath day
in common with other Christian denomi-
nationa

Then, agaln, there is a very Important
difference Between these two divisions of
Adventists, in the mattar of bellef as to
when the end of the word shail come.
Everybody knows that the Millerites in
1B set a date, and have dome ao ocoar
=tonally since. Ascension robes were Ppra-
parad, people gave away thelr property
and made all things ready to take thelr
fight to beaven, but thus far all thelr
predictions have failed. The Seventh Day
Adventist has not attempted to pry so
far inte the Inscrutable and unknowable
future Indeed he belleves in foldowing
the teaching of Christ—' The day and boyr
no man knoweth” To him the worda of
St Matthew, xxiv:B-3 are all-sufficlent:
‘3. And aguin shall the abomination
of desolation, spoken of by Dacnlel, the
prophet, be fulfillsd.

“M. And immedlately after the tribue
lation of those days the sufi shall be
darkened. and the moon shak not give

&pd gralns there are all the elements ofher light, and the stars sball fall from

beaven shall be shaken."
Agaln, Christ sald in the ¥ih
verse: “Although the days will come
that heaven and earth ahall pass away,
yet my word shall not pass away, but all
shall be fulfilled.™
When did open-alr religious meetings
originate”™ These gatharings, like every-
thing else. had a beginning somewhers.
History shows that the anclent Drulds, In
Britain, were wont to gather under their
rugged oaks to observe thelr peculinr
forms of worship. This fact reaches back
into a dim and hoary past. Probably the
most notable open-alr mesting in Chris.
tian annals was that held by Jesus Christ
himsalf, when he deliversd his Sermon on
the Mount of Ollver. The lofty sentiments
then uttered have thundered down through
1% centuries, and found an echo In the
hearts of well-nigh countless miilions. The
messages of love and peace he there gave
to humanity are still boarjng frult. and
will probably do so untfl the end of time.
The first campmeeting in Amerfca was
held on the banks of the Muddy River. ot
Russellviile, Ky., in August, 17%—a hun-
dred and one years agn. There were two
brothem, John and Willlam Mr:ﬂee_/.bolh
preachers, with whom the idea originated.
John was a Methodist; Willlam, & Pres
byterian. They lived In Eastern Tennes-
see. What then constituted the United

was & weird and fascinating ploture.
Gathered about the pulplt, elther stand.
ing or seated upon rudely made benches,
the congregation Hstened In reverential
allence to tos sermon. Then came the ex-
hortation. It was the clarion eall to ae-
tion, the rousing force, the electric thrill
that awoke the slumbering soul to active
T It fol) d the sermon as a
storm follows the sileat, though porten-
toua clouds. Inspired by an intense ear-
nestness, the exhorter called upon his
listeners to come to God. The hour of de-
liverance was at bhand! The doom of
eternal death, with all its horrors and
agonies wos before them!
Vehement Oratory.

“Hls volce grew shrill and plercing In
Its utterance of awful warnings, His
whole body trembled with emotion. Now
ralsing hi=» arms to Heaven and invoking
the mercy of the Almighty, and now ex-
tending them to the people, tmplo:-
Ing cries, he became ever more carnest
and more vehement. His woice thrilled
with eocstatic fervency. Now dying
away to a whisper and then bursting
forth with thundering and tempestuous
energy, It Emote the hearts of his listen-
ers, and, like reeds before a storm, they
bent beneath the fury of his impassioned
eloquenoce.

“Suddenly a plercing scream broke In
upon the voloe of the preacher. A wom-
an, with hair disheveled, sprang up from
the congregation, shrisking and throwing
her arms about In a wild delirfum of
emotion and, In a moment o two, sank to
the earth, with tumulivous soba Others
quickiy followed with similar outbursts
of overwrought feeling®s. The excitement
became infectious An overpowering

Was cnce a campmeeting of colored pegs
ple in progress. An old darky “mammy™
obiaiped her mistress’ permission to age
tand. Afterward, in describing the preachs
er, Aunt Dinah, with up-rolled eyes. said:

*“1 heerd him las’ Sunday night, an’ he's

powerful—dat's so. He tell'd us 'bout
de judegment day till 1 falrly 'spected to
hear Gabriel toot ebery minit. An' he
teil'd ob de lake ob fire, an' us cumbrous
timmer as what'll be cut down an’ slung
in, Il T fes" heerd de flames a-crackin’
‘hnd a mighty blg rock, or clar up de

dry leabes. An' he done sald how none ob |

us could hide out o' de wuy in dat turrls
ble time, but whareber wo's at, plum
'hind a mighty big rock. or clar up re
furdest mounting, w='ll hear de Lawd's
driber blowin" his horn, loud as thunder,
An’ he'll take de whole raft ob us wid &
come-quick to de Lawd In glory, or de
debbil in hell.*

Campmeetings are popular south of Ma-
sont und Dixon's line. The one at which
Aunt Dinah’s “powsrful” preacher held
fortk some # years AgC. presents a typo
of all In the Sunny South. Tents ars
erected of every size and color. Tha
more pretentioue are of white cotton
sheets, while for the humbler omes tats
tered bed quilis serve the purpose. It ls
Bear the hour of supper. The appotizing
odor of frying bacon floats In the alr, and
the hoecakes are browning In the ashes
From & near-by spring several old darkies
are “toting” waler. About the eamping
grounds are numerous mangy-looking curs
and troops of children. Mingled with the
blacks are sundry representatives of the
“whalte trash™ who are sul generis. At
the e=veral stalls provisions and whisky
and tobacco are procurable Men and
women cluster about the campfires, smok-

Btates, on the frontlers, was in a most
Inwless state. This wna the direct effect
of the elght terrible years of the Revo-
lutlon, bringing with them an aftermath of
wickedness. The skepticl=m of Valtaire
and Thomas Paine rcet with ready adop-
tion among the Irresponsible classes and
othera.

The two brothers started out on foot
B evangels, to scatier abroad the dogmas
of the Christian faith. From bhoute to
houge they tramped on thelr self-tmposed
mlsslon. At length, they reached Russell.
ville. A Presbyterlan Church there was
holding a sacramental measion. The Me-
Gees took a leading part. So powerful
And eloguent were the words of the el
der brother, John, that the people flocked
to hear him from many miles around. At
length, the lttle church ¢ould no longer
bold the assembiage, and all adjourned to
the grove on the river banks. A rude
platform was erccted on the grounds at
the center of the clearing. for the preach-
ere. The people erected tents and put ep
housks of branches for temporary shelter,
while some slept in thelr wagons.

Impreaanliveness of Scene.

There was something In the natural
setting of the scene that caused the elo.
quent words of the preachers to fall,
with adged emphasis, Inwo the listening
eara. Those who were present feit thems-
selves drawn “near to Nature's heart™
The winds sung a tender symphony
through the leafy branches, The softly
fiswing waters of the river and the trills
of the birds added to the melody. Con-
verstons were numerous. In a day or two
a regular order of exercises wnx evolved.
In the moming, & trumpet blast awakesned
the campers. A sacond blast eaused all o
bend the knee, in the meclusion of their
tents, and a third summoned all to s pub-
e gathering for prayers Then came
breakfast. Throughout the day wservicas
were held, every three or four hours A
sermon, exhortations to the unregenerate
and the singing of hymns marked the
services,

Clifford Howard, = contributor to the
Ladles’ Home Journal vividly describes
the first campineeling scene In America
John McGes, whose rude oratory was
truly remarkable. wa® addressing the
gathering at the evenlng meeting. Mr.
Howard says:

“Iluminated with lanterns and candles
and blazing pine knots, the scené at night
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fores took posscssion of the gathering.”

Campinestings were by no means con-
fined to America. They were Introduced
into. England, in 180, by Lorenzo Dow.
The Presbyterians abandoned the  ldea
early. The Methodists retained and de-
veloped If. In many localities, they ‘hQ.\»e
purchased permanent camping grounds
and erexted bulldings to mecommodats
campers. The Wesieyan conference dis-
approved of the institution. This led o
A division In the ranks of Methodism
and caused the formation of the sect
known as Primittve Methodlste Other
scote followsd in their footsteps and adopt-
ed the practice of holding campmeetings.
The names of Whisple and Blss. Dwight
L. Moody, Ira D Sankey, Sam Jonea and
others of

ihe mors famous evsnerl'='n
and singers are on the rall of thoss wha
have performed leiding parts at such
Eatherings and which after oll. are only
revivals on a large scale, held out of
doors. The Spirituaiiste [n varings spo.

tlons of the country,

kold annual camp-
meetings.

Hysterionl Religlon.
Humar nature s the same today that
it was 100 vears ago, and the scenes &
vividly deplated by Clifford Howard, os

having occurred at the first American
campmeeting, are to be wiltpessed at
meetinae for opt-door worship In many

par's of this broad land of ours, In this
Iast year of the century. At these gath-
erings, the frenzled - particlpants find
MARY WaYSE (o express thelr overwrought
feclings. Who has not seen some of {hem
Ilying unconselous upon the ground? Bome
crawl and moan In anguish. To the eves
of others, the pulpit around which they
flock, fs but another throme of grace on
earth. It Is to tham the Mecca of pencs,
the asylum of rofuge for thelr aln-weary
souls,

While some, with tear-stained faces. im-
plore God for mercy and lorglveness. anon
mingling with the babe! of discordant
sounds there comes the volce of a singer.
Others, In their hysteria, Blve way to
Inughter. It I strange how thin Is that
inwvisible boundary wall b tween grief and
merriment! Very often those who are
able to resist the tmpulse to shout, or
sing, or mean, glve way to muscular ne-
tion. They twitch: they wave their arms:
they lenp and dance and go through all
sorts of involuntary ealistherics. Not a
few, 4driven by thelr delirlum, exhanst
themselves by wildly running to and fro
Bome go downrieht mpd and help 1o fil
our Insane ssylums. To those wha cin
successfully resist the mysterious power
that causcs the others to thus
themselves, thers 8 an clement
tesque judicrousness about such
tions

The American negro, especially the ecol-
ored brother of the South, Is an emotlonal
Individual. Porbaps traces of his sho-
riginal superstition serve Lo popularize
the campmesting |dea with him. The re
lizious fervor which finds expression at
hiz gatherings, the average white man
cannot entirely comprehend or appreci-
ate, unless he be of the wildly emotion
sort himself. Occaslonally white people
lose self-control at campmestings, but, as
a rule, they are loss susceptible than the
colored brethren. When they do give way
to the influence of “the power,” thelr be-
bavior is quite as absurd as that of their
co-rellgionists.

“The power"

demean
of gro-
exhibl.

s merely & specles of

nerve-exaitation. Other Influences than
religion may produce it, and often do.
In Teunessee, “befo’ de wah™ there

Ing cob pipes In the semi-darkness, or pro=
Jecting streams of tobaces julce upon the
gEround.

Nature's Temple,

Reaching skyward stand the tall trees
like pillars supporting the star-gemmed,
agure dome of this temple of nature. The
cpward curve of the branches, with their
dari-gresn folinge, forms arches far above.
Here and there, through the gathering
shadows, the blazing pine-knot torches,
moving restlessly about, !Hluminate the
picture. The light Aashes, reflected from
the ebon-hued faces, discover a grotesque
Beena,

The blast of a horn @ heard—the signal
for the evening service to begin—and all
Tush to helr ewats of rough planks. The
smull toys find conmvenient perches astride
the bracches of the ftrees. The old
white-wooled preacher utters a feeling

prayver. As hls fervent sentiments are
echoed In the'= hearts, his hearers groan,
“Amens” are heard In every direction,

from deepest bers or barftone to clarion
trebles.  Eeveranl of the more enthoainstie
ehout, “Pralse de Lawd!™ Then comes
the rrand chorus of 590 volces:

Whar now Is de good o' Daniel? hish il

Whar pow Is de good of" Danlel? o S8 |
Whar cow In de good ol Danlel? + i | |
Bafe In de promised land. & L

A Darkey Melody.
Five verses of the hymn are sung with

that inimitable sweetness of malody chur-

ncteristic of the race. Perhaps thesa
negro melodies reach hack to the home
of the mce (n the Dark Continent. It
was there the fabled Memnon murmured
sweet sounds at eunrise, in the olden time,
Perhaps the pecullar music of the Amerl-
can pegro is but the reawakening strains
of Memnon now. The revival and-camp-
mecting ecnge of the negro s muaic in-
digenous to the United Statea. Even the
most critical admit the beautiea of thelr
rude compositions. Mention of a few will
suffice. “‘Steal Away to Jesus,” “Swing
Low, Bweet Chariot.” “Nobody Knows the
Trouble 1 Bee, Lord,” “We'll Camp a Lit-
tle While in the Wilderness™ are all ex-
cellent examplea

The prencher now begins his discourse,
He tells of his conversion. His eager lat-
anars catch the words :

The Discourse.

“An’ brethren, you *n I koow that ‘ca-
elonally, ef not oftener, I'se been de un-
der-dog In de fight. Many's de lammin®
I'se took from de debbhil. But when he
had de bes” of It, an' I was jo= ready to
gib In beat, de Lawd reached out de
han’, sn' I up an® at Bim agin. . . .
Bime-by, when de en' come, den de fire
an’ de brimstone storm cotch yer, OB,
sinners! what yer goin’ to do den? De
Lawd am waltin' for yer now. Come, sin-
ner, comea!"

His appenl ¥ not In valn. A mulatto

giri leaps to her feet in frenzy. 3She
shricks and waves her arms, then falls
to earth. Bhe has the “power.” The
elder women gather about her. In a fow

moments she revives and stands up. Then
she begine to sing. This is a signal for
& peneral outburst. The mighty chorus
Me= away. The preacher's face s wet
with tears. He points heaverrwurd His
very silence s clogquent. A moment thus
be stands, while the awed multitude gases,
then downward drops his arm.  Another
sheaf has been garnered in the divine har.
vest of souls

Thus was It in the Bouthland 4 yeazs
agu; Tus s X today




