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Synopsis of Preceding Chapters.

Five years befors the ocuthreak of the ivil
War, love of adventure, hatred of slavery and
the desire to help my friend OGeirge Wesper,
e me, Charies Dradiey, s civili enginesr of
Alnispas County, Loulsiamn 10 becotne an
agent of the underground milroad. Wesner

yoong slave, Lucy, belonging to the Coverley
plarist

pecret love mateh followed, which progressed
well until Coverley propossed 1o sell Lusy o
his a0 and Tefused to snll her to anyons sise
Wesner became desperste 1 agreed to help
ko steal Lucy, and went ¢ New York o
arrange =ith the anti-slavery society for Lhe
care of sny slaves we could bring North e
turning boma, I securs & boat snd supplies
locate & rrefug® SLELCD &1 Iy Wooul cRmup, sV
ernl mfles up the river, and lay out & safe and
spcret touts from the mooth of the White
River, to our yard Wesner and 1 pul
up & estore building oDear home. ‘whers,
w avald all suspicion, -e CATTY an
a genernl mermbandise Lusiness In a few
days Wesnnr ctarts the first batch of Cowver-
InF's sipver, including ¥y, for the XNerth,
and fmimediately & ssmrch party ls sentl out
Uniler olever disgulses Weosner pyades tha pur-
syrre. The wentige s sgoosssful. Wesner re-
turns and tel's me his adventures.
(Copyright, 1900, by F. A Cummings.)
CHAPTER XL

“fve miles above us was a lttie village
Below ithere was no seftlement for o num-
ber of miles; to the west stretched = for-
ot We b 8 meoure skeiter about &
mile from the bayou, and cumoed, feeling
perfectly secure. Wid turkeys and deer
were plenty, and the river, not a milia
awny, swarmed with fish.  The weather
was delighiful, and for & week we stayed
hWere and Tested It was a prolonged plc-
nic, and | never enjoyed mysel! more than
1 aid that week Care 1 banighed by
gheer force of will, and enjoyed myself
the rest, lstesing to the plamiation
es and songe
. those people think and feel decp-
mre briutes among them, yel
» true hearts and brave

“All things mus: have an end, and so
did our Acadin. We were soon off agaln
on our tol'some pa=sage up the atream
it was might wvoys g, now for a few
above the scttirFmonts
y again we could iry

gt June W we entersd ths
ur canoes loaded and resdy
We tollad for 1S days and
} morning of June 15, we
were within 10 miles of the Arkansas,
where we must cross and enter the Whits
River chute. and as 1T was nol very well
scguainted wilth s navigation, we musg
perforce try It by daylight in the presence
of the enemy

“Most of the day we spent in dragging

our boats over n portage between the
Ianding-place ofi the bayou and the Ar-
kansan Eiver This was finaily scoom-
pitshed, although it was nearly moming
b re we were well over, as the carry

was muddy and the trall full of roots and
2t

“Whet: light enough 1

1o take a look st the

was ot

nt 10 the hank
r. the waler
pot very muddy.

Most of my an cemtervd op the White
rver; we could croes the Arkansas withe
out interruplion, | when we cama 1o
paddle up the White river past plantations
and settlements, it looked a Ifttie hassrd-
ous. However, there was no alterpative
but to ey L. 86 we luy dormant all day
oql the banks of the Arkansas Abour €|
o'clock ¥, M. we shoved off boldly amd
abajsd our cou for the mouth of the
White River chute. DBy dark we were
well down, and at § P, M. our canoes
were pushing thelr noses inte the chute (a
little passage from ome sStream 10 an-
oiher),

“We passed the town of White River
and the few ntations scattersd along
the bank daylizht we had mowlc
N milen dangerous portion
andl were ommpe or the day a few
miles fram the east bhank of the stream

1 was b d aslesp; by the =un It was

near i o'cliock . M. when a startled ox- |

clamation from Lemuel X whio was
on watch, brought me to my feet, Not 3
foet from me. rifle In band stood two
men. Arkansas was stamp=d upan thelr
festures, n thelr ¢yes sald « t. For
ant my heart almost wil bent-
noxt moment 1 v Im and
Uil WM WerY
FUBAWAY
coon dogs

‘Phll, here’s a bo-

belleve you are
1 mre upring
New York—
know.”

¥
=
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trouble coming, the
crowd saying

in tnelr
very wool

1 of the ¢ nnd eypress

@ davs W willerness would

F AanY man'p gentes ppear 1
T s woald not do h

il

e the negroes as of no account,
1 kept thelr eves fastensd on me
from the momeni they percelved I was

“Lem and Dbed were ereeping sowly De-
hind them. The stranger ealied Phil con-
tinuonsly fingered the trigger of his rifle
with hi= Mack eyes never for an instant
waverng ! their stemdy stare as he
watched my m

“RKarsas, Ba . repeated T slowly
Just here Obed stumhbied; at the nolse
Phil's evyes for an instant lef: ming: he
bad I $erkeod both revolvers from my
belt and coversd them.

" "Hande up, my lads: 1 have the drep
o you™

“1 spoke sowly, bt not very lond, but
silemt, forefhle argument sas of-

All four Arkansas pnws went into

and the rin nd from Phil's
hand as he excl ‘Downed by =
| aslon 10 my sup-

lem and Obed were

and they were securely boynd
h our capture? It was impossi.
them to starve; we dd not
ta commil Aeliberate munder
not by take them with us.

I thought of the only feasihle
plan, short of death, and Mnding them
sufely, we carried them 1o an old woni-
yard o few miles below and tied them to a
e, advizing them o patlently walt a
passing steamer, Iraving them with the
amurnncs that ane migh: be along the
next dny, [ gfterwar? learned they paas-d
& couple of nights ‘here before beiag Nh-
etated, the firmt ateamer taking no motice
of thelr orien

"At dovk we apaln staried, bending all
Our energics 10 In~rease the distance be-

nii
| badinage. bhe oried ont ‘AU right, old

the morning when we made fast sl
the wharf boat 1 quistly mmustered my
- - party, walked ashors. chatted with the
“Perhure you be from Kansas™ agaln | S=ptain a while, and told him that I should
| take a St Louls steammer from there

long swell th
the smooth lev
the cinzual obeerver, This swell s cov-
ered by a growth of oak, chestnut and
walnut trees that GElott had sot out on
taking possession of the cialm

troubie enotugh. T™What rhould |

| tween Gurselves and the prisoners. At
| daylight nex: morning we were at least

& miles up the river and agaln encamped
for the day.

“In addition to smakes, coon dogw, biood-
hounds, - alligntors, swamp mosquitoes,

| mud and Arkansas plkes to say #othing
bad Deen nursed through the smallpox by &

of Snelder and the AltoKADAS WAITIOTS, We

| here met another epemy that nearly
He discovered facts which proved |
that Lucy was white apd of good family. A

frightened the negroes Lo death and gave
me the chills for a weelt

*The next moming wufter leaving the
prisoners we sncamped beside the stream
where the banks were high. We draggad
our boats into the woods and going back
& ahort distance from the bank. selocted
our eamping place. About 4 o'clock In the
afternuon there came the most unearthiy
yell from the woods back of us—one pro-
longed shriek. rising like the howllng of
the wind through the cordage of & ship,
and dyiug away lke the sobbing of a
chlid. I was lying on my back about
hal! aslecp. Aw this unearthly shriek
wallea through the trees i1 brought me to
my feel. I had mever heard the like be-
fore. The negroes were terrified. They
thought the devil] had come lo punish
them for running away.

" "What's dat? What dat™ Pharo askad

“Old Mose's wife replled, ‘sounds Hke
& baby, may bas a chile laat in dese woods'

“Aguln, stlll noarer, we could hear the
bushes crack.

“Obed spoke ‘IU's & panther! quick,
the rifles!”

“Mine lay near Obed. He salved It but
mistrusting his own marksmanship,
brought It to me, taking lia revoiver
from his belt,

"We ecould hear the cresture coming
nearer, every moment. 1! had ceassd
to shriek and only uttered at intesrvals
a ecat-like growl We had Jeft the shel-
ter of the tent and gathered together In

| & litle open wpace o few yarde dlstant

Near us was a large uprooted cotton-
wond fallen sand lylng at an angle of
perhaps 20 degrees. To the top of this
the beast made a kap and stood In full
view; ‘there’s your baby.” sald Mese 1o
hiz wifo, He wus a magnificent aight
a8 he moved his tall from sde to side
and tore the bark from the tree with
his clawn. He crouched to spring, Bring-

[mg my rifle 10 my shoulder and taking

dellbernte alm at his broad breast |
puiled the trigger. With o shriek he left
the Lree, apringing wildly into the alr,
und janded on his fest close to us Al
though wounded., he had leaped at least
2 feet Into the alr, and was 30 from the
trese, and still capable of making a dos-
parats flght. Obed sprang close to the
wounded heast and opened upon him with
his revolver, the firet shot destroying the
sight of one eye. Hilnded by the shot
and with the blood gushing from the mg-
gad bullet hols In his hreast. the tortured
brute sprang mvagely toward the EToup
Cng blow from his powerful paw stripped
the sieaves Prom Pharo's jacket. the red
binod following the sharp claws through
the clear cutm made In his arm. The
poor megToe sereamed from (error  and
pain. Obed gave the panther anolher
shot. Snepping =t the wound In his side
he endeavored to tear It with his fm-
mense teeth. Tt was his last struggle
For ome moment he writhed In ARORY.
and in another lay dead at the fest of
the negro.

“We bound wp the wound In Phare's
arm, removed the panther's widn nnd con.
tinued our journey, tuking the skin with
us as a trophy ™

CHAPTER XIT.

“Two weeks later we arrived st Brud-
ley's yard It wns night when we
reached the house. Before us, shimmec-
Ing In the meoniight, rolled the hroad
Mimdaningd. My dusky travelers shouted

| with Joy at the sight off the great wators

for the derkest portion of thelr Journey
had ended. 1 intended to take the firat
Loulsville frelght bomt on which would
b= few passengers fToept ourselves,
“Monday moming T went below to Bax-

ter's landing, arranging with Moore 10
egnnl to him If all was right. 1 waited
& day or two at the landing for the

p—

mer. Finzlly a Loueville steamer
(the James Tucker) came along, She
war about what I wanted, s T stepjed

on hoard. When w= arrived at the wood-

yard Moore wae at the landing witk the
negrocs: he d=ilverod them, ostentatious-
ly taking my receipts, and we wepe off
It was seldom thal a pariy of negroes
wrre carried North, and 1 expectsd some

questions would be asked but there wers
none, 80 [ kept quist, voluntesring no Ly-
| formation. 1 had arranged with Moore

that he shoul take the naxt passsnger

steamer that came along, land at Calro
and thers makes arrangements to e=crele

oir people (now numbering IH unl we
ould dellver them to the agent His
ections were ta lelegraph to Mr. Ent-
sale a2 New York.

"The next day th

magnificent steatmar

Uncle Sam jeassed ue. She wosé a St
Louia boat. but tourhed ar Cairo. Moore
|sat on deck =moking serenely., As the
boat pasesd, | saw him take out his

dikecchie? and wipe his faoce. As about
the passenpers bhalled us with some

fellow, I'll meet you at Calro”
“No questions were aeked me on board

| the steamer. There were fow (0 nsk
them, as we were the only passengens

1 rmoked and read maoet of the time until
we arrived 2t Calro. It was 3 o'clock In
ngslde

“NMoore wmn walling with a covered

wngon. Imto this he hurried the whole
party. jumped on the sea!, and iaking
the reina, urged the honse at a mitling
mate through the binck mud of the prairis
road. At £ o'clock we brought up at
George Gillott's (Entwissle's agent), to |
whom Moore wasl ordered to report. 'We
| hore found the most perfect arman

merdles. One hundred persons could have
boen sceretsd =0 closcly that the keenyst
dotectives woald sesrn

1 for them {n valn,
It at the foot of n
rizen s0 gradually from
ad to be unnoticed by

“The house i» bul

“The hill = exeavated, and In It & reom

20x@, and at least elght feet high, 12 oomn-

| structed, ventfialed by sn Ingenious ar-
rangement of lags bored and so cut as to
reprosent hollow stomps, a very wiss As-
ception In case the woods were scrp {nteed
too olopely A pipe running undor the
ground communiontes with his kitehen
chimney, and the =moke from the chim-
ney can attract no attention. The en.
| trance %o this yoom s through the kitchen
and | wall, carefully hidden from ohservation.
There is o mode of egress nover ased ox-
cept In cases of emergency. and known
only to Glilott. whereby the occupants
could eacape at the rear of the cave This
room was conrtrucied at the exponse of
the Anti-Blavery Soclety. who sent work.
men from New York Three monihs were
spen! in its construrtion, the earth from
the excavation being evenly distributed
along the road reaning past the house
Glilott Informed me that b= had at ane
time a party of negroes concealed for
three weeks in that room.

“The bouse bas been watched by the

Sheriffs; In fact, Giliott s always uader

suspicion.

“At one time A negTo wWaa seen to enter
the house. Two days later the place wis
searched by the Eheriffa from Calro,
alded by the owner of the negroes. Ficd.
ing nothing they left; but thelr presence
had tsught Gillott 10 be careful, and he
alss watehed Two of thelr number
dropped oul and concealed themsslves
in the wooda about the house.

“These two were nover lost sight of,
elther Gillott or his men always shadow-
ing them until the last negro had been
smuggied away. Evervihing went on
about the farm as usual; the sloves were
taken care of, Gillot! has bheen searched
a pumber of times. but besides the furni-
tere, nothing more suspicious than the
bare walls of an Ilinols kitchen sver re-
wardad the efforts of the Sheriffs. The
depot of the U. G. L. R remains undis-
covered

“Mr. Entwissle was to have been hers

India trade, & brig called the Millard
Filimore, hailiog from the Island of Santa
Cruz. The captain [ had kmown in the
days of “auld lang syme.” but of this' |
fart Wesner was lgnorant Ihmlnell'

the African coast, |

&0, had seen him oo the deck of a slaver,

1 wrote to Mr. Entwisale about the brig, |
By a curious colncidence, some of the |
active members of the anti-slavery so-
clety in New York owmed an Interest in
this vessel.

Mr. Entwissle, having a thorough un-
derstanding with the captaln, immed)-
#tely chartered her, promising a return

following letter from him:
“New York, Aug, § 185.—Messra. Brad.
ley & Wemer: Yours recelved. I have

cargo of cotton and sugar. I received the [

chartered the brig Millard Fillmore for |

Berwicks Bay and return. The captain fa |
fully informed in regard to the voyage,
and I have laft all preparations with him,

Bhe will sall about the Iith, and it will |

take 20 or 3 days for the voyage. Yours |
respectfullyy 8. ENTWISSLE"™
We immediately made arrangements for

ogr return cargo of cotion and sugar; thls |

was oaslly done. Next for the llvesiock.

that waz a more serfous matter, and far |

from easy. The Fllimors was to recelve
her return cargo at Frankils, 3 miles
from Brashear. Plantations lined the
hanks of the bayou Teche from Frankiln
w New Iberia, and the stream was
spanned by a number of bridges. Upon
the east alde, opposite, and a short dis-
tance below where the brig would lay,
we formed a ahelter suitable for our pur-
pase, should we be obliged to Keep many
people for a day or two.

We supposed the brig would be searched,

That search cust be made after the |

slaves wers missed, butl before they wers
on board the Fililmore; therefore they
musi ba concealed while It was golng on,
This undortaking was very dangerous,
but our love of adventure was aroused,
and there were large gains in prospect,
Before azy move was made we musi
select some place for a rendesvous nof

to' test the efcacy of my
. " -

the peopls In this section
He had Inclosed about six acres of the roil-
Ing prairie, surrounding it with a fence
of close paling six feet or more in he'ght,

whitenesn,

gravel; the broad-leaved china trees
in luxuriance along the side of the
driveway, while rows of orange and lemon
trees weTe Dinnted beside the befs of
eolens, varlegated geranfums and other
| beautiful piants, that never oceased
hicom In our mild cllmate. The whole
| place bore evidence of reflnement and
l The mansion-house wag A large two-
storied structure, high in the walls and

AND UPF THE BAYOU

hefore wes arrived. but was deleyed one

and talled with the rofuzees, he was #vi-
dently satisfled: he pald over the money
and congratulnted me upon the sucosasful
lssue of my scheme. but thouxh: we had
both run & grent risk Well, so did 1
*“l 1ald my plans for Lecy's foture be-
fore Mra. Qillott, and she recommended
that first 1 ahowuld place her In the hands
of & dressmaker, as, however becoming
her plantation wardrobe might be In my
eyes. it would attract undue attention at
a ladles’ boarding school. Yieldicg to my
eolicitationn, A==, Glllott agreed o ascam-
pany us to Chicago and sslect a proper
outfit. 1 bade = long farewel to the rest
of the party. leaving them with Gillott,
upon whom all responsibillly now mestad,
nnd started the next day with Lucy und
Mrx. Gilloty for Chicageo Lucy was, by
the way, arrayed In a very beooming sul:

belonging 1o that lady We dld not ven. |

ture to take the train at Calro, but rode to
s station 3 miles béyond Mr. Glilott
drove us over, and we arrived an hour he-
fore train time,

As the traln drew near 1 felt apprehens-
ive that these might be some United Stat-p
officer anboard who would suspert us but
If such a person was on hoard we did not
attract his notice, and sunk Into the car

aeal unnoticed an the other Dassengers

“Mra Qlllott entersd first, lLucy {o'-

lowed, 1 brought up the rear, clutching
the butt of my siz-shootirr, and s aling
myselif behind the two women. Lacy,

who saw a milroad for the first time,
showed no signs of curiosity, earnesily
gazing at the scenery as we roliel alone.
“We arrived In Chicago without m's
hap, remalnsd there for a week, and when
I left for Boston, I was accompanied by
A Indy arrayed In one of the moat fash-
ionable travellng sults in vogue, and whops
wanirobe, hesides numervis travelng
bags, filled one of the jargest trunks that
Chicago could produce,

“We arrived in Bowion, saw Bunker
Hill and heard Wendeall Phillips lecture.
whereupon ] mnde wp my mind thag 1

| was the betier aboiftionist of the two. I

plnced Lucy at school in Andover, and
am now here for the next move.”
CHAFTER XIIL

We were well satisfled with our frst
venture, and determined to make another.
The excitement arislng from the escape
of Coverly's negroes had abated and was
almost forgotten by the time Geoarge got
back home. It was rarely spoken of: peo-
ple generally came to the concluasion that
the runnways had periahed in the swampa
No man suspocted, as we moved among
our neighbore, that thelr companions and
friends were t(wo pald and accredited
agents of the Under Ground Rallroad.

Lucy was free and George was Bappy:
he was a silent man, reldom mentioning
her name, and I asked no gquestions re-
garding hes: I knew he wrote her long
letters under cover of some person In
Philadeiphia: she never wrote to him m
reply.

Pusiness was good with us; we had the
confldence of the surrcunding population,
and deal: heavily in cotton; sugar we
stidom meddled wilh.

It was my turn to take ithe next lot te
the North: George had arranged with Ma-
son to be at the rendesvous the st of
August, and had written Moore to start
Obed along.

We grew bolder sa time pasxsed, and we
remalbed unsuspected. Night after nignt
when business was over we dJdiscussed
ways and means. Another sxpedition by
the waterwayn back of the levees was
Impracticable; the water was too low. 4§
fact, many of the iittle cut-offs and
sireams we had used were now Ary,

It was our Intemtion to take a large
pumber and try a different route Like
most speculators, we grew baolder wilh

Fuccesr,

Brashear City s situated at the mouth
of the Atchafalaya River, and was the
western terminur of the New Orleans &
Oppeiousas Rallroad. This road connect.
ed with o iine of steamers for Galveaton

and Western Texas. The president of the

road had been Norh during the Summer,
and purchased n jot of irom and other
rafiroad material 1 &5 not remember tha
quantily, but the cargo was to be dis.
charged st Brashear City. An extension
of this rond was in process of construc-
tion along the west bank of the Teche
townrd Oppelousas. The Information with
regard to this cease we obtained from
some Malne men who bad charge of the
grading. This cargn was awalting ship-
ment In New Tork There waa at ibe
time, engaged in the Now York and Wes!

! =0 far from the brig but that the distance
day. When he did come, and had resn |

WE WENT, W ARILY WATCHING.

-

could bs poavsed between 10 o'clock at
night and § the mext morning: It ought
not to be more than 15 miles distant.

The movement fully decided upon, these
was no procrastination. Flret, we visited
our rendeEvoos, Everything was o8
George had left It

The month of August is usually hot In
the Attakapas coutitry. This year war
no excepilon. In the swamp the vegeta.
tion falrly steamed with missma, No
permon, except It be A negro, could lve
there for a week, and we were really
afrald It would affect them. Each morn.
Ing a thick. heavy fog crept over the
treetons, wrapplng them in a blanket of
chilly dampness. One could almost see
fever and ague, Hke buzsards, roosting
on the Hmba.

We conld not hesitate—our quota for
the Flimore muost be forthcoming The
Insanity of auccems was puvhing us on
We cared lttle for obstacles. Coverly
bhad repleniahed his stock. 1 wished to
paes bim by, but George, who hated him
bitterly, would not listen to me. He said
Coverly was no Jew, but he would exam-
Ine his door posts, and unless he maw
traces of the angel's visit, he should not
ketp the feast of the Pomsover, with his
ocansent.

Raymond's was anocther [solated planta-
tiom. Him we assessed for as many as
ponxible,

About ¥ miles from our place Hved two
brothers by the name of Wealls, These
twpn men owned M0 negroes, and were
bard mastere. Wae conéluded to draw on
them for the rest, for as many as might
be. How could we do this and not be sus
pecied? Easély, for it only required a lit-
tle shrewdness and some nerve, perhaps
pluck would be the betier word The
work must be done and the darkles spir-
Ited away before the brig was at Frank-
lin,

CHAFPTER XIV.

One moming before daylight. dlsguised
ar & French peddler, T steppad briakly
from Bradiey & Wesner's store. The ped-
dler's beard was Jong and tinged with
gray. Hiz hair was the same. One leg
wans clightly bent, and be walked with a
decided limp. Om his back he hore one of
Lhose nondeseript packs, a0 oflen carried
by the peddiers with which the Scuthwest
wes Infested In those daym In the pack
were needies and plos, ribbons and jaces,
shawis, combs and all sorts of knieck-
kuncks for the negro trade, for, poor and
wretched as they were, they always pos-
sessed a few dimes to spend for finery.
Most masters allowsd their help to keep
A few hens, and from the sale of the egga
and chickens, quite & sum pould he ralsed
by the more providest. Some masters
gave out a certain stint, as 1t was called,
and pald for overwork. This stint was
usually A good day's work, and was only a
saving of an oversedr's wages to the mas-
Ler,

My disgulze was perfect. My eoyobrows
wore colored. My halr artistically dyed,
wrinkles In my cheeks and Indeed
throughout 1 would have been an honor
to the detective service, If disgulse were
all one needed to make & firpt-class detos-
tive.

I wasa perfect in the patois of the
country {(a specles of nondescript French,
caled Acadian). In pure Frenck [ was
an adept. and was also au falt In the ne-
gvo slang that had been incorporated In
both forms of French as well as In the
Exngllsh language

These acquirements I used to the best
of my ability In our business, but ss a
general thing that was conducted in Eng-
M

It a Frenchman came along who could
not understand Eagllah, 1 gave him
French for his French: these acrompliad-
ments would be of great value to me, and
I had no doubt of my success as a Ded-
dier. 1 could alao converse In at isast
three of the negro dislects used on the
West Coast of Africa, a Enowisdge which
I had acquired during my residence there,
a fact of which George Wesnor was en-
tirely ignorant.

I walked slowly along the road toward
Raymond's. Now and then I would meet
with & horseman Jjoggieg along on his
pony. Most of them | knew., These usuals
ly passed me with an Indifferent stare
The pack was heavy, the day was hot
and the road dusty. The sweat steod In
drops on my face, and my Inclination to
rest 1 frequently gratified,

Toward poon I met a gentieman of my
acqualntance with whom [ was quite in-
Hmaie, Now, I thought, would be a good

very airy. On two mides man a plazza.
A brosd hall extended entirely through
from side to alde,
| whose open doors the Summer Dreeze,
freah from the prairie, cooled .the sultry

A short distance from the main house

but constructed after the same

The chimneys,
meoat Eouthern houses, were outside.
roofs of the plazaas and the houses also
were painted & brick red.

On the right of the entrance leading to
them were the negro quarters, situated
upon elther side of a wide strest The
bulldings were small, one-story cottages
These also had the cons
ventional plazza and a lean-to or fat-
roofed porch; attached 1o each was a small
kitchen garden, a few rods square.
yond the bullMings were the orchards and
vineyards, Intersected by narrow, grav-

For lrrigating.” Raymond had esunk twe
deep wells,” uaing for pumpling purposes a
windmill of his own construetion; thia
was visible for miles, and was a gulde to

This afternoon I was tired and not sorry
when the attending negro awung open thas
blg red gates and T had passed through
Hesiring that Raymond was In New Or-
leans, T passed directly to the oversesr’s
houss. he was In the fields, but his wife
and In thid isolated place
evan a peddier was welcome,

The crock of water hung suspended from
the celilng of the pinzza swathed In a
wet cloth to keep (ts contents cool.

Aaking her for a drink of water, [ aopanad
ck and dlsplayed my wares
loved to talk, and I lad the conver.
sxtion, shaping my questions so &s to lead
her to talk about the fleld hands. She,
as well as her hurband, whose fiame was
Eversty James, wers both from Maszsa

Mrs. James dislliked negroes,. and those
on this plantation she
hated. We were busily eng
versation when her husband entered. 1
made arrangements for my supper and
iodging with him, and what was of more
obtained permission
to trade with the negroes, some of whom
I had lvarned from Mrs, James were very
much dlssatisfied

Bob was lagy, Jo glex, Dick ugly, and
Dave wad the worst, and though
often whipped. would never give up.

“In shore.” sald Mro. James, “T beileve
bhe Is an obos man.™

An oboe man, In negro belief, in a ene.
cles of sorcerer or wizard.  The poor class
of whites, and, indeed. many quite intell-
gent planters, are bellovers In the guper-
natural powers of the obos man.

“Whsat Is that power?
I almoat belleve in It myself.
days [ would have hesliated before offend.
Ing an obde man. Call It mesmertam or
hypnotism, If you will, It cannot be de-
nled that the weird, uncanny power that
rules men's minds. that leads them to
loathe, fear, and obey, is possessed by the

Ignorarnce 18 easily Influenced by fear of
I know many over-
seers who dare not strike an obos man,
for {ear that the curse of a withered arm
will be lald upon him.

I once knew a gentleman, an able man,
liberally educated. wvery intelligent, and
an eloquent preacher of the gospel In
B vvert deorgin., Yet, with the sdvan-
taged of his education and readng to
eombat its ipfluence, he firmly belleved in
the oboe man, and feared his power. What
wonder theat the negro feared him!

Of courss this reputation gave Duve con-
tinual comtrol’ over his credulous coun-

Truth to tell

Night camme and the tired hands came
strageling home from the flelds It
noised about that a peddler was at the
overseer's house, and after wupper
thelr IMitle hoards
bite, pleayunes and quarters to exchange
for rings, comba, ribbons and all the Mt-
tio etceterns of a peddier's astock—the
cheap finery so dear to the negro's heart

Closely I watched—the oboe man came
had dec'ded to venture with.
It was iste when he jolned the throng.

A hom African, he had not forgoiten
his native tongue, nor had he forgolten
that he was pot always a slave.

2

of his tribe. It was the rallying cry of
. the siave hunter on the West Comst. H.
turnad to me. “Speak agaln white man'
he =mid: “it's many yeam sinds ! hegst
that toague.”

“Huh!™ 1 said: “meet me at midnight
In the old ginhouse™

Lfetime of alavery. That night when we
separated he had the feeling that he
wao & free man, and with his tarrible Con-
go onth, agreed to be at the forks of the
rond one week from that night, with 2 ot

In all our talking we had used nothing

but Weat Coast dialért. and If overheand
it would make no difference, for not a

word.  After the interview [ stole back
to bed at the overseer's and did not waka
until breakfast time. T felgned sick and
unadle to walk until about 2 P, M. when
I took the road back, traveled until dark,
pitehed the balance of my ware* into the
slough, and made my way to ths store,
eclnted and very much excited George
jaughed at ma took the cart and wen!
back to the slough, fished out the pack,
burnad whet was left and scatterad the
ashes, for, sald he: ‘TIf any of thesa
things are found near or in our store the
peopie will move the earth to find that
French peddier, and, If foond, it will be
very bad for that paddler.”

“To this T axreed.

“Now Brad.” sald George, "you are In
charye, what Is the next move?™'

“PDon’'t sk me, George: you have had

sxporience. BSupposs you take charge.”™

“Neo, 1T will be Lieutenant. By and by

youu will he jenlous, and sy to yoursslf,

‘Goorge Wesner ls running thia concern.
I wmnt vou to take this on your handa

I will be free enough with advice, only
you lead off.”

"Well"” I replied, “lel"'s walt untll one

week from tonlght. That will bring It

to Tuesday evening. Look at the alma-

pac and see If thers iz a moon'

“No—yes, mnon set® fen minutes past

0 P M. sid George. after diligently
consulting our almanacs.

“That's fine: by 12 1t will be dnrk, at 2
we will be there, aind by § we will be a

mile in the swamp. Let's go o bed on
that*

The next morning we wers up betimes,

and whon the firmt ocustomer straggled
along were ready for him. The week

wore awny as fast as weekn usually do,

and Tuesdny, the eventful night came at
last, ng It happened, cloudy but pleasant.

At 10 o'clock George, as a negro. and my-

aclf, 88 a pedidler, were lying under s live

oak shaded hy the long festoons of Span-
ish moss and closely hiddan from view.
This friendly tree was near the road, and
at no great distance from the forks.
Dave's instructlons were to strike d4!-

rectly toward New [beria across the pral-
rie, and stop under the tress befors reach-
ing the maln bayou road, keeplng as far

as possihle from the malm road The

bayou road was but lttle used, and the
road to Raymond’s acarcely any. The
main road to Opelousas might have some
belated travelers, but thers was a large

try travel and persons often trav-

ED-COUn
eled by might to avedd the hot sun. Dave
and his party must come out of the Cover-

Iy road (which was not muech hetter than
a rart track) quite mear our place of con.

ceaiment. and as the trees were some
d'stance apart, we could see them.

(To be continued.)

Causes Sentries to Go Mad.
Peering Into darkness or semi-darkness

while on sentry duty has a tendency to

oroduce a distortion of the vislon, which
mnkes of svery bush an enemy, and this
has in many cases, even so recently as the

Soudan campalgns, s0 affected the nerves

of men that they have bad a resuting
monomania as 1o eternally seelng various

crecping objeots,

Omne man In the Soudan, says the Phila-

deiphia Inquirer, saw every object of a

vivid crimson for soms months after belng
on outposi duty during an alnrm,  and he
was only cured with great difficuity. Gen-

ernl Hamley teils of sentries wha, on be-
ing relleved, yet stood stock still, Immovy-

able, speechless and staring fixediy Into
vacanay. In some coses, after the man
had been removed, this sort of fxity
would remaln for hours.

Great numbers of =oldlers In war time
have committed auicide or scoldentally

shot themselves, the cause often being

that they imagined they had lot some one

crmap pant them and had thus betrayed

thelr trust.
e —————

All the Elements of Suocens.

*“Your poem used? I should say not™
answered the editor.

“Would you give ma a criticism of 11T’

“Cortalinly., It's clumey and vulgar, snd
unspeakably idlotie.”

“Good!"™

“Good "

“Yes; sot It to music, and it will be-
coma & popular song. —Philadeiphia In-
quirer.

The real rough
," rider is the man
§ | who rides the river
with o twisting,
squirming for
a saddle, anh:hmh

ger st any minute when confronted by a
trifling . Heis unnerved,

This ition can be perfectly cured
by the use of Dr. Pierce’s Golden Med-
ical Discovery. It strengthens the stom-
ach, nourishes the nerves, and purifies
the blood. It contains no alcohol,
whisky or other intoxicant.

‘beouaee

THE PALATIAL

Not a dark office In the builaing)
SBbaclutely Sreproof; electric Hghts
and artesian water; perfect sanitn.
tion amd thorough ventilation. Ele.
vators run day and night.
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MEN—-NO CURE
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A% E—A& pusitive way to perfect manbood.
Everyiling eise falls The VACUUM TREAT-
WENT CURES yen without medicine f all
rervous or A\ of the § v organs,
such wa low* Tanhbood exbanming draine. varks
docele, mpotency. ete,  Men are gulckily e
wtored 10 perfect heaith and et b,

sorfhlen-
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