OREGONTAN, PORTLAND,

MAY 6, 1900.

Synopuls of Preceding Chapters.

Five years bafore the outbreak of the Civil
., love of sdventure, hatred of slavery and
my friend, George Wosper,
& civil enginesr of
County, Louisiane, to become an
mgent of the underground ruilrond. Wesner had
been nursed through the amalipox by a yosng
3. belnnging to the Ceverley planta-
He discoversd facts which proved that
Lucy was wilte und of good family
Jowvm matok followed, which progressed well
until Coverisy progosed
mon and refused

women and children.
apainat the low roof, and the wind sweep-

The rain beating
ing through the forest drowned the nolas
created by our entrance, andl th=y slept as
only negroes can sleep
1 could” stop but
, for T had thres miles t» go In a
heavy, ralnstorm, through swamp and for.
e=t, and alonpe. The night waes biack as
Ethiopia ftself, and [ was tired sand hun-

the dozire o help

, Charles Hradley, It was now nearly

"l:)n you know this gentieman, Lucy?’

to seil her to anvons elee

wns o tabie set and a steaming cup of

him steal Lucy. aod went 1o New York to ar- coffes for us—what & luxury at that mo-

Tange with the antl-slavery soclety for the care

of any alaves ws could bring Nerth FO'- words were exchahgvd

*“1 must returm before daylight,”
and rising from the table
wet cont and left

(Coprright, 19000, by F. A. Commings)

the cabin. George and
Lucy accompanied tme to the odge of the
water, and, wishing each other a mutua!

“gudspeed,” with one hearty hand-grip
for success, I waa alone.

Holding my compass In my hand, and
opening the slide of my Inntern, 1 mad:
the bost pomsible time toward the horses,
left omn an old abandoned

ond, unused for yemma
it was never used sxcopt to hagl outl ship
timber one Winter by some Northern ship.
| This road ran nearly at right
angles with my course, and shaping that
strike it betwesn the
the atream, | kept on. and in
leax than an hour remched {1 about one
fourth of & mile below the horses
o'clock both horses were stabled ot
store and weil rubbed down.
down for a few hours’ rest. and when the
first customers for the day apprared was
| ready for busicese,

Inquirijes were made curing the
my Invarizbie an-
: “Gone north afier goods*™

Various surmises wers made as

CHAPTER IX.
iteslf inmto Spring
before our preparations for
it came slowily

mightly wualers no

50 as 10 be syure amn

|
i

tmplicit confidenc.
n Lucy's persunsive power
dny for George,
factor In keep-

ing them qulet
on selling goods,

them worth repoating
had been walching Perry's swamp, con-
and as the negroes
within 16 miles of
war no particular harm

break in our every-day e
living over a mine linble ol

« negroes that about

would send a guide day Bkew BIll eame

to the wtore, wild; bounced off his pony

and rushed In.
him beyond that - hed in

“0)4 Coverly has got track of his nig-

n:nm:rim: Wik mms\a:a-

where I told ‘em, They was In
Perry's awamp.”
*“What makes you think he has found

lith was dark and

‘cause, you see, T saw two nig-
Inxt come out
I follered ‘em a
they caught aight of me and
There @ zolng td be a big hunt to-
fellere nze to mewt here

morrer, all the

the ole swamp
and see If they are there. They must
be on this side of the bDayou."

menced 1o gathar. Thers weore about 36

called "Turkey-

a8 bucks, I1'I]l‘. !u]i of fun.
plenty of mrnJul-v
nr‘.d a good time :FF'FI’:]'}‘

Ar far negroes,

« 1= in the Turkey-paw Keniry, o

found, all right;

Comanthe on horse-

who afterward

fun-loving French-
elther one would risk his lfe for
all of the names 1

1 old bhlunderer, an
by 13 o'ciock every
plumd sober on the Sabdbbath, when
! to make up for & week's
‘Thll WAS n -hn:!!'-

Lo >r n: ﬂ - t lu—ml!:r"a.

boys were gathering walting

vgin untll they came,
that George had gone,
in an appeamnce,
A wholesome drend

He had sent wond
]Jrkr--v Q .I- -

I¥ck and mysslf were parsonally on

I mever admirjd him, bur
quarreled with him,
to he hunted for were
1 really wanted him
He came won-
with & palr of Mex-
lean spurs on hix hesle a brace of Colt's
calibre In his PRolsters
present MMotgun in his hand.
mounted arsensl

to take part in ¢t

under a sombrera hat.

L KFave I‘:lm the appoar-
ance of a formidable
aver r-ﬂu"‘lt‘ﬂ ¥,
«--n-rnz of & bul

ctowd for Perry's,

did you find the run-

caused &l the

of lttie huts b
and were at work. They went th a mil

f THek Coveriy's 1D

anld pet them before Aupust

| & axparnte reward of 8200 for Luey, dead

'ntH F had enlisted as & practical abo-
copecially noticed

Fapers, nor had 1 oared about them. but
o me wilh & emile + ¥
t r BppArent o me that the sywtesn
8o pleasant as
waS BOt much given 1o

ihe m=r were xigmber
lowr partition slept the :

moralizing in those days (I had seen the
negTo In his nallve country). and 4id not
waste much tlme phlloeophizing upon the
morality of American slavery. My am-
bition waa to get my partner and myself
well out of the affalr, .and well Into an-
other.

May 15 came the first pows fram Gearge.
The letter was wery brief, but enough
Here it l9:

“Calre, I, May 5, 18585 —Friend Bradiey:
Arrived here all right today. Have »sold
our colton to Eastern partles. Shall see
thern persormily, and not trumt to hro-
ke, WESNE!

That was encugh. for It told me they
were at Calro, and that he should ae-
company them bimself untll they were
mafe. A few days later [ received an-
other letter from some Interior town in
Hlinvis, relating to other business, There
was quite a crowd In ocur store when

my mail came, and as thls was frem
George, some of his friends began asking
questions abotit him. [ read the letier,

and” as there was nothing about the fugl-
tives In i1, I could not understand fts im-
porl. The Inst sentence read like thiy:

P. 8.—Have heen detalned by sickness;
had to see a physician. 1 am better, and

will resume my journey

This 1 dld oot quite understand, nnd 1
was doubly anxious

Ones &ay ™ot loog r..lcz-r 1 recelved a
telegraph dispateh forvasded by mafl
from Neow Orleirs. This was:

“Cotton sold, epot cash, no discouat”

I bremthed free: we were smfe for thia
Eme. 1 anxiously ewnlted my pariners
return, being very Impatient to hear the

particulars of his adventure. Where
overy day was fraught with peril and
any hour might bring the hunter or

Sheriff upon him, the mental straln muod

bave been wvery woaring, and 1 felt that’

conciuded that it wonld take at leaat four
mmmmywmmh~he
mme detance you anfl 1 4. in ten
“The lttle b!'u* Iding Into e Teche
Wns more thano banl full and was mow
mesely a deep sk In the cverflowed
swamp. Cur canoes were quite a distance
up the hrook bet ws had no diMcults tn
finding them, allhovieh there was soms
trouble in arranging the passengers. The
sm was Jow In the wrat before we began
to make our way towand the ayoun
“In the fimt ranos wis Lucy, together
with Pharmo—rather & thiek-hnaded, Hun-
Gering Anrky, afralfl of Mz own shadow—
Tom, Juck and moyeelf, T took the baw,
to Jark., who was quite o water man, 1
mve the stevn, telllng the others to keep

| 9l and wateh, hut pet move,

“I had my rifie And revolvers: npone

| of the others were armed, as 1 dared not

trnst them. Tn the other canoe were the
remominder of the partr In  charge of
Lemuel Mason, with old More In the wemn.
1 mave Lemwsl ome of my fistols 2nd
asked B If e conld use tt. He looked
m# straiek! In the eye

" “Tea #ir. and to kill. 1 am a free man,
ow: maybe I'l soon be a dead one, hut
Til rever. again Hye as anothsr man's

property,

“In cach boat were the provisions needed
for Its coenmant. Cantloning Temu#! not
to sdnrt untl]l our Boat was a few rola
mtirad. [ poshed Into the stupeish current,
heading the canoe toward the dayou,

" *Now for the morth,’ 1 whispored to
Lacy. ns I Moped my paddle and sent the
eannt over the water. On. on we went.
among the Sark cynress and cottomrwoads,
their overhanging branches touching the
water snd tevshing o canoe. The dip
of the paddle and the wwish of the
branches es we Faturbe! them in our pass-
age was all that broke thefawful slence.

Tt wan quite dark before wo rrached tha
waters of fhe Teohe, and tied un close
tmider the hank. wating for Lemuel and
Na corce, T wan tired with walting before
they fofned o=,

“As we shouM now have to  paddle
against the ecurrent, and must mabke a
notae, [ thousht ¥ bert fto walt uni! 0
o'clorek whetn we wers, for a short e
tance rhore ve an the banks of the bayms,
wa=e Lanrerd's nlantatlon, H'a negro
aunarisrs were quite pear the water's ades,
and the stream was Darrow st th
plare, It wa=s with o Hitle anxiety that [
drew near. Althought e nlehe wes dark

; Yot there mighd be fome ome around. or

e darvky Fahine. 1 spoke very safily
to Lemoed, and b angs] alongride, With
o leht cord T fastened both canoes to-

| Fether,

“'Now, my bor, sitrong but ansy': and
we moved slowly on past the house by
the quuriers unheard and unseen,

“rAR, what's that?

“Lemuel soppe~d his paddle.

“Hist! hist! It wak the Aip of & paddle
from up the river, and before we could

and will stick forever, "deed an' we will,
alr; “deed we willY

“1 calied old Mowe down. "Mose' sald
I: “\a It best to shoot these fellows or take
them mlong?

~“Mose did not hwmmtdtntm
Inciined (o be fright himaelf,
finally he stammered ¥ 7 mmllut
shoot "em. massa: lel's take "em along:
there's room enough In my canoce for one.’

“So I concluded rot to kill them, much
to their satisfaction. On further gquestion-
Ing I found ou: to whom they belonged.
They were Lanman's boys, and had been
up the bayou fshing., probabiy for chick.
ens, ay there were (wo then In the cande.
1 4 not ke to deprive Lanman of &
couple of his hands or rob him of ESO)
but, having ieft my consclence at home,
I certainly could not send them back. The
otily other resource was murder, and 1
thought on the whole | would be justified
In committing the theft. 1 therefore or-
dered the men shore to get thelr break-
fast.

“After breakfast, more trouble. Jim,
the youngest, had a wife at Lanman's,
and had told his story to the party. Lucy
had heard it, and her heart was touched.
She followed me to the boat. “Only obe
more, just one; we can crowd her In
somewhere. Just think, suppose I were
her, would you leave me?

" 'He must leave her sald I, for 1
knew enough about plantation negroes to
know that [t would be posting & hand-

Jﬂli to allow him to return.

“ ‘His wife's at Btephenson’s,” she re-
plied, ‘and cannot know of her husband's
absence. and laying hers a day be could
g=t her.

* ‘Laey, I replied, ‘you and Jim must
bear with disuppointment this time. If
Jim goes for his wife and gets her, the
whole country will be scoured, for it will
be known at once that they have runm
away., We shall run great risk of being
caught, and then what would become of
you and the reat? I shall run the canoce
into the bayou, upset it, and then Mr
Lanman will think he haa lost & couple
of niggera In the bayou. Next trip I will
take Jim's wife!l

“She sald no more. Jim felt bad to
think he was to ba kidnaped, dut he was
determined to make the best of every-
thing, and did not make much demon
stration. [ do not think he was quite
heartbroken. The canoe I took down to
the bayou that aftermoon and upset her,
and let her fNoat to tell the tale to Lan-
man that he was out a couple of niggers.
I reckon we may as well take our next
invoice from there. Obed, the other one,
was # years old. He had left a wife
and two little ones 1 years ago, In Louls-
ville, Ky. He had no loves to leave be-
hind. He is the devil's own. It was he
whom 1 paddied. I talked to him as 1

LUCY GAZED AT US A MOMENT AND GAVE HER HAND TO WESNER.

I was not doing my shars of the work.
I had been comparatively idle, although,
of courss, I was to share In the spolls.
The 2t of June 1T had business at the
town of Frankiin,
bonat janding when the boat arrived. Thore
were but few pamengemn uponn the upper
deck, but a= 1 glanc~! about. my evyes
reated on my friesdd Wesper, leaning over
the guands, smoking the never-absent
clgarotte.

smile of triumph rootad on his face as he
nodded to me.

“Got your bupzy. Brad™

“Yoo* 1 replied

e T will ride with you and et
my hageage po to New Town with the
poods. There e a heavy I(nvolce billed
there.™

n the ride home George mmfused to
talk

“The story,” sakl he, “ir a long obe.

1 kept & brief dlary of every important
occnTTonce :8 wh wont along. and alse
where we were atf the time T am tired
and pretty well fagwed out, and all 1

will my i that T rerelvad from the Antl-
Blavery Boclety just §59 for the venture
ard 340 meEre for exnpenses

“I thought George, von took To—eight
grown men and woenen and two chiidren.™

“8o I 414, hwt T preferred to bear Luey s
experees myeell”

“Where js shaT"

“1 placed her In & achool At Andover,
Mass., depostied S0 to her ereniil, pald a
vears board In mdvance and left her dord
in booke and stedy. Brad, vou would
tave been pleased, ecouk! you have seen
expresrion on the . of thoee
Tanker shoolmarme” when 1 Introduoced
to them. Rut there. ot us talk of
st Sing else untll T get rested, T have
a whole I'brary of adventure fo rejate.”

Adjoiiing our store wo had a little cot-
tage dullt, conta'ming two rooms, where
one arl sometimes both of uF oecastonsily
wlept. When Georpe was at homes he wsu
allr stooped here, as we Ald pot fee! mle

the

Lacy

1o lave our ritore and stock alone. It be-
iIng & croms-road slore, and na duildines
very mearl.
CHAPTER X.
It was late that =ight before we got

day buy

to bed, and the next WhE & Vers
one, our guads com
had 1o be taken oare

h-*'m we were sitled 'v'h Lo, g olf b =T

I’ was 8

took out hls

- m_.s‘ '.n’r:“ s ke

floor and

a0 neTYOus powd  /
] very well, alths e drowsy
cening.  Tromand waited for
Before sur war on my
| fret. Tacy aroumed the sieepers, and poom
| hreakfast wer rendr
wnn & white man now, a2nd Heeak-

Ahont § o'clock the sn
apd rlear, savsing the
=oeam tn arfer from e wel fallage In
smxh diree maspss thay It snuid
the roke, and thore was perfect
in our havirx a fire 1 dtrectod Fhe '\w-t
te e @ ‘hlg rr.r» ot of doote o dry our
¥ heer the people, for there In
nothing =o I"h{‘!'"' and eniiveéns one In ke
woods ae & He, brieht, cracaling five, and
our spirits rome with the sparks.

“A dox— peaple canpot maye = quistly

frved] br mywelf
came out hripht

and expoditiousy as two men, and 1.

o wae at the steam- |

His eyes sparkiod, and o quiet |

| whom 1 had introduced the paddle

i make l movemont, crash came & oanoe,

contalming two darkies retuming from a
chicken steal.

" 'HI, what ds? one crial

“A sweerp of my paddis and he lay In
the hottom of hés dugout: ancther mo-
ment and 1 had sprung indo his hoat and
had my hand upon h's pariner’s throat.

“*A word, a llsp, orxl you are a dead |

man!

*Jack.” T whispered move on, and you’
—to the darky [ had by the windpipe—
‘take that pnddle and follow. Not a l=pl
“He obeyed. [ examined the one to
He
was fumt eoming to his kensss Hia head
wins bleeding pretty badly. and his face
showed white mpote even in.the darkness.

*Thelr canoe was a small dugout about
15 feet Jomg. Stepping back towand the
storn, T motioned to tha fellow who war
padiling to go forvard and then ordered
tim to drag his companion Ioto the center
of the eance and let Mm lany there until
he recovered his senees.  He woe fright-
eoed clear through, but had the goed
senee tao obey

“ “Now, my boy, go forward: paddie for
somr [fe, and don't jet the dip of your
paddle be heard two feet from the canoce.’
T onderet, He was glad to obey, ard the
three canoes went soeeding by the planta.
tlon, apd in a few minutes were safe for
the night

“T hnd Interded ta reach the Ditle run-
aroumnd before daviight. 1f you reenilect,
that wae a fow miles ahove Lochen's, and
war the oaly plase (hat offered a safe
haven re the banka of the bayou were (00
thickly settled for us to atiempt to pass
them by dayleht

“] was hamnersd with my two pris.
onere, and, hugeing the east bank of the
Fream, o redonthled exestions to urge
ths rapoms forearnd,

“Thde bank was dimly outllned. and I
rould tell very nesriy whers we ware
We had made seven or elght miles. when
to my grantl oy, our canos rMn over
the buoy we had placed below the out-
iet. and In a few moments we were push-
ing our way throogh reeds and bushos
of the run-around, 1 did not try to g9
far, but halted both canoes a few rods
from the bayou, and walied for day-
Nght.

“The sky

had hegun to redden In the
Esst before we moved agnin. At sun-
tse we were a mile up the stream and
from obeorvalion. The two
wers fastened to bank, and [
remained azlone with » mprisoners In
the enplured canoe bor= gn sghore
huflt & Hettla frs, and goon the smell of
hot coffee and fried bacon told me that
thoy were well employed

“This branch. you wil
more af a natural dht
as it was not mors than

SpoHTe

nees the

feat wide

: 1
elght 1
p—perhaps four feet or more

ooking

t ¥ could

" my It-

L the sight r»’ it :‘-—-.- tarned a
clear pr*--'\n hiue nﬂ(l shook ilke an agus
=i “Well, ’-l'ﬂ' ‘1t will be
1y unpieasant Suty shoot you hoth
I dom't really Mke fo but I know
of no other way. [I'a = 1o the fres
siater with thess folks, and don't want
o have you o baek and s=t the whole
cotuntry after us, ap you would If we let
you po. Say. you chap with the oracked
head, drop your hand from your ull,
=1 you? I want a falr shot, for I Gon't
want! you (o be a long time dying, and

agaln. you w-n.'ll upwet the cnnoe If
icked much '

“ 0, masan

you

iet ue go por!, (oo! Lat us

‘tied up his head

«nt first about his past life

In a few min I

steml hoss or mule, din
back agmin. Dat's de way dem proples
work. Big lot ob munny & feller'd ol to
take ‘em, Bherif, he alter ‘em—aebber

“I was Dot particular as to who they
were; but If they wers horse thieves
wé were not lable to be followed by
them. Brad, It Ia hasd work paddling o
heavily loaded sanoe agsinst sven a siow
current. I was fast getting tired and
my handa wers bllstered so they bled It
was & rellef to me to know that Obed wos
good al that sort of engineering. 1 set-
thed down then and econcluded that my
particular forts lay in commanding the
expedition, and as commandar, of course,
I could not well be engineer. Tharefore,
I sat resignedily In the stern of the canoe
and kept a good lookout. By hard work
we made four milles an hour against the
ourrent. At miduight we pulied up for a
short time. ate a juncheon, and got well
rested. Twelve miles further would taka
ua to the mouth of A chute the course of
which was up the river. As It was too
small for steamers, and no person had
settled there, [ felt safe In attempting
1o make the passage by daylight. We
must enter before morning llght, how-
ever, or go ashore and Ixy Iz the woods
all day. We made every exertion and
before daylight had the good fortune to
enter the mouth of the chute A couple
of miles up and wa felt safs.

" Unioad, boys’ sald I, ‘and we will
rost and have our breakfnst, for here we
stay until 4 d'clock. Three short hours
will take us Into the barocu sgaln, and
then ook for trouble, for you will find
plenty of danger and scores of steamers’

“We landed and breakfast was soon un-
der way. Coffee, fresh fish and bacomn,
with a fow cakes of pllot bread—I: wus
n good, Square meal, and ravenously de-
voured by as bungry a set of runaways
aa ever left the sunny South, After
breakfast we lay down and slept soundly
untll 3 o'clock, when I aroused all hands
Hard bread and coffee, then off agaln cn
our uncertsin journey.

“I had calouintsd 1o strike the bayou
agaln about dark and as It was quite wids
at the mouth of the chute, wa would have
no difMeculty. The chances of any notice
being taken of us by pnssing steamers
were well In our favor. Usually they had
enough of thelr own business to attend to
and would not suspect us of being a ot
of runaways uniess news had besn spread
abroad that we were off for the North.
Of this thers waa no great danger unless,
an there is no teiegraph In the region, Tne
nows had just redched there. In that in.
stance, even, It would be very uniikely
that we wers canoelng our way to Canada,
but If we wers overhauled, we could not
answar, as the very fact of ‘raveling by

canoe and without baggage !n that steam.

boat country would be a dead giveaway.
"Three hundred milea of waler journey
lay before us. Bix dayw and nights car-
ried us 150 miles, without sign of danger,
At last T became careiess, and did not taks
the extra precautions nesded, and tiys
carclessness came very near costing us
dear, and ruining the whaole expedition.
“"One Sunday night 1 was sitting in the
storm of the canoe, perhaps M rods In
advapce of the other ane. Obed was In
the bow, dolng most of the labor. The
night was warm, and very pleasant, and
perhaps I got a Nttle drowsy my=elf. 1
know the rest were, for all hands were
nodding. I took the steering of the cance
after dark, for by that means I was sure
to be awake. We were closa to the bank:
in fact. quite under the overhanging
branches of the trees, when the largest al-
Hgator I ever saw ralced his head within
& foot of the gunwale of our canoe, and
snapped my paddie with hils ponderous
jaw. [ was awake enough than, Two of
my passengers screamed, and sprang to
the further side of the cance. 'The craft
never too stanch, carsened to the watler's
edge.
* "Don't move!" erfed I:
st you ara ‘gator meal,

‘far If we over-
every ome of

you—

“In less than 3 minute a dozen uxgly
heads broke the muddy water. and It
Seemed as If avery alligator in the bayou
had gathered around the hoat. I ordered
Lemuel to close his canos up quick. and he
€14, but I dare not attempt to transter
for fear of sinking his cance. Obed. un.
derstanding the altuation, kapt beating
the water with his paddie to frighten them
and keep them at bay: thus we got gur
bm: ashore, Inanded our wet and scared

was satisfied that he would be my right-

| hand man, next to Lemuel Mason, and
| without

these two, 1 should have had
great diflicuity in succeeding,

“Obed I left at the woodyand, and Lem-
url Mason i at New Orlehng now. 1
have been with them for weeks and
neither of them suspect who I am. To
Lemuel 1 gnve free papers as a protec-
tion If arrested. Him you can trust. He
is brave and cool

“lat's gee—1 was tying up Obed's head,
I belleve. After I had washed off the
blood so he could ent his breakfnst, I
sent him up to the fire, and .after he
had finlshed his coffes and bacon talked
te him awhile. He was rather retfeant
but I Anally
drew from him the fact that he had at-
tempted to run away from Kentucky,
been caught and brought back., whipped
neariy to death, and fAnally had killed
another negro set to watech him, and had
agaln escaped, but was retaken and final-
Iy sold Into Loulsiana as a punishment
He was very anxlous to get back to Ken-
tucky, not for any love of his former
hame, but in order that he might punish
his persecutors, His wife was a free
woman, as were his children. He hsd
heard nothing from them for years, and
old recollections had about fuded from
his mind, but he was Intelligent enough
to hate a siaveholder, and cared nothing
for his own life !f he could Injure him.

“1 sat down and explained my plan 1o
take this party through.' He waa, of
course, willing, for he had no other al-
ternative. The day wore aslowly away,
and about § P. M. we ate our supper, and
at dark e r: our little camp and moved
slowly up the branch. Ii was § o'clock
and quits dsrk, when pushing aside the
intervening bushes, we agaln entsred the
bayou and headed up the stream. This
was to be & night of extreme caution
and care, as we had three plantations and
one village to pasa. We must .travel 3
miles Defore we c¢ould maks our next
haven. Lack was ours the second night
for we mel nelther man nor steamer, a
boat was what we dreaded mosat on the
bayou — amd R was sunrise before wa
made our landing. The canoes wers
scarcely out of asight when around the
bend above us ahot a steamer. She passed
so pnear that the swish from her wheels
half filled one of our canoes as It lay
ciose under the banks, No fire that day—
i water, hard bread and raw bau.n
The sun was warm, bowever, and we slept
and watched by turna At dark we wame
off. Above Vermlillonville there was no

sieamer. [ Eept a sharp lookout for ths
mouth of the passage that led to the
Atchafalgya waters, but passed It In the

dark and had to lay by the mnext day.
Thus one was was lost

“I dared not put one of our canvas
canoes on the hayou, so we waded and
foundersd alongside, hunting for the pas-
suge, and found It about three miles be-
low.

Ax soon as night shut down we entersd
it, and after numerous difficulties and two
or thres wetting=, were ont the upper wal-
eta of the Atchafalaya.

“Wo hnd mads but a mile or two when,
rounding a short bend in tha river, we
al:most ran Into & cance containing four
men. They tock no nolice of us.  Prob
ably they had no suspiclon of meeting
runaway oiggers at night on the Atchafa-
mye. 1 held my breath In suspense as
they gilded by, and my hand clutched the
stock of my revolver. [ dld not wanl

go! W-'llrurktor:wuﬂwmwulu shoot, but as 1 was pnonthward-bound,

s, then balled the water out of
our drowned eraft.

"I can’t say that T was frightensd, but
I afterward thought pevhaps I might have
been. I 4id not reilsh having my career
cut short by an ailligator, for 1 wantayl
to agaln see some lively work in the At-
takaprs country.

“This affair consumed an hour, and
about daylight we landed; hauled up our
cances and prepared to pass another day
watching passing stezmers, and walting
for night.

“"Twenty-one days from our first em-
barking, without further mishap, we
hauled our canoes ashore at the entrance
of a Ittle bayou, inm sight of the great
Red River. You recollect when we wers
that way planning the route we pushed
boldly out. It was different now

*“I was too lgnorant of the river to make
my debut on it by night. as quantities of
driftwood were lisble to be running at
this atage of the water. Next morning,
therefore, while yet dark, we moved along
to the river, and as dayilght approachsd
pushed our canoes Into the swiftly moving
currents. As [ had anticipated, the sur-
face was thickiy sprinkied with driftwood.
This was with great diffculty avolded.
Although dolng our hest, the current car-
riel us a mile below our astarting point,
and it was a rellef when, without acci-
dent, our cances were clase under the op-
pesite bank of the river.

""There wers so many steamers moving
that I @ld not fesl quite easy, and about
2 o'clock. hearing the threshing of an up-
ward-bound cne, we ran the candes into a
little cove. where we were secure from
observation. Hers the banks of the riv-r
wers wall wooded, the follage thick and
overhanging.

“The swift molling river
sparklied In the

eddted and
brisht sunlight, as loaded
with drift. s rushed past From our
secure ploce In the cove I closely watched
i, and rejuctanily concluded we must
continue our voyage to the mouth of the
Hlack mostly by dayllght. The risk from
the curiosity of people on passing steam-rs
being much less than the dangcer from
collision with the floating debris, and It
would not be an unurual aight for a couple
of onnoes to be scen paddling up the Red
River, T therefore determined to remsin
here the balancs of the day and the com-
ing night

“As this was to be onr first all-night
rest. we made guite an extensive nrena-
ration, puotting up a light frams of poles
and siretching our tent over It as a pro.
tection from the henvy dew and fox. |
was a lttle wary about fire, but by dix
ging & hol= a few feat deep and making
our fire In that we had quite a Hye'y
binxe. that coul! not he meen a dozen
yards away. Hot coffee. fried bacon and
catfish, with hardtack for a rellesh, made
an exceilent repast. and as the ep'cur-an
tamten of my passengers had never hesn
rxtensively cultivated, they found
fault. Aa for me I was so confoundcd
hungry that T was not particular and
woulld have reliashed the food squaily os
well had It been mw,

“After supper we ay down, and In n
few minutes all but mynsif wers asirep
I was too tired and anxious to sleep
soundly, and perhaps I was a trifle nerv
ans T lay thinking and planning unti!
almoat midnight.

“From here t5 the White River was a
leng Adlstance. I had heconl® accustomed
to the danger, and thought chisfly of the
fatiguoe.

“In the morning we were off again, For
10 days we voynged, slesping at night and
resting our fired !Imbas The siraln ard

na

shores were very low, but I judged, and
rightly, tha: a litile way Inland thers wag
dry ground snough for a safe and plange
After much labor we dragwed!
our heavy cances, perbmps & quarter of &/
mile, through mud anc water, and Jofit
them secure from otservation.”

(To be continued.)
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