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lost friemdm. oven though eha hests him st ber
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It was on
day ol light
my fiyse plie

b Cemtinuet

it evening after a
ywwing breszee that I got
of that tropla pearl that
1 was afterwprd Know a0
as the Lile of the Winda

The cioedy seemed to have cononptrated
themaaives It o dense bar of royel crim-
#on whith everhung whole western
horiaon:. Beneath the sun gathered about
Bim little Posttng wiins of gol height-
him, a@ If he bhad been weaving himwelf
& flery shroud, as he sank into the sea
ke & brosd shield of Aull scarist, the
lne of the horizan mot outl truly acrosa
Ar irregular black ‘blotch, sermated and,
& It wesemed. doilestely plumed, was
atrealind across hiv dlrk.

Tie snilorm, 200, were a1l clustered for-
ward ne ot the chase. They stood with
Bande on each other's shoulders and
guzed, tnlking all the while In low whis
pars. Om the quarterdeck the officers of
the wmtch pares! reguiariy, and Capiain
Stargtield smood alone by himeell, as wos
his custom.

The sun dropped, ms it were, pulling the
dayight under after him. And 1 had sesn
Yy fret tropde ixiend

Intimaiely

thi

rramantes,  px=elientiy
brig and =hoon-
er, Mool of and on walting for the Nght,
that sbe might thresd the difcult and
dangerous shoals which atlll ssparated her
froan the Inle of Winds As mey he sup-
pased 1 was on deck early. And my little
Annn Mark, who siep! [n @y mother's
onbin, jolzed me soon after I came un
With esger henris we walched the grest
wask af keen green light in the sast where
the sun would rise, bmt mostly our
thoughis ware on the island ahead of ua,
and the mywmoriouas lUfe we would lesd

there
Strangely enough, the dank hosror and
apprehension with which we had started
ofi. our Journey had largely disappeared.
For though the men were rough enough
and desporate enoudi. yel none had sald
An upeivil word o us  Meoreover, we had
gront anticipations of wonders to e
found under thom palme asd on the
boschis of ahining mand. which, in the eye
of our immginstion, glnted more brightly
. nad Leen a dismond

ek womepy

The bright bivenesa of the =ea the
glirliening white rocks which ahowed thetlr
heads here = there, the deap sapphire
chamnels throoph whick Saul Mark akill-
fully plinteg the Corramanies, all copsed
s to thedll and cizsp enth othes’'s hands
ar W plood forwwrd among the eaper
pallers. 1 chitched o Eay as the vassel
epurhi In the Hitle calm bt botween the
frades bebind her and the inshare jand
wind In frant, rose on the long, oliy roll.
o and hsavad her bowsprit into the hot
and ooppory sky

“Phillp. ==l Asma *f
wil hagpen Lo s of)

1 turped to her. |
gromed the words 1 had mot the jeast
thoughe or Intemt of them the moment
before. Ihat Dow they sprang from Dy
tipe 2 If 1 Bad setiled on speaking them
yoars belore

f you dove ma Anna” 1 said T oare
pot what happene. Do you jove me*™ |
w wtill Loiding her hand, and as ahe
Lot e lotg afteswmard almost sqeeesing
ter fngers Into a Jelly,

Bhe turned upon me In great surprise,
" 4o pot know what ynt mean’ she
suid, In & tow. Intense volce. Then, as if
alralM 1hat some of Lthe sallors whe moad
sround migh! overbear, ““Think shame,
FRilip™ ahy added

Yo, you do know, Anna.” T went on,
with quitk tmpuise: “you know what #t
means to Umphrey Spurwasy that he loves
my pocr mother. You sl o yourssdf,
and if you ksaw het you kbow alse
wehat Il 1% for me 10 love you. So do not

-
'pl"h:‘ﬂ'u slient for awhile, walching the
fying Teb gpivaming Aurk purple sgainst
thé exffron of the sky as they roee and
’#'Inn sbe sald more waltly; =1 4o know
what it % 18 love, but | thiok I am toe
goung to koow what you mesn by it

wotder
iand.™
oW nol what

what

Nay. 1 am sure that you are too young
yoursslf to know!"™

“Annn" 1 answered, very low, for I sew
her falber lcan over and motlon 1o A
seaman, who moved up nearer to us ak
M to lstenn. *T do knmow what It is to
love. My henrt is aching for love of
you. I dove you far more than 1 love
my mother!™

“Why, of course you do!" she cried,
quite Joud, so that 1 put my baad to her
mouth to stuy her; for the seaman Wos
Yery pear now.,

“and why of coursa?
speak so Joud!™ satd L

“I always knew you llked me besl of
every one. (f course you could mot help
that!™ mhe said.
“Yet you suy I &0 nol know what love
L

But pray do not

W
“1 sald only that I deemed you too FoUuLg
to know,” she made answor. Then, in a
moment, “Look, look.' sha cried, *‘there
are the palmn! How beautiful to sea their
tall feathers wave in the wind, ail blowing
one way., And themre mre the roofs of the
houses. 1 wonder why some are thatched
and some all scariel and purple ™

For ahe wiahed to chunge the subjeci—
or, perhups, wished me to think ahe Jld

But I weaa not to be put-off in this man-
ner. Bo I sald—without even taking my
eyen from the cheek. of which T could ste
only the pretty curve, ¢lean and firm Hke
a boy's not plump ke u girl's—"Anna,
tell me If you do tot love me a lttle, or
if vou think tha: you will ever be able to
love me ap—as Umphray Spurwiy ioves my
mother T’

She lnughead a curlouy laugh, willful, but
pleased, too. 1 could hear the eager plean-
ure in It

“Ah, Phtitp." =he snid, T will néver love
you as Umphmy Spurway loves ‘your
mothet"

“And whv™ T msked

“Hecause | know you too well, Phillp™
she sald. 1 will not worahlp any mad—
least of all one whom 1 can beat at the
stonethrowing!™

Whereat | was indignant for,
the bonst was quite & vain ono

“You cannot,” 1 eriea 1 will throw
you all day a: a bottia, and baat you
soundly. But that is not the gquestion,
A man bes a right (0 an answer from a
sl

For 1 would not let the word drop. Sho
had called me a man, and she must tnke
the consequences. [ was not EOIng to et
her g0 back om that great word.

“You shall have an an=wer, then'™ she
#nld. I love you as muen a8 your mother
loves your father."

Then, being hurt at the heart that shr
should so slight me, andalro (a1 thought)
mexe Ught of my mother, [ withdraw my
hand from hors end went and stood at the
other side of the deck, But somehow the
purple had turned to gray, the crimson ta
smolty yellow, The bilue Bad gone out of
tho sky and the fresh sea lang out of the
preatiing uir. I stood awihile by mysell,

indoed,

| and never so much as looked townrd Anni

Mark.

But I wae conscious that
every now Aand then ar me.
she smiled.

BY and by, however, she came over
frankly and sald: “Phillp, dbo not be an-
gry with me. What have [ dome thal you
should l-use me go7

Then sald I: “‘Anna, I have never Hi-
used you 1 have only told you that I
loved you. And you flouted me unkindly
for 1"

“Well, d1d you expect me to fall at your
feed ™ she eald, a flauh leaping up in her
eye, as It had 4 way of doing at all such
times. T will If you say »so. I will Kies
your shoe! Seo herel™

And 1 declare the madcap would have
done 1t there before all the satiormen and
the oaptain, and her own father looking
duwn upon ue

Wo were now running cloee in, and the
spite of yollow sand were stretching out 1o
meet and enclose us, We had at lum
ecaught the Innd wind, and with Saul Mark
Airecting the helmsman, and now and then
taking the whesl himsslf, while & crowd
af sttty skinned mulsttors and nogroes ran
along the shore, we glded toward a har-
bor. moith, the waler hissing from our
gtom, and the whole ship lying away a
lttle gracefully from the wind

“Anna, give me a ward %0 hearien me)"
1 sajd “This s a pirate island, We may
never gei off It alive. Bay a word o
comfort me, and on my honor I will not
troubils you sny more"

“Well, 1 am In Lthe sime case” ahe
said, "and yet I do not ask a word from
Wil Bowman a8 to whether he loves ms
or not!"”

1 wans turning away w=ick at heart to be
o fNouted, but she caught me quickly by
the arm.

“You see, I do not love Wil Bowman!”
she sald; “that ts why 1 do not want him
to tell me. 1 love to have you tell me that
you love ma™

And {hat was all T could get out of her,
Yot from her—enough.

CHAPTER XXIX.
Yellow Jack.

Now there are thoss who lauzh at the
love of boy and girl, and, indeed, olitimes
it vanishes, lemving no more trace than
the sem jevels keep of the keels that pnss
over them towand the harbor. Yet 1 think
many of those who, with thelr mouths
laigh Joud at calf love. koop seoret AN
ander feeling of sacrédnoss—a raverence
for their pwn firat loves. They may have
written other names wmore permancaily
upon the slate of thalr heart, but I charge
them to own If they have sver known
nobler, more unsoifish devotion than they
felt for their first loves.

But if they deny the falth, and say that
they never had any such—why, then, God
pity them! That Iy all. Thay may have
filied their bands with the red hawas of
e Bot ther have miased the white
hawthorn, The winter frult may be thelrs.
They share It with avery chatfering spar-
row. But the sweet scent of the fower of
May shall never visit their nostrila,

But all this concerng not my tale (=va
that 1 know the world and would antiel-
pate s Inughter). Tet 1 writa It down
here that op tils pirate Jale I thought
more of litle Anns Mark's wordé than I
a4 of our chances of escaping safe and
sourdl. of even of dangling my legs over
the mfll lnde at the back of Umphray’'s
house and lstening to tne mnging of the
Kirkeonnasl water taking its lee; losp dowrn.
ward to joln the Esk,

Yellow Jack Town on the isle of the
Winds was a curious nare, and =t first
1 was greatly astonlabed st {t. Put aftsr-
ward 1 same to undersiznd that {t was
the tecessary prodoet of thely traffie. It
@ a condition of the existenoe of all soa
fresdooters that they aboull have some
port to call st where they con clean snd
lrhton thelr =iin provision her from ssmoe
secretl dopot of storea. give the men a run
azshore, and ctherwise temper them into
sone pemblancs of huwmanity

For in an ordinary port the sallcrs who
sall poder the Jolly Roger, or the red

ahe looked
And I think

flag of privatesring (which & no better
and no worss), cannot be allowed free-
shore llberty like tha men of law.sbiding
ships, who have notfhng worde than & vidlt
from the clvic axclsement to fear from
biabbing tongues.

Women thers ame In svery seaport town

all. For, Uke most of the private shel-
ters, our refuge was not & mere sand

ship wus gone, and
the bay In front empty of all save the
dreamy, watchful herons In thelr livery
of biack and white, and the diving sen-
birds that flashed and fell out of the
senith.

Auna brought word that the entire crew
hed gone oh board at midmight, with the
excepion of those whome turn it was to
tnke a holldey on shore. Anchor had
been weighed nt daybreak and the Cor-
ramantee. with her cargo of white sluves,
salled northward for the Carollnlan plan-
tations,

Then It was that & still more fotitions

r-a- settied over the lsle of the Winds,
| ave always thought it curlous, but
- after nil, hatural, that In sur native Scot-
| land, the countries which men

and
{ count elvilized, we had undérgone many

and desperate adventures, But here, In

AS SOON AS WE REACHED THE VERGE 0OF THAT GREAT PRIMEYVAL

FOREST A FEELING OF AWE CAME OVER US BOTH.

who live by worming out of mailor men,
and aven out of petty officern, the secrels
of thelr ahip and cruise. These they con-
vey to the officers of justice, who are
notl slow to act upon information récaived,
And a pirate ship has besn captured In
harbor before now under thoe disgulss of
an honest merchantman, through infor-
mation obialned in this way.

Yet share Uberty of some sort must
men have, or they would become flonds
Incarnate,

Bo kere, in the Isle of Winds stood this
curfona settiement, its roofs all aflame
with the purple and scariet of ths run-
ning creepers, and o host of hrown-skinned
plckaninnles Funning wild as the pgoats
amd ¢clnmorous os the sea fowl

Here it was that 80 many of the sallors
af the Corramuntes as had won the priv-
llege by courage amd obadiente, had per-
mission to marry. And the place belng
not far from mors popultbus innds, it hap-
pened that most had carried off elther a
Spanish balf-breed malden from thelr
Southern scttlé¢ments, or a Carlb woman
from one of the nelghboring islands. Those
who had pot been thue brave or fortunete,
had taken to them the nearest white-
toothed, woolly-halred negress, and It
was about thelr eabins that the plekanin-
nles svarmed the thiclkest

1 cannot tell what arguments the men
brought to besr o order to Induce the
wamen to live with them, nor what of
force had been in the first Instance ap-
plled. But this I do know, that the women
wors In general both buxom and bappy,
and theme wars fewer guarrels and less
Niblood than in an ordinary Scottiab vil.
jage or New Epgland settlement of the
same size. A

This. in part. was owing to my father,
in prodigiooe awe of whom went every
man and woman In the place As wasz
not upcommon among them, they had
chonen him as thelr captain, though he
was no seaman, “For they sald, “there
be many who oan stesr, and somes who
oan sat n course. But wé must have a
king!"

And a king they had—with Saul Mark
for his prime minister, and the Tilicounls
try Scot for his sward of justice,

For the first week we saw the lcland
and the village mostly from the deck of
tha phip, but after that we bad soon

muny opportunities of closer Innpection. |

For we wers tnkon on shore aml pers
mitted to ascist at the bullding of a
coupls of new coltages, which Captaln
Swansfield and Wil Bowman and I wers
peverally to inhabit. The larger and more
permanont dwelling which my father had
oconipled during his  previous resi.

denoes on the Island was given up to

my mother, who kept Anmm with her, in
mite of the l|ll-conoealed Mspleasures of
Saul Mark., A couple of well-favored nee
gTo women, In bright dresses, walted upon
ber, and kept up A constant chatter over
the jow fences with thelr friends In the
ooighboring enclomures, and even with
passernby upon the bemch,

The housss we bullt were much simplar
affairs. They were malsed from the earth
upon stout posts about I inches high,
Thon cams a flooring of spiil tress, the
split surfaece roughly planet The up-
rights were of the same Umber and seven
fest high, the walls of mawn planking,
and the noof of piantain leaves bound with
e strong lsland withe whick grows on
the margin of the swamps,

One of these was assigned to Wil Bow-
man and myseif, and In the other Cap-
talpn Stansficld swung his hammock.

All the dwelllngs wers on the aickle
swesp of the beach, which, almos=t llke 4
lagoon In shape, curved round in a couple
o! bBorna leaving only ohe marrow and
difficult optrance. Inaide it was always as
stll ns a lake, though the roaring of the
trade surf on the outer reclis wus nDever
oot of our cars,

Looking from our @6or this is what
Wil s I mw. Flmmy, a green
strip of herdage, which In the dlstanice
looked almosi like bhigh groas, a few

this wild, plrate island, and among men
whose profession wan one of spollation
and robbery, these firit months paesed as
pocefully as an Infant's cradie-time.

And to the very last, whatever we might
pass through, my mother was never dis-
turbed. Golng out but lttle, occupying
herself sillly and quletly upon her shaded
vemnde or In her cool and quist room
with needle-work and knltting, living In &
dreamland of her own, she was shut off
from the comings and golngm of the faland,
The oryings and ululations of the beach
reached her ears as empty of meaning as
the roar of the trade surf In the offiing,
or the yalling of the sea birde which dart-
ed down Into our poultry yard and ear-
rled off the food which had besn scattersd
for the Bcottinh barnyard fowl we had
brought with us,

But Anna and I were not content to live
In any such seclusdon, The Instinel of ex-
ploraticr, common té all healthy children
of the mixed Baxon tuces, was spaclaliy
strong In us. And whatewer of tho aynsy
wan in Anna Alded and abetted this In-
stlnet of roving.

Will Bowman had begun to traln n
squad of young half-hresds, mostly boys
about 16 In the rudlments of drill and
the uss of arms, according to the Ger-
man manual and platoon exercise, whish
Umphray Spuraway had taught his weav-
ore. And those of the privitesar's men
who were on shore off duty would con-
demcond o come down to the exerclie
ground and smoke & plpe, watching with
appreclaton ihe evolution of the smart
lads who took to soldiering In the oivil-
ised manner with all the avidity of Prus-
sinns, &nd who would stand and bake
or march and swead all day on the pa-
rude ground as if each had been pald the
silary of a general.

Bo of Wil for n time we saw not much,
but he wam sver ready to help us in
everything, and !n time of nesd proved
himsel! a very stanch and trusiy friend
—as shall afterward appear.

it was & hlemsed relief 10 ind my fath-
er pone anid Baul Mark's coltages empty
as well. For we could not halp feeling
| that the small. beady eyes of Anna's fath-

oF Werg over upom us, and even now he

had probably arranged with some salel-
I ite to keep track of our movements,
Anna, who wis alwiys scraplang ro-
| muntic acqualntance with every walfl and

stray, atiached hersslf (0 a half-cnste Ind

with one hand only, who answered o the
, zama of Yallow Jack.

Yellow Juck wis a lad extraordinarily
active, both in mind amd body. But from
bhis bebavior in the villige no one would
have suspected him of elther, It was only
In the bush, or when faoe to face with
an emergency that his trus character ap-

Yellow Jack's right band had been cut
off at the wrisl, he never revealed bow,
bt I think by privatesss or some for-
mer pirates of the lslp, from tho ex-
| cending batred he bore them all, So the
| lad had been allowsd to grow up among
the women and the liberty men, dolng
very much aa he pleased, He carried
water and serubbad our pots and panni-
kinx He walched the fires at the sugar-
bolling, and whaen he wos bidden he went
ewiftly on erranda, which he faithiully
dissharged. But to decelve bis mmators
' he preserved at all limes a countenunce
, wiich desotsd only stupld and vacant
mirth, for that ls tha best passport (o

1 the good will of salicrmon of every kind
His mouth was ever on tho grin. In the
, village Jeremy's langh rolled out mellow
"aE the maple eyrup of the north, and
Yelluw Jack wua the willing butt of half
the jokes on the istand

But among the colore! tolk it was dlf-
forent. 1 never saw any of these come
nosr Yellow Juck without s Kind of ine
volurtary shrinking law smaller spece—
the porture, In facl,
um'm on walking into o thicket of nei-

.

| Aooa stisched Yellow Jack to hersell

which e¢very opne’

well, mn for her dearsat gossip to =i
her the newa—how “old Mam Duppy, the
Obeah woman, wis walking past the
whits men's houses with the tall young
buckrs girl who Hved in the oaptain’'s
hnusa."

And T think when Yellow Jack joined
the palr near hls mother's hut, and the
whole thres entered it togethar, none in

an o Moreham datsy with the moming
dew on I

But when it wna seem that Anna did
not dle from such companionehip, but,
on the contrary, that ahe had alwaye the
best frults, the finest flowers, the bright-
eat skin, the clearest oye, it was recog-
nized that a stronger Obteah whrrad for
her, and she wag besleged with attsntions,
as she walked about. Negro women
brought her their chickens to overiook.
and half-caste boys aikod her (o biess
thelr jurcher dogs and charm them from
snakabite,  And Anna did It, too, and made
no greot mistakes, £0 that her {ame
waxed greater and greater in the land

I 1s of two excursions to the wooids In
the company of Yellow Jack that I have
now to tell, as they had an Important
infience on our future and wers the
means by swhich we were ultimately able
to leave the fale of the Windx .

It was an excuss for us to mat away
that we were accustomed to shoot the
wild plgeons which ahout suntise passed
oveshend in great flocks, and refurned
towards evening with a mighty nolse of
rushing wings. The little yellow children
of the village were set to watch the gar-
denn, and scare them yhen they alighted
nnywhere near the settiement or they
would soon have destroyed avery gréan
thing, bealden depriving the swine which
wandersd sverywhere like privileged
seavengers, killing snakes and devouring
ruhbish of Lhe staple of thelr mest,

Pasldes thers were many othsr birds
which Yellow Jasck showed ua how to
take. He had a hook which he fastened
to the stump of his right arm. He had
made it himself out of an oid har of iron
he had picked up, and he was able to do
many wonderful things with (t.

But. after all, it wan his left hand and
arm thit wore so nstonishing. He could
swing himself like a monkey from tree to
tree, and by meonns of A Tope round his
walst and with the apsistancs of hin hook
ha eould walk up the stem of tha tallest
palm In the laland almost as quickly as
wa oot make our way along a plals rond,

The morning wns #11 awash with dewy
freshndes when [ met out, carrving my
provisions, o gun. and a beg with com-
partments for ammunition Annn had
atolen silently from her sleeping-room !n
my mother's honree, Bheo met me behind
the hedge of prickly pear.

“All quist!™ phe sajd. “Where i Yellow
Jack?"

“He Is walting further on.” T answered.
For now the ons-armad boy naver walked
with us along the green bank In front
of tha line of cottages. He thought his
soclety would shame us, and faor all his
brond grins he wis full of dignity,

But we had hardly pased the palim-
does of the gardens before he was at pur
sides, hie usually soclal face now grave
nand aulat. Yet therse came a look of
plensure Into hin evem at right of Anna.
Me he tolerated ohlefly hecauss Annn and
1 were In a manner lonked upon as each
other'a medlcine, "“"We belonged.” sald
the. negresses, comprehensively. And the
belinf was my grent safeguard

Yellow Jack was laden with a spars
cutinsgs, which he asmured me T would
nead to uwa tn the high woode He also

| enrried a knife of large glzs for Anna, for

the virgin forest lg no raspecter of per-
sona.

He had leathern legxings. ton, for Anna,
sn that she could withstand the pricks of
the bush thorna, and lime julcs to mix
with the water which we hoped to find In
the woods.

When with us Yellow Jack spoke a ct-
riouzs and pleturesque dialect of his own,
quite different from the broken English
he used with the white men down in the
village, It was pleasant to listen to him,
for he possesged a rich mellow volce, with
a wild ring In Itz cadences as often as he
became sxelted, or when he burst into lit-
tle trills of song as naturally as a hird
singing in the top of & trople iree amang
the Uann stems and the gorgeous trum-
pet flowars.

To me Yellow Jack alwnys seomed to
be transiating from some notable bardar-
oun tongue, and nt times his |deas had
a certaln barbarie splendor of thelr own.

“King's son 1." he would say, “in my
own country, a prince of fighting men.
There (be pointed down to the village) a
slave, Yellow Jack—out yonder (ha
pointad owvsr the mex from which the
mist was lifting and melting as it ifted)
—yundar, Ebarra, a chief among chiefs!’

Then, as If he had perchance cizimed
more than his due, bs turned quickly to
Anpa.  “But always your friend!™ hs
mald.

And Indesd the friendship of Yellow
Jack proved to be by no means the fenst
of the blessings assured to us by Anna
Mark.

CHAFTER XXX
The High Woods.

As goon an we reached the verge of that
great primeval forest a feellng of awe
and terror came over us both. Yet I think
that I was more frightened than Apna,
though she also drew in near to me, which
I was pleasad to nota. The dark purple
of decaying vegetation on which we moved,
the sudden nolses and the rushing hither
and thither of unseen animals, the stealthy
atirring of sankes In the cover of tawny
gragses, the deep shalows, the fantastic
rigging of aevial ropes, the huge {rvea
which started upward, festooned with
creepers, and presently lost themselves In
& green haze befors they had risen W
fest—these nll combinel to produce on
the mind of country-bred youth a fesling
of comprshending awe

Then the huge ants which followed earh
other interminably up the trunks of the
treex, and mads trodden ways of every
branch, the yollow-bandod wasps, grest
o8 bumble hees on the mendows of More
ham, which flew In our faces with & busz
of anger, the erawling erabe which waved
their arms and challenged aach other on
every hare patch as wo began to climb
the mountnin ridge—these and a thousand
other wonders kept our hearts continually
In our mouths as Yellow Jack led us deep-
or and desper Into the maze.

But Eborra never hesitated. In the
villags he was, as he sald, Yallow Jack,
o slow-moving, luzy yrung megro, whoss
misfortune alone shialded him from belng
compeiled by the overseers (o perform
much more work. He was protected by
tha fears of all the colored and half-gal-
ored populition. But hers In the native
jungle he moved. awiltly as the monkey
among the trees, He disappearsd In tow-
ers of Jeaves and pesped out arain to show
us safer and sesler ways He wne never
once at o loss, though we plunged deopar
and deeper Mto the wilderness,

After we had advanced slowly for an
hour, we emerged with Yellow Jark inte
an opener glade.

“In what direction you find the village?"
he called down to us.

1 polnted behind us in the direction from
which we had come=. With a slight smile
on hia face, very diiferent from th- troad
{diotie grin which, llke n mask, he wore
in the village, Yeliow Jack led ue to the
brink of a tangled el overgrown with
bright tropie plants. Ha polnted with his
iron hook, and laughrd & low laugh of
irony and contempt, 11 ka that of nne whe
ha=m outwiited a powerful advereary.

Fee there almost ot onir frer. "av (he
buccaneer village. every house distinet,
snd the doings of lis ipmstes spparsol,

save Eborre, his meother, st now you
two, It Is for her sade!"

If to clear his comscience, and be nodded
at Anna.

Yellow Jack pointed significantly to the
large chlefs house which wie oocupled
by my mother. We could sees the negrm
servitors moving about it instde the hedge
of prickly pear and that curlous plant
which (s salled In Spanish the “figs of the

" The henddresses of these women
were gquita diatinguishabls in color and
pattern In the keen alr of moming It
seamed as If we could even hear the sound
of their voless

“Laok more  carsfully—tehind the
hedge ‘rald Yellow Jack, atill pointing
with his hook,

“T mee rmothing!™ T sald, nor M I, for
Immedintely badind the broad prickly
hedge bogan the deep gresn of the scrub,
and behind that agalp the ordered lines
and stons walls of the gardens

“Therw.” sald our gulde “‘wee
end of the chlefs hngse!

“I do see,” whispered Anna Mark. In
great excitement. *'1 see two men stand-
ing ralking togeiher. They are dresssd in
white eclothes and have hats on thetr
heada,™

i thought a little. These were men of
the crew of the Cormamantes, Could
the have reiumed alnee we came Ints
the forest? But that was Imposulble, for
the invlossd bay wis bare and burn-
Ingly blue under ths trople sun, umstirred
by any Rke2l and out beyond the Carfh
s spurkied and danced smply of all fe
save the wheellng sea birds

Yot bere at our feet were two armed
men of the crew—not liberty men, but
men of the ship whom we knew well
They were armed alse, and on guanl
For pressntly, concitnding thelr copversa.
tion, they separsted and began to pace o
and fro, one in fronl, and thoe other in
rear of the house where my mother dwell

"Bo It b alwayn!™ mald Yellow Jock
"might and day, alwgys two men watch,
Then one rome asnd watoh thess two!
Walt, In o moment you p== him*

The two men on guar! paced slowly
up and down, each covering two sides of
the cottage Inclesure. We conld ses he
aun shining on thefr musket barrels ns they
halted at the turn

"Why do they watech my mother's
houseT" T aaid nloud.

“It % alwnys so—ever sines the chief of
the Bliver Ring tock awny the ship. They
watch and they satch! Eborra waleh,
ton! Here he comen!™

And with his finger e pointed to a huat
which atood just beyimd one of the gar-
den walla, A man steod In the doorwas.
We eonuld sea his form but Mmiy In the
dimness of the chamber. He came A
Nttle farther out =0 that the sunshine of
the morning caught him it was my
tather,

“Hs who wntchen

the walchers ™
plained Yellow Jack.

This shaok me gresily. And T had be
gun to fedl sn secure in his Wland that 7
quits resenied . Ths remembrance of
Seotland had begun to lose fts adge. Al
appeared sn pearaful. The Wberty men
ate and grew fa! In the soclety of Lhelr
dusky wives. The shiny plokaninnjes
tumbled on the shore ke younm meals
or fled in rintous hand-Hnked groups from
our approash, My mother aboade in her
beautiful cottage with the shore vine and
frangipan! aglow all abour it ANl was
penceful as the click of her knitting nee-
dles,

Put here wae my falher, not gone away
with the ship, but we*ching and setting
othere to watch my poor mother. What
ocould hism object bhe?

"Captale wifh golden coat stay ™ com-
manted Yellow Jack: “captnin with silver
tings go with ship—sell boys, buy provis-
ions, come back. Then all go fAnd Spanlah
ship—town—plantation—kill, stéeal, make
prizoner. Whon captain with sfiver rings
returm, It no good to de In village. You
come with Eborra then, He take youo fo
his town.™

And smiling In his quiet fashlon hé let
go the vell of green bBuah which he had
drawn aside that w= might look down
upen tha uneoneciouns village. He took
us a dozen steps from the olff edke on
which we had stood.

“YTou no find it now.” he sald senin.

And, truly, no more we could. The cur-
taln of greéen vagoetatinn stired In the
morning breszs, but though we came nesr
to falilng from thes cilff afge and got
nurssives hitten hy red ants In snatchineg
heedlesaly at likely branches, we cauld
not agnin catch a glimpss of the village.

“Ah, do not touch™ cried Yellow Jack,
suddenly: “that manchines! poleon jeaves
eut hand, polsan bload. Keep behind Ehor-
ra. Foliow him!"™"

And +n with faces wondrously lengthen-
el we Te-entersd the virgin foreat Our
gulde went on ahead with his acoustamed
rendiness. Comtinunlly be wounld reach
back a hand to belp Anna, while with =
hook he nttached himself to some tough
Hanz=se which, lHce a grest cabls, bound
thgether (s i1 were) (he earth and sky.
Then T following humbly, watld In tam
be giad of Anna's hand to atendy me. But
the unknown world in which 1 found my-
pelf, and the velled crueify and treachery
with which we appeared surrounded prey.d
on my spirit. I Became & victim to 15
deevest melancholy. 1 felt a daep sense
of depression which was half the sight of
my father lurking on ths island when I
had thought him far away. and half Lthe
burried and imperfect breakfast I had
eaten,

Nothing comforted me o0 much as
touch of Anna's hand And I think
Jot it stay longer in mins because
knew that my heart was froubled. Yel-
low Jack aline scemed not to fes] tha
nead of soma cheering lmffuence. Aftar
an hour's steady progression through
the dim green alales ho pointad ahead.

It was dueky ke 2 cavern where we
stood, but before us we gaw two of the
glant treqy stand llke» gate poms of =
brighter Iand, thenm, frame® a» In & pie
thre, & mretch of bare hillside, and 2
saw.edged mountain abova, goiden
agains: the blue-black sky.

“Heore we sat!” Tallow Jack expiaimed
brieily.

Angd with thut fresh youth In our velns
which epables the young to aet trouble
aside (or st least to mtop thinking about
It ol it grows more Inslstent) Anne and
I went dancing over the gluring white
rocks, lnughing at the clatiéring lund
crabs which scuttled Into thelr holes at
our approach, or stood solemniy waving
belligerent claws on the fop aof every
rocky knoll

Ebbora led the way over the shoulder
of the ridme tiil we cams o a shady spot,
where some wild pines gave a more homa-
iy look 1o the troplc landecaps. He polnt.
ed to a littls spring which roes dimp-
ling In & tiny cup of white iimestone rock.
overflowed and man mertily away down
the hiliside,

“Bush water not good,” he sald; "thig
eocal"”

So on the flat stone he undid his pack,
and we feastrd luxuriously In the alry

the
she
she

“What {s that™ [ asked, as much {0
gain fime as asything. Do you maan the
tressure of Bir Harry Morgaa™

To my surprise Eborra soddet vebe -
manily.

Ta be coatinusd)

THE PALATIAL

OREGONIAN  BUILDING

Kot a dark eaflles in rhe Daflding
absalutely froprout; sieetrid lights
and artesias waler; perfect wolin-
tlon and thoreogh veatllatica. Eiee
walers ran dar and nights
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ahade of the pines. The sea b cool
at this altitude, fanned our brows, prick-
ty with perspiration and with the elone
breatbloss heaviness of the high woodn
1 have mrely enjoyed s medl more orF
felt more refreahed by snything than by
the eocl fruit and aparkiiog water with
which we washed it down. When we rose
to lvok about us, onur spirits had risen
to their aatural plich agaln, and we were
ready to foilow our gulde anywhere
Fer-de-Lanoe.
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