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announced in March 1968 that 
he would not seek another term 

after just a single state’s primary. 
Biden’s July decision comes after 

more than 14 million Democrats 

cast votes supporting him through 

the primary process.
Harris, in a statement, praised 

Biden’s “selfless and patriotic act” 
and said she intends to “earn and 

win” her party’s nomination.
“I will do everything in my 

power to unite the Democratic 

Party — and unite our nation — 

to defeat Donald Trump and his 

extreme Project 2025 agenda,” 
she said.

Biden’s decision to bow out 

came after escalating pressure 

from his Democratic allies to 

step aside following the June 27 

debate, in which the 81-year-old 

president trailed off, often gave 
nonsensical answers and failed 

to call out the former president’s 

many falsehoods.
“It has been the greatest honor 

of my life to serve as your Pres-

ident. And while it has been my 
intention to seek reelection, I be-

lieve it is in the best interest of my 

party and the country for me to 

stand down and to focus solely on 

fulfilling my duties as President 
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for the remainder of my term,” 
Biden wrote in a letter posted Sun-

day to his X account.
Nearly 30 minutes after he de-

livered the news that he was fold-

ing his campaign, Biden threw his 

support behind Harris.
“Today I want to offer my full 

support and endorsement for Ka-

mala to be the nominee of our 

party this year,” he said in another 
post on X. “Democrats — it’s time 
to come together and beat Trump.”

Harris faces a staggering po-

litical to-do list in the coming 

days: securing the votes of del-

egates to claim her party’s nom-

ination, picking a running mate, 

and pivoting a massive political 

operation that had been built to 

reelect Biden to boost her candi-

dacy instead.
There were early signs that 

the party was moving to coalesce 

around Harris, who scored the 

endorsements of the Congres-

sional Black Caucus and former 

President Bill Clinton and former 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

even before she had commented 
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on Biden’s decision to quit the 

race. But notably, former Pres-

ident Barack Obama held off, 
pledging support behind the even-

tual party nominee.
“We are honored to join the 

President in endorsing Vice Pres-

ident Harris and will do whatever 

we can to support her,” the Clin-

tons said in a statement.
But Obama, who had private-

ly shared doubts about Biden’s 

reelection chances, stopped short 

of endorsing Harris even as he 

praised Biden for his decision to 

leave the race.
“I have extraordinary con-

fidence that the leaders of our 
party will be able to create a pro-

cess from which an outstanding 

nominee emerges,” he said in               
a statement.

Biden’s decision came as he 

has been isolating at his Delaware 

beach house after being diagnosed 

with COVID-19 last week, hud-

dling with a shrinking circle of 

close confidants and family mem-

bers about his political future. 
Biden said he would address the 

nation later this week to provide 

“detail” about his decision.
Harris found out about Biden’s 

plans on Sunday morning and se-

nior campaign and White House 

staff were notified just minutes 

before the letter went out, ac-

cording to people familiar with 

the matter who commented on the 

private discussions on condition 

of anonymity. Biden had been re-

flecting on his future for the past 
couple days and the decision was 

closely held.
Now, Democrats have to ur-

gently try to bring coherence to 

the nominating process in a matter 

of weeks and convince voters in a 

stunningly short amount of time 

that their nominee can handle the 

job and beat Trump. And for his 
part, Trump must shift his focus 

to a new opponent after years of 

training his attention on Biden.
Harris, 59, appeared to be the 

natural successor, in large part 

because she is the only candidate 

who can directly tap into the Biden 

campaign’s war chest, according 

to federal campaign finance rules.
Biden’s campaign formally 

changed its name to Harris for 

President, reflecting that she is in-

heriting his political operation — 

a sign of the advantage she has in 

the race for the Democratic nom-

ination. Democratic groups, in-

cluding the Democratic National 

Committee, also filed paperwork 
changing the names of their joint 

fundraising committees to reflect 
Harris’ candidacy.


