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Oregon Community Foundation Welcomes Leaders 

Karis Stoudamire-Phillips, 

Courtesy of Oregon Community 

Foundation

New Healthcare 

and Housing 

Board of 

Directors
Oregon Community Founda-

tion’s Board of Directors has two 

new members who bring exten-

sive experience in community 

engagement and housing develop-

ment. Karis Stoudamire-Phillips 

is the Vice President of Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion and Com-

munity Initiatives at Moda Health 

and Delta Dental of Oregon. Er-

nesto Fonseca is CEO of Haci-

enda Community Development 

Corporation, a long-time OCF 

partner that strengthens families 

by providing affordable housing, 
homeownership support, econom-

ic advancement and educational 

opportunities. After a unanimous 

vote, Stoudamire-Phillips and 

Fonseca join the 15-member board 

that oversees Oregon’s statewide 

community foundation.

"On behalf of Oregon Com-

munity Foundation Board of 

Directors, I welcome Karis and 

Ernesto into this exciting evo-

lution of philanthropic potential 

in Oregon,” said Lane Shetterly, 

Board Chair of Oregon Commu-

nity Foundation. “New leadership 

means new opportunities for dis-

covery and meaningful impact in 

a state hungry for positive change 

in Oregonian’s daily lives.” 

"The foundation’s next stage of 

growth will depend upon our abil-

ity to bring Oregonians together 

around the state to deliver bold 

solutions with innovative resourc-

es,” said Lisa Mensah, President 

and CEO of Oregon Community 

Foundation. “Karis and Ernesto 

bring tremendous experience and 

insight to advance our work.”

Stoudamire-Phillips and Fon-

seca replace former board chair 

Kimberly Cooper and board mem-

ber Patrick Criteser, who both 

served 8 years on the OCF Board 

of Directors. 

Karis Stoudamire-Phillips is a 

native of Portland. In her role at 

Moda Health and Delta Dental of 

Oregon, she develops, directs and 

implements community engage-

ment strategies and action plans 

throughout Oregon and Alaska. 

She works to increase workforce 

and corporate cultural diversity, 

equity and inclusion, while en-

suring product offerings across all 

businesses meet the needs of a di-

verse customer population. 

She has served on OCF’s Port-

land Metro Leadership Council 

since 2017, becoming chair in 

2023. She also played pivotal 

advisory roles for OCF in the Al-

bina Arts Community Visioning 

Committee and Connecting to 

Black Communities.

Ernesto Fonseca joined Ha-

cienda as CEO in April 2017, 

bringing his passion for commu-

nity development and a belief in 

the power of connecting families 

to opportunity. 

Ernesto’s own story reflects the 
potential that can be unleashed by 

investing in all our community 

members. Raised in central Mex-

ico, Ernesto watched his parents 

take advantage of educational op-

portunities and their own initia-

tive to build careers in construc-

tion and nursing. They passed 

on their values of hard work and 

education to their children, and 

Ernesto embraced those values to 

gain a foothold in this country by 

initially working in kitchens and 

restaurants as he pursued his ed-

ucational goals, culminating with 

a Ph.D. from Arizona State Uni-

versity in Environmental Design 

and Planning. 

His extensive board service in-

cludes Northwest Outward Bound 

School, The Prosperity Agenda, 

Housing Oregon, Energy Trust of 

Oregon and Two Worlds Commu-

nity Foundation. He also services 

in an advisory capacity to ASU 

Stardust Center for Affordable 
Homes & the Family. 

Since 1973, Oregon Com-

munity Foundation has worked 

to improve the lives of all Or-

egonians through the power of 

philanthropy. In partnership with 

donors and volunteers, OCF 

strengthens communities in ev-

ery county in Oregon through 

grant making, scholarships and 

research. In 2023, OCF distrib-

uted $225 million in grants and 

scholarships. Individuals, fam-

ilies, businesses and organiza-

tions can work with OCF to cre-

ate charitable funds to support 

causes important to them. To 

learn more, please visit oregon-

cf.org.

New Century Workforce Pathway Scholar Named
A Great 

Performance 

in the All-USA 

Academic Team 

Competition
The Association of Communi-

ty College Trustees and Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society announced 

that Portland Community Col-

lege student Jai Johnson has been 

selected as a 2024 New Century 

Workforce Pathway Scholar. 

The Forest Grove resident’s 

exceptional performance in 

the All-USA Academic Team 

competition, where over 2,200 

applications were evaluated, 

has earned her this prestigious 

recognition. The New Century 

Workforce Pathway Scholarship 

Program is sponsored by the Co-

ca-Cola Foundation and PTK.

She stood out as the top-scor-

ing student from Oregon, show-

casing academic achievement, 

leadership, service and signif-

icant endeavors. As a result, 

Johnson has been awarded a 

$1,500 scholarship sponsored 

by the Coca-Cola Foundation, 

with additional support provid-

ed by PTK.

“Earning this designation 

caught me by surprise,” Johnson 

said. “This just helps me move 

closer to reaching a huge mile-

stone in my life that will set me on 

the path toward growth.”

Currently pursuing an as-

sociate degree in Family and 

Human Services at PCC, she 

said, “Believe it or not, this 

program picked me. I wanted 

to focus on early child devel-

opment, but instead, I’m now 

learning how to increase the 

growth of families and help 

them maneuver through the 

challenges life brings.”

Despite facing challenges like 

time management as a 19-year-old 

navigating adulthood, Johnson re-

mains resilient and grateful for her 

support system. Looking ahead, she 

aspires to become a youth or family 

advocate, aiming to make a positive 

impact in their community.

“I’m learning, and I’m grate-

ful for the support system I have 

around me,” she added. “Peer 

support was big for me. Building 

bonds helped me learn more about 

connections and become more 

familiar with my school environ-

ment, which was extremely help-

ful, mostly financially.”
As a New Century Workforce 

Pathway Scholar, Johnson will be 

honored during the ACCT Lead-

ership Congress, scheduled from 

Oct. 23–26 in Seattle.

Jai Johnson 


