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Johnson Charitable Trust Grants 

$250,000 Student Success Programs

From left, Director of College Success Programs Josh Laurie, PCC President Dr. Adrien Bennings, JCT Board President Ashley 

Campion, Future Connect Manager Suzanne Hesse and PCC Foundation Executive Director Christina Kline.

Funding to 

PCC for Key 

Student Support 

Programs
Portland Community College's stu-

dent success programs, Future Connect 

and PDX Bridge, were awarded The 

Johnson Charitable Trust (JCT) Award 

for Excellence in Service and Leader-

ship, which comes with a $250,000, 

three-year grant that supports service 

to marginalized students.

“The JCT Award enables us to 

continue to serve our most underrep-

resented students, those with signifi-

cant trauma, former foster youth, and 

those with educational barriers," said 

Future Connect Manager Suzanne 

Hesse."Through cohort-supported 

reading and writing courses, PCC sets 

these students up for success."

JCT Board President Ashley Cam-

pion stated that she could not think 

of “any organization more deserving” 

as she presented the crystal award to 

gathered college staff. The award let-

ter noted that "PCC has consistently 

stood out as extraordinary and who 

we value as pillars in the communi-

ty. ... [we] long recognized, in par-

ticular, the importance of the Student 

Success Programs at PCC under your 

outstanding vision and leadership. 

These programs continue to exceed 

expectations and we believe, deserve 

this recognition."  

Through scholarship money, career 

guidance, and personalized advising, 

Future Connect helps students build 

pathways to their futures. PDX Bridge 

serves students at no cost who have ex-

perienced foster care, homelessness, or 

adjudication to receive the support of a 

college success coach and to start tak-

ing college classes with a community 

of peers.

“I am overcome and almost without 

words for the gratitude I feel for this 

generosity and vote of confidence in 

the importance of the Future Connect 

and PDX Bridge Programs that contin-

ue to serve these amazing students,” 

said Director of College Success Pro-

grams Josh Laurie. “Thank you to Ash-

ley and The Johnson Charitable Trust 

for believing in PCC students.”  

Future Connect, which is a support 

program for students who identify as 

first-generation or low-income, has 

served nearly 4,000 students since 

2011. Program staff helps eliminate 

barriers to college by providing stu-

dents with on-going support through 

scholarships, career guidance and per-

sonalized advising. PDX Bridge is de-

pendent fully on donations to operate, 

and partners with local education and 

service providers to help youth transi-

tion to college.

“We are humbled to receive this 

award and are grateful for The John-

son Charitable Trust's investment in 

our students' success,” said Christina 

Kline, PCC Foundation executive di-

rector. “Their partnership and commit-

ment has helped change the trajectories 

of hundreds of students' lives.”

KOINTV Names 

Ken Boddie as 

Political Director

Veteran 

Broadcast 

Journalist 

Promoted

Ken Boddie

KOIN-6 announced that veteran broad-

cast journalist Ken Boddie has been 

promoted to Political Director for the 

television station effective April 3. The 
newly created role will enable Mr. Boddie 

to report in-depth political stories across all 

KOIN-6 newscasts, along with continuing 

as host of “Eye on Northwest Politics,” a 

show he created two years ago. 

The move will allow KOIN-6 to further 

solidify its status as “Your Local Election 

Headquarters” during a critical election 

year with potentially massive changes to 

the political landscape in Portland and be-

yond. Mr. Boddie’s new role will ensure 

that KOIN continues to provide viewers 

with the most-experienced and best-con-

nected political coverage in the market. 

“This is a tremendous opportunity to be 

at the forefront of what will be a dynamic 
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