January 24, 2024

Ryan Perez and Uncle

Certificate of Merit

Presented to Young Man

Family Tragedy
Averted by a 20
Year Old Hero

STORY BY PATRICIA GRIFFITHS.

For Waterstreet, who regularly exe-
cuted extreme wakeboarding tricks, a
fall was commonplace. But this time,
as a result of the impact at high speed,
his fall was like crashing face first onto
a sidewalk. Stunned or unconscious, he
was unable to breathe under water.

Perez swung into action. He had
trained as a lifeguard, and, though he
doesn’t recall what he did, learned
what happened later from the boat
passengers who were also family
members. He turned the boat around
to approach his uncle, tore off his
shirt, and jumped into the water
while the boat was still moving. Pull-
ing Waterstreet’s face out of water
and putting his head into a life-sav-
ing tow, he realized there was another
problem. His uncle was still tethered
to the wakeboard.

Perez’s lifeguard instructor, John
Carballo, explained the challenge this
caused. “The other obstacle he had
was the wakeboard. It can be 3-4’
long and 2’ wide, so it’s this barn door
strapped to the foot acting as an an-
chor pulling him,” he said. “Ryan had
one arm around Tabor and with his
free arm, swimming and kicking with
all his might. Ryan said, ‘if I’d taken
the board off, Tabor’s head might have
gone down again.’” Carballo assessed
Perez’s effort, “it says a lot about the
peak kind of condition Ryan was in to

be able to tow him in. So, just a hercu-
lean effort to that point.”

By the time they reached the boat,
Waterstreet was conscious but dazed
and having trouble clearing his airway
of water. Perez handed his uncle’s head
to a passenger, while he freed his uncle
from the wakeboard. Then, the other pas-
sengers pulled his uncle aboard the boat.
Once Perez was also aboard, he provid-
ed immediate triage, so his uncle could
breathe freely. He observed that Water-
street’s pupils were not the same size,
which is a sign of possible concussion.
Help was needed immediately

However, the boat dock was about a
half hour boat ride away. Fortunately,
medical assistance would be available
there, because another family member
waiting on the dock was a paramedic.
During the interim, Perez stayed with
his uncle, provided further triage and ap-
prised those on the dock of his uncle’s
condition. Family members at the dock
met them and rushed Waterstreet to the
hospital. He was later released and re-
turned to the family outing by the lake.

Perez described the moment he saw
his uncle return. “He was doing a lot bet-
ter. I felt extremely relieved and a lot of
other emotions I can’t categorize. It was
scary. It was an extraordinary relief.”

Pulling from that experience, he said,
“I would definitely recommend every-
one take a lifesaving class. When the
time came I didn’t have time to think,
I just defaulted to what I learned from
a Red Cross class at the pool. So, I was
able to jump in and make sure things
didn’t get worse.”

Because he made sure things didn’t
get worse, Ryan Perez’s heroic action
that summer day resulted in a scary story
with a happy ending.
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Declining To Wade
Into The Legal Chaos
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Former President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference. (AP photo/Mary

Altaffer)

Oregon Supreme
Court keeps Trump
on Primary Ballot

(AP) — Oregon’s Supreme Court
on Friday kept former President Donald
Trump on the state’s primary ballot, de-
clining to wade into the legal chaos over
whether he’s disqualified to be president
until the U.S. Supreme Court rules on a
similar case out of Colorado.

Oregon was one of several states where
liberal groups sued to remove Trump from
the ballot under Section 3 of the 14th
Amendment, a Civil War-era provision
that prohibits those who “engaged in in-
surrection” from holding office. Only one
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of those lawsuits has been successful so
far — in Colorado, which last month ruled
that Trump’s role in the Jan. 6, 2021, at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol disqualified him
from the presidency.

That ruling is on hold until the U.S. Su-
preme Court hears an appeal by Trump.
The nation’s highest court has never ruled
on Section 3, which fell into disuse after
the 1870s, when most former Confederates
were allowed back into government by
congressional action. The U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling may decide the issue once
and for all, but the Oregon court said that
plaintiffs could try again there after the
high court rules on the Colorado appeal.
Until then, it declined to consider the law-
suit filed by five Oregon voters and orga-
nized by the liberal group Free Speech For
The People.
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