
Page 19  January 10, 2024 Martin Luther King Jr.
2024 Special Edition

Get job ready at  

Portland Community College.

START TODAY 

pcc.edu

From short-term certificates that will strengthen 
your skills, to an associate degree that can 
advance your career, PCC has a program that 
meets your needs.

You’ve also got options.

YOU’VE GOT THIS.

Confirmed Investigation Launched 
Amid Reported Hospital Death

Former 

Employee 

Believed to 

had Stolen 

Medication 
(AP) — Authorities are in-

vestigating the theft of medi-

cation prescribed to patients 

at a southern Oregon hospi-

tal, police and state medical 

officials confirmed, following 
a local news report that two 

people died and others were 

sickened after a nurse replaced 

fentanyl intravenous drips 

with tap water.

Officials at Asante Rogue 
Regional Medical Center in 

Medford reported to police 

early last month that they be-

lieved a former employee had 

stolen medication, Medford 

Police Lt. Geoff Kirkpatrick 
said in a statement.

“There was concern that this 

behavior resulted in adverse 

Oregon police confirm investigation into medication theft amid report hospital patients died.

patient care, though the extent 

of the impact on those patients 

is yet to be determined,” the 

statement said.

In a phone interview, Kirk-

patrick declined to confirm 
whether deaths resulted from 

the medication theft or tam-

pering, saying, “We’re inves-

tigating whether or not that 

behavior led to adverse patient 

care, which could be death, 

could be all sorts of other 

forms or things. ... We don’t 

know that that resulted in 

deaths.” The police statement 

said the department received 

numerous calls from individ-

uals asking if they or a fam-

ily member might have been 

affected. Asante told police 
it had identified any patients 
who were and has notified or 
is notifying them or their fam-

ilies, the department said.

Neither the hospital nor 

police would provide further 

information, and there were 

no indications an arrest had 

been made.

“We were distressed to learn 

of this issue,” Asante said in a 

statement. “We reported it to 

law enforcement and are work-

ing closely with them.”

The Oregon Health Au-

thority said Wednesday in a 

statement that it was aware of 

reports of an Asante nurse “al-

leged to have tampered with 

pharmaceutical fentanyl used 

to treat severe pain and intro-

duced tap water in patients’ 

intravenous lines.” It also 

confirmed it was investigating 
“reports that the incidents led 

to health care-associated infec-

tions that severely injured, and 

may have caused the deaths of, 

several patients.”

The Rogue Valley Times 

reported this week that the 

families of two patients — 

36-year-old Samuel Allison, 

who died in November 2022, 

and 74-year-old Barry Sam-

sten, who died in July — said 

hospital officials notified them 
that the deaths were due to in-

fections resulting from their 

pain medication being replaced 

with non-sterile tap water.

Relatives of Allison and 

Samsten did not immediately 

respond to interview requests 

from The Associated Press.
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KIRKLAND ANNEX
APARTMENTS

R e t i R e m e n t  L i v i n g

• sTUdio & 1 BedrooM aparTMenTs

  
• affordaBle renT, federal renT

  sUBsidies availaBle for Those

  Who QUalify
 

•  ideal UrBan locaTion near 

   shopping & BUs lines

•  sMall coMMUniTy aTMosphere, 
relaxed & friendly 

503•774•8885

7810 SE Foster Road
Portland, Or  97202 

Kirkland Union Manors

3530 SE 84th Avenue  ♦  Portland 97266 

503•777•8101

Westmoreland’s Union Manor

6404 SE 23rd Avenue  ♦  Portland 97202 

503•233•5671

Marshall Union Manor
2020 NW Northrup Street  ♦  Portland  97209 

503•225•0677

Kirkland Union Plaza

1414 Kauffman Avenue  ♦  Vancouver 98660
360•694•4314

www.TheUnionManors.org

AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT LIVING

For seniors 62 Years & older

• Studio & one-Bedroom ApArtmentS with KitchenS

• AffordABle rentS with no Buy-in or ApplicAtion feeS

• federAl rent SuBSidieS AvAilABle for thoSe thAt quAlify

• GArden AreAS & plAnned ActivitieS

• eASy AcceSS to BuS lineS & ShoppinG

Providing work boots for over 15 years to potential 

workers in the industry of construction. 
Straightway Service Work Boot Program 

Reach us by email straightwayservices@live.com 
You can also get our information from 211. 


