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Committed to Cultural Diversity

A Dazzling Display of Talent
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Jefferson Dancers 2022 - 2023

Shaping Futures
through the Art
of Dance

On Friday, November 17, the re-
nowned Jefferson Dancers from Jeffer-
son High School/Middle College for
Advanced Studies will grace the stage
at Body ox at 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. in
a dazzling display of talent. This annu-
al event, aptly named SOAR, will fea-
ture the incredible performances of 18
vibrant and multi-ethnic students aged
14-18, showcasing six original pieces
in various dance styles. The Jefferson
Dancers, affectionately known as "the
JDs," have a storied history of excel-
lence. Once federally funded, they now
rely heavily on the generous support
of donors to continue their mission of

empowering young artists to bring their
dreams to life.

Under the dedicated leadership of Ar-
tistic Director Steve Gonzales, the Jef-
ferson Dancers maintain an intense daily
rehearsal schedule, dedicating three hours
each school day in addition to a 90-min-
ute dance instruction class. This rigorous
training allows the JDs to excel in diverse
dance styles, including ballet, modern,
jazz, tap, hip-hop, and African. Gonzales
proudly shares, "Throughout the year, we
bring in professional guest artists and cho-
reographers, and the dancers also perform
student-led pieces crafted by our talented
company members. This commitment
to excellence instills professionalism in
our dancers and equips them to thrive on
their challenges."

SOAR 2023: Joie De Vivre fundrais-
er is a critical annual event that helps
sustain the Jefferson Dancers' ongoing
program. Funds raised contribute to

covering expenses such as guest artists,
costumes, and the highly anticipated
journey to Aix in Provence, France, this
spring. Artistic Director Steve Gonza-
les, who has dedicated 25 years to the
Jefferson Dancers, reflects on the com-
pany's mission: "The Jefferson Dancers
offer an extraordinary opportunity for
students at one of Oregon's most racial-
ly diverse high schools. Our mission is
to provide students with an immersive
experience in a professional environ-
ment that fosters creativity, commit-
ment, and achievement. Through artis-
tic expression, technique, discipline,
cultural awareness, and community
involvement, we lay a foundation for
success in all aspects of life and further
study in the arts." To learn more about
the Jefferson Dancers or this event,
please visit www.jeffersondancers.com
or contact Lisa Dungan Roth at 503-
913-6529 and Iroth@pps.net.
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State Rep. Janelle Bynum

Janelle Bynum
Statement on
Portland Association
of Teachers Strike

State Rep. and Democratic congressio-
nal candidate Janelle Bynum released the
following statement on the ongoing teach-
ers’ strike:

“As the daughter of public school
teachers, I know firsthand the sacrifices
our educators make to transform our chil-
dren’s lives. As a mom to four children,
one of whom has special needs, I under-
stand what it means to have a teacher who
is doing everything they can while not
receiving the support they need. That is
unacceptable to me.

Teachers do some of the most critical
work in this state, and when they speak
up, our leaders should listen. That’s why I
met with teachers yesterday to learn more
about the impact large class sizes, over-
whelming workloads, and skyrocketing
costs are having on their ability to address
the individual needs of each student. To
make matters worse, the educators I met
with tell me they are still helping students
recover from the loss of classroom time
during the pandemic.

I’ll work towards these values not just
as a legislator, but as a daughter of teach-
ers, a parent, and as a working mom who
understands the challenges parents face
when schools are closed and our dreams
for them get a little bit harder to realize. It
is only by bringing these kinds of shared
experiences to the table that parties can
bargain in good faith, ensuring our teach-
ers and students have the resources they
need to truly meet the opportunity our
public schools promise.”



