October 18, 2023

$13 Million to
Improve Access
to Child Care for
Student Parents

The Biden-Harris Administra-
tion announced more than $13
million in grants to 34 institutions
of higher education to support
or establish high quality, cam-
pus-based child care programs to
meet the needs of student parents
with low incomes enrolled on
their campuses. More than one
in five students are parents and
42% of all student parents attend
community colleges. High-quali-
ty child care provides benefits to
children, their parents, and the
economy at large.

“I am a big believer in campus
child care programs because I’ve
seen how they break down barriers
to upskilling and attaining post-
secondary education for parents
with young children—bringing
the American Dream within reach
for families across America,” said
U.S. Secretary of Education Mi-
guel Cardona. “Today’s grants
will help 34 colleges and univer-
sities raise the bar for how they
support student parents as they
work to earn degrees and creden-
tials that will advance their careers
and boost their earning potential.
The Biden-Harris Administration
is committed to building an in-
clusive higher education system
that’s accessible to students from
all walks of life, including parents
who dream of better futures for
themselves and their families.”

For the first time, applicants for
the Child Care Access Means Par-
ents in School (CCAMPIS) grant
program were encouraged to pro-
pose ways to improve the quality
of the services they provide, in-
cluding through higher wages for
childcare workers, which in return
can significantly reduce turnover
and are associated with better care
and improved child outcomes. An
important, measurable dimension
of quality in early childhood set-

tings is the nature of relationships
and interactions between early
childhood staff and children in the
care setting, this year’s competi-
tion included an invitational prior-
ity aligned with President Biden’s
Executive Order on Increasing
Access to High-Quality Care and
Supporting Caregivers. The in-
vitational priority was for appli-
cations from institutions that are
working to improve the quality of
campus-based childcare provid-
ed to the children of low-income
student parents, which include in-
creases in compensation and pro-
viding support services for early
childhood teachers, using Federal
and non-Federal funding as ap-
propriate. Twenty-six out of the
thirty-four institutions receiving
awards will advance this priority
as they extend critical child care
support to student parents.

The Department awarded more
than $6 million for 16 grants in the
ANNAPISI Part A grant program.
Last month, President Biden is-
sued the first-ever Presidential
Proclamation for National Asian
American and Native American
Pacific Islander-Serving Insti-
tutions (AANAPISI) Week, and
these grants are a key piece of the
Biden-Harris ~ Administration’s
commitment to elevate the signif-
icance of AANAPISIs and their
role in higher education. This
program provides grants and re-
lated assistance to AANAPISIs
to enable such institutions to im-
prove and expand their capacity to
serve Asian Americans and Native
American Pacific Islanders and
low-income individuals.

The Department also awarded
more than $46 million to 107 in-
stitutions under the Strengthening
Institutions Program (SIP), a pro-
gram designed to help eligible in-
stitutions expand their capacity to
serve students with low incomes
by providing funds to improve and
strengthen the academic quality,
institutional management, and fis-
cal stability of eligible institutions.
The CCAMPIS awardees include
Chemeketa Community College
in the amount of $498,654.00
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We take pride in this community.
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For over 90 years, OnPoint has been a part of the Pacific Northwest.
In that time, we have empowered people from all walks of life to
achieve their financial goals. Drop by one of our 56 branches. We'd
love to introduce you to the financial tools and resources that
can help you, your family and your community thrive.
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