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OPINION

Winning the
Fights that Matter

On the White House lawn as President
Biden announces major step to
protect the earth. It was a celebration
of tthe end to a decades-long fight to
protect Bristol Bay from a proposed
open pit gold and copper mine that
would dump into the watersheds of
two rivers emptying into the bay. The
young man in the third row - second
from right - is Jack Jealous, Ben
Jealous's 10-year-old son.

By BEN JEALOUS

I thought last week about the psalm
that describes how the most exalted
pays closest attention to the smallest,
the most in need among us.

I was at the White House Thursday
marking a major step that the Biden ad-
ministration took to protect the Earth.
The interesting part was it wasn’t relat-
ed to the major news that day.

Earlier, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) had proposed the tightest
limits ever on coal- and gas-fueled pow-
er plants’ pollution. Those plants are the
second largest source of planet-warm-
ing gases in the country.

The rules would require power com-
panies to reduce their air pollution.
Along with wunprecedented federal
spending to build clean energy, it’s a
key step toward meeting the President’s
pledge to cut U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions in half by 2030.

It’s a monumental step in a fight I’ve
been part of for more than a decade,

since we launched the NAACP’s climate
justice program and reported on the dis-
proportionate harm to Black communi-
ties from coal-fired power plants.

But we were on the White House
lawn with Indigenous Alaskans and
their allies in environmental groups cel-
ebrating the end to a decades-long fight
to protect Bristol Bay from a proposed
open pit gold and copper mine that
would dump into the watersheds of two
rivers emptying into the bay.

The EPA earlier this year made a final
ruling under the Clean Water Act to pro-
hibit the pollution. It was only the third
such decision in the last 30 years.

Bristol Bay is a place where native
culture and commerce both thrive. It’s
home to one of the world’s last sustain-
able, salmon-based cultures in more
than two dozen Native Alaskan villages
and communities surrounding it.

The bay also is the world’s largest
sockeye salmon fishery, producing half
the wild sockeye consumed annually
and creating 15,000 jobs. The rivers and
streams that run through Bristol Bay are
vital spawning grounds for coho and
chum as well as sockeye salmon and
favorites for sport fishermen. In all, the
pollution would have risked $2.2 billion
in economic impact.

“Salmon have sustained our indige-
nous ways of life and support thousands
of American jobs. But for the last 20
years, the Pebble Mine has threatened to
take all of that away — but our people
stood up and fought back to protect what
we hold sacred,” Alanna Hurley, who
leads United Tribes of Bristol, told us.

President Biden noted that the com-
mercial salmon season begins on June
1. Fishermen will “head out on the
water at dawn, cast their nets, and fish
the most abundant wild salmon on the
planet. Just like fishermen have done for
generations.” He added, “Just like they
will do for generations to come thanks
to all of you.”

It was a reminder that local fights
turn into significant victories, that di-
verse groups from native peoples to
sport fishermen can find something they
all care about and protect it together. It’s
how we will save the planet, keep it liv-
able, and keep this democracy strong.

Ben Jealous is executive director of
the Sierra Club, the nation’s largest and
most influential grassroots environ-
mental organization. He is a professor
of practice at the University of Penn-
sylvania and author of “Never Forget
Our People Were Always Free,” pub-
lished in January.
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High schoolers take part in virtual welding at Manufacturing Day.

Experiment,
Discover and Learn!

Manufacturing
Day at OMIC

Portland Community College and the
Oregon Manufacturing Innovation Center
(OMIC) are collaborating with regional in-
dustry, education and workforce develop-
ment partners to host the annual “Manufac-
turing Day” on Friday, Oct. 6 in Columbia
County. In this open house event, students
and the public are invited to experiment,
discover and learn together in Scappoose.

Manufacturing (MFG) Day will be free
and open to the public from 2-5 p.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 6 with invited high schools vis-
iting earlier in the day.. The event is joint-
ly held at PCC’s Oregon Manufacturing
Innovation Training Center (34001 NE
Wagner Ct.) and the OMIC Research and
Development Center (33701 Charles T.
Parker Way) in Scappoose. Parking is free.

MFG Day celebrates those who make
the products that keep people safe, enrich
lives, strengthen economic and national se-
curity, and provide countless opportunities
for communities and the workforce. Like-
wise, OMIC facilities are comprised of
scientists, engineers, industry leaders and
academic experts in search of innovations
for metals manufacturing.

The event is the largest of its kind in
Oregon with more than 300 students from
around the region participating. MFG Day
features live demonstrations of 3D print-
ing, laser cutting and virtual welding, as
well as engaging hands-on activities that

spark creativity to provide regional stu-
dents and community members an oppor-
tunity to learn about the latest opportuni-
ties in advanced manufacturing. Local,
regional, national and global participating
partners include companies such as Ma-
larkey Roofing Products, Bullseye Glass,
CleanMark Labels, Making Made Simple,
Leupold & Stevens, Oregon Vocational
Rehabilitation, Greenleaf Corporation,
Sandvik Coromant, and event sponsors
Port of Columbia County and George Fox
University.

PCC’s OMIC Training Center, built
from the 2008 and 2017 PCC bond mea-
sures, is designed to inspire and prepare
Oregon’s workforce for good-paying jobs
and careers in advanced manufacturing.
In the end, students benefit from indus-
try-driven training and Oregon employers
are able to hire highly sought-after workers
who have the most current skill sets.

The training center offers a variety of
manufacturing-related training programs,
ranging from traditional career and tech-
nical education to apprenticeship mod-
els that combine on-the-job training with
classroom and lab instruction. With an em-
phasis on craftsmanship, professionalism,
and placing graduates into high-demand
manufacturing jobs, students can complete
an apprenticeship program and/or an as-
sociate degree or certificate leading to an
advanced degree.

Learn more at www.pcc.edu/loca-
tions/columbia-county/ or visit the MFG
Day event site at https://www.pcc.edu/
£0/2023-manufacturing-day/
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