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Suspect Escaped 

Psychiatric Hospital 

Man who 

faces multiple 

charges found 

stuck in 

muddy pond
(AP)  A man charged with 

attempted murder who escaped 

from a psychiatric hospital in 

Oregon while fully shackled 

was arrested after he was found 

floundering in a muddy pond.

Christopher Pray was found 

buried up to the armpits in the 

pond in Portland, the Oregon 

State Police said. Portland Fire 

& Rescue personnel extricat-

ed the man using ropes and he 

was taken to the hospital. Police 

said he gave a false name, but 

a hospital employee recognized 
Pray and police were called.

The Oregon State Police are 

investigating how Pray managed 

to escape as he was being taken to 

the Oregon State Hospital in Sa-

lem. Restrained with leg shackles, 

a belly chain and handcuffs, Pray 
slid into the driver’s seat of a van 

he was being transported in when 

the driver was outside the vehicle 

and drove away. An employee of 

the Oregon State Hospital was 

injured during the escape, spokes-

person Amber Shoebridge said.

Shoebridge said in an emailed 

statement that Pray had “an al-

tercation with another patient” 
shortly after he was admitted 

and needed to be taken away for 

treatment. When he was brought 

back to the Oregon State Hos-

pital that night in an unmarked 

Oregon State Hospital van, Pray 

was “able to gain control of the 

van and drive away.”
Pray faces charges including 

attempted murder, robbery, as-

sault and felon in possession of 

a firearm in Multnomah County 

Circuit Court, where Portland 

is located. He was sent to the 

Oregon State Hospital after he 

was found unfit to proceed with 

trial, according to court records. 

A message left with his lawyer 

seeking comment wasn’t imme-

diately returned.
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