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Program
struggles to
replace director

who resigned

(AP) — A leadership void is
putting a nursing program in Port-
land, Oregon, at risk of closure,
causing concern for students and
faculty as the state grapples with a
nursing shortage.

The director of Portland Com-
munity College’s nursing program
hasn’t been replaced since resign-
ing last month, Oregon Public
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Broadcasting reported. The school
has until May 4 to fill the position
under state nursing regulations.

Students and faculty members
say they’re worried.

“We have students that are about
to graduate,” said Anne Mortensen,
a nursing faculty member at PCC.
“They will not be able to graduate
if we do not have a director.”

Dozens of people attended the
college’s board meeting last week
to testify and call for the nursing
program director to be replaced.

Nursing faculty at PCC say part
of the challenge of filling the lead-
ership position has been financial.
Two faculty members who offered
to fill the role temporarily request-
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PCC Nursing Program Risk Closure

ed higher pay. PCC declined the
offer, OPB reported.

The college is “working on find-
ing a replacement swiftly,” PCC’s
interim senior director of market-
ing and communications James
Hill said in a statement to OPB.

A potential closure would like-
ly exacerbate Oregon’s shortage of
nurses and nursing faculty.

Nursing programs in Oregon
have struggled to recruit teachers
because of low pay. Nurse prac-
titioners earn more working in
health care than in education. Ore-
gon has the 12th largest pay gap in
the country between nursing facul-
ty and nurse practitioners, accord-
ing to a recent state agency report.



