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Oregon Child Welfare Director National Appointment Confirmed

Positive Changes
ahead for department

The U.S. Senate has confirmed the ap-
pointment of Oregon Child Welfare Direc-
tor Rebecca Jones Gaston to Commissioner
of the Administration of Children, Youth,
and Families (ACYF) in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

The ACYF oversees federal programs
that support social services that promote
the positive growth and development of
children, youth and their families; pro-
tective services and shelter for children
and youth in at-risk situations; and adop-
tion for children with special needs.

“I °d like to congratulate Rebecca
for her confirmation by the U.S. Senate
as Commissioner of the Administration
on Children, Youth and Families," said
Governor Kate Brown. “Under her lead-
ership, we have made progress in Ore-
gon to better stabilize our child welfare
system and work towards a vision for
transforming the system to better serve
children and families. I'm so pleased that
she will now bring the same talent and
expertise to the federal level, to the ben-
efit of families across the nation.”

Jones Gaston joined the Oregon De-
partment of Human Services as Child
Welfare Director in 2019, following
Governor Brown’s executive order aimed
at improving the child welfare system.
Since that time, Jones Gaston had led
the division in achieving the following,
reducing the number of children in fos-
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Aprille FInt—Gerner Interim Child Welfare Director and Rebecca Jones Gaston
Commissioner of the Administration of Children, Youth, and Families.

ter care from over 7,000 to under 5,000;
eliminating the use of out-of-state resi-
dential treatment facilities; and adjusting
operations and policy to respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic while maintaining
services for children and families.

“We are proud of Rebecca and thank-
ful for her impactful leadership over the

past three years,” said Fariborz Pakseresht,
ODHS Director. “Rebecca’s appointment
and confirmation are a testament to the prog-
ress that has been made in Oregon child wel-
fare as well as the Vision for Transformation
created under Rebecca’s leadership.”
Effective Jan. 1, 2023, Aprille
Flint-Gerner will begin serving as Inter-

im Child Welfare Director. Flint-Gerner
is currently the Child Welfare Division
Deputy Director for Equity, Training
and Workforce Development. Flint-Ger-
ner is a social worker with more than
25 years of public service focused on
system change on behalf of children,
youth and families and the well-being
of communities. Her past work includes
serving as the Child Welfare Workforce
Development Manager at the University
of Nevada Las Vegas where she creat-
ed, implemented, and managed effective
workforce development assessment and
training to Nevada child welfare workers,
supervisors, and providers. Flint-Gerner
is active with several initiatives aimed at
eliminating disparate outcomes for youth
most impacted by the child welfare and
juvenile justice systems.

“Aprille is committed to continuing the
transformation begun under Rebecca’s
leadership,” Pakseresht said. “Her strong
commitment to equity and inclusion and
experience in system change and improv-
ing outcomes for marginalized communi-
ties will ensure Oregon keeps momentum
in better serving the needs of children,
families and communities.”

"I am honored to help continue to
bring the Vision for Transformation
to life, by focusing on prevention and
preservation, equity and workforce de-
velopment, and being a data-informed
system,” Flint-Gerner said. “Together —
with our workforce and partners — we can
keep improving outcomes and strength-
ening public confidence in our work.”

1 out of 3 adults in the US have prediabetes, but
most don’t know they have it. You can take action
and reduce your risk of developing type 2 diabetes.
Take a free screening or talk to your doctor.

Diabetes risk factors include:

- having prediabetes

+ being 45 years or older

- having a family member with type 2 diabetes
« being active less than 3 times a week
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Portland firefighters provide essential services for the community including
fighting fires, emergency medical services, safety education to the public,
investigations, code enforcement, and helping those most in need.
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If you have a strong desire to be of service, give back to your community, and
be a part of a high-performing, mission-driven, diverse organization, join
Portland Fire & Rescue and start a rewarding career in firefighting and
emergency medical services.

( To learn more, scan the QR code, or visit: PO rtland.g OV/ﬁ re/join

multco.us/health/di



