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NE Workforce
Center Expands

Constructing Hope, job training non-profit that helps people of
color, returning citizens and low income folks gain construction
skills and job placements, is celebrating the expansion of its
workforce center at 405 N.E. Church St. and Martin Luther King Jr.

Boulevard.

Constructing
Hope reopens
with larger
space, outreach

Constructing Hope, a job train-
ing non-profit rooted in Portland’s
historic Black community, is cel-
ebrating the re-opening a work-
force training center this week
after expanding the facility to ac-
commodate larger class sizes and
more job training spots.

The renovated building at 405
N.E. Church St. and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Boulevard can now
accommodate up to 160 trainees
annually. The public got a look in-
side during tours on Tuesday.

The mission is rebuilding the
lives of disadvantaged men and
women in our community by
providing job skills training and
education in the construction in-

dustry. The primary groups served
include people of color, returning
citizens, and low-income adults
looking to gain skills to access a
career in construction paying a
living wage.

Constructing Hope has placed
over 1,000 graduates into ap-
prenticeships in trades including
carpentry, plumbing and masonry
dating back to 1995.

“The trades don’t have to be a
last resort, there are plenty of op-
portunities out there for people of
all ages, backgrounds and skill
sets,” said Avon Bailey-Hall, a
graduate of the program.

Another graduate Cicely Davis
added, “The program also put me
in a good position by making me
more versatile. When I graduated
from the pre-apprenticeship pro-
gram and went into my first full
apprenticeship, earned my supe-
rior’s trust, and wasn’t afraid to
advocate for myself, I was able to
transition into carpentry as I origi-
nally planned.”
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With Humor and Tenderness

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

He holds the audience with such
a wonderful combination of hu-
mor and tenderness. In keeping
with the show’s roots, the cast
works—and I do mean they
work—in a community of lis-
tening and play and considerable
skill. It’s all in fun—but it pays to
notice that there is great facility
and intention at work here. No

major problems will have been
solved over the course of 90 min-
utes, but the performers have in
some ways practiced, and enlist-
ed us in practicing, a resourceful
sort of hope, finding the thread
of humor and fun woven into or-
dinary events, ordinary irritation,
ordinary dreams and wishes and
memories. There’s freedom here,
and love. And it’s not saying too
much to call it supreme.

“Freestyle Love Supreme”
plays at Portland Center Stage
through May 1.

Darleen Ortega is a judge
on the Oregon Court of Appeals
and the first woman of color to
serve in that capacity. Her mov-
ie and theater review column
Opinionated Judge appears
regularly in The Portland Ob-
server. Find her review blog at
opinionatedjudge.blogspot.com.

S Koving Memory

Douglas
Amaya

Douglas Amaya, resident of Gladstone, Ore. and grand-
father to Chaudrey Boyd and Curtis Lee, passed away on
March 31, 2022 in his daughter’s arms. His remains were
returned back to Chicago where he will rest permanently.

He leaves behind seven children, Shynovia Amaya of In-
diana, DeBorah Lee of Oregon, Sabrina Sumlin of Lousi-
ana, Douglas Amaya, Ashraf Amaya, Kameilah Allen, and
his baby girl D’andrea Amaya, all of Illinois; nine grand-
children, four great-grandchildren, and lots and lots of cous-

ins and friends.
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North by Northeast Community Health Center is the only clinic

in Oregon devoted to African American health. We provide
welcoming, high quality health care to adults who have Oregon
Health Plan. Since 2006, our priority has been to serve the local
African American community and to reduce the deadly effects of
high blood pressure and diabetes. We are accepting new patients,
and if you’re uninsured, we can help you get covered!

‘northey
northeast

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

To make an appointment or learn
about our services, contact us:

www.nxneclinic.org
(503) 287-4932

714 NE Alberta Street
Portland, Oregon 97211

We want to see
our community
stay safe and
healthy during
the COVID-19
pandemic. Please:

Protect yourself and
others by getting the
COVID-19 vaccine (and
booster when you are
eligible). Call us at
(503) 287-4932 to
schedule a vaccine
appointment.
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Wear a well-fitting mask
over your mouth and
nose, ideally a surgical,
N95 or KN95 mask.
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