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a noble America alive is the 1836 Proj-
ect in Texas. Described by historians
and educators as “propaganda that seeks
to erase the role of slavery as a driving
factor in the Texas Revolution,” the
1836 Project was a reaction to the New
York Times’ 1619 Project, whose intro-
ductory essay, written by Nikole Han-
nah-Jones, garnered the 2020 Pulitzer
Prize for Commentary.

While the 1619 Project laid bare the
provable facts of slavery and racism in
America’s past, the 1836 Project is a
racist construct built of myth and under-
girded by fantasy. The ridiculousness of
the 1836 Project is easily exposed by
the most cursory reading of the 1836
Constitution of the Republic of Texas.
After Sam Houston’s army defeated the
forces of Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna and halted the northward march
of the Mexican army to abolish slavery
in Texas, the mostly European-Amer-
ican Texans formed a republic and in-
stalled a constitution.

Section 9 of the 1836 constitution
of Texas read in part: “All persons of
color who were slaves for life previous
to their emigration to Texas, and who
are now held in bondage, shall remain
in the like state of servitude, provide
(sic) the said slave shall be the bona fide
property of the person so holding said
slave as aforesaid.”

“Congress shall pass no laws to pro-
hibit emigrants from the United States
of America from bringing their slaves
into the Republic with them, and holding
them by the same tenure by which such
slaves were held in the United States.”

“INJor shall Congress have pow-
er to emancipate slaves; nor shall any
slave-holder be allowed to emancipate
his or her slave or slaves, without the
consent of Congress, unless he or she
shall send his or her slave or slaves with-
out the limits of the Republic.”

“No free person of African descent,
either in whole or in part, shall be permit-
ted to reside permanently in the Republic,
without the consent of Congress.”

All this attention was given to the
issue of slavery because Mexico had
outlawed slavery in 1829 and the war
surrounding the Battle of the Alamo
was brought about because Texans re-
fused to free their slaves. These are
immutable historical facts, and unless
Texas destroys all copies of its 1836
Constitution, the racism of Texas’
founding fathers is there for everyone
to see.

It is not America that white suprem-
acists love; it is the fiction about this
country that is dear to their hearts. And
we must never accept their beloved lies
as our truths.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former Marine
Corps combat pilot and human rights
activist who practices law in Virginia.
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ing several ribs and causing heavy internal
bleeding, Donoghue said. The second shot
missed entirely. The third shot fired at
point-blank range ripped through a ma-
jor artery and vein near his left armpit
and fractured bones in his shoulder and
upper arm.

The jury saw close-up photos of his in-
juries, which included several large abra-
sions to Arbery’s face from when he fell
facedown in the street following the third
gunshot. Photos of his clothing showed
his T-shirt turned red with blood. Cell-
phone video of the shooting shows it had
been white.

Superior Court Judge Timothy Walms-
ley said defense attorneys would begin
their cases Wednesday.

Father and son Greg and Travis Mc-
Michael armed themselves and pursued
Arbery in a pickup truck after spotting
him running in their neighborhood. Their
neighbor William “Roddie” Bryan joined
the chase and took cellphone video of
Travis McMichael shooting Arbery. All
three men are charged with murder and
other crimes.

The McMichaels told police they chased
Arbery suspecting he was a burglar after se-
curity cameras recorded him several times
inside a home under construction, five
houses away. The video, presented during
trial, only showed him walking through the
construction, never stealing anything.

Advertise

with diversity

in

The Portland

Observer

BUSINESS
GUIDE

Call 503-288-0033

ads@portlandobserver.com

Website: avalonflowerspdx.com
email: avalonflowers@msn.com
We Offer Wire Services

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. agent

311 NE Killingsworth St,

Portland, OR 97211

503 286 1103  Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5Smb@statefarm.com

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service &

STATE FARM

o

INSURANCE

State Farm®

1022 NW Marshall Strest 8450 Portiand OR | (503) 226-6361 | paulsoncoletticom




