October 20, 2021

The Portland Observer

tS

\ ENTEDTAINMINT

Prelude to

“Howloween

Some of the world’s largest
land animals demolished some of
the area’s largest pumpkins as the
Oregon Zoo kicked off its 23rd an-
nual Squishing of the Squash last
week, a prelude to this month’s
Halloween activities.

This year’s pumpkins were
provided by Pacific Giant Vegeta-
ble Growers Club members Larry
Nelson and Jacob Baldridge.

The zoo’s annual “Howlow-
een” celebration takes place over
two weekends, Oct. 23-24 and
Oct. 28-31, when kids can show
off their costumes and learn about
wildlife in a fun and safe setting.

The Squishing of the Squash
tradition dates back to 1999, when
Hoffman’s Dairy Garden of Can-
by dropped off a prize-winning
828-pound pumpkin for the ele-
phant family. In those days, local
farmers often donated overstock
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Power in Pink:
Celebrating our Resilience

Join this virtual event for an hour of
education, celebration, and to honor breast

'SIGN UP ON FACEBOOK: (@ PDXNAACP
'I: 'FREE VIRTUAL EVENT!
OCTOBER 23 | 4:00PM PST
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Pachyderms from the Asian elephant family at the Oregon Zoo
pulverize pumpkins in prelude to the zoo’s special “Howloween”

festivities, Oct. 23-24 and Oct. 28-31.

pumpkins for use in the zoo’s
groundbreaking animal enrich-
ment efforts — improving ani-
mals’ well-being by providing
stimulating and challenging envi-

ronments, objects and activities.
The zoo is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p-m. Monday through Friday, and 9
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekends. To plan
your trip, g0 to oregonzoo.org/visit.
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SERVE U P ENERGY SAVINGS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

witH THEHELPOF ENERGY EXPERTS.

With business booming again for local hotels and restaurants, it's time to consider improving
your customers’ experience through smarter energy use. Energy Trust of Oregon offers a full
menu of energy-efficiency tools and resources — so the only thing that's piping hot in your
kitchen is your daily special, Learn more at EnergyTrust.org/forbusiness.

ENERGY TRUST for BUSINESS
Run Better
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