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James DePreist in 2002. (AP photo)

Honoring Past, Inspiring Future
Date set for 

annual DePreist 

Awards

A playful 10-week-old river otter pup has taken up residence at the Oregon Zoo this summer 
after being orphaned along a roadside in Columbia County, several miles west of Portland. 

Zoo staff are making plans to introduce her to Tilly and the other river otters in zoo’s 
Cascade Stream and Pond area until a permanent home is found.

Volunteers of America Oregon 
will honor the past and inspire 

the future with its annual DePre-

ist Award for Excellence, a fund-

raiser that honors individuals who 

exemplify the spirit of community 

service and a commitment to make 

Oregon a better place to live, work 

and grow.

This year’s festivities will be 

held Thursday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. 
and will once again be broadcast 

as a virtual event because of the 

coronavirus pandemic on KGW 

Channel 8. Acclaimed Portland 
singer Julianne Johnson and KGW 

news anchor Brenda Braxton will 

serve as emcees.

Volunteers of America Oregon 
has presented the annual DePreist 

Award for Excellence to commu-

nity leaders, philanthropists, and 

executives for the past 20 years, 

established to honor the contribu-

tions of the late Oregon Sympho-

ny Maestro James DePreist and 

his wife, Ginette, to the Portland 

community. 

“The DePreists remind us of 

the importance of service to oth-

ers as well as the value of the arts 

in our community,” said Kay To-

ran, president and chief executive 

officer of Volunteers of America 
Oregon.

“ This year at our fundraising 

event, we will celebrate the impact 

of VOA Oregon programs and ser-
vices and what it means to be in 

community and work together for 

the greater good. Join us as we 

recognize the important contribu-

tions of those who have support-

ed our mission and allowed us to 

serve our community,” Toran said.  

Viewers and VOA support-
ers are encouraged to watch and 

RSVP by visiting voaror.org/rsvp.

Photo by MiChael durhaM, Courtesy of the oregon Zoo.

River Otter Takes Up Residence

Web:  www.sunlanlighting.com  •  E-mail:  kay@sunlanlighting.com

We are 

Open!

3901 N. Mississippi 
Ave.  •  Portland, 

OR 97227

P: 503.281.0453  
Fax 503.281.3408

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Cleo Graves CobbsCleo Graves Cobbs

Happy 94th birthday 

to Cleo Graves Cobbs.  

She was born July 

19, 1927 in Graves 

Chapel-Lockesburg, 

Ark., and has lived in 

Portland since moving 

here in the 1940’s.


