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With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, Five Multnomah County libraries are now welcoming patrons back inside, including the Holgate 

branch in southeast Portland.

Libraries Reopen with Lower Risk
Five Portland area libraries 

have reopened their doors to the 

public for the first time in more 
than a year as the risks for coro-

navirus transmissions are low-

ered in Multnomah County.

The Multnomah County li-

brary system is welcoming pa-

trons back inside at the  Capitol 
Hill, Gresham, Holgate, Kenton 

and Midland branch libraries, a 
first step in a limited and phased 
reopening of library spaces, of-
ficials said.

Under the governor’s health 

emergency powers, Multnomah 

County moved from “High 

Risk” to “Lower Risk” for 

COVID-19 on May 27, allow-

ing more people to gather inside 

businesses, faith institutions, 
fitness centers, and other in-

door and outdoor venues. Even 

as this shift occurs, the Mult-

nomah County Public Health 
Division recommends that ev-

eryone continue wearing masks 

in any indoor public spaces for 
the time being.

The library will open more 
buildings in phases and expand 
services over time as safety and 

public health considerations al-
low.


