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Obama Wins! Nov. 5, 2008 – Portland Observer cover issue reports 

on the election of Barak Obama as first Black President of the United 
States, a historic triumph that overcame racial barriers as old as 

America itself.

Community Service Awards, Nov. 14, 2012 – The Portland Observer hosts 

more than 200 community members for its First Community Services Award Dinner. 

Special recognition was made to Ron Herndon of Albina Head Start, John Jackley 

of the Portland Development Commission, Charlene Williams of Portland Public 

Schools, former Sen. Avel Gordly, TriMet’s Mary Fetsch and Bruce Watts, Corliss 

McKeever of the African American Health Coalition, and Cinna’mon Williams of 

Home Forward. Six Portland area students were awarded scholarships for their work 

as outstanding contributors to their schools and community.


