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H
ome Forward remains committed to serving our community by   

 providing housing to those in need. To do so, we require business partnerships. 

We frequently have contracting opportunities for minority, women-owned, and 

emerging small businesses in such areas as:

• Professional Services

• Construction

• Social Services

• More!

Please visit the Business Contracting area of our website at  

http://www.homeforward.org/work-with-us/business-contracting

Hope. Access. Potential…&Arts
ENTERTAINMENT

Portland’s Hawthorne 

Boulevard Book
Captures best of the eclectic street

A new book by Portland au-

thor Rhys Scholes captures the 

heart and soul, past and pres-

ent of Hawthorne Boulevard.

From a farm path in 1850 to 

a tourist destination in the 21st 

century, Hawthorne Boulevard 

has become a bustling city 

thoroughfare and a persistent-

ly eclectic neighborhood. The 

street that runs from the Wil-

lamette River to Mount Tabor 

has been called a hippie haven 

and a shopper’s paradise.

It takes its name from Dr. 

J.C. Hawthorne, who opened 

Oregon’s first asylum there 
in 1861. Streetcars brought 

population growth, grocery 

stores, and saloons. In 1912, 

the delegates to the Elks’ na-

tional convention paraded on 

Hawthorne Boulevard, and the 

1948 Rose Festival Grand Flo-

ral Parade was there.

In the 1950s, the Hawthorne 

Boosters kept the bustle in 

the boulevard, but the 1970s 

brought vacant storefronts. 

Cheap rent created opportu-

nities for hip entrepreneurs, 

and organized revitalization 

in the 1980s was sensitive 

to the communities’ unique 

character. Today, Hawthorne 

Boulevard draws visitors from 

across the city and around the 

world.

Scholes, who has worked 

on or lived near Hawthorne 

Boulevard for decades, said he 

was proud to tell some of the 

stories of his own community. 

Images in the book come from 

the Oregon Historical Society, 

City of Portland Archives, the 

Gholston Collection, Haw-

thorne Boulevard Business 

Association, and many other 

sources.


