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OPINION
Opinion articles do not necessarily represent 

the views of  the Portland Observer. We 

welcome reader essays, photos and story ideas. 

Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

$5.00 TEES
CLUBS 

FAMILY REUNIONS

SCHOOL CLUBS

BUSINESSES

SCREEN PRINTING

971-570-8214

Theotis Cason

503-287-0855

5015 NE MLK Blvd.
Portland, OR 97211

Catering Available

YOU CALL, WE HAUL

Johnny Huff
(owner/operator)

Scrapping Metal

& Landscape Meintenance

Cell: (971) 263-5516

Good Day Reader

GOOD NEWS HERE

The Multi-Trillion dollar Travel 
Industry is looking to get YOU 

the “greatest savings” on 
your Travel, Hotel/Condos 

accommodations. Travel that will 
SAVE & MAKE you/your Family 
cash to travel on/pay-off Bills/

etc. You can access this travel biz 
membership for $1, $20 or $100. 

You decide. For more info ph 
coach John at 503-358-9655.

Note: We have a special for 

Non-Profits fundraisers.

Seeonline at income4u.
my1dollarbusiness.com

Cannon’s, tasty food and friendly 

neighborhood atmosphere.

Cannon’s

rib express

3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd, 

Portland OR

Call to Order: 503-288-3836

Open (hours)
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm

Closed Tuesday

State Farm R

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Ernest J. Hill, Jr. 
Agent

311 NE Killingsworth St, 

Portland, OR 97211

503 286 1103 • Fax 503 286 1146

ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service R

Martin Cleaning  
Service

MCS Residential &  

Commercial Business

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Minimum Service CHG.

 $50.00 (A small distance/travel 
charge may be applied)

Ask about all our other special 

services available

CARPET • UPHOLSTERY

AREA/ORIENTAL RUG

VEHICLES • AUTO/BOAT/RV 

ODOR TREATMENT

SPOT & STAIN REMOVAL

AND MUCH MORE

Call for Appointment (503) 281-3949

BUSINESSDIRECTORY

We specialize in a variety 

of cuts for men and 

women, hot towel razor 

shaves, braiding, hair 

extension, Shampoo, blow 

dryer and Platinum fade.

Call Today or Walk in !!!

5010 NE 9th Ave

Portland, Or 97211

Phone:  503 284-2989

There’s No Denying We’ve Defied the Odds
Black excellence 

is about who we 

have become
by traCey l. rogers

Across the country, 

Black History Month 

came and went with little 

celebration due to cover-

age of the impeachment 

trial and 2020 presiden-

tial primaries. As disap-

pointing as this has been, 

it did have one surprising high-

light: a video and print campaign 

(which included the Portland Ob-

server) compiled by Google cele-

brating black history makers who 

received the most online searches 

in the history of the internet.

Dr. Maya Angelou, for exam-

ple, was the most searched fe-

male poet. Serena Williams was 

the most searched tennis play-

er. Oprah Winfrey was the most 

searched talk show host, while 

Malcolm X was the most searched 

autobiography.

Their recognition was signifi-

cant; these four black Americans 

were the most searched individu-

als, without race as a qual-

ifier. Beyoncé, for example, 
had the most searched “per-

formance” on Google, not 

the most searched “African 

American” performance.

The short month of Feb-

ruary is never enough time 

to adequately capture just 

how much black people have done 

for this country, and how much 

we have contributed to American 

society.

Black History Month is not 

just a time to replay the speeches 

of civil rights leaders like Martin 

Luther King, Jr. We must also re-

member a movement that saw le-

gions of black people overcome 

America’s original sin.

It is through our perseverance 

and contributions that black com-

munities have coined the phrase 

“black excellence,” a phrase that 

defines the hardships black people 
have defied, and the accomplish-

ments black people have achieved.

The meaning behind black ex-

cellence is extensive, dating back 

to a time when black Americans, 

as a writer for Essence put it, 

“pushed back against racist car-

icatures of Blackness as not only 

ignorant, but incapable of true 

leadership.”

Such caricatures are why black 

people have been raised with the 

narrative that in order to reach 

success and be offered a seat at the 

table, we must work twice as hard.

In many ways, this narrative 

has been harmful to the black 

community, perpetuating the myth 

that our acceptance in American 

society is contingent on how hard 

we work. But it is also a narrative 

that instilled in us an innate deter-

mination to push through adversi-

ty, beating the odds that are forev-

er stacked against us.

Just as black history can’t be re-

vered in only 28 or 29 days, black 

excellence is not solely attributed 

to those extraordinary individ-

uals, athletes, poets, and artists 

who have reached celebrity status. 

Black excellence happens every 

day.

It is in the way black organizers 

and activists continue the fight for 
criminal justice reform in a coun-

try where the rate of incarceration 

for blacks is five times more than 
that of whites. It is in the insis-

tence that black lives matter when 

the risk for being killed by police 

is more pronounced for black 

men. It is through our cultural 

contributions — music, fashion, 

the arts — too often appropriated 

for their excellence.

That we are still able to thrive 

in a county with racist ideas en-

coded into its rule of law, and 

where median white wealth 

is still 41 times median black 

wealth, is all symbolic of black 

excellence.

After 246 years of slavery and 
another 89 years of segregation 

and Jim Crow, we have only had 

66 years of formal civil liberties 
and protections. Even these re-

main under threat in 2020.

And yet, as Dr. Maya Angelou 

said in the title of one of her most 

famous poems, “Still, I’ll rise.”

Black excellence isn’t just 

about what black people have 

achieved. It is who we have be-

come as a result.

That’s why I’m proud to be 

Black, and I do not need a month 

on the calendar to remind me of 

my excellence. The legacy of 

black people — our humanity and 

resistance to oppression — will 

always be worthy of celebration.

Tracey L. Rogers is an entre-

preneur and activist living in Phil-

adelphia. Distributed by Other-

Words.org.

Chilling ICE Arrest
ICE (Immigration and Customs En-

forcement) took its cruelty to a new low, 

sending a chilling message to families last 

week when they separated a father from 

his children, detaining him at a school bus 

stop in Washington County - in front of a 

school bus full of children.  

We should all be outraged by these 

heartless and terrifying tactics that fly in 
the face of Oregon’s values. Our chil-

dren deserve to go to school without fear 

of having their families torn apart by 

Trump’s immigration enforcement ma-

chine. Instead, we are seeing cruel fami-

ly separation right in our own backyard. 

These attacks inflict trauma on our chil-
dren, and instill fear an entire community 

that believed our schools - and by exten-

sion, school bus stops - were safe. 

At the Latino Network, we believe ac-

cess to a quality education is one of the 

most fundamental human rights, and we 

encourage parents to be active partners 

in their children’s schooling. We stand in 

solidarity and resilience with our commu-

nity, and we refuse to allow our families 

to be pushed further into the shadows.

We applaud the Tigard-Tualatin 

School District for their support of the 

impacted families and their advocacy for 

greater protections for all children. We 

join them and our local elected leaders in 

calling for immediate legislative action to 

prohibit ICE enforcement at school bus 

stops.

The Latino Network is committed to 

providing support and wrap-around ser-

vices. If you or someone you know is go-

ing through an immigration-related emer-

gency, reach out to us at 503-283-6881.
Sadie Feibel, director of the Early 

Childhood Division at the Latino Net-

work. 


