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Rising from Northeast Grand Avenue and Holladay, the Louisa Flowers building, provides 240 

affordable apartments geared for people left behind by the metro area’s increasingly expensive 

housing market.

Early Black Leader
ic Railroad.

In spite of the difficulties of 
those early days, while her hus-

band was working for the railroad, 

in addition to raising four boys, 

Louisa was heavily involved in 

civic work. She was a founding 

member of the Williams YMCA 

(today the Billy Webb Elks 

Lodge), was deeply involved with 

the NAACP and was a deaconess 

of the Bethel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church.

Louisa was also a member 

of the Old Rose Club, which 

raised college scholarship mon-

ey for young women, and Allen, 

who was appointed to the Negro 

Farmers Congress by Gov. Os-

wald West, was instrumental in 

bringing Booker T. Washington to 

speak in Portland.

The Flowers had a farm near 

Mt. Scott in the Lents neighbor-

hood where they raised horses and 

grew raspberries, and which be-

came a gathering place for black 

community life in Portland. 

The family also bought land 

and built several houses in the 

old Lower Albina Neighborhood, 

a few blocks from the now Lloyd 

District neighborhood and site of 

the new building named in her 

honor. Completed in November at 

Northeast Grand Avenue between 

Hassalo and Holladay streets, 

the Lousia Flowers provides 240 

affordable rental studio and one- 

and two-bedroom apartments.

Michael Buonocore, executive 

director of Home Forward, said 

naming the building for Flowers 

was a thoughtful process involv-

ing much research and the help 

of Oregon Black Pioneers and the 

Portland YWCA, and one that will 

be repeated in the future.

The idea was to identify names 

of people who are meaningful in 

Portland’s history but whose sto-

ries were lost or not well known, 

Buonocore told the Portland Ob-

server.

“It’s a wonderful process to go 

through and made all of us feel 

good about sharing the story on 

Louisa Flowers and to have the 

opportunity to do more in the fu-

ture,” he said. “These are often 

stories that are not told and their 

names are not on our street signs 

and buildings.”

At 12 stories, the Louisa 

Flowers is the largest apartment 

building financed by low-income 
housing tax-credits in the past 50 

years, but there are more to come, 

Buonocore said. Another proper-

ty at Southeast 30th and Powell 

is in the early stages of devel-

opment for a 210-unit apartment 

building.

The future building doesn’t 

have a name yet, but Home For-

ward will go through the same in-

tensive research in naming it and 

future structures.

Buonocore said the diversity in 

Portland’s population and cultural 

community ties deserve the atten-

tion.

“The naming policy we want 

to think about is, ‘What neighbor-

hood are we in and what is sig-

nificant to that community?’ ” He 
said. “It may be historical figures 
or it may be recent figures that had 
an impact on the community. It 

doesn’t always need to be people, 

but different ways to reflect the 
communities and cultures.”

There is a lot of pressure on 

Home Forward to build more 

housing, Buonocore said, and 

maintaining existing housing is 

important too.

“We’re obviously in a housing 

and homeless crisis, so work is 

intense and adding more housing 

is important,” he said. “But we’re 

a few years into a major preserva-

tion initiative for our public hous-

ing portfolio and in the next few 

years will do major rehabilitation 

on our public housing develop-

ments to position them for many 

more decades to come.”


