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Clarence Thomas in HIS Own Words
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ligentsia. A cartoon of Thomas as a lawn
jockey on the cover of the very edgy black
newsmagazine Emerge is just one of the
examples of biting political satire that has
followed his career.

In the footage, Thomas firmly believes
that attacks on him are because he is a free
thinker. Not because of his deeds. After his
very public and stormy confirmation as a
Supreme Court judge in which he out-ma-
neuvered Democrats like Joe Biden by
using the term “high tech lynching,” and
swayed public opinion in his favor, he
equated white liberals as oppressors:

“I felt as though in my life, I had been
looking at the wrong people, as the people
who would be problematic toward me,” he
said. “Ultimately the biggest impediment
was the modern day liberal.”

There’s scant mention of his first wife,
Kathy Ambush or son Jamal, both African
Americans. His white wife Virginia gets
plenty of airtime, and is the only other in-
terviewee in this 1 hour 56 minute promo
reel. The two live in a protective bubble,
able to see what goes on in society, but
completely sheltered. If they didn’t, and he
let the outside world in, he might hear and
absorb constructive criticism that could
lead to deep self-examination. The kind
of introspection that challenges people to
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grow. The film’s basic, insular format just
fortifies his cocoon. No rivals. No oth-
er judges. No historians. No other family
members. Nothing.

How out of touch is Clarence Thomas,
especially concerning the African Amer-
ican community? A voiceover states that
Thomas doesn’t recruit interns from Ivy
League schools, and prefers students from
less prestigious institutions. Like he’s try-
ing to get down with the real folk. The
camera shoots a scene of him in his judge’s
chambers with a flock of new interns. The

gut check is that they are all white. All
blond! And this is his norm. What hap-
pened to his blackness? Sense of commu-
nity?

A two-hour unperceptive documentary
leaves the quietest man on the Supreme
Court no less an enigma than before the
opening credits rolled. Thomas: “I’'m dif-
ferent than what people paint me to be.”
How would anybody know?

Dwight Brown is the film critic for the
National Newspapers Publishers Associa-
tion, the Black Press.

Kabocha Squash Puree

Ingredients

* 1 (3-pound) kabocha squash

* 1/2 cup water

* 1/2 cup packed brown sugar

* 3 tablespoons butter, melted

* 3/4 teaspoon salt

* 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black

pepper

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 450°.

2. Cut squash in half, and discard
seeds. Place the squash halves, cut
sides down, in a 13 x 9-inch glass or
ceramic baking dish, and add 1/2 cup
water to dish. Cover and bake at 450°
for 40 minutes or until squash is ten-
der. Remove the squash from pan, and
let stand for 10 minutes. Remove pulp
from skin, and discard skin. Combine
squash pulp, 1/2 cup brown sugar, and
the remaining ingredients in a food
processor, and process until smooth.
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YOU CALL, WE HAUL

FARRIS PHOTOGRAPHY
503-730-1156
Family Portraits $65
Senior High Photos $65

311 NE Killingsworth St,
Portland, OR 97211
503 286 1103 + Fax 503 286 1146
ernie.hill.h5mb@statefarm.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

4545 N.E. MLK 97211

Johnny Huff

(owner/operator)
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3625 NE MLK Jr Blvd,

Portland OR
Call to Order: 503-288-3836

Cannon's, tasty food and friendly
neighborhood atmosphere.

Lori A. Martin
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Memorial Folders
Video Presentations
Web Designs
www.loribydesygn.com
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Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm
Sunday: 11am- 6pm
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Good Day Reader
GOOD NEWS HERE

The Multi-Trillion dollar Travel
Industry is looking to get YOU
the “greatest savings” on
your Travel, Hotel/Condos

PORTLAND, OREGON

5010 NE 9th Ave

I |
Sweet Street Foed Cart

Portland, Or 97211 accommodations. Travel that will 5015 NE MLK Blvd.
Located at 15th and Alberta Phone: 503 284-2989 SAVE & MAKE you/your Family Portland, OR 97211 $5 .00 TEES
We specialize in a varie cash to travel on/pay-off Bills/ j j CLUBS
| call 503-995-6150 to place order | P D1 | ete. You can access this travel biz Catering Available
I Mon. - Fri., 11:00am - 7:00pm I of cutshfor menland membership for $1, $20 or $100. FAMILY REUNIONS
turdav & Sundav Closed. women, not towel razor You decide. For more info ph
SaS]:,rASagNASIi"SIP;yCIA(f; shaves, braiding, hair coach John at 503-358-9655. SCHOOL CLUBS
| ) . extension, Shampoo, blow Note: We have a special for BUSINESSES
Wed. Special: 3 Wings $3.00 . . .
| dryer and Platinum fade. Non-Profits fundraisers. SCREEN PRINTING

| Fri. Special: Rib Sandwich,
Beef or Pork, $5.00

971-570-8214

\ J

Call Today or Walk in !!!
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