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Fire Chief on Dr. 
King’s Message 

ferent, is that if somebody’s life is 

not in immediate harm, we have 

time,” she said. “We have time to 

be compassionate because we’re 

not treating the emergency heart 

attack where we have no time, 

we just have time to stabilize and 

transport.”

Boone said most emergency 

calls to Portland Fire & Rescue 

are concerning chronic health is-

sues, mental health issues and 

substance use disorders.

“So that is a big area where first 
responders have to identify what 

is the right need and then what 

is the appropriate resource,” she 

said. “And it’s not the emergency 
room, because it’s not life threat-

ening, but it’s how you navigate 

the health care system. And so 
that’s where I think of Dr. King 

and his message, that you have to 

think of others first.”
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