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If we don’t act
now, then when?

BY ABBY SNETHEN

Portland had a major break-
through in addressing climate
change on Friday, Dec. 6 when
student activists and local commu-
nity members held a climate strike
in downtown Portland to focus on
frontline communities who are
most in danger. Those hit first and
worst by climate change, not just in
Portland but all over the world, are
sharing stories of how their homes
could soon face total eradication.

Beautiful and powerful speech-
es were given during the Portland
event thanks to the hundreds of
students from Roosevelt, Lincoln
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and other schools that filled the
streets. Kaiya Young, a senior at
Lincoln High School, presented
a discourse on how to be an ally
to the frontline communities. She
expressed the importance of rec-
ognizing your privilege as an ally
who doesn’t face the direct im-
pact of climate change. Yes, we
will all at some point suffer from
the devastating effects of climate
change but frontline communities,
like Pacific Islanders and indige-
nous groups, have been affected
long before we declared this war
against climate change.
Recognizing your privilege and
being cognizant that feeling guilty
of your privilege is a privilege in
itself, is the first step to being an
ally. The importance of uniting

m

\  yran’ ’

\WE TRAVEL-BAN
OURS y WE SpY
ON THEM
DEMONIZE THEM
BUT, UNLIKE
YoV, WeE Do
NOT THROW
OURS NTO
CAMPS

wYET

ACTH ACT
AG LIKE™ LIKE

,_:.;.'j S

.| s ¥ .-.‘ = ' (4 [ . A 5
P 2 ; ’r : .b-."':"‘

PHOTO BY ABBY SNETHEN/LINCOLN HicH SCHOOL SENIOR
Students from Portland area schools demand action on climate change during a Dec. 6 march in downtown Portland.

Confronting the Impacts of Climate Change

with our frontline communities
was one of the main topics at the
rally .Most feel that talking about
our race, religion, gender or privi-
lege will only divide us more, but
the fact is that we are already di-
vided. The scantiness of this top-
ic does not solve this issue. The
moment we come together, as al-
lies and frontline communities, as
one society, as one movement, is
the moment we can make a dif-
ference.““We must listen to under-
stand” said Kaiya, one of the stu-
dents who spoke at the event.

I had the opportunity to go to a
middle school before the strike and
present a talk on how to be an ally
and how to make a change. The
last thing I said to the students was,
“This is your future. You control
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the outcome. The second you be-
come optimistic about the future is
when you can change the world.”

Almost all of the students par-
ticipating in the Portland rally and
call for action wanted to make their
presence known. This will not be
the last time you hear from them
nor will this be the last climate
strike in Portland. There is power
in numbers. Join the movement to
save our Earth. Join the movement
that will save my future. Ignorance
is bliss but we no longer have time
to blissfully turn the other cheek
and ignore the Earth’s cries for
help. They say it is impossible to
change what’s to come, but with
unity comes a possible future.

Abby Snethen is a senior at Lin-
coln High School.

Page 9
N MCS Still in
Business
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$50.00

A small distance/travel
charge may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or more
$30.00 each Areca

Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)

$50.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area

and Hallway

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $30.00

Heavily Soiled Area:

$10.00 each area
(Requiring Pre-Spray)

Area/Oriental Rug Cleaning

Regular Area Rugs
$25.00 Minimum

Wool Oriental Rugs
$40.00 Minimum

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $70.00
Loveseat: $50.00
Sectional: $110 - $140
Chair or Recliner:
$25.00 - $50.00
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00
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ADDITIONAL
SERVICES
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet ‘j
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
Services

Call for Appointment
(503) 281-3949




