
Page 10   May 29, 2019

CLASSIFIED/BIDS OPINION
Nothing about Slavery in the South was Nobile
Why honor 

traitors of  

losing war?
by osCar h. blayton

Have you ever no-

ticed that when driving 

through the southern 

United States you are 

hard-pressed to find a 
city or town without a 

memorial to the Confederate war 

dead, but you are equally hard-

pressed to find a city or town with 
a monument commemorating fall-

en Revolutionary War soldiers?

Given the current debate over 

the removal of Confederate mon-

uments, it might be useful to con-

sider why so much effort has been 

made to honor traitors who died 

fighting a losing war against the 
United States, while so little effort 

is made to honor patriots who died 

winning America’s independence.

A simple fact, long shrouded by 

the mist of deceit, explains why 

traitorous villains have been hon-

ored while heroic patriots were 

ignored.  

In the decades following the 

Civil War, there was an extraor-

dinary effort by large numbers of 

white women through the Unit-

ed Daughters of the Confederacy 

(UDC) to bolster and maintain 

white supremacy in the South and 

in the nation.  In order to do this, 

they needed to create a narrative 

that characterized the Confederate 

rebellion as a “just cause.”

Key to perpetuating the myth 

of the just cause of slaveholding 

Southerners was the double-bar-

reled argument combining the 

notions of the  “Noble South,” 

where kindly masters cared for 

their adoring slaves, and the “Lost 

Cause,” – in which valiant South-

ern men rose to defend their liber-

ties against an aggressive, greedy 

Northern industrial complex.  

Using this logic, the Southern re-

bellion was characterized as both 

“noble” and “just” but resulting in 

tragic heroes fallen in battle and 

a victimized Southern white pop-

ulace. The shorthand for this nar-

rative was projected as the “Lost 

Cause of the Noble South.”

This twisted myth also gave 

rise to the Ku Klux Klan, celebrat-

ed by the UDC as protectors of the 

white race.

Because of its activities since 

the Civil War, the UDC current-

ly is considered by 

the Southern Poverty 

Law Center as part of 

the Neo-Confederate 

movement.  And noted 

historians have con-

sidered the UDC to be 

an advocacy group for 

white supremacy.  But 

the efforts of these women were 

so successful that hero worship of 

the Southern traitors spread into 

the North.

Not only do eight of the 11 for-

mer Confederate states have coun-

ties named in honor of Robert E. 

Lee, but the U. S. Navy named a 

submarine after him in 1960.

Not only are there roughly 223 

public spaces with Confederate 

monuments in Virginia, a bust 

of Robert E. Lee and a statue of 

Stonewall Jackson also were in 

the Hall of Fame for Great Amer-

icans at the Bronx Community 

College in New York City until 

their removal in August 2017.

In the U.S. Capitol building of 

the very nation that Robert E. Lee 

sought to destroy, his statue stands 

in Statuary Hall where each state 

is allowed to place statues of two 

of its most beloved citizens. In 

1909, Virginia chose Lee.

The victory of the UDC in the 

propaganda war has been almost 

complete for decades.  The organi-

zation was able to sway American 

sentiment to revere traitors and 

enslavers as heroes of American 

democracy.  However, as Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. said: “The arc 

of the moral universe is long, but 

it bends toward justice.”

In 2018. the governor of Flor-

ida signed legislation to replace 

the statue of Confederate general 

Edmund Kirby Smith in Statuary 

Hall in the national Capitolwith 

one of the famous African Amer-

ican educator and civil rights ad-

vocate, Mary McLeod Bethune. 

And this year, Arkansas’ governor 

signed legislation to replace its 

Statuary Hall statues of Confed-

erate loyalist, Uriah Milton Rose 

and white supremacist James Paul 

Clarke with those of musician 

Johnny Cash and civil rights ac-

tivist Daisy Lee Bates.

 North Carolina and Alabama 

also have begun removing white 

supremacists from Statuary Hall.

 Confederate statues also have 

been removed from public spaces 

throughout the South, including 

cities in Alabama, Florida, Ken-

tucky, Louisiana, Missouri, North 

Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.  

Virginia would be wise to follow 

suit.

 Racism and white supremacy 

are not going away anytime soon.  

And as long as organizations like 

the UDC are around, eliminating 

these cancers from the American 

body politic will be difficult and 
painful.  

 Nine states of the former Con-

federacy still celebrate holidays 

commemorating the attempt to de-

stroy the nation in order to main-

tain slavery and white supremacy.  

 Many white individuals con-

tinue to disrespect African Amer-

icans and downplay the blistering 

harm caused by centuries of slav-

ery and racism. This was made 

clear when a racially insensitive 

photowas discovered on Virginia 

Gov. Ralph S. Northam’s medical 

school yearbook page. The photo 

shows one individual in blackface 

standing next to another individ-

ual in a Ku Klux Klan robe and 

hood.

 Gov. Northam first apologized 
for the photo, but the next day 

denied knowing anything about 

it. He finally promised to make 
amends for the episode by pur-

suing racial reconciliation in the 

state; but so far, he has done noth-

ing of substance and his actions 

attest tothe contamination of mind 

and spirit fostered by the UDC 

during the past century and a half.

 Maintaining statues to traitors 

and clowning around in blackface 

evidence a lack of good faith on 

the part white southerners.  None 

of this blackface clowning is fun-

ny. Nothing about slavery in the 

South was noble.  None of it is de-

serving of being honored. 

 Gov. Northam, like many 

white Southerners, promises to do 

better, yet Robert E. Lee’s statue 

still stands in Statuary Hall in our 

national Capitol.

 Oscar H. Blayton is a former 

Marine Corps combat pilot and 

human rights activist who practic-

es law in Virginia.

Metro runs the Oregon Zoo, 

Oregon Convention Center, 

Portland Expo Center and 

Portland’5 Centers for the Arts 

and provides services that 

cross city limits and county 

lines including land use and 

transportation planning, parks 

and nature programs, and 

garbage and recycling systems.

Visit oregonmetro.gov/jobs for 

current openings and a link to 

our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 

 Equal Opportunity Employer

Guest Services Manager, full-
time, Oregon Convention Center, 

$62,320 - $90,364 annually. 

Deadline date: June 3, 2019

Ticket Services Event Supervisor, 
part-time, Portland’5 Centers for 

the Arts, $18.66 - $25.17 hourly. 

Deadline date: June 4, 2019

These opportunities are open 

to First Opportunity Target 

Area (FOTA) residents: This 

area includes the following 

zip codes located primarily in 

N, NE and a small portion of 

SE Portland: 97024, 97030, 

97203, 97211, 97212, 97213, 

97216, 97217, 97218, 97220, 

97227, 97230, 97233, 97236, 

and 97266, whose total annual 

income was less than $47,000 

for a household of up to two 

individuals or less than $65,000 

for a household of three or more.

Visit oregonmetro.gov/FOTA  for 

the complete job announcement 

and a link to our online hiring 

center or visit our lobby kiosk 

at Metro, 600 NE Grand Ave, 

Portland. 

Metro is an Affirmative Action / 

 Equal Opportunity Employer

Need to publish a court document 

or notice? Need an affidavit of 
publication quickly and efficiently? 
Please fax or e-mail your notice for 

a free price quote!

Fax:  503-288-0015

e-mail: 

classifieds@portlandobserver.com
The Portland Observer
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SUB BIDS REQUESTED

Portland International Airport (PDX) Parking 

Additions and Consolidated Rental Car Facility (PACR)

Bid Package 11
JE Dunn Construction invites written Bids from qualified Trade Partners 
to provide construction services for the following scopes of work on the 
PACR project:

• Masonry
• Miscellaneous Metals
• Expansion Joints
• Below-Grade Waterproofing
• Traffic Coating
• Roofing
• Metal Panels

Bidding Documents may be viewed and/or obtained electronically 
on SmartBidNet through a Bid Invitation issued by the Contractor. To 
be issued a Bid Invitation, contact Robert Means at: Robert.Means@
jedunn.com. Bidding Documents may also be viewed at the locations 

listed in Plan Rooms section below.

Use the Bid Proposal Form in Section 00 41 23 and include other bid 
information (scope breakdowns, narratives, etc.) for reference. Bids will 

be received by the Contractor Attn: Robert Means, 424 NW 14th Ave, 
Portland, OR 97209. Bids may also be delivered by email to  

Robert.Means@jedunn.com

Bids due 2:00pm PST June 14, 2019 

Any Bid received after the specified date and time will not be considered. 
A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be located at The Port of 
Portland Headquarters, located at 7200 NE Airport Way, Portland, OR 
97218 in the Multnomah Conference Room on Wednesday, May 29th, 
2019 at 1:00pm for the purpose of answering any questions from 
prospective Bidders. Attendance is strongly encouraged. No other Pre-
Bid Conference will be held. 

JE Dunn Construction reserves the right to select the best value 

response, negotiate with multiple bidders, or reject all responses. This 

is an Equal Opportunity and encourages Minority, Woman, Veteran, and 

Emerging Small Business participation.

• Fireproofing
• Glazing
• Glass Canopies
• Drywall & Framing
• P3 Garage Paint
• Fire Sprinklers

Not only do eight of the 11 former Confederate 

states have counties named in honor of Robert E. 

Lee, but the U. S. Navy named a submarine after 

him in 1960.


