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Engineering Major Finds Success

The Portland Observer
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Mt. Hood Community College
student Victor Ogelle has long
had a fascination with computers
and robotics, stemming back to
his secondary school days in La-
gos, Nigeria. However, attending
school in Nigeria also meant he
needed to “make hay while the
sun shined,” as he put it. Or, in
other words, he and his classmates
at Lagos’ Debiruss School used
their time wisely as regular roll-
ing blackouts could quickly shut
down their computers and robot-
ics engineering activities.

“I learned to be independent at
a fairly young age,” Ogelle said.
“There weren’t a lot of amenities
and you learned to really appreci-
ate what you had.”

The Portland-born Ogelle spent
his first year in the United States
and the next 15 years in Nigeria,
where most of his family lives to-
day. In 2016, he returned to Oregon
to attend college while living with
relatives. He enrolled in MHCC
and settled into college life while
adjusting to the new culture.

Ogelle reactivated the college’s

Victor Ogelle is from the Class of 2018 at Mt. Hood Community
College.

dormant Engineering club and
built up membership. He served
as a work-study student became a
tutor.

As Ogelle finishes his final
term at MHCC and begins look-
ing at four-year and graduate pro-
grams in electrical engineering
and economics, he has a plan in
mind. His goal: to help establish
stable, efficient energy sources in
his home-nation of Nigeria and in
countries like it.

“It’s part of why I came here to
the United States,” he says. “To
pursue a career in these fields and
to one day support my community
back in Nigeria and communities
struggling with similar issues.”

And he credits MHCC — with

its affordable tuition, variety of | °

degree programs, supportive cam-

pus community and diversity of ;

student activities — as better pre-
paring him to achieve that goal.
Learn more at mhcc.edu
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Activists Form Mother’s Day Bail Out

The activist group Portland’s Resistance started a
crowd funding campaign Sunday to bail out moms
so they can reunite with their children on Mother’s
Day.

The group is hoping to raise $25,000 by Moth-
er’s Day, which is Sunday, to secure the release of at
least five black women from jail. By Tuesday, they
had raised almost $9,000.

“Our focus is on Black women and mothers
trapped in the unjust system of pay-to-play civil
liberties. Women should have the opportunity to be
free from jail and in the company of their families
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about our services, call us at (503) 287-4932.

714 NE Alberta St., Portland Oregon 97211 | nxneclinic.org

North by Northeast Community
Health Center is the only clinic
in Oregon focused on African
American health. And we can
be your go-to neighborhood
health clinic! We provide
welcoming, high quality health
care to adults who have Oregon Health Plan. Since 2006, our
priority is on serving the local African American community and
reducing the deadly effects of high blood pressure and diabetes.
We are accepting new patients, and if you’re uninsured, we can
help you get covered! To make an appointment or find out more

on Mother’s Day, and every day,” a message from
Portland Resistance’s campaign website stated.

As the freed women appear for their future court
dates, their bail amounts would be released and plans
call for the monies to be returned to Portland’s Re-
sistance. The group has vowed to apply 100 percent
of the funds to their next bail out campaign sched-
uled for Father’s Day on June 17 and on June 19 for
Juneteenth, the festival held by African Americans
to celebrate emancipation from slavery.

More information can be found at fundly.com/
black-mama-bail-out-portland-or-area.
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2017 ~ Celebrating 10 years in Business

In June 10 years ago we opened our doors to serve families at one of
their greatest times of need. The community has embraced us and

we take this responsibility with the deepest honor.

Thank you for entrusting our family of funeral directors

* Memorial Services * Cremation  Preplanning

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE ORDINATION CONSECRATION OF

s Paston elect Treneil Washington

Irvington Covenant Church 4046 NE
Martin Luther King Buld, Portland, OR 97212
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with your precious loved ones.

503-249-1788

Terry Family Funeral Home
2337 N Williams Ave
Portland, Or 97227
www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com




